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P R E F A 0 E. 


Maxy years ago, while barely in my “teens,” I hail the 
good fortune to fall in with Waterton’s Wanch rimj'i, then 
newly placed in the school library. The book fascinated 
me. Week after week I took it out of tlie library, and 
really think that I could have repeated it verbatini from 
beginning to end. It was a glimpse into an unknown 
w’orld, where I longed to follow tlie Wanderer, little 
thinking that I should ever have the privilege of visiting 
him in his wonderful Yorkshire home. I looked upon 
Waterton much as the pagans of old regarded their 
demi-gods, and not even Sinbad the Sailor was so in- 
teresting a personage to me as Waterton the Wanderer. 

But there was one drawback to the full enjoyment 
and comprehension of the book. It mentioned all kinds 
of animals, birds, and trees, and I did not know what 
they were, nor was there any one who could tell me. I 
did not know what a Salempenta was, except tliat it 



A\M> li'ri.jil t'l L-.lt. It luiu'lit bj il 111 lillvcy, cl nr 11 

fruit. Xeitluri' eotikl I I'leiiLitV the L'ouaiiacnuclii, 
Labarri. C.iiU'iU'li. 1 •uraiyuiia, Ih.utMii. nr Karabiiiiiti , 
except tbit tiio tirive iir;t rix-.e ^nabe> cal the tlireo la-t 
rVel'i: bu''!.-; 

It rv.is certainly plea^mt In leaui that the traveller 
ill Clui.uia voiilil be awakeiie'l by the ci'owiny nt the 
Hanuayuoi, but there iva-- im niie who eniihl tell me 
wliat kind of a binl the llauiicyiini luiyht l.e. Then, 
at. to tree?. T (li.l not know the Siluabali, nr the '\^ allaba, 
or even the rurple-lieart, nor liow the la^t luentioiieil 
tiee enttlil be mailo incn a Woml-ikin T wanteil a yukh' 
to the and .enc-h a yuiele 1 have attempted 

to 'iipiily in the “ Mxplaiuitniy Index.'’ T believe that 
there i? not a siiiyle liviiiu' creature or tree mentioned 
by ^Vatl,ltou cnni-eining vhii h lunre nr h-?? information 
cannot lie found in thi? Index. 

’J'he nh/i'A /•/,/ /', I have loll uuinuehid a^ "Waterton 
wrote them, not addin" or alteiing or cancelling a 
syllalilc. They eniietitute, ?o to .speak, the central 
hrilliaut of a ring, round which are arranged jewek 
nf inki'inr value. ?o .i« to -et olf the l.eauty "f the 
principal gem. 

The plan of aiiaiigeineiu i.? a.? fnliov s , i'ir.st lOinC' 
a short hiography of AVateiton as the AVanderer, and 
then a meiiinir of AVatertnii at home. Xe.xt cniiie the 
exactly a? he wrote them. Then there i? 
an r. 11, 1'.i.iy Index, and l.i'tl} a lew iLinail.s on the 
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■^y'iteiii ot Taxiik-riuy whiL-li hu eivateil, and in \\liii.'li 
ho yave mo personal iue.tiuction. 

I have much plea.sure in ree'jriUiiu' my (/bliy.itmU' t>; 
Edmund 'Waterton, Esu., who kindly pemiitteil aei O'- 
to the old family reemds, which he i< now lUTanyiuy 
fur publication. .Vho to Er. I’. L. Solater, .Secretary of 
the Zoological Society, for the as.-:i<tauee whicli lie 
rendered in identifying seveial of the liirda; and to 
• 1. Britten, Escp, of the British iMuseiim, for the great 
pains which he took in ascertaining tliu names of .-onie 
of the ( i-uianan trees, witlimit whieli nanie.s the woik 
would have been inp-iufeet 




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITIOX. 

I OFFEU this Imok ef Waivl ihkj^ with a liesitatiii" 
hand. It has little merit, and must make its way through 
the world as well as it can. It will receive many a jostle 
as it goes along, and perhaps is destined to add one mort' 
to the number of slain, in the field of modern criticism. 
Hut if it fall, it may still, in death, he U'clul to me; for, 
should some accidental rover take it up, and, in turning 
over its pages, iml.)ibe the idea i:d’ going out to e.vplore 
Guiana, in order to give the w<'rld an enlarged descrip- 
tion of that noble country, I shall say, '• fovtem ad fortia 
misi,” and demand tlie armour; th.at i-:, I .shall lay chiiiii 
to a certain portion of the honour^ ho will receive, upon 
the plea, that I was the fiist mover of his di.-eoveries ; 
for, as I lysses sent Achilles to Trov, so I .sent him to 
Guiana. I intended to have written much more at 
length ; but days, and months, anil years, liave jiassed 
away, and nothing has been doiie. Thinking it verv 
probahle that I shall never have jiatience enough to sit 
down and write a full neenunt of all I saw and examineil 
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111 llll’^lj IflUli'lL' I U1\L' 11[| lilc llliLlltllill I't lining 

and send I'uitli tliis aecenint of my If'/,;-/, , ju^t 
as it wa-. written at the time 

Tf ciitie^ are disnleaseil with it iu its yiesent tona, I 
hey to ohserve. tliat it i^ not totally des'nid ot' inteiest, 
and that it contains somethiiiu useful. Several nf the 
unfortunate yeiitlemeu who t\'eut out to e.'C[jlore the 
Congo, were thanhml f(.>r the iu'truetiuns they found iu 
it ; and Sir Joseph r.aiihs, on sending hack the journal, 
^aid in liis letter, '‘I retmu your journal, with ahundant 
tliaiiks for the very in.sn active le-son you have favoured 
n.s with thi> morning, uhieh far excelled, iu real utility, 
everything I have hitheito seen.'’ And in another letter 
he .sa\w. “1 hear with paitieular ploa.'Ure \'our iuteiition 
of resuming yruir intere'tiug tuiVeU, to which natniul 
lii'toiA' has already heen ~o inueh iialehted." Aial a"ain 

«. V ^ 

[ am "orry you did not deposit 'Ome part lA your hi't 
haiae.H of hirds in the Ihilish iMu'eiim, tliat your naiim 
might i.ie(.orne familiar to natmuliit^, ■iiul vour unrivalled 
'kill in pi'e'eiviiiu bird' lie m.ide known lu iJie puhlie. ’ 
And again, - You eeitainly liave talent' to 'ot forth a 
hnoir, wha h will imi/rov and (.-xtend mateiialh' the 
hoiiud- ot natural ecieuce.’’ 

Sir Jo'oph no\cr read tla- thud udvtiituie. Whilst 
1 w,i' eiig.iged ill it, di-alh ruhhoil hinghmd of one of ]n r 
mo't valuahlo suhjects, and deprived the Itoval Society 
ot its hrighii 'I larnanieut. 
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CHAm;n i. 

Autoliiogrniiliy of IVatci ton. — P, sooiit from Sir Thomas JIoiv.— T h-ciiU-- 
seventli Lord of lYalton, ami si^trentli iu ilpsrcnt from Jolm 'Watortoi). 
—Religious faith of the family.— Reivenuionb of Roman Ciitholii's ami 
confiscation of the estates. — Iionhle ta.\-. s ami lines. — I’.iitli ami earlv 
life. — Eseapaile? at Tudhoe. — The tow and the tvasliing-tul'. — Removal 
to Stonyliurst. — Birds’-nesting, a eli.ise ami a ]iigst'..- — Good advice 
from one of the fathers — rauingvith Stonyhiust. — First voyage to 
Cadiz. — The apes at Gibraltar — H.ibits of the animals — Stay in 
ilalaga.— Ataiuiivment of .'Ip.inish.— l’io|eeti-d vmit to .Malt.i. — Advent 
of the plague. — Seized with the disease ami recvt'iy. — Closing of the 
ports.— A hazaidous ami caiefully-planne'l esi.apo. — I’lepirations on 
boaid ship. — The oppoitiiinty siu/ed. — ,ipe sueeossinl. — Death of 
an uncle. — Discovery of an old friend. — Failing henltli. — Voyage to 
Pemeraia — Death of his l.ithi r and suecession to the l.unily e-taits. 

Ix the iiitreductory prefaces to Wnt, rlnu'-i IJ'iiiiilcriin/c. Aei 
the author has alfurded hut little account of himself, hut 
in the volumes of his iihso/s, and suiue of his Letters, 
he lias fortnnateh' oiven a snilicicnev nf iiifnrninf ie>n tn 
furnish a toleralily nnhroken hiimr.ijihv IVnin Ids hirtli in 
his death. Ihs was a vc-ry long life, .md as lin considofod 
that life as a sacred trust, lie never wasted an lionr of it. 


Watektox was the representative of one of the most 
ancient English families, and was justly proud of hi.s 
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,\n- T descent froiii sir Thuu, ^Teuv. A el. , k evLieu li.'icl 'ne- 
lemeed to tlial gie-.u aiiL-eeti>i' i' .eliil ni evieleiiee, and 
occupied a pdiicc ot liraioiii' e.ii t!i.^ miper kiuiliue oi' lit.' 
ceutral ^taiivae-e ol' W'altoii Hall. It i-. but a luiL' 
clock, and has cnlv a .'iiiulc laiiidi, but it kei'[>s time a-- 
cvell as c-vt-r, and the sound of it^ b.dl is so clear, that it 
call be heard at a cousideia.ble di't.uite iioiu the hou.se 
He lueutioiis iu his own ciu.dnt wac. that it hi.s aucc'tui' 
leal been as careful of their faudly recoiils as .Vrabs an- 
of the pedioiees of their Imrses. he laiaht have been able 
to trace his dc-sceiit uj, to -Vilam and live. 

The following account of the W'atcrtoii Ihuiilv is taken 
from tile , o'. ,7 y, •- ot .Tune 17. ISb.d, aiei 

has been I'evisi d by a Ineluber ot the lioii.se. 
fv, "The good and aniiutle old I.ord of Waltcin, C'hailes 
atei'toip better known for luiles around lii.s aucestrai 
domain as ''tin si^uire, was the representative of one 
of our most ancient untiiled aristocratic families,- and, what 
is more ilesC'iving of record in these diiys^ in the male 
line. 

‘■Jlis aneestor, lleim.-r, tin- si.m of Xormaii of Ahormandv, 
who became Lcud ol 1\ aiortoii in ll-'O, was of t'axoii 
oi’igin. Tlie M’atertons of W.iieiton became (mlin-jt in 
the male line in the hlteeULli Ceuiuiv, vheii their va't 
^,o„,.~si,,ns ]>a'md away, thmugh Cecilia, wife of Lord 
1\ clle.s and heiress ot her inuther. Sir Loliert \\ atertoii. 
to her lour d.iUghters and ro-hen"--.s, who married, 
respeetively. Jtubc-rt. hold Willoughhy de lireshv, Sir 
Ihoma-- ]/ymoI;e, TTiom is Laurence, L'p., and Sii 
T lionias 1 ii lav, are. 

Su doou W .lU itoii v, a ' h'cii --he rill of hi ii coin iii 1 lot 
and in.isier ot the norse to Heiirv kk at .Veincourt. '^it 
J-'"!/"’ bkioeit, hi^ brollii r v.ho^e wife w.n a hidv of the caiter, 
kovernoi oi I'oiin-fiar-t Cast!.- w Idle bi.b-ard J| -.vas 
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confined there ; he had been mtister of the horse to Henry 
nf Sir Hiiylij iiuother hrotlier, held hiyh offce-j of ^tate. 

Charles "Wateitou, in rvlioin the representation of his 
ancient house tvas vested, rvas descended from Jdehard, 
second son of lYilliani Waterton, Lord of Waterton, who 
died ill liMo. In Idoo John AVaterton married the 
lieiress of Sir AVilliani Aslienhull, and became Lord of 
AValtun and Oawthorne, .//'/a nijirls. 

“ AAhdton formed part of tlie Honour of Pontefract, of PfaCyV-ro, 
which xVsheuhold, ;i Saxon thane, was the Lord, and ■'\hieli 
was held hy his son xVilric, in the reiyii of S. Edward 
the Confessor. At the Conquest it was yiven liy AVilliam 
tlie Xormaii to one of liis followers. Illicit de Lacy, wiw 
granted it back again to Ailric, fatlicr of Suein. xldain, 
the son of Suein, Lonl of Prierley, Cawdiorne, ;uid Walton, 
was the founder of the priory of Alonk Prelton, tiud left 
two dauyhtei's and co-heiresst-s, xViiiabil andALuildii. The 
former had Walton and Cawthorne, and became the wife of 
William de Xevile. They had one daughter and heire.ss, 
wlio mau'ied Thomas, the son of I’iiilip de Purgli. AValtoii 
and Cawthorne remained in tlie possession of the Ife 
Purghs fir seven geiierution.s, and tlieii passed with the 
eo-heires-i of Sir John de Purgli to Sir William Aslienhull, 
whose lieii'ess conveyed it to Jolin A\ atertoii in 14.‘J.~i. 

•‘Thus Air. AVaterten was twenty-seventh Lord of 
AValtoii, and sixteenth from John AVateitou, whu acipiircj 
'.hat lordihip. There was a grant of free warren at AValtou 
in the reign of Ldward 1., and a licen.-e to creucllate in 
l;i:j:i. AVithnut reference t" tlie numerous distinguished 
alliances of his ancestors, it in.iy be inicre''tiug to state 
that Air, AVaterton, through dPtinet sources, traced his 
descent several times over from S. Alutilda, (piccii of 
(Icrnianv; S. Alargarct ot Scotland, S. Huiulicit of Sawn-, S' ’’ 

... ' ''P' ' ' 

S, l.onis of France, S. i'erdinaud o! (':i''iili‘. and WLidiiuii' 
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the Great, called S. 'Whuhmir ot’ and Amie, calk-ii 

S. Anne of Hussia. Thruneh lii-? ytaiidniother he was 
ninth in descent from Sir Thomas iMure.” 

The AVatertoiis fared hut ludly in the atonny times of 
the Itefurmation, and, preferring; conscience to property, 
tiiey retained their ancient faith, hut lost heavily in this 
world's goods. The many coercive acts against the Roman 
Catholics naturally had their etfect, not only on those 
who actually lived in the time of the Refirmation, hut 
upon their successors. A liomau Catholic could not sit in 
parliament, he could not hold a commission in the army, 
he could nut he a justice of the peace, he had to pay 
double land-tax, and to tliiuk himself fortunate if he had 
any laud left on which taxes could be demanded. He was 
not allowed to keep a horse woith more than five pounds, 
and, more irritating than all. he had either to attend the 
]iari.--h cliuridi or to pay twenty pounds for every month of 
uhseiice, In I'aet, a Roman Catholic was looked upon and 
treated as a wholly inferior l.ioiue, and held much the same 
relative ].iosition to his perseoutcirs as Jews held towards 
the Xoi'iiuins and Saxous in the times of the Crusades. 

'Within the memory of many now living, the worst of 
the (')p]iVeS'ive act^ have heeu repealed, and Roman Catholics 
are now as Iree to lollow tlieir own form of worship as 
hetoi'c the days ul Ifi uiy C 111. Thov have scats in 
]iailiunient and on the beuch- they hoLl commissions both 
lu the army and navy, and all the ]ietty hut galling inter- 
hTeiices with the details of their private life have het-n 
aholi>heih 


tStill, A aterhju was, during some of his best years, a 
]'ev.'Oiial sulliner Iroiu the■^e acts, and tliey r.inkled too 
deeply in lus mind to he forgotten. Hence, the repeated 
and mostly irrelevant alliisioiis in his writings to IMartiu 
Luther, Ileiiic \ III.. Gueeii RosS, Archbisliop (Jraiiiner, 
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Oliver Cionnvell, Cliurles Stuart, “ Duteli 'William ” (mostly 
associated witli the “ Hanoverian ” rat and the national 
debt and other personages celebrated in history. 

Deeply as he felt the indignities to which he and his 
family and co-ieligionists had been subjected, and fre- 
fpieiitly as he referred to them, both in writing and con- 
versation, he never used a woiAe weapon than irony, and 
even that was tempered hy an underlying current of 
humour. He had fell the wounds, but he could jest at 
the scars. 

On principle he refused to rpialify as Deputy-Lieu- 
tenant and magistrate, because he had been debarred from 
doing so previously to the Einaiicipatiou Act. His sou, 
however, serves both offices. 

Born in 1782, he spent his childish years in the old 
mansion and grounds of the family, and at a very early age 
displayed those pov ers of observation, love of nature and 
eiiterpiise, which enabled liiiii to earn a jdacc among the 
first order of practical naturalists both at home and abroad. 

At ten years of age he was placed under the llev. A. 
Strong's care, in a school just founded at Tudhoe, a village 
near Durham. From 'Watertou's reminiscences, his in- 
structor seems to have inclined to the severe order of dis- 
cipline, and to have been rather liberal of the hirch, of 
which instrument "Waterton had his full share. His 
account of storming the larder for the support of hungry 
inmates ; of the aii.xious glances whicli he cast in the 
morning to judge by the master's wig of the state of his 
temper ; and of being captured in tlie very art of getting 
through a barred window, is e.vceediugly luimorous. 

He also relates two anecdotes, both telling against him- 
self, and both prospective, as it were, of the celebrated 
fact of riding on the back of a cayman and of his ship- 
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wieek. lie was '■ .1 by Lis |•OllU^Llles tu get (ju the 

back of a cow, 'ivliicli lie elkl. but les> fortunate than in 
liis eayinan adventure, wa^ iguoiuininu-'lv llirown over 
her horns, lie also took it into his head to get into a 
vasliing-tub, and take a cruise in the lior'e-|iond ; but lost 
his balance at the .sudden appearance iif the master, and 
was overturned into the muddy n ater. 

The whole of the account of his Tudhoe school ex- 
periences is given in a collected volunie of hi' n ii'l 

Lfffu'ti (F. AVariie & Co.;, edited by 3Ir. X. Moore, who 
liad the ,sad privi’egi; of beinn with liini when lie met with 
liis fatal accident, and Iw his sofa when he died, about 
thivty-eiglit hours aflerwanls. 

Tudhoe then being only a ]n'eliminary school, though it 
has since developed into L’.'liaw I'l.dlege, bVatcrion was re- 
inoYed at fointeen year^ of ago to .StonyliuV't, where he 
was oia- ul tlio llrst pmuls. This establishment, then a 
comparatively small one, was conducted by the English 
di-'uii,'' who had been driven from their home at Lieae. 
C)f them "Watevton always spoke with reverence and 
afleetioii, and his life at Stoiiylnnst was a singularlv 
happy one. 

At first, his ingrained propensity for enterprise led him 
into troulde, and one adventure is tt'o good not to he 
narrated in Ins own words, liis accuuiit of it i' another 
e.xample of tlie way in wldoli lie enjoyed t.dling an 
anecdote against liinisLlf. 

'■ .At Stonyhnr.'t then- are hinindaries marked out to the 
.students, wliicli lliey aie not allowed to pass; and ihere 
are prelects always pacing to and fio within the lines te 
prevent any nnlucky p.iy v,tiayiiig on the other side 
of them. 

“ Abuwiih't.andiiig ihe vigilance of the lyn.x-eyed guar- 
drui' 1 would now ,iii,l Ihmi m mrige to , -.-ag,., and v.iuld 
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I'Lilt intt) <1 Very extcii^Lve lauyiiiith ot' yew and liully 
trees close at liaiiJ. It vas the chosen ;jlace tor animated 
iiaturev Ihrds, in particular, used to freipueiit the spacious 
enclosure, Loth to ol'tain food and enjoy security. i\lauy 
a time have I hunted the foumart and the siptirrel. I 
"uce took a cut through it to a neiahhiuiriug wood, 
where I knew of a earrion-crowis iiest. The prefect mis.sed DU.-r,,-- r,i 
me; and juilgiiig that I had gone into the lalivrinth, he ' 

gave chase without lo.ss of time. After eluding him in 
eo\'er for nearly half an honr, being hard pressed, I took 
away down a hedgerow. 

“ Here (as I learned afterwards) he got a distant sight 
of me; hut it was not sutllciently distinct for him to know 
lo a certaint}- that I was the fugitive. I luckily succeeded 
ill reaching he outhuildings wliieh abutted on the college, 
and lay at a cuiisideralile distance from the place where 
I had first started. T had Ju.-t time to enter the jiOstirn 
gate of a pigsty, when, mo^t oiipoitundy. I found old Joe 
nowren, the hrewer, hriiiging straw into the sty. He was /.'.vV./.- in 
more attached to me than to any other l.ioy, for I had " 
known him when I was at school in tiie Xorth, and had 
made him a present of a very fne terrier. 

‘■‘I’ve ju.st saved myself, -hie,’ said 1 ; ‘cover me 
with litter,’ 

•‘He had hardly complied witlt my rei[Ue>t, when in 
huiinced the prefect liy the same gate through which I had 
1 ntered. 

“ ‘ Have you seen Chailc-' AVatertoii ' ' said he, (piite out 

of hreath. 

" IMy trusty gnavdiau answered, in a tone of voice 
vhieh would lune deceived aiiyhody, '.Sir, I ha\e not 
spoken a a\ old to I 'harles utertuu the~e three days, to 
the he^t of my knowledge. 

“T'[m,u tlii>. the imfect. having lo^t all seent of me. 
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gave up the pursuit, and went his way. 'When he had 
disappeared, I .stole out of cover, as strongly perfumed as 
was old Talstaff when they had turned him out of the 
Luck Lasket, 

Once I liad gone into the labyrinth to look into a 
magpie’s nest, which was in a high hollow tree ; and 
hearing the sound of voices near, I managed to get a 
resting-p)lace in the tree just over the ne.st, and there I 
.sc|Uattod, waiting the event. Immediately the President, 
twi) other Jesuits, and tlie present Air. Salviii of Croxdale 
Hall, passed close under tlie tree without perceiving me. 

“ Tile good fatliei's were aware of iny predominant pro- 
peu'ity. Tiiougli it was innocent in itself, nevertheless it 
was productive of harm in its consequences, by causing 
me to break the college rulo.s, and thu.s to give a bad 
example to tlie eommunity at large. 'Whei'efore. with a 
luaguanimity, and excelh.-nt exercise of judgment, which 
ch liC'ta- province of those who Lave acquired a con- 

summate knowledge of human nature, auJ who know how 
to turn to advaiitugo the extraordinary di.spositious of those 
iutru.-'ted to their care, they sagaciousl.y managed matters 
ill such a w.iy as to enable me to ride my hobby to a 
certain extent, and still, at tlie same time, to prevent me 
from giving a bad l•.\•,lUlpIe. 

'■ As the establi.slirnent was very large, and as it con- 
tained an abundance of prey, the Hanoverian rat, which 
tatteiis >0 veil on Englisli lood, and which alwavs con- 
trives to thru.st its nose into every man's homse when there 
is anything to be got, .swarmed throughout the vast extent 
of this antiipiated mansion. Tlio ability which I .showed 
ill curtailing the caieer of thi.s voracious intruder did not 
fail to l-ring me into coiisiderahle notice. The cook, tlio 
liakcr, the gardener, and my friend old Powren, could all 
hear testimony to my progress in thia line. I!y a mutual 
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uiideiAtanJing I was made rat-catclier to the establiiliment, 
and also fox-taker, foumart -killer, and ero.ssLo\v-cl larger at 
the time when the young rooks were Hedged. Moreover, 

I fulfilled the duties of or’gan-blower and football-maker 
with entire satisfaction to the imhlie. 

“ I was now at the height of my ambition. I followed 
up my calling with great success. The vermin clisap- Cow- 
peared by tlie dozen; the books were moderately well 
thumbed ; and, according to my notion of things, all went 
on perfectly right.’’ 

One of those wi.se teachers did him an inestimable ser- 
vice. He called the lad into his room, told him that his 
roving disposition would carry him into distant countries, 
and asked him to promise that from that time he would not 
toui h either wine or spirits. 'Watertoii gave the jironiise, 
and ki'pt it to the hour <if his deatli, more than sixty years 
afterwards. Once, when returning from one of his foreign 
expeditions, he took a glas.s of hec-r at dinner, but, finding 
the taste, from long di.suse, unpleasantly bitter, he put 
down the glass and never touched beer again. 

At the age of eighteen he left Stonylnirst with much Dojwrturf 
regret, and after a yeai' .spent at M'altou Hall amid the 
pleasures of the field, he started on the lir^t of his jour- 
neys abroad. It Avas dining the Peace of Amiens, and 
(Spain Avas chosen as the country which he .should A'isit. 
xVfter staying a short time at Cadiz, he sailed for Malaga, 
and had the good fortune to A'isit Gibraltar jusC in time 
to see the celebrated apes. 

Gibraltar Avas the last place in Europe Avhere apes lived 
Avild. Hoav they got there no one kiioAvs, but Wateitcii 
suggests in one of his Essays that they belonged originally 
to Africa. 

“ Let us imagine that, in times long gone by, the pre- 
sent Lock of Gibraltar was muted to the corresponding 





nil 'uiitiiiii c.illeil A]ic -) Hill, oil liir eOii^l ui li.irbary; ami 
l_iv suiiie ti'oinL-iiiIoiB convulsion nf nature, a channel 
had heeii made hetween them, and had thus allo\Yed the 
vast Atlantic Ocean to mix its waves with those ol’ 
the hleiliterranean Sea. 

“■ It apes had heen on Gihraltar when the sudden shock 
occurred, these unlucky inimickeis of man would have 
seen tlieir late iuteici'Uise with Africa ynite at an end. A 
vollina ocean, deep and daueerous, would have convinced 
them that tliore would never auain he a highway overland 
from Euro}je into Africa at tlic Straits of Gibraltar. 

‘■A'ow as loiio' ,a- trees were allcAved to grow on the 
Rock of Gibiallar, these prisoner-apes would have been 
I'letty well off. Hut, in the lap-,8 of time and change of 
■ ii'cnimr. luces, farced hy ' m.-i'essity’s supreme command,’ for 
o'ant of trei s, they would be obliged to take to the gvouiid 
• 111 all-l'uui's. lurl L../ ado]it a Very dilforent kind of life 
from th.ii v.d:ii;li they had hith.erto pursued.” 

The animal liero mentioned is the Harhary Ape, or 
Magot, a siieeic-s of .Macacijue. x\.t Giliraltar it feeds 
laruely on tlie seoriaions that liavo their hahitations under 
llie lo'-,..,. -.tone,. 1 ,1,.) not ihitik tli.'it W'aterton’s sugges- 
tiou as to its .'diered liabits is cairied out by fact.s, fur the 
maeoi is i|ni!e as mucli at Ihuiio aui' iiig rocks or among 
nvos. as am tl.e gieat h.ahouus of Southern Africa. I 
'I h ih". imy,. -i-en a nuiiih-T of magot.s in a, Luge cage, or 
la'J'cr, ajiaitiJieiit, in tlie o]ieu air. They were sup[ilied 
’Mth rock-vurk and trees, aud of tiu' two seemed to 
lUi-li'i die- liii’iiii'r. Tlieir cuhiiirs hui'iiioniced --n coiuplctidy 
\Mih tli.ct of the I'uUuh -.{ones on which they sat, that 
many ]iimu!i', p.i--,-.! tliu cage, lliiuking it to hi; uiitenauted, 
■\liilo live- ui' -n\ maeoi- wer-- soatcel among the- rocks, anel 
almost as motiouli-s-- as the stones theiiise-lves. 

( >eiier.iil V. the (iil.mliav n.agits keep tlie-liisel ve-s so 
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iiiiieli alniil', that they cannot be ?een tvitliout the aiil of a 
telescope, hut 'Watertoii was fortunate enough to see the 
will he colony on the move, thev being forced to leave their 
C[uartei'S Ijy a change of wind. He counted between titty 
and sixty of them, some having young on their backs. 

After staying for more tluiu a year in ALdaga, and 
baviiig appaa’ently in tlie nieantime accpiiivd the Spanish 
language, of which he was totally ignorant when he en- 
tered Cadiz, Ijut in which he was afterwards a proficient, ri"' 
lie projected a visit to IMalta, but was checked hy a ter- 
lible obstacle. This was the “ black-vomit," which broke 
out with irresistible force, accompanied with cholera and 
yellow fever. 

The population died hy thousands, and so many were 
the victims of these diseases that gravo.s coidd not be dug 
fast enough to keep pace with the mortality. Large pit> 
were dug — much like our plague-pits — and as they could 
not accommodate the cotiins, the bodies of the dead wme 
flung promiscuously into the pits. An uncle of Wuterton 
died of the disease, his liudy was taken out of its colli ii 
and thrown into the pit, and jn.st beneath him lay the 
body of a Spanish niaripti'<. .Mo le-^s than foniteeu thou- 
sand people died in Alalaga, notwith.>tanding that fifty 
thousand per.sons liad tied from the city. 

TVatertoii did not escape scatheless. He was .seized 
with the lilack-vomit, hut, although it was thought that . s' ; 
he could not live until the following day, his groat strength '' 
of constitution, aided hy his simple mode of life, enabled 
bim to coni|uer in the struggle. A^ if to add to the tcrror.s 
of the time, earthijuakes followed the ]>higue, and every one 
who possessed aiiothor home was anxious to leave a spot 
which had heen stricken with .such plagues, and among 
them va.s Abiterloii. Ihit the authorities had mcan- 
vchile laid an endiar-o on the shipping, and it was ne.xt to 
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iuipossiule to yet away. At Lost, at the risk of imprisou- 
iiient for life, lie C'Capied l>y the daring and forethouglit 
of a Swedish caiitaiii. 

He took on hoard "Waterton and hi.s younger hrother, 
the former being eiiti red on the hooks us a Swedish 

carpenter, and the hitter a.s a passenger. How carefully 
the escape was planned, and how .skilfully it vras e.'cecuted, 
must he told in AVaterton’s own words : — 


'■ AVe slepk onboaid for many succe.ssive nights, in hopes 
of a fair wind to cany ns through the Straits. At last, a 
real east wind did come, and it blew with great violence. 
The captain, whose foresight and pwecautious were truly 
adiniiahle, had given the .strictest orders to the crew that 
not a word should he spoken whilst we were preparing to 
escape. AA’e lay in close tier amongst forty sail of mer- 
chantmen. The huvhour-mastev having come his usual 
rouinls and found all right, jiassed on without making any 
ol iservatioiis. 


“At one o'clock. r.M.. ju.st as the governor had gone to 
the eastward to take an airing in his carriage, as was his 
custom every day, and the boats of two Spanish hrigs-of- 
war at anchor in ihc harhoiir had lauded their otliceiss fur 
the afternoon’s amnsemeiit.s, our vesstd worked out clear 
of the rest, and in.etantly hecanie a cloud of canvas. The 
captain’s cuniitciianec, which was- very manly, e.vhihited cU 
portrait of cool intrepidity rarely seen : had I possessed 
the power, I would liave made him an ailmiral on the spot. 

llie ve-?el dniye through the suif with oueh a press of 
sail that I expected every moment to see her topmasts 
cariieil away. Long Ijetore the hries-of-war had got their 
ijfiieeia on hoard, and had weighed in chase of us, we were 
far at .-ea; and when night li;el .set in we lost sight of them 
lor ever, our vessel j'ussiug Gibraltar at the rate of nearly 
eleven knot-i an hour.’’ 
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It w;is indeed furtuiiate for 'Waterton tliat lie succeeded 
in making liis escape, for in the following spring the plague 
returned with inercased violence, and no less than thirty- 
six thousand more victims perished. Waterton never 
dwells on the hardships and sufferings which he under- 
went in his travels, hut he remarks that his constitution 
was much shaken by the Malaga illness, and that in all 
probability he would not have survived a second attack. 
He had tried to persuade anotlier uncle to take part in the 
escape, but he declined, and was carried off by the second 
outbreak of the pestilence. 

So ended Wuterton’s first experience of foreign travel. 
It was not by any means an encouraging tour, for he had 
lost relatives, friends, anil healtli, wliile he had gained 
little except a knowledge of travel, and the sight of 
flamingos, vultures, and apes at liberty. 

It was characteristic of Waiertou tliat when lie found 
himself at Hull, forty-four years after he started on his 
travels, lie made inrpiiiies aliout the captain of the ship in 
vliicli he took his tirst voyage. di.M’ovcred tliat lie was 
alive, sought him out, and renewed the accpiaiiitance 
liegpin so many years before. 

His weakened state caused him tu take cold as he was 
sailing up the Channel ; the cold settled on the lungs, and 
lie was scarcely in less danger in luigkiiid than lie had 
been in klalaga. However, he again rallied, and was able 
once more to join the Liinting-fiild. .''till, the shock to 
the svsteiii had heeii very great, ami to tlie end of his 
life, though he could endure almo-^t any auiouiil of heat, 
he was painfully Sensitive to cold, and especially to cold 
winds. Tlie chilly climate ot Kngl.iiid did imt agree 
with his health, and he found himself again obliged 
to u'o abroad. He longed, he said, " to bask in a warmer 
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Sonit' estati‘> 5ii l>i.‘iner:a a ln-iira in jiosse^'inn ot the 
lainily, AV ateiton went to superiuteiid them, and in the 
interval hel'ore itaituia, iiiade the pei'iinal aei|naiiilance 
of .Sir Jo^epli Eauks, who at ouee appreciated the powers 
which the young tiavellef was afterwards to develop, 
fie gave AVat(nLon a piece of iiio.--t excellent advice, 
jiaineh', to come lionie for a time at least once in three 
year'. 

He continued to adniinhter the estates for eight years, 
when, a' Ijoth his lather and uncle, the proprietors of the 
estate.s, were dead, he liuuded over the piopeity to those 
V. ho had a right to it. and thence began his world-famed 
irtnn/i./ ('//ys, tile account of tvhich will be given exactly 
IS he wrote it; wilhoui the ( liaiige or ouiis.^iou of a 
syllable, i r the adJitioU of a imte. 
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\ to iJiinOkO «itli — .ViU'c-ntiU'.- with a Vf!i"iii'.U' 'U..k' 

—All iiiToluntiiiy — A hua'i iwymau. — TIiO Ldhavri suakL-.— 
DimiM- jai'ty in Aiiyn-mra. — A fi.o li]«ial tai’l-. — Tin Oav.'i))ii!', 
uiiilniiu. — in I'vf — A lunu' ■'•ii'il'h' miih.uii. — Tiih- 

lii ation ui the ll nm/- , on'?. — laiei'llou hy the eritins. — ibyTii-.y 
— S\\ ani'i.inT '’’in i,:ii ii]ii.iii th'.- iMUii.tii — Tiiith in the ji.'i'h of li. lioii, 
— ^Vau•ltou■^ -tyh ul wiitiiig. — yUiotati.iii' - 1 lis Lu oiu it. autliui'.- 
SeU?e uf huiiioui. — How he lUi-weied the — Char^f ol 

tii'itr. — Hmr In w,.? crcentni . — Travtl' lU rh-' Coi,tiiii,]jt. — *hi}i- 

N'l’iek. — (’filLuit cninluet of Triiii e Caiiiiio. — Lo't h_\ o..].! — Tall ini, 
Uovi r halhour and iiaiiow i m a|'e. — Tin- lain ■ t aii'l i alonu-l, — Itnla-' 
lueiit of tin- vami'iie. — A had iiottii-l. — Hal, 1>-- i ami hatl ['an'-im-iit. 
Mode of ouic. — A. ' i'.h '.t.- at in-ine. — ('dm -hot Wouu-l. — .S' V'-i-- t -11 ,,u-l 
d.lll^i foils iii]Uiii s. — (.'i-oHth'-i the hoiie-'i tl'-l .\ l-,unt'ul ojii latlOll. 

I Itiinate ii-i otaiy. - A ili.ii.n I- ■ i-lm Mai nina. 

UniiXG sttiy ill IIltiil'Iium, lu- v.a.d sL-lottod as 
lioaror of de.spatclics to tlu- Spniiish ( loveniiiiont i,, 
tJviiioco, ami recoivoil tlto fii't ci'iiiiiiissioii wliirli had 
1h-i‘u liold hy any uiic lioariny ila- mum- id' W’-iU-ili lU 
since the days of (Jimcii dlarv ; tin- coiaiiiissii ai lu-iny 
dated Atimni 1 -di is. 

'Whilo fi.t'sino Tip Iho f)nu(.iii rivi-i- in iln- fultdmi-n! 
Ilf tills inis.sieii. an advc-ntiiie occiincd 'ivlii'.-h liad wt-il 
niyli dcprivc'l the woild of tho ll'i' 

'■ I hirili-e the lu-lo ot ihi- ]'assa-i- tin- i Im-v. thero \\ 
a prand ftasl for tile eyes ami eais of an uTiiitholnai't. lu 
lhe .swaiijfiy jiaits of i!ie womlid isl,iinK_ whnii ahoiiml in 
this iiiiplii '. riv'd'. ae 'iv, aaloilov,! iii;iiimti;il 'le ; aii i 
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'1 when we had reached the higher grounds it was quite 
diarming to observe the immense quantities of parrots and 
scarlet aras wliich passed over our heads. The loud liar.sh 
screams of the bird called the horned screamer were lieard 
far and near ; and I could frequently get a sight of this 
extraordinary bird as we passed along ; but I never 
managed to bring one down with the gun, on account of 
the dilhcidty of approaching it. 

“ ^Vhi]e ve were wending our way up the river, an 
accident happened of a somewhat singular nature. There 
was a huge laharri snake coiled up in a hush, which was 
close to us. I fired at it, and wounded it so severely that 
it cotdd not escape. Being widiful to dissect it, I reached 
over into the hush, with the intention to seize it by tin' 
throat, and convey it aboard. The Spaniard at the tiller, 
on seeing this, took tlie alarm, and immediately put his 
helm aport. This forced tlie vossol’s head to the stream, 
and I was left hanging to the l.msh with the snake close to 
me, not bavin, u been alTe to recover my balance as the vessel 
veered from the land. I kept firm hold of the branch to 
which I was clinging, and was tliree times overhead in 
the water bJow, presenting an easy jircy to any alligator 
that might have been on the look-out for a meak 

'• Luckily a man who was .standing near the pilot, on 
see ing wlial had ha]‘>pciied, rushed to the helm, seized hold 
of it, and pnt it hard a-.staiboard, in time to firing the 
'/■ ! head of the vcs>cl back a;caiu. As thev were pulling 
"■ me up. I saw tlifd the .‘^iiake was evidently too far gone 
to dll mi-chitf ; and so I laid hold of it and brou,eht 
It aboard with me. to tlie horror and >urprise cif the crew. 
It measured eiAit feet iu length. As soon as I had 
C 't a change of clothe;;, I killed it, and made a dissection 

oi till- head 

" 1 would sometimes go adiore iu the swainp.s to .shoot 
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inarouJies, which are somewhat related to the i^diea'ant ; 
hut they were very shy, and it reoiiired cousidcialile 
address to get within sliot of them. Tii the-=:e lit lie' 
excursions I now and then smarted for my pains. i\h>re 
than once I got among some hungry Iceche.s, which made 
pretty free with my legs. The morning after I laid had 
the adventure with the Laharri snake, a cayman slowly 
passed our vessel. All on hoard agreed that this tyrant 
of the fre.sh waters could not he less than thirty feet 
long." 

I onght to state tiiat the Laharri snake hen,' mentioned 
is one of the most venomous serpents of (diiaiia, hut 
as it will he fully deiciihed in a suhserpu nt pace, I 
shall say no more uhout it at prc-'ciit. AV<derl''U never 
feared snakes, even though knowing that their hit'? is 
certain death, hut the eoxswaiu of ilio Boat, not Leving 
such ncrvi', might well he excused for taking ak'tm. 

A rather amn.sing incident took place when he had 
reached his destination, 

“On arriving at Angostura, the capital of the (Vmuco. 
we were received with great politeness hv the Governor. 

Xothing could snrpas.s the hospitality of tlie ].ri!u ipal 
inhahitants. They never seemed satisfied unless we were 
partaking of the dainties -which their hon-ses affonleil. 

Indeed, we had feasting, dancing, and mn>ic in siipcr- 
abnndance. 

“The Governor. Pnn T'dipe do Ahiciart'-. wa^ hdl and yy,,. 
corpulent. On our fiist introiluction, he tedd me 'Jiat he '-au/-. 
expected the pleasure of onr coinpany to dinner everv 
day during our etay in Angostura. TVe had ceit.iiiilv 
every reason to entertain very high noliona. of the 
plentiful supply of gooil things which Oiinoco aftoidcd : 
for, at the first d.iyh dinner, I com. '.id nmic ili.oi foitv 
dishes of tnh and flcsli. The govirnor wa' ^n| erhly 
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iitiivLMl ill a full uiiiforiii of u'olil and Line, tlie weight 
of wliicli alone, in that Lot edimate. and at such a 
repast, was enongli to liave inelteil liini down. He had 
not half got through his soup liefore he began vi.silily 
to liipiefy. I looked at him, and Lethought me of the 
old saving, ‘ IIow I sweat ! said the mutton-chop to the 
gridiron.’ 

■■He now Lecame exceedingly uneasy; and I myself 
had cause for alarm ; hut our sensations arose from very 
dilferent causes. He, no doubt, already felt that the 
tightness of his uniform, and the weight of the oriia- 
meiits upon it, would never allow him to get through 
that day’s dinner with any degree of comfort to him- 
self; I, oil the other hand (who would have been amply 
^atistiod with one dish well done) was liorritied at the 
ayipalling sight of so many moat.s before me. tlood- 
l.ireediug wlusperetl to me, and said ; ‘ Try a little of 
most of them.’ Temperance replied, ‘Do so at your 
peril ; and for your over-strained courtesy, you shall 
have yellow- fever before midnight.’ 

^ “At last the Oovi.’rnor said to me, in Spanish, ‘Don 
Carlo.s, this is more than man can bear. Xo jmnlo siifrir 
tnntn. I'ray pull off your coat, and tell your companions to 
do the same ; and I'll sliow tlieiii the exani[)le.’ (fu saying 
this, he stripped to the waistcoat ; and I and my friends 
and every oilicer at table diil the 'same. The next dav, 
at dinner-time, we fuiiiid his Excellency clad in a uniform 
of blue Salempore, slightly edged with geld lace." 

His tropical ir<< n'n^s came to an end in iST.r, in 
which yi-ar lie publhheal the now f.inious volume. xVt 
lii’st, he received from the critics much the same treat- 
ment a> dill Eruce and Le b'aillant. Critics would not 
I'elieve that Eruce ever saw a th ing ox cut up for food, or 
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that the Ahyssinians ate beef raw in preference to cooked. ri,' 
Neither would they believe that Le Yaillant ever chased 
a gii’affe, because, as they said, there was no such animal, 
and that therefore, Le ’S’aillant could not have seen it. 

Similarly, some of Waterton’s statements were received 
with a storm of derision, more especially hi.s account nf 
the sloth and its strange way of living ; of the mode of 
handling deadly serpents, and above all, his ride on the 
back of a cayman. There is however one honourable 
e.Kception in the i)ersoir of Sydney Smith, who devoted 
one of his wittiest and happiest essays to a review of 
the ^Yanlhl'ing■^ and fully recognized the extraordinary 
powers of Waterton. 

According to Sydney Smith, Waterton “ appears in early 
life to have been seized with an nncoiupierable aversion to 
I’iccadilly, and to that train of meteorological cpiestions 
and answers which forms the great staple of polite con- 
versation. . . 

“The sun exhausted him by day, the moscpritos bit 

him by night, but on went Mr. Charles CVaterton 

happy that he had left his species far away, and is at last 
in the midst of his Idessed baboons.” 

Nothing can be better than .Sydney Smith’s .summary of 
the life of a sloth, who “ moves suspended, rest.s sii.spended, 

.sleeps suspended, and passes his whole life in suspensi', 
like a young clergyman distantly related to a bibhop.” 

(Jr, than his simile of the box-tortoi.se and the boa, 
who “ swallows him shell and all, and consumes him 
slowly in the interior, as the Court of Chancery does a ' , y. 

large estate.” 

(Jr, what can be happier than the turn he gives to 
Watertou’s account of the toucan ? 

“How astonishing are the freaks and fancies of nature ! 

To what purpose, we say, is a bird placed in the forests ot 
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-witli :i I'lll u Y.ii'il Liii”, inukinu li inline like a 
To ^'c'ii. I 'appy doy, aud laying eggs in hollow trees ? The Toucans, 
to he sure, might retort — to wliat imrpo^e were gentle- 
tiien in Jlond Street created ' To what purpose were 
certaiu foolidi, prating rnemhers of rarlianient created? 
]'e'reiii)g the Ihuise of Coninions wiih their ignorance and 
lolly, and impediing the business of the country. There 
i» no eial ol' such iiuesti<ius. So we uiil not enter into the 
luetaphysics of the toucan.'’ 

l’eilia]-s the oiidest thing to be found in criticism is 
that which is given iii Lavdiier's Cnhimf Cuchijxdici. 
TYatei ton's '-tateiiieiits having been jiroved to l>e true, 
tlio writer now tnins round, and trices to show that after 
all tiiere w.ts ni.)thing veiy wonderful in the achieve- 

IDl 111 


‘•Ti.e croioddle in fact, is only dangerous when in the 
viii.r, I'pMii lini.l it i<i a ^low-paccd and evmi timid 
iiiiiinid. Ko that au active boy armed with a small hatchet 
might easily dcsjiatch one. There is no great prowess 
therefore ruiuired to ride on the Tiack of a }ioor cayman 
alter it has heen si-enreil. or perhaps wounded; and a 
modern wiiter might well liave spared the reeital of his 
fi.at- in thi? way upon the cayman of (fuiana, had Ire not 
r, .,1 111 e;i iiilliii 111 ed in lliis and numberless other instances by 
the greatest iiossihle love of the marvellous, and a constant 
piojH'iidty to drc'S truth in the gaiT> of fiction.” 

Tur ing aside the fact that the writer received some of 
his eciiiist instructions i'rom Y'uterton, who was always 
leady to impart Ids knowledge to those who seemed likelv 
to ni.iki- a good nse of It, the assertion is absolutely 
uu 'eriiiini.d.b'. i\() man was less iullueiieiMl hv a love of 
Til-- liiaivellous, aini none less likely to “ dress truth in tlie 
i i ‘ ' * M in'Lit ni.” 

ills kiio\\h-dge of Xaturc was almost whollv oi.itainod 
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from personal oliservatioii, auJ not one siiiLcle stateiiieut of r.i^nhit 
Ills lias ever been proved to be exaggerated, muidi lo'-s 
sliowu to be false. He inigbt sometimes diserelit the 
statements of others. For examjde, be never eouid 
believe that any races of men could be caunihals from 
choice, and not from necessity or super■^litiun. Fair, 
vhether at home or abroad, bis iuvestig-ations were so 
clo.se and patient, and bis conclusions so Jmt, t’nat he is 
now acknovledged to be a guide afisolutely safe in any 
department of hiatural History vbicb came Avitbiu bis 
scope. Xo one now would think of di.sputiiig Watertoii's 
word. If lie denied or even doubted the statements of 
others, his doubt.s would have gn-at weiglit, and could 
lead to a closer inve.stigation of the subject, but, if he 
tis-sciied aiiythiug to be a liict, bh a"ortii.iu wuiild be 
accepted without scru[ile. 

As to the ineauuig of t'le seiitcni.-e tdiout truth and 
fiction, I fail to understand it, except as a poetical way of 
rounding a paragraph. In the fir.st place, if truth he tiiith, 
it is e.sseiitially opposed to lictiun, aud cannot hmunv la r 
garb. Ill the next idace, the writer gives no ia'laiice of 
this remarkable perforuuuice, e.veept a reference to tlie 
capture of the cayman. Xow, nothing can he simpler or 
more straightforward than AVaterton's account of the wlaJe 
transaction. He does not glorify himself, nor hoa-t of lus 
courage. He leaped astride the animal, beinu .sure, IVem n 
knowledge of its strueture. that he could net he reaclwd 
by the cayman's only weapons, namely, its teeth and its 
tail, and he never repeated tlm teat. 

Even the peculiar style in whieh IVatertou wrute. Could -V"''’ 
not justify such a charge as wm.s m.ide liy .'swaiii'on. '-'imC'. 

It wa.s, perhaps luieonsciously, I'urmed oii that of .'steriii', 
many of whose phra.ses are em|Ie\eil almost veihniim 
Then, his mind was saturated with Iloiace, \'irgd (tNid, 
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Quotation. Cervantes, 'Wasliiiigton Irving (himself a disciple of 
Sterne), Ch rii Chona, and literature of a similar character. 
In the days when he first took up the pen, it vas the 
rather pedantic custom to introduce frequent quotations 
from the classics into writings, speeches, and sermons, 
and 'Waterton followed the custom of the day, IMoreover, 
it is an old Stonyhurst custom to employ such C|uotations 
Loth in conversation and writiiitr, and Waterton could 
never shake it olf. Ihit, when he came to descriptions of 
scenes in which he had taken part, nothing could he more 
simple, terse, and graphic, than Ids style, especially when his 
sense of humour was aroused. Take for example the very 
scene which Swain^on assailed. There is no fine language 
in it. There are a few of the inevitalde quotations, which 
might he omitted with advantage, hut all the descrip- 
tion is couched in the simplest and most forcible 
Engli'ih, without a redundant word. A Letter word- 
picture does not exist in onr language. We see before 
us the captureil cayman struggling in the water, the 
mixed assemhly ol South American savages, xifricau 
nogroes, a Creole, and an Englisliman, all puzzled to know 
how to get the Least ashore without damaging it, or being 
wounded themselves. 

Th.rt.hi Then, tlieic is the amusing cowardice of “ Daddv Qnashi,” 

I hill >ll ! ' w ’ 

the negro, wlio ran away vhen suspecting danger, hung in 
the rear when forced to confioiit it, and, when it was over, 
'• played a good finger and thuiiih at breakfast.” Water- 
ton’s strong sense of humour prevails throughout the story, 
hut there is not a tinge of vanity. He explains his firm 
Seat on the Inrious aidmars hack liy mentioning that he 

The hunt, had hunted for several years with Lord Darlington's fox- 
^ ' hounds, ]mt he does not tell the reader that in that cele- 

hiatcd hunt he was considered, next to Lord Darlington, as 
the best horseman in the field. 
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It is illustrative ftf AYatevton's cliaracter tliat vlieii the 
reviewers impugned liis veracity, lie trouhled himself veiy 
little aliout them, saying that the creature.s which he had 
described would one day find their way to the Zoological 
Gardens, and then that everybody would see that he had 
but spoken the truth. So, wlien the fust sloth arrived, 
bVaterton had quite a little triumph over his detractors, 

Indeed, the probability was, that, after reading one of 
these reviews, he would invite tlie as.sailaiit to Walton 
Hall, offer him the good old English hospitality of that 
idace, and settle the point of dispute in friendly controversy. 

But, little as he cared for such attacks, he vas deeply ift-;. 
stung by the einthet ‘ eccentric ’ which one writer applied “G' 
to him, and never could forget it. 

Yet, had he not been eccentric, ho could not have I'Cen 
the Charles Wateitmr so long known and loved. It was 
perhaps eccentric to have a strong religions faith, and act 
up to it. It was ecceutrie, as Thackeray said, to dine 
on a crur>t, live as chastely a.s a hermit, and give his all to 
the poor.'" It was eccentric to come into a large estate as 
a young man and to have lived to extreme old ago with- 
out hacing' wasted an hour or a shilling. It was occH-ntric 
to give bountifully and never allow liis name to ai>pear in 
a subscript ion-list. It was eccentric to be saturated willi 
the love of nature. It miglit be eccentric never to give 
dinner-parties, pn-eferring to keep) an always open liouse 
for bis friend.s ; but it was a very agreeable kind of ec- 
ceiiti'ieity. It was cccentilc to be ever eliildlike, liut never 
ebilclish. We might nndtipdy instances of his eccentiieity 
to anv extent, and may .salhly say that the world would be 
niueli better tliau il is if such ecceutrie ity were more 
common. 

It formed one of the picculiar charms of his society, ami 
he was utterlv unconscious of it. lie thought himsell the 
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iiio.'t coiJiiuoii-plaee of liuinaii Leings, and vft no one could 
lie in Li^ conip.uiv for five luiiuites witliout feeling himself 
in the })rc'/nce of no ordinaiy man. He had no idea that 
lie veas d.jing aiudhing out of the general course of things 
if lie adted a vidtor to accompany him to the top of a 
lofty tree to look at a lia.wkh nest; or if he huilt his 
stahle< -o that the horses might converse -svith each other 
nfler their work was over, or his kennel so that his 
henir.els .slionld he ahle to see everything that was going on. 

Even the ]'ius came in for their .share of his kindly 
thouehtl'uliifs,. lie used to say that in a wild state, 
.^wiiio wete not diity heasts, hut th.it when they are penned 
into <ina!l sties, as is Usually the case, they have no op- 
poitiuiity of hi ing clean. So lie hail his sties huilt of 
.stone, w ilh a st...ne platform in front, sloping and chan- 
nelled so as to he easily and thoroughly cleansed, and 
having a .'ou'hein a-pei t s,, that the pigs might enjoy 
the Ir.i.im' 111 tint sun which their master loved so much 
hiiii'i If. 

( Ml the-e waim etoiie slahs they used to lie in a half- 
dii/hiu '•i.i'e, iiiid Watertou often used to point out the 
niuhiMiid.i’ious wa']i- that came Hying into the sties and 
]i;eked i.iti the Hies from the hcidios of the drowsy pigs. 
II t-h' '!'e~ .il 'J ndhoe laid hei-il like those at Walton Hall 
he wicili.'i Hot have ie^ue 1 from them in the highly per- 
tiiiie d -t.ite whir-h he so amU'.in;_;ly di-'-crihes. See p. U. 

Some ]iemoii 3 thought that his rooted abhorrence of 
niouiiiing wa' eccentne. If .so, tlie eceentiicity is now 
.sh ill d l.y many, including my.sclt, who have abandoiietl 
on ]ii!ne]]i'.e the black crape, gloves, hat-bands, mutes, 
bhe k li.ohiv-, black-edged writing paper, and other 
cmi Veil' 1, 111,, 1 -igits of grief. 

H .itenmi however carried the prineiple still further, and 
erdd never be indtieed to wear even a black coat of anv 
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kind on any occasion. He aisually wore a blue body-coat 
with gold — not gilt buttons, but at tbe urgent rei|uest of 
the police, who told him tliat liis costly buttons were a 
perpetual anxiety to them whenever he went to Wakefield, 
he at last consented to lay them aside, except at home, 
and have his buttons covered with blue cloth. 

This peculiarity once caused him to lo.se the privilege of 
an introduction to the IVipe (Gregory XVI.). Etiiiuette 
demanded that if uniform could not be worn, the presentee 
must appear in ordinary evening dress. Xuw, had Water- 
ton cpialified as Deputy-Lieutenant, he could have followed 
the usual custom and worn that unibn'in, but as he had 
refused to do so, evening-dress was the only alternative. 

But he would not wear ‘ frac-nero,’ and so lost the 
presentation. 

On another occasion however, the dilficulty vas evaded 
in a very characteristic manner. He bethought himself of 
his commission in the Demorara militia ; but be bad no 
unifonn, and there was no time to make one. Some naval Uni/ur/n. 
friends wore with him, Captain ibirrvatt being, I believe, 
one of tliem, and with Wateiton's i.ilue cuat and guld buttons, 
surmounted with a p'uir of naval einuilettes, and with 
the addition of a naval captain's cocked bat and .swoid, 
they composed an amusingly inisjelhuuams uniform. One 
friend wickedly ^ug'gested that ^i)iu'3 woubl have an impos- 
ing effect in coimcctiou with tbe naval hat and epaulettes, 
but be was not to be caught in so palpable a snare. 

Of bis travels on the Continent, there i-. but litth; to say 
as they are related at some length in tbe three volumes of 
Essays. It i.s remarkable, by tbe way, that im the Conti- 
nent, as well as in England, lie met with injuries far more 
severe than any which be received in Cuiaua. 

Twice lie was nearly drowned. 
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On one ocL"i5>ioii lie was on Loard a vessel named the 
Tulhy\ and honnd fioni Civiti Y'eccliia to Leghorn. In 
the night of the sunie d.iv. an accident befell the I’uJl/ii', 
almost exactly reseiiibling- that in which the ill-fated 
was destroyed. The night was peculiarly 
calm, the .stais were shining brightly, and everything ap- 
peared to be in secuiity, when all on board were startled 
from their .sleep by a violent shock. A steamer, named 
the Moiiijihi IJu, from Leghorn to L'ivita Yecchia, had run 
into tlie J'oUi'y, and cut her nearly in two, the cutwater of 
the Mi’itijihdhi having actually forced its vay into 'Water- 
ton’s cabin. 

Lortunately for the passeugeis, most of them, including 
"Waterton and liis family, were sleeping on deck. As is 
too often the case under similar circumstances, the officials 
on boaid the oilending vessel h.ist their iiresence of mind, 
and Were actually ,'lieeriiig oil' from the wreck. Had it 
not been for the courage and .-^kill of I'rince Cauiuo (Charles 
Ldiinparte the lo>' ot life inii.-t have been A’ery great. 

1[(,' was a pa^'cnger on board the Jlonijiii lln, knocked 
the steer'>inan off the wheel, took the helm himself, and 
laid the Vessel along-;ide the siidtiiig Uidy (.me 

life was lost, that of a man who had a large sum of gold 
sewed in a belt nmnd his waist, and was drawn under 
water by the weight. 

In this shipwreck, although 'Waterton's life was saved, 
he and his jiarty lo-t their wardrobes, money in cash, and 
le'tter.s of eiediit, bnok-^, writings, pa-spurts, and works of 
art ; the la^t nientioiie-d L i-.- l.ieing iirepauible. Fever and 
dysentery am re the le-ull.- of the .ehipwreek, and elid not 
loo-ell theii hold until long afterwards. 

Another time, lie fell into Dover haroour while ahout to 
embark' on board the steamer. Any oim a\ Iiei ha- Avalked on 
elifl^ on a dark night ia aivare of the difliciilty of distiiignish- 
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in" land from 'wator. At ^larmrte I was once witliin a siimle D^ntii^rs 
step of falling over tire cliff, wliose edges coriesponded so 
exactly in colour with the sea and rucks below, that, had 
it not been for the information conveyed b}' a stick, I 
rairst have been instantly killed. Several persons, indeed, 
liac'e lately been killed at the same spot. 

Thinking that he wa.s at the gangway, he stepped over 
the edge of the Cjuay, and i'ell fifteen feet into the water 
sinking under the paddle-box, and only lindiiig support 
by catching at the wheel itself. Thence he wa.s rescued ; 
but the cold winds blowing on him as he ^tood wet and 
dripping on the deck of the .Aeauier, brought on a violent 
attack of fever. He had recourse to his usual double 
remedy, the lancet and calomel, and recovureil suiliciently 
to attend the great religious festival at llruges, for the sake 
of which he had lelt Kngland. 

His reliance on the lancet ami ealomel was almost in- 
credible. In these times the former is hardly ever used, 
and tlie latter has bocu abandoned by a great number of 
medical men. Hut in ‘VVatertons early days tbesc were 
the principal remedies, and he never lost faith in them. 

When I last saw him in tS'i:'., ho told me that he had 
been bled one hundred and sixty times, mostly by Lis own 
hand. 

The amount of blood wbieb be would take at a time 
from bis spare and almost emaciated frame was positively 
liorrifying. On this occasion he lo't twenty-live ounces 
of blood, and next morning took twenty grains of jalap, 
mixed with ten grains of calomel. It was no evoiider that 
the vampire bat of Cluiana would never bite liini. though 
be left his foot invitingly out of the liamnioek in order to 
attract it. He used to complain that the bat never could 
be induced to bleed him, tbougli it would attack a man J'',,qnrc. 
lying in the next lianimock ; but be might have antici- 
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pated that tha vaiiipiie would know better than to try to 
suck blood Iroiu a man who was constantly bleeding 
himself. 

Besides these accidents by water, he twice suffered 
severe injuries when travelling by land. 

Ih-nLrd isis^ wliilu returning over iloiint Ceiiis, he fancied 

that the baggage on the top of the carriage was loose, and 
inouiited on the r\heel to examine it. I'lifortiiuatelj' his left 
knee liroke the wimlow, and two large pieces of glass ran 
into it ju'l above the kuee-jihnt. In spite of the darkness, 
he contrived to get out the two pieces of glass, bound up 
the wound with his cravat, cut off his coat pocket, and had 
it filled With poultice at the iieare.-^t liouse, and, although 
repeatedly attacked rr ith fever, he reached I’aris and there 
gained str'Tigth to leturn to liiiglaud. The knee remained 
stiff for two years. l)ut by continual e.xereise without the 
aid of a walking-.'.tick, the limb rcco'>ered its normal llexi- 
bility. 

The iie\t ra.-eidi-ul miglit have heeii nearly as seriijus, 
and is heir given in his 0'.\n woisk ; — 

Bm-efoot <- j jjp},, .ndvriiture on the roud from Baccaiio to 

v.itik fo 

jivui-:. liuiiie iii'L AVortii rL-latiii,u. ^ut 1 deem nece-^.-^iiry tu 

be iiitrodueed here in older tliat some of my friends in 
the Litter city, and other.-, in I'iuglaml, iiiay not give me 
credit fur an all.iir vliich d-servC' no eiedit at all. These 
guild friends had gut it into their head-, that I had reached 
Iloiue after walking harefuut fur nearly twenty miles, in 
order to shiiw luy re--]i(et and reverence for the sacred 
capital 1,1 the Chriatiau world. 'W'ould that my motive 
had been as pure as repreaciited. The sanctity of the 
cliui-ehr-; till- lemaiiia ot hilly maitrua which enrich them, 
the relica uf caiiunistd saints placed in such pirofusion 
tiiiuuuliuut tliriii, iniulit -Well induce a Catholic traveller 
to adopt this eas\ and luod.e of .shoving his religious 
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feeling. But, unfortunately), the iilea never enteved rny 
mind at the time. I had no other motives than those of 
easy walking and self-enjoyment. The affair which caused 
the talk took ydace as follows : — 

^Ye had ariived at Baccano in the evening, and whilst Baccaiw. 
we were at tea, I yrroposed to our excellent friend Air. 
Fletcher, who had joined us at Cologne, that we should 
leave the inn at four the next morning on foot to Borne, 
and secure lodgings fur the ladies, wlio would follow us 
in the carriage after a nine-o'clock fireakfast. Having 
been accustomed to go witliout shoes mouth after month 
in the rugged forests of Cluinna, I took it for granted that 
I could do the same on the y)avemeut of his Holiness I’oyie 
Gregory the Sixteenth, never once retlecting that some 
fifteen years had clapseil fri.mi the time that I could go 
barefooted with comfort and imynuiity ; during the interval, 
however, the sequel will show that the soles of my feet had 
undergone a considerable alteration. 

“"We rose at three the morning after, and having ynit a 
shoe and a sock or half-stoidcing into each jiocket of my 
coat, we left the inn at Baccano for Borne just as the hands 
of our watches yioiuteil to the hour of lour. Air. Fletcher, 
having been horn in Xoith Britain, ran no risk of injuring 
Ins feet by an act of imyn-mlence. Tht* sky was clouilless 
and the morning frosty, ;ind the ydanet A’emis shone iiyion 
us as though .she liad been a little moon. 

“ Whether the severity of tlie i'rost, whicli was more than 
commonly keen, or the hardnes.s of the yiavement, or perhaj'S 
both conjoined, had deyirivcd my feel of seiisilidity, 1 hail 
no means of ascertaining; hut this is certain, I vent on 
merrilv for several miles without a sii>jiieiou of anything 
being wrong, until we lialtcd to admire more yiarticularly 
the transcendent syilendour of tin- morning yilanet, and tlien 
I saw blood on the pavement ; my right foot was hB-eding 
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apace, ami, on tnmiii" tlie sole upperiiirist, I perceived a 
piece of jae'eed desli liaiigiiig by a string. Seeing that 
there would he no chance of replacing the damaged part 
with success, I twisted it otf. and then took a survey of 
the foot hy the light which the star.s afforded. 

"Air. d'letcher, horror-struck at what he saw, proposed 
immediately that I should sit down by the side of the road, 
and then‘ wail for the carriage, or take advantage of any 
vehicle which might come up. Aware that the pain would 
he excessive so soon as tlio laceratc<l parts would become 
stilt by inaction, I resolved at once to push on to Home, 
wherefore, jmtting one shoe on the sound foot, which, hy 
the way, liad two unbroken blisters on it, I forced the 
wounded one into the other, and oif we started for Eome, 
which we reached alter a very uucomfcirtable walk. The 
iiijured foot liad two months' confinement to the sofa before 
the damage was is.gsiircd. 

“■ It was this unfortunate adventure which gave rise to 
the story of my walking baiefonted into Eome, and which 
gaineil me a reputation Iw no means merited on my part.” 

Two more serious accidents occurred within his own 
doinaiiH. 

He was out shooting in when the gun exploded 

jimt a-; he was ramming tlic wad on the powder. For- 
tunately the charge of shot had not been put into the gun. 
As it wa^, the ramrud was driven comi)letely through the 
foretiiiger of tlie right h.uid, between the knuckle and first 
j(piiit, seveiing tlu' tcndmi,, but not breaking the bone, 
till High tlie igniled v adding and powder followed the 
ramrod tlirough tlie wound. He procured some warm water 
at a ncichbouiiiiu liouse, \\ .miied the wound rpiite clean, 
replaced the tendons in their proper jiositions, and bound 
up the iiiigcr, takinu i-are to give it its }iroper form. 

U1 cour-^e tlie lancet was mod freely, and hy dint of 
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poulticing and constant care, the full use of the tiiiger was 
restored. 

The other accident might have caused hi.s death on the 
spot, and was a far more severe one than that liy which he 
afterwards lost his life. 

In 1830, he dicing then in his sixty-ninth year, he was 
mounted on a ladder for the purpose cjf pruning the branches 
of a pear-tree. The ladder, which was iinn’cly propped 
against a machine of his own invention, slipped sideways, 
and came to the ground, Waterton lundiig fallen nearly 
twenty feet. 

Ho had been repeatedly warned that the machine, not 
having side stays, must fall if the weiglil were tlnvwii on 
one side. But he still persisted in using it, although, 
shortly befoi'e the accident, lii'< snu laid Iclt tbe spot, 
saying that he could not be responsible f-i an accident 
which he forc'aw lait could not preveiii. He was ]Kirtially 
stunned, and his arm greatly injured, the heavy ladder and 
machine having fallen into the hollow and smashed the 
elbow-joint. 

His first act on recovering liimself was to use his lancet 
and take away thirty ounces of blood, rufortunately a 
second accident happened almost immediately alter the 
first, a servant having thoughtlessly withdrawn a chtiir 
just as he was seating himself, and so catming a second 
shock, and the loss of thirty onnces more hlood. 

For some time, he lay iiisensihle and was apparently 
dving fast, but his iron constitution at length prevailed, 
and he was restored to lilo, tliongli not to healtli. line 
injured arm was gradually dwTudliiig in -,ize, and gave 
eoutiinitil jiaiii, causing lo-s ol .'?lcc]i and ap[ieiiie. He 
had ;it last resolved on having the arm anqiutated, when 
his gamekeeper advised liim to try :i certain hoiie-setter 
living at Wakefield, vvho was celebrated for hi^ cures. 
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r//.’ Bone- ’Wateit™ took his a<lvice and sent for tlio practitioner, 
if/tr. Crowther, who decided that he could cure the in- 

jured liinh, hut at tlie expcn-^e of preat pain. The wrist 
was much injured, a callus had funned in the elhow-joint, 
and the shoulder was paitially dislocated. After a time 
spent in iiihliinpp pulliiip, and twisting, he pot the shoulder 
and wrist into their places, and then, graspiing the arm 
“ ju^t above the elliow with one hand, and below it with 
the other, he smaAied to atoms, by main force, the eallu.s 
Painful which had formed in the ilislocatecl joint, the elbow itself 
ni»ratwa. thotiuh the iiiteiior parts of it had consisted of 

tobacco-pipe shanks." 

The pi'i.ice.ss was V()u;Ji, and pave inc.xpressihle pain, hut 
it was effeetual, sleep and appetite returned, and health was 
srion re.'tovud. 

From this accident Watertmi drew a characteristic warn- 
inp, minudy, never to n^e ladders wlicn climhing trees. 

(.iiie, if not the princi[ial reason of his cessation from 
tropical e.\].h .rations, was his marriage. In 1S29, he 
married .\nnc. a danulitcr of the (diaries Fdmonstone 
of J)emerarn. who is ufteii mentioned in the Wo ivltrinijs 
as a kind and (ini’ liicml. 

ilarrlarjr. His marriage has a curiously romantic history. 

i\Ir. Charh'S Fdmonstunu, uiu.. uf tlie F.dinunstones of 
Lroicli in Scotland, had [U'evioHsly gone to l)emei’ara, 
where lie nn-t a f dlow-fountryniau, William Ficid of 
Hanll'shire, who liad .settled there, and laid married ilinda 
i.’.us (epneial!y called Frmeuss ^liuda' dnnehtcr of an Arowak 
Mifi'hi, ( 'li.ivh— lcdmon..| line nnivriud Helen, dangliter of 

William Jteid and Aliinla, and they had several children, 
one of whom, Anne Alary, hcrauie the wife of AVaterton. 
He met her in Hemeiara, wdule she was yet a child, and 
made n]i his nmid that slic should he lii^ wife. 

Air. Fdinon.'toiie atterward.s returned with his familv to 
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Scotland, and piircliased Cardlross Park, an old family 
estate that had formed a portion of the dow.c’ of one ot 
his royal ancestors ; Sir John Edmon^tone, who married 
the Prince-^s Isahol, danyhtor of Pohert 11. of Scotland ; 
and Sir William Edmonstone hi.s sou, who married his 
cou.-^in, the Princess IMaiy, daughter of Pohert 111. 

Through this brancdi, Edmund Watertoii, the present head 
of the family, is cle.scended line.tlly from Leofric and ( lodiva , 
whose romantic legend i.s, I regret to say, wholly a myth. 
It was impossible that site could have ridden through 
Coventry, fur the same ren.^on tliat, aecordiiig to the old 
song, prevented Gny Faux from cro^'iiig Vauxhall Bridge 
on ]ii.s way “ to perpetrate his guilt." Coventry wa.s not 
in existence at tlie time. 

There is, liowever, some foundation Ur the legend. 
Godiva was a lady possessing vast vealtli, with whii'h 
she determined to found and endow an ahhi-y. This slip 
did, “ strijipiiig herself of all that she liad," and thence 
the legend. Ci.iventry grailually nreise ronml the alihev, 
and had no streets, and consequently no tolls, until Girdica 
had been dead at least a century. 

Gn the death of ( liarles Edmonstone and Id' wife, their 
three daughters, Eliza, Anne iMary, and Helen, wore .sent 
tci the well-known convent i>f P.ruw-s, for the puri osn of 
completing their education, and, in the ( 'onvent Churcli, 
Watei'ton was married to Anne, on Al.iy 11, lR2'.f 'ho 
being then only seventeen, and he forty-eigiit. There is 
an old Scotch proverb to the eftect that a bride ot one 
IMav will nes'er st-e a seeond. It was hut ton tiaie in llii' 
case, for Anne IMary aterton died on April 2,. IS.'.o, 
twenty-one dius ..Her .uiviiig birth to a 'on 

Thronuh him it i' to be Inqieil that a line so inti i woven 
with ancient histoiw . .and so ]'ronnnent in luoderii tini. 
will not he hl'eken. lie married Jmephine, 'eeoml ifiiigli! • i 
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ot’ Sir Jiilui luiiii'i, TS.at. ut' ISalliilahuwu Court, Co. Wo't- 
nioatli, Ii'ol.iiiil. Ho lias issno, — Two srms, Ciijrles E IuiuikI, 
iii.iw a stu lout lit Sioin liiir'i, luul Tliomas }ilore. Euur 
clauulitoi’?, t\Iaiv, Ai^ui'S, Auiabil (wlio died a few months 
after her hii llf , aiiel Joneuhme. 

'Waterton uould never laar to =;peak of his wife, Imt he 
needed help in the e.'a’e of hisiuiant son. For this purpose, 
he U'ked her two s'htiis, the IMisses Eliza and Helen Ed- 
mon.stone to take nip the-ir abode with him. Tiiis they did 
to the hour of his death, and he often wrote witli ali'ec- 
tu'iiiate gratitude of their de\otion to him. 

He } earned to go luck again to the wiids of (tuiana, hut 
considered that his child had prior claims upon him, and 
so, according to hi.s invariable cu.stom, he sacrificed in- 
clination to duty 
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Magnificence and money. — M’atertnn's nioleof life an'l personal oxpens’s 
— Sleeping on planks. — His visits to the chapel — The “ morning gnu ' 

— The razor and the lancet — Eeductioii of the f.unily estates.— His 
work at dValton Hall. — Matural advaiitiges of the ]d,v’e. — The wall 
and its co^t. — dSargces and tliHirgmis.— Instinc: of the herons. — Heroins 
and fish-ponds. — Drain. ige of the ponds — The m nit e.vtciid’ il into a 
lake. — Old Gatesv.iy and Ivy-Tower. — iiiege by Oliver Cromwell. — 
Tradition of a musket-hall.- Diaw-bridge and g.iteway in the olden 
times. — Tradition of a cannon-ball. —Both lull and cannon discovered. 

— Sunken plato and we.ipniis. — IhUo .af "'iltm Hall — CVest view of 
lake. — IIow to strengthen a bank. — Pike-c iti-hmg. -c'.its un i pike. — 

Spot where dVateiton fell. 

W.CTEETOX .VT no.ME, and, what a home : ..p- 

It was not magnificent in the ordinary sense of the w’ord. 

Such magnificence may be the result of mere wealth, with- 
out either taste, imagination, or appreciation. The veriest 
boor in e.xistence, who happens by some turn of fortune to 
be put in possession of enormous w-ealth, need only give 
the w’ord, and lie may revel in laorc than royal 
magnificence. 

As for the house itself, no expenditure could give it the ns; 
least pretence to beauty or stateliness. It is one of the 
worst specimens of the worst era of architecture, and is 
nothing but a stone box perforated with rows of oblong 
holes by way of window-s. 

I tried on all sides to obtain a view of it which would 
soften down its ugiiiie'S. but could not succeed. Tlie 
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front of the house is, stmiige to say, the worst part of it, 
beiny a flat, smooth, stone wall, with three rows of ohlonc; 
wiiulows, eight in a row. The only .specimen of architec- 
ture wliicli coulcl approach it in this respect is a work- 
house of the same date, those of nioJein times being 
infinitely superior in architectural effect. 

Why the grand old house should liave lieen pulled down 
to make way for sucli an edifice is quite inexplicalile. 



r;.i I'-.i \'eiy tew houses will be tound with an oak-}ianelled hall 
ninety feet in length. Yet all this wa> destroyeil ; part nt 
the oak -panelling wa-- ii'od in Imikliug a pigeon-liou.se, and 
the rest was burned. Siieh was the state of architeetuie 
in the days “ when George the Third was king,” 

Unfoitiuiately, no j-nintings or engravings of this most 
nu-murable house aie in existeiiee, thuuuh there are in- 
iinnieiable pdates of the Seeds ot the Yobility and 
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Gentry,” lauat of tlieiii in the style siitirized by HngartU 
in Ids “ Marriage a la iMode.” 

In fact, the architecture of tliat era is on a par with tlu; .tn/ic r- 
classieal costumes of the stage. I have possessed for 
many years a voluiae of Sluihspeare in wliich there is a 
portrait of an actor in the part of Troihis. lie is 
classically costutned as a Troj.in in a tight scale cuirass, 
a short cloak, knee hreeches and silk -^lockings, Eoinan 
buskins, a tie wig, a helmet witli a vast pUiiue of ostrich 
feathers, and he is bidding delinnce to Diomedes with a 
toy iti.iorish sword which vonld iiardly cut off the head 
of a wa.s doll. 

So if ’Waterton liad desired architectural mngnilicence, 
he could not have ohtained it, e.vceiit by pulling the 
house down, and building another. But, he Iiad no taste 
fur such magniticence, his life being one of rigid, not to say 


severe, 


His persona! expenses were such as could have been 
covered by the wages of one of the labonier.s on his own 


estate. His single room had neither bed nor carpet. He 
always lay on the hare hoards with a hlatdvet wrapped 
round him, and with an oaken lihick by way of a pdlowg 
As has Leen mentioned, he never touched fermented litjuids 
of anv kind, and he tuok hut very little moat. 

'When I knew him, he always retired to his riiom 
at 8 I’M. l\wv men of liis aee would have chosen a 


rudiu at the very top of a largo hoU'o; lait .st lirs were 
nothing to Waterton, whose limh> weie stieiigtlieiied by 
peipetual tree climbing. I’unctually at tlnve .V.M , liciiig 
roused by tlie crowing of a liuge ( 'o.-hiu China cock, which 
he Called his ‘ morning uun,’ he rose from his phiiik Couch, _ 
lighted his tire, lay down lor hidf an hour, and was always 
dressed and ckoely, nr as he called it, ‘ clean ’ shaven, liy 
tour, when he went into the jiiivale chapd which was 
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lu'xl iliiiir tu lii- I'lMiin, aii'l wIiltl- he U'Ually spent an hour 
in prayer, 

] hah 'cveial I'rienilly altercations witli him upon shav- 
inpn hilt he wonhl as sunn L;ive nn tlio hmeet as the razor. 
He wnul ! not even wear a particle of whi.'ker, anh kept 
111- thiek snowy liair \Mthiii half an inch of length. He 
h.ul not lo't a liair, m .sj.ite of his ahvanced age, and 1 have 
often thought that if he had allowed his hair and beard to 
grow to their fidl In.'cnriaiice, a nobler figure could not have 
M^ited an artist’s dieams. 

Then came reading Latin and Spanish books (Don 
Quixote being always ciiie), atid then writing, receiving 
bailiffs ixg'oit, ike., until eight, when, at the stroke of Sir 
Tlionius IMore's cdock. hivakfast was served. So, lie had 
done a fair day's work and finished breakfast at the time 
when most persons of his position in life had scarcely awoke. 

Ill the next place, he was not a rich man. 

a rule, the old Yorkshire families are wealthy, and 
tlie Watertons would have been among the wealthiest of 
them, hut for the shameful oppressions to wliicli thev were 
snljjc-ctcd. That must ai.-eoiiipli^hed robber, Heiirv A’ll I , 
had confiscated the greater part of the estates, and what 
with direct rohliencs, double taxation, fines, and so fortli, 
tlie (--itites Were terribly reduced when he came into po.s- 
-eision of them. Even if hei had wished it, magnificence 
Mould Hot liave hem fitt.dnahle, hut he achieved moie 
t’a.m iiiagnificence, and with the re -tricted means at his 
.^inm.oad eonswi'd ,i \ .orkshiic- \-alley into a serii.ihle 
wonder-lauii 

Tn this congenial t.ask he was favoured by circumstances 
which arc not likely to occur again. He po.ssesscd the 
leipii'ite l;no\s ledge, a comtitutiou of iron, and a frame of 
.istuiushing euilui.inci- and activity. He came into pos- 

‘—•.oil (,l M-fiti IS ,a very young man, onlv twentc- 
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luiir }( aiA of aue, and reinaiiit-d aliS'dute master for neailv 
bixty years. 

It was a [)ity that he did Jii't hc^t.]W as much jiaiu' nn 
lii.s e'tate a.s rat his hirds. But he wa.s no jtracticwl 
agriculturist as his father had been. He cjiild nut do 
aiittliiiiQ whicli looked like oppressing his tenants, and 
the eonsequeiice w.is. that they were habitually in lieavy 
arieais, and often threw up their fames cMtliout paying 
relit, having impoverietied the land and enriched thein- 
selves. 

He loved natural liLstory in all its forms, but his chief 
J'ui'suit was the study uf l.iiul-life, and he modified the 
grounds to tiie use of tlio birds, caring much muie for their 
cruiifort than his own. I’or tins jairposc the grounds were 
admirably adapted by Xatnre, and he ai'lcd licr by art. 
Tliere weie a large moat and a succc'.eioii of ponds fur the 
accommodation ot mpi.itic hirds. Tlieri' were swampy 
places where tlie birds could feed. There were mined editice.s 
for such birds as chose them for a residence, and tlie whole 
of the park was covered with stately trees iMoreover, the 
house stood on a stone island in the moat, and, as may be 
S'-eii from the illustration on ]iage :lo, permitted the haluts 
ul the w uter-hirds to In' e]o^el\ watelnd 

Tie' first need was obviously tci allow the birds ^o be un- 
disturbed liv bovs and otliei intruders and to prohibit the 
liriiig- of guns — the only sound which hiiaB .'cem iii-iinc- 
tively to dread. But, as iheiv was a public pathw ay ruii- 
uiiig in front of the lioii-t', he had great (iilfieulty in 
ohtaiiiiiig peimissiiiii to clo'o it. This ohject, however, 
was at last attained, and ho then began his wail. It is ol 
a rouclilv citeiilar foim, the house being mar the eeiitre. 
No-, 'here is it less iiiaii eight ieet hieli, and where it runs 
along the canal, it is more than doiihle that height, in order 
to protect the finds from the euiis of hargees. 
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liar^j Tlie=e men, liy tlie way, used to be most determined 
]ioi;ieliers, and. on account of tlieir mode of life, even if 
deterti-d and clinked, they could escnpe lyv means of their 
barops Thev were chary, however, of venturing inside a 
.sixtiaju feet wall, and after a while ceased from troubliii". 
Such a Work was neces-arily very exjiensive, costim:; at 
le.rst ten thousand ]>ounds. It was too laru'e a sum to be 
paid at once, and AVaterton would not run in debt. So, 
every year, he ]')Ut aside as much money as could he spared 
for the w.dl, went on building until the moTiey was ex- 
]iended, and then stop])ed the work, and waited until the 
following year to continue it The wall was three miles in 
total length, and inclosed an area of two hundred and 
fifty-nine acres. 

The value of this wall w.is shown hy the fact that the 
very year after it was linishi'd the lieroiis came and estab- 
li--hcd tliemsolves witliin it. At my last visit in ISdo, 
tliere were nearly forty nests. 

lli'iw should they know that a wall could protect them 
agiiiiist man ? It was no oh.stacle to them, and how they 
could have known, as tlioy evidently did, that it was an 
olistacle to mankind is one of the yet rmsolved problems 
which puzzle students of zoology. Moreover, they knew’ 
tliat tlio.se few specimens of humanity wlio came within 
the wall wfiuld do them ito liarm. I have often been in 
the heronry, witli the blue fragments of broken eggs Iviiig 
(in the ground, and seen the lierons noing to ami from tluhr 
iiome w ith jierfeet um oiiceru. Even on the gmuml, the 
hevoiis had no fear of man. Provided tlirit a man a])- 
proai heil them slowly ami ([iiiellv, lie could come close 
eiioueli to si-e tlu ir eye-,, and evmi to juitice the relleetion 
oi the rippling water up.on their grev ])luniago. 

Xot rally !u the liovourv, but ill other parts of tlic ]iai'k 
near the wa’i'i, the hu'ds Wouhl allow tlicniselvcs to be 
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ap[>roacliecl quite closely, so tliat their peculiar hahits 
could Le tvatchej. I was able to secure slight sketches 
of the characteristic, and almost grotescpie attitudes as- 
sumed by the heron, and have selected three as examples. 



Fig. 1 sliow.s the bird in a po.sition whicli, in common 
with the tiaiiiiugo, stork, and other long-legged wading 
birds, it is fond of assuming. It doubles its legs under 
the body, thrusts the feet forward, sinks its head upon its 
shoulders, so as to conceal the long neck, and remains 
so motionless and so unlike a heron that it might easily 
he passed without notice. 

Fig. 2 .shows the heron standing on one leg at rest. By 
moving cautiously round the bird, I succeeded in getting a 
back view, so as to show the perfect balance of the body 
on the single leg (Fig. 3). 

"Waterton had a .''pecial love for the heron, and frequently 
alludes to the services which it renders to the owners of 
lish-ponds. 

“Formeily we had a range of fnh-ponds here, one Ohi /.■■h- 
above the other, covering a si)ace of abont three acres of 
ground. Clu.-5e by them ran a brook, lioin wliich the water- 
rat.s made legular [las^ages through the intervening hank 
into the ponds. These \ei'i'.;u were engaged in iiover- 
cea.-^ing nii-:chief. Flo sooner w a.-' one hole repaired than 
iuiotlicr wa.-^ made , ^o that wr had the niortifii alii in to see ' 
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tl.o pouils gi-neirilly eiglit or ti-u iin las Lelow \vati‘i 'tiiark 
This eiiconrageT the growtli nt weaiis to a luo^t inooimno- 
uious extent, Avhich at last put an eml tn ali ] pleasure in 
hailing. T'lndiijg that the ‘gieeii mantle fuun the stainliiig 
pool’ wiia neither useful nor pleasant, 1 oiJereJ the puinhs 
to lie drained, and a jilantatioii to bj iiiaile in the sjiaee of 
ground xvhieh they hael occupied. 

" Had I known as inuch then as I know now of the 
valuable services of the heron, and had there been a good 
heronry near tlie place, I should not have nutde the change. 
Tlie draining of the ponds did not seem to lessen the 
iiuinber of rats in the block ; hut soon after the herons 
had settled here to breed, tlie rats became e-xtreinelv 
scarce; and now I rarely see one in tlie place, where 
fornieily I could oh.serve niind.ier.s sitting on the stones at 
the mouth of their hole.s, as simhi as the sun had gone 
dow n below the hori/.on. I often watch the herons on tlie 
banks of some other store-[ionds with feelings of delight . 
and nothing would grieve me iiioie than to see the lives oi 
thi.-se valiuihle and ornamental birds s.icnticed to the whiiii' 
ami ca])rice.s of man.” 

A portion of one fif these now dry tish-jji iials iiia\ he 
seen in the Tiln-luitii m of tlie (irotto," on j.aee bS. Uu 
sLicli a rich -oi! as that alfnrdcd by the bed of an old fish- 
pond, tlie tivc^ grew with gie.it r, oddity, and th- sp.jt is 
imw a .singiilaily ]iictiire.'(|ue uiie, with hold edicts of 
light and shade, and "iielti i from the wind and ^iiii. 

The next iiiq.oitaiit wmk wim the extension of the imjat, 
a long and eo~i]v oporatain. 

'1 111- ].ic'-.-i!t liou-e is comparatively modern, standing well 
ch el- ol water. Hut. the oiiginal house extended to 
the wall r I II Ihe -oiilh side ami wa- .i fnitilied Imihline of 
-nil.cieiit a s'. iiudi r ( hcimweirs 
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Uiitlirtun.itc] V, Wati'i'toii’s fathor dt-'t roved this historical 
huildiiiLj tsj make I’oom for the present house, and almost 
the onlv relie of this fortification is the nhl pateway, with 
Us central tower and tlaukirig turrets. ..nd said to lie more 
th.iU a thousiind years of ape. 

Tlie gate itself is of very thick oak planking, pierced Th, <jau- 
vilh Inooholes for nmsketrv. ami hearinp t.inuible evidences 
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of the siege in the shape of many bullet maiks. In the left 
portion of the gate time is a ball still remaiiuiig. vhich is 
distiiieuishe 1 bv an iron ring round it healing an iii.-eriplioii 
to the elitet ll.el it was liod by Oliver (fioiuwell him--Llf, o; 
That he took an aetiiep.irt in the siege i-Mell known, but ' 
U is il flh ult to ident’.fv any imliA idna.l bulb't wliii li he 
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/' >- ,17 tiled. Tlie tradition fuitlier state? tluit the shot was aimed 
at the hilly ot' the* house, wlio <;allautly conduuted the 
deteiice la melf. The reader may he iutere.sted to hear 
that lier di I'eiiee was suece^^t'iil. 

The .^heteh, iL-pre?entiiiL; the (lateway in its present con- 
dition, was taken on the oi'po-ite side of the water, from a 
sjiot elo^e to tlie tall and liyhtniuy-.^hattered poiilar-tree, 
sliown on the riyht hand of the illustration on p. oG. 
The chief interest of this vii-w lic-s in the gateway itself. 
Ju.st heliind it is an odd-looktiiy tower, which was huilt hy 
Waterton for the UsO of .stailiiig's, and the ]ilace is enclosed 
on the iitirth by a tldck and clo'cly-clipped hedge of yew. 
The heavy ma.'ses of ivy which fall in thick clusters from 
the till l ets and w hieh ,sei ve - as a refuge for many birds, 
Lave given to the 'titieture the name of Ivy Tower, by 
whieh it is oftem menlituied ill the E'Says. 

'\Miilo still Very young, I was familiar with the Ivy 
Tower from \Valerli.>n's Jhsays. They mostly appeared in 
I.oudon's J//g/a:bo’ ly’ Xofui'.il IlUhirii, and as that valu- 
able }iublieaiioii w.is takoii in at the Asbinoleaii Society 
of (J,\ti.ird, Mbere 1 lived, I used to watch im[iutieiitly for 
each siu ces'ive number, in the ho[ie that it might contain 
an article from AVaiertoii’s pen. Tliirs, the gateway, the 
lake, the heronry, the starling towers, the fallen liiillstoiie, 
the sliatten d po]ilar, the holly hedges and the wooden 
pheasants, were all knouii to me, and when at last I had 
tl;e pr.vilege of vi--iung yValton Hall, there was not one of 
tho-e 'p-il> tlial I did not joyiiiily ree'ignize. 

'' ' In the old time-:^ the oiilv ai'pioai-h to tlie maiiil aid was 

t-, 

by a dm wbndge, opening on to the gateway, w hicli was 
then thi'ei- "tones liigh. This ],as lem^ been destroved, 
and at present ilu; a[iproach is made bv a light iron bridge, 
r,.tlier to the icght of the gateway. This laidgu! is imt 

d.oM 1, in ;li,. ti h. 
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As to the siege, there are otlier reminiscences beside the 
gateway itself. 

\Vliile the soldiers of Cromwell were occupying the hill 
nearly opposite tlie gateway, one of the soldiers starteil olf 
with a keg on his shoulder to fetadi beer from the village. 
Thinking that lie would return by the .same route, one of 
the garrison aimed a little gun which was mounted on the 
topmost story, so as to command tlie path. The soldier .( y i' 
did return by the same way, and was .struck down by the 
hall, which, passed through hi^ ihigli. 

Tlie tradition of this lucky shot was handed down from 
father to son, until it reached 'W'atertou’s fatlwr. He had 
the curiosity to dig at the .spot where the man was said to 
have fallen, and there he found tlie ball, a little iron one. g/ic/,, 
Tills he gave to his son, with a reipie.st that it should 
always remain iii the family. 

In while dredging away the drift mnd which had 
accumulated round the gateway, a small iron cannon was 
discovered. As the ball fitted it, and it was found e.vaetly 
below the turret from wliieli tlie fatal .shut bad been fiied, 77, - 
there could Iv no doubt that it was the identical gun 



mentioned in tlie tradition ; so ^^■a teitou had the plea-'-me 
of placing the cannon and the ball together in In', liou-e, 
where every visitor could see them. 

Beside the gun, there were found a .-’Wnid-hlade, a spear, 
daggers, a.xe, many coins, keys, and some silver plate. 
Tor their presence in the mud Waterton nern'ints 'ey 



4ri 


BioanAniY 


sugijestiug tliat tliey tiling into the moat, when the 

houie was ran?aukeJ thr arms al'cn' the battle of Culloden, 
He toll m>- that he believed that if the hike were completely 
(IraiiiC'l, many more snidi articles would be recovered. 

The view on page 3(j is taken from a spot on the northern 
bank. At some hundreds of yards distance from the house 
there are a couple of splendid syramores, and close to them 
E-k^, is a large block of ironstone, called the Echo intone. Any 
one standing by it, and speaking towards the house, will 
hear every syllable returned with wonderful clearness. 
Sitting on this stone, I made the sketcli from which this 
illustration is taken, (jn it is engraved the word echo. 

On the western side of the gateway there had been a 
curious old chapel forincily attached to the mansion 
atertou, however, disliked it and took it down, against the 
reinomtrances of the then Huke of Xurfolk, his godfather. 

Ihe lake is widest near the house, and then proceeds 
almost due west, narrowing as it goes, mid taking a turn 
northwards towanls tlie end, wliere it passes round a hill, 
and becomes shallower, allowing the sedges and reeds to 
appear, and so affording shelter for the acpiatic birds. 

Another view of the lake is now given, looking west- 
ward, and taken from the right-hand first floor window of 
the house as seen on page 3b. 

On til e. ground-floor may he seen a large window, flanked 
by a smaller one on cither side. These are the west 
windows of the drawing-room. The central window i,s a 
large sheet of plate glass, and behind it is mounted a large 
telescope, commanding nearly the whole of the lake. 

'll' On the left, before coming to the wood, are a few 

-.idob. wilhjw.s, and between them and the wood is a favourite 
re-ort of tlie herons. The low bank looks as if it would 
be endangered by the water, hut it is perfectly firm, even 
to the very eilge. It is made of large stones, not squared, 
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but heaped LiOselv together. Seeds of various trees, espe- 
cially those of the sycamore, fell into the water, floated on 
its surface, a.nd were arrested by the bank, whei’e they uT'Cr- 
took root. Tliey were never allowed to grow into trees, 
and were coii'taiitly cut <luwii. Ihit tlieir roots twined 
themselves among the stones, and bound them together 
so firmly, that a stronevr wall could not he desired. 
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'idle holes uiidiT the.se stones me favourite rc'-orts of 
pike, with which the lake ahoimds 

1 am no angler, but I have caught many ]'ike near the 
willow s hy trullino, using nutliing hut a wallow stick by 
way ot rod, a hank of whipcord fur a line, a gorge hook, 
and a minnow lor bait. The largest that 1 ever took theie 
weighed rathei over ten pounds, and very proud I was of 
the tish, thoiiuh it w as a heavy and incoin einetit article to 
catty to the house 

t^ume of th, pike, including ti,o ton-p<oni(!er. were fa 
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the tiiule. but the ti^h were yeiierully useil for the purposi; 
<-r,f Qf feeiliniT the cuts, of which there were many about the 
stables and cattle-yarels, fur the purpose of keeping down 
the rats. It is now well known tliat a well-fed eat is the 
best iiioiiser, seldom eating its prey, but killing it fur tlie 
mere sport. 

YVlieii the cats were fed, the ti>h were chopped tip on a 
wooden block near the stables. It was very amusing to 
watch the opeiation. Although at tiist nut a cat might be 
visible, half a dozen blows liad not been struck with the 
chopper before impatient cries were heard, and cats came 
swarming round the block, just as tliey do round a cat’s- 
meat man's barrow in London. 

fhi the right, just above the tali tree near the edge of 
the lake, a heron is seen tlying in the distance. It was 
near the hank at the further end of the lake that Watertou 
'J'"'- met with his fatal accident at a spot nearly below the 
tlying heron. 
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lot. — Wh'.-n to judiit tmiLer. — Oaken ^xtcs of old rower. — 
inand o\ lt tivt ^ — ll^w to make the li-.dly gi'ov .jiu. kly- -Tiie liollx a^ 
a ])♦ d^o-tue — 1‘lit a-Nont foities'-o. — Ai tifi' i d ph-a-'ants —The ].<ia( h.-i ■> 
outwitteil. — ^\’at‘*iton •> power «'| tK*e-..linihinu. — An aeiial >tudy — 
A':Lendiiiu anil de'CT'iidinj' tree-. — rlniiih and State tn*'. — The ^ew 
— A plot' I tion agaiii't eold wind-; — Vf 'v hed^i^e at ha* k uf g.itew.iv. — 

Til' Stalling To\\ei'.— T^nmliaiity "f tin* hird> — 'I’he I’n nn or ( Iiott'>. 

— Watt iti'iiA hoN]tir iliiv — ‘•TlieS-piire Adeeay-*l mill and ahaii- 
iltili'.d l^t^'lle. — -Tii** '.tone lllti d ol) the giouinl I-\ a ha/* 1 nut. 

WATr.UTnx's li.ivc of ti alii]<ist amounted to venei’iition. Un.'oj 
He studied tlieir way? n=: iniiiutt-ly and as accunitely as he 
did those of the animal world, and in eiinsoijuenee lie could 
do more with treos tliaii any oin; ol'C, ]‘>y paliont olwerva- 
tion of thoir modes of emw tli, he knew how to ]daut them 
in tlie locality best suited for them-elves, how to encouraee 
them, and, if they were injured, to reduee their damage to 
a minitnum. 

iMany a line tree ha-; lie shown me whieli e\nuld have 
been lull;:; ayo condemned by ignorant nn n, but which was 
then flourishing in full erorvtli. and in sueli renewed health 
that scarcely a scar was left in llie hark to show the sjiot 
on Mliieh the injury had oeeurred 

(due of his triumphs in this ait m.is to he '■eeii l.y a 
sjileiidn! ]'oyil,n' 'itnat. d inenTy oj.pM-ito >1 i ]aeturi'Si|Ui‘ 

I 
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fi'j uatLAvav, autl e^i'aciallv favuin-j'! by ^Vatel■tou as having 
iji-i-ii pliuiteil hy his fathar. It was twice struck liy light- 
ning, and the trunk s^lit open for many feet. 

lI'jweA or, \\'aterti;)ii tilled up the hreaches, and in course 
of time the tree recovered itselt (see p. Sdt It was in 
full ei'owth during my lust visit, but it was blown doevn 
I'V a seveie gale in ISC!), having .succumbed, not to the 
lightning, but to age. To heal a tree I'y Idling it with bricks 
and mortar may apiiear to be lather a singular method, but 
it is a veiv etfeetual one; the chief ohject heing to keep 
rain Ciut of the tree, and .so to guard it against rotting. 

llcov thoroughly TVateitoii had studied the way.s of trees 
may he seen iiom the ibllowing c.vtiact fioni his essay on 
tl e Titmouse and the AVoodpecker, in wdiich he eonihated 
the popuLir opinion that tlie-e birds were injurious to 
trees ; — 

“ AVould you iii'jiect the nest of a cairion crow ? Liiltle 
. " aie the living brain lies of the ash and .SA'camoie; while, 
on the coiilraiy. tho'C wliiih ale dead on the tscoteh pine 
file toiiuh, and will siij'jioit yoiu weight. The arms of the 
oak' may .salely he relied on; hut, 1 jiiuy you, trust with 
e.vtreme eaiitii.iii tlio-e of the <|uiek-gioAviiig alder, Xeither 
pic'S hoacily on the liiidmi tiee ; though you may ascend 
the i.cecdi ami the elm without any fear of danger. But 
lot Us stop lieie for the present tJn Some future day, 
'koiild I he in a riglit I'raiiic for it, I may pen down a few 
loaiailt.s, wiiirh will posslhly he Useful to the naturalist 
\iiieii lovinu in oiiest of omitliolcgical knowledge. I will 
!io\\ coiiliue 111} -elf to the mi.stoiliiiM s and di.seases of 
iio, and I will show that neither the titmoU'e nor the 
wooiij,,.. p.-i- ever bi.re into the lianl and li\e ccnijd. 

■ 'Ticc', III geinial, ale e.xposod to decay Lv two dilferciit 
j lo c c"i uidi p._nileiit III old age. T lie 111 ~t i- that of a broken 
bi.iiiiii wlii.h, wbeii neul.M (i d, cir Hot cut off close to tlie 
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parent stem, will, in the cuui'e oi time, hring ntter luin 
on the tree. The new wnod, whicli is annually formed, 
cannot grow over the jutting and fractured part, into uhieh 
the rain enters, and gradnally eats deeper ami deeper, till 
at last it reaches the tiunk itself. There it makes sad 
havoc ; and the tree, no longer ahlc to resi't tlio fiirv of 
the tempest, is sjilit asunder, and falls in ponderous ruins, 
hut ere it comes to this, rhe titmouse will enter the c-avitc 
in a dry .spring, and rear its young oue.s Imre. IS’ow, if 
the di.seased or fractiiied hrauelie.s were carefully cut off 
close to the hole, you would see tlie new accession of wood 
gradually rolling overtlie ilut .surface, which, in time, would 
he entiiely ecivered hy it; and tlieii the tree would lie 
freed for ever from all danger in that i|r,aiter. Tlie .second 
proce.ss towards i.lecay is e-\eecdiiigly curious, and cannot 
t\ell he accounteil Ihr. If it lakes place to a seiioU' e.v- 
t('nt, no art of man can }iii~'il.ily .save the ti'co ; and sooner 
or later, according to the magnitude of the ilisea.se with 
which it has hcen tainted, it will fall before the Ihrce of 
the raging winds. ,Sl,ould this di.scase he i^liglit, tlie liuieiy 
jireveiition of rain from pieiietrating tlie injured piart will 
secure tlie tree from furtlier mi-sciiief 

“ I must here ohserve that, in animated nalnre, tin; vital 
function.s are internal; so tiiat, if the part within lie 
mortally wounded, death is tlie inevitaide conserptence. 

^\’ltll iiiiist trees, and witli all three of J’.iituin, it is other- 
wise. Tlteir vitality is at tlie pi-ri])liery. connected w itii ,i ,i 

tlie hark, under wliii ii an animal increase of wood takes 
plate, so long as tlie tree is alive. .Should, however, the 
hark lie cut away, the tree will die npw.irds from the plat e 
where all the haik lias heen de.stroyed. Xot so with its 
internal parts. You may entiredy excavate tlie interior of 
a tree ; and provided you Ic.ive a snllicient strength of wood 
hy way of wall, in order that it ni.iy he aide to resist the 

i: - 
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fiu'v of tile temjje&t without, taking care at the same time 
to exclude the rain, your tree u'ill remain iii vigour lioui 
geiiciatinii to generation. 

'■ The iuteiiuil texture of a tice will perish without any 
notice h\' wdiieli we may Ije forewarned of the cuiuiiig ruin. 
The lii-i-ase svhicli causes the destruction takes place in 
the Oak ; but more I'requeiitly in the sycamore, and most 
commonly of all in the ash. We will select this lust tree 
b\ way (if cluciilation. 

“ (Jltcii, when airayed in all the bloom of vegi-tablc 
beauty, the ii'li-trec is ei.Mui to .send forth friau its bole, or 
from some piiucipal branch, a small tiingus, which, during 
the 'umnier, increu'i^s to a cou.siderable size. It ripens in 
the autumn, and falh to the ground when winter’s rain 
-et^ ill. Tiic baik thiougli which thiii fungus sprouted is 
now com[iletely ilca'l, though it 'till retains its colour; and 
that paiL ot the wood lii.im which it ]ivoceeded is entirely 
clciiiged in its uatuiro the whole ol' its vitiated juices 
having bi-.ieu expended in forming and nourishing the 
lunous, Xutliiiig remains of its once tirm and vigorous 
texture. It is hecome what is commonly called touch- 
wood. a- .'I'll and fiMimihlc as a piece of cork, which, when 
'ct (111 tile, will hum like tinder, lii the meantime, the 
tive -hoW' no .'ign of sickne.ss, and its unuual increase 
gees on as n-nal, till at la-t the new swelling wood closes 
over the ]iait from wliieli the fungus had grown, and all 
a]i]icars to go on right again. I!ut ere the .slow process 
aiii\es at this state the titmouse or the woodpecker will 
li.ive luuiid an ciitraiice and a place of .safety fur tlicir in- 
( uhalioii. Tla y ipiickly jierlbrate the distempered haik, 
and then the t.nnted wood heiieatli it yields to their 
]ieinted h;lls, evith which they soon etfcct a spacious 
cavity, 

" Ih-i.s tii'Ui, v,c ha\ e the w hole mv'teri' iiniblilcd. Tiic-r- 
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never [leii’i'idte tlielivcwuoel^iiiiil intliis(li\ea-'eil 
I art of the tree, or of the branch, a j)lace enitalile to their 
Avants. They make a eirenlar hole laitre euouuh to admit 
their bodie?, and then they form a cavity within snllieiently ntev- 
spaeious to contain their youn" Tims does nature kindly 
eiuooth the way in order that all her creatures may pro-'per 
and Ije happy. Whenever I see tliese sylvan cai'['initers 
thus employed I say to them, ‘Work on, ye pretty hirih ; 
yon do no harm in e.xcavatin.i^- there. I am your frieml, 
and I will tell the owner of tlie tree that you are not to 
blame. But his woodman deserves a se\’'. re reprimand, 
lie ought to have cut down the tree in tlie autumn, altcu' 
the apiiearatice of the liiiigU'.' " 

Even when tin' tiee WU'^ lio[iele"ly destrovi.-d hy the T,' ■ 
fungus, Watertoii would still find ii^e- fur the .-tump. He ' ''' 

would clothe it witli ivy so as to rmider it [licturcsijUP, 
and he would m.i!ii[>ulatc' it so that it should lie a home 
for birds. 

IMaiiy of these stumps are in the grounds, and of them 
I have selected one or two as e.\am[iles. 

The, first sliows the ‘-biirkand mi.rtnr" sy.stem which /;,>/ ,/-ia 
has already been meiitirmed. \ei,d liabitations for lards 
are constructed in it, and the stone in fr mt is intended to 
aid the obseiu'cr in looking into the nests. I tried to 
sketch this stump so as not to m.dse it look like a 
grotes.yue human face. But exactness was tln' tii't con- 
sideration, and it is reprcscnti‘d prueisidy as it w.is in lS(;:’i. 

The .second .sketch was chosen Iiecau^c it i'e[a'e'euts one 
of the fungus-visited ash-trees descubed by WateUoii. <i',r 

The tree has been broken otf -inie ten fett fioiu the 
ground, at a spjt weakened liv a fiuigus. Uf the tree itself 
little remains except tlie broken stump and a few small 
braiirhes which 'till retain llnar leivO'. Ivy h is a'ceiidcd 
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it, ami liaiigai;4 in lieavy climters, so as to give the 
fast-living tree a verdure not its own. And, as the reader 
iiiav oli-erve, two niore nris-os of tungus are projecting 
frcuii the tree and extracting the life from its tilires. 
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• hmt aliove tlie upper fungus and on Us right is a small 
d.iwr, with a hole near the top, and this little door has 
r.itiier a eiirions history. 

7’,. t . ■ - 111 the .'pol vliore the door ie '^horvii there is a fungus, 

pro\ ing th.it the wood fiom which it has sprung was 

decayed. Xow, 'Watertou had for aoine time w anted the 
Cole-tiiiiiou-o to lireed in his paik, and, in accordance with 
tin-- notion, piovidedit with a home. Idi't, he separated an 
ohioiig pi'-i I- of wool ahi'iu an inch in thii kiicas so as to 
form .1 i!oo;, X.-xt he eet away ilie aol't decayed wood 
uiilii !.■. had lo.iiie'l a coimiJerable cavity, lie then 





replaced tlie door, fa'-teiiiiiL; it with two little liiuges and 
a liaep, and bored a hole in it about an inch in diameter. 

In fullilmeiit Cif his expectation^, the very laid which 
he wanted soon discovered the locality, examine. 1 it care- 
fully, and then built in the chamber so thoughtfully pr. .vided 
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for it. 1 was never at 'Waken Hall wliile th." binl wa- 
.sitting, but have often .^een the iic't. 

The lu't ol’ iheso '•ketches reprc'.-ut -■ ,i cuigulaily nn 
yenious eombination of accommoiLition for man and bird 
The trunk of an old oak-tree has been hollowed out, and 
the intei'ior is divided inlo two '•tone'. 

In the upper there are ne.stiiiy-plai e-- f n bird', espov ialiv 
fir owls, and in the lower there is a seat where the oceu- 
]iant c'aii leuiaiu uusceii. It is jilaced on the brow' of ih. 
hillc\hich border' the lake, .ual i' 'o arraiiyeil that i.ot 
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(iiilv (Mil ihii Wiitcli liMiiL it' .shelter the luihii' el 

the vaiiiiii.s .I'jiMtic heiiiys w hieh t'rei|Ueiit tlie hiite, hut 
call acthallv leiik into the iKMts Imilt mi tlic tups nt hiitv 



ti'i.e-' without the binls suspecting that their iiioveineiits 
coilhl he .-^eeti. 

With regard to tlii> decav of woo.l after it had heeii 
felled, 'Watertmi Was not Imio in eoniiiio to the emiclusimi 
ih.it the ■•dry-rot," as it is oddly named, was eaused not 
'Ll nuieli hy external moi'tni'e u.s hy the natural Siip of the 
Ireo which hail not hecu thoroitohly expielled dN’heii its 
jiiiei-' liave hei-n loinijdetely dried and it is tlioruuphly 
'■ se.i'oiied,” Wood i' U' la'tinp as stone. d\'e lia\e in the 
Ihitish AIiiLcuni sj.eeiniens of woodworh Lvhich, altliounh 
more than tluee thoU'aiid yeai'e liavii el.ipsed 'iacu the 
tiees WL'i'e li.lii d. are as sound im when thev were tir.'t 
(awed. WaO-rton U'l-d to 'ly that paint was the chief 
cau'c of dry lot, e'-oi-cdiuly wlien it was ii'cd to cover the 
(h-ticieia ic' oi id-'iaLuued wood, hecau^e it closed the 
pel- ^ an! 'i;d le-t allow the ',;p to escape. .Vs a proof 
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that weather does not injure well-seasoned wood, he was 
wont to point to certain posts, yates, and other articles 
made of oak. \\hich had never heen painted, and which 
had been in the open air for some seven hundred years, 
and were perfectly sound. Tlie u.dv doors of the oateway 
are fully seven hundred years old. They are pierced and 
torn with nimket-balLs, hut are still free from decay. 

Wiicn lie had new doors made which would he expCKcd 
to the weather lie used every precaution to keep the wet 
from lodoinp in them. Xo panels were seen on the outer 
^ide, which was as smooth as it could be made. The 
corners w'ere bound with stroip,; iron, painted before it was 
put on. 

Xo matter how well-seasoned tlie woi.id might he, if the 
doors were made of deal, three years were allowed tci 
elapse before painting, whihe it of oak. it wa.s mwer 
painted niitil six yeais had jia'^ed, and very often was not 
painted at all. It is also found tliat if lioles were bored 
transversely into post.s, so as to allow free entrance of air, 
the dry-rot scarcely ever made its ap[)earance. If modern 
builders would act upon a knowledge of this faet they 
would render our houses, roofs of buildings, vkc., far more 
enduring than they are at present. 




S' ,} 

iVnuS. 


L)id we wi.'h to .show the wonderful command wliich 
'Wateiton liad over trees, we need mdy jioiiit tir the holly- '/' ■ // .'O/ 
trees in his park. The holly was a great favouiite of his, 
as it is very hardy when propeily planted, p'os^c-.se- a 
remaikable beauty of its own, aiioi'ds .shelter for bird'^ in 
winter as well as summer, and e.iii be formed into a hedge 
impenetrable to man and lieast. 

A.s to laurel hedges, AVaterton never woidd plant them. ’ 

and he had found by exiunicnce that in ordinary hawthoi ii 
hedges a bii-h w'oulil often die without any ap[iaiviil 
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reason, leaving an imsiylrtly "an r\ liieli could not be filled 
up. Ill ino.et liimds tlie Lolly is a slow-prowing tree, but 
AVatertoii made it grow with a^toni.sliing ra}'idity. 

How lie managed to ‘-force ” the Lolly may be seen fivnii 
Lis own words. 

“ I’eople generally imagine that tlie Lolly is of tardy 
growth. It may be so in ordinary cases, but means may 
be adopted to make tliis plant increase witL sucL effect as 
to r- jMV u- amjdy for all oiir labiour and expense. 

'■ Thus, let us dig tlie ground to a full yard in cleptL, 
and pilant the Lollies during tLe last week of Ulay, taking 
rare 1o puddle tlieir roots well into tlie pulveiized soil. 
AVe sLall find Iw tlie end of .SeptemLer tliat many of 
the [ilaiits will Lave sLot nearly a foot in length, and that 
Hot one of tliem lias failed, let the suninier Lave been 
never so dry. 

'■ i^mall plants, LongLt in a nursery, and placed in your 
own garden for a couple of years, will lie iulniirably 
adapted for the purpose of traiis}daiitiiig. Had I lieen 
aware in early life of this increasing growth of the Lolly, 
it should Iiave formed all my t'eiii.'e^ in lieu of Law- 
tliorn " 

1 tried this plan with perfect eiiccr.es u]ion a stony and 
uiigraloful Soil. I’Le /■.//ovc'/c of the ptucc-s is, that 
tla.' }'oiiiig rootlot--, wLicL ought to he carefully -pread bv 
the fingers, air able to draw iiouri'lniient rapidly from the 
earth, ami in con~erpie]ice throw up Lranclies in pirojiortion, 
Waterton advised rue to cut down the young hollies at 
lir^i, and his ailvice was most valuable, altliougli it cost 
souie piulig' when followed. 

1 iiieiitioiii d ju-'t now that a good liollv hedige imper- 
vious tr! mail and Lea-t. So it i-? ; and not even the rat, 
.'to, it, v.'e.l-id. or e\eu that Worst of poarllcTS, the rat. can 
get ilii'oii-h n. J'lu . tPec might piuli tlirii' way hetw'ecii 
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the stems, But there is one oh.siaele wliieli preveut^ them, 
namely, tliat they cannot pirt tlieir feet to the <^roiniJ. 

The holly is perpetually sherldiu" its leaves, especially 
in summer-time, in order to make way for the new leafage. '■ 
The olil leaves fall, become dry, and curl u]:i, with their 
sharp spikes projecting in all direction.s. Tlie.se points, 
sharp as needles, prick the feet of tlie laowliug animals, 
and so prevent them from passing 

Of this property Waterton took advantage. Like many 
lauded gentlemen he had a preserve of pheasants, and was 
conseipiently harassed by poach.ers. Xow he hated prosecu- 
tion, and always evaded it if jio.ssible. <Iii one i,iccasiun, 
for example, when eight men and a lioy wme captured on 
■Sunday luorniug, while trespassing in his iO(.jkery, he 
released them on iinding that they were tailors, saung that 
he could not think of prosecuting eiglit-idnths and a liull " 
of a man. 

So with the poachers in his proseives. He would not 
ex}iose them to be shot by keepers, nor would ho juo- 
si.‘cutu them if ho could help hini'clf, but ho cotdd circum- 
vent them, and did so cffcctnally by means of the liolly. 

The preserves were .situated at .some di.stance fiom flic 
house, sij that the poachers could make a lapid inroad and 
carry off their booty before they rouhl be. .sei/ed. So 
Waterton laiil a deep scheme. I'ir.-t ho planted near the 
hou'C, and just op])Osite hi.s window, a clump of yew.s, on 
which trees pheasants are fond of perching. Xe.xt lu" -ur- 
rouiided them with a thick holly hedge, loaviiyg only one ih.i: , 
little gap, wliich could be closed by a strong fcidloekcil 
uatc. Then, leaving tlie trees to grow, he -et alnnit the 
other prepaiatioiis. 

He made a number of woodon idmasants, and did it in 
the simplest iiuinm r imccinable. lie got -mue snial! 
Sealfolding ] ■ole-' end cut them ili.igoiially into piecO' about 
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Tl’,'../ n as Ljiia as a ^iliLM-'anl's lioily. A latli f;i-,teneil to oae einl 
iiiaile a eaidtal tail, ami all that was iieeileJ was to trim 
the slioulder to the neck, and put a head on the other end, 
a nail doing duty for a heak. 



I’y the time tliat the tree-; liad grown suftieientl v for his 
j)Ui|iiise he had nnule ahoiit u couple of hiiiidied of duminv 
[laa'ant-;. lie then threw ;i few sacks full (if heans 
lii'ide the holly hedge, and laid a trail! of heaiis into the 
pi'c'crve. J he hiltk, liudiiig iiie heaiis on the niound 
naturally I'olloweil the tiail, and reaching so ahundaut a 
,'Upply ol iood as they .^aw iiiside the hedge, tlew over it 
:iiid icai^lcd to their heati ■' Content. Then, not caring ti) 
lly, ;ilte!’ having' goi-ged ihclusdvcs. tliey Settled for the 
Tiight in the yew s. 

fireaiiwhile tile wooden ]ihea^ants wero nailed on tin* 
ti'ee-; in the ]'ireieive, anil -o ewictly diil they re'.einole the 
.etiial hir'k tlait in the iPiip no one could detect the 
;’.iipo,iiioii, l-.veu ill iLiylight the duuiuiv sj cl i^ely re- 
p'-eseuts liie laid that a eeeinid elan, e is ucci e^arv in 
Older to niiike .-ni'e that it is only an iiuitalion. The ;ie- 
eoiipianying -k' teh repiv-emw one- of tlaoe duinuiies on 
'he o-it-kiti-; ot (I, . j,o 
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The poachers were completely deceived, and Wateiton 
used to enjoy the reports of their guns, knowing that they 
V ere only wasting their shot upon the wooden images, 
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while tl'e ival birds were ( oiulbrlably a^li'cp under 
his eye. 

If the reader will lel'er to the illirstratiou on jmge .'hi, 
he will see that on the rigid hand, ami near tlie iM)])lar, is 
a rather curious circular objb'ct. This represent.s the 
phea.sant fortres.s in c^iU'Siion, and, although the .small si/ie 
jirohibits all)' detail, the general slipjK. pud appiairance an' 
sntlicicntly shown. It will also be seen Imw clo'C to the 
liou.se is the fortress, -o as to he under the inaster’s inae 

He made sevei'al more of these ingenious refuges, of 
which other birds besides the ])heasant.s took full ad- 
vantage. 

There was not a tree in tlie jurk that AN'aterton dii! imi 
Ivuow, and, if the smallest damage were done, he would 
be sure to hud it out. (Inc* day I tbund the keeper mueh 
disturbed, having di'eoven-d -onie 'hot in ,i tree tuudc, 
and hieing quite 'Uietluitlu would be calleil to ai eeum 
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for it. The man was riylit eiionyli, fur Watertoii found the 
shut, liefore many hours had passed, and the keeper had 
to underpu a severe cross-examination. 

Xut only did he know the trees imlividually, and had 
di.stinctive names for them, hut there was scarcely one 
which he had not clinihed, atid in the topmost hrauches 
of which he had not sat, pursuiup: his favourite amuse- 
ments of watching birds, and reading Horace or Virgil. 
There are not many men who at the age of sixty would 
have either the power or imrve to climb a tall tree, but 
Watertoii retained his powers of tree-climbing until his 
death, and very shortly before his fatal accident had 
ascended one of the largest trees in the park, he being 
then ill Ids eighty-third year. 

Such a spot lor study may seem a reinarkahle one, luit 
Watertoii was never affected hy heights, and tlie ni.ui 
who had .scrambled np the cross of St. Peter’s at Pome, 
climl,ied the lightning conductor, and stood with one foot 
on the head of the colossal angel of St. Angelo, was nut 
likely to In made giddy by the view from the top of an 
oak-tree. 

In part of his autobiography, Waterton mentions tliat 
he cliiidjed to the top of the conductor, and left his glove 
on it, but lie does not tell the seipiel of the ^torv. 

All Jo.ime King with the exploit, wliicli reached the ears 
of tlie I’ope, I’lus ATI. Knowing that the glove v ould 
'[loil the conductor, lie ordered it to be icmoved at once. 
Xut a Ilian < ould be luiuid in Rome who-e nerves were 
cipud to Mii-h a ta-k, and .■so Waterton laid to ivjM'at tlio 
a-i eiit and fetrh his glove down again, to the auumemeut 
of hi- tiioiid-;, and the delight of the pnpulaci'. 

Ao one c-ouid have given the advice in tree-climbing 
which is ipioted on page a'', without ha\ iiig experienct'd 
die coiiipaiM’ive strength of the dilfeivut trees. ['erliap- 
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tlio ruailrr may lajt know that coming ili/wii a tree is a far cHu^huiij 
more diffienlt task than ascemling it. In the latter ease, 
the climker can see Ink conrse, and note hefurehand cvhere 
he shall place his hands and feet, wliile in descending ho 
has to trust partly to memory, and partly to touch. 

It is easy enough, fur example, to .spring for a few inches 
from a k)\ver to a higher hrancli, lart to drop tho.se few 
inches is a very nervou.s ku.^iness. I have mcpre than once 
seen a climker ascend a tree very boldly, and then ke so 
frightened that he could not be induced to come down 
witlicmt some one to guide bis feet. Tlie .same rule holds 
good with piecipices. where a man can always ascend 
vhere ho has descended without jumping, hut not v'ux 
I C/’.'h. 

Even with trees, Waterton must needs have Ids joke. 

All the important trees in the park had tlieir names, 

There were, for e-xamjile, the Twelve A])ostlos standing in 
a grouji, all stalling from one root, the Eiglit r'.eatitnde<, 
the Seven Deadly Sms, &e. Tlien tlicre were an oak and 
a Scotch lir twined together, and going by the name of 
CTiurcli and State (see p. (JI). 

Yi'.w was one of ‘Waterton's favouiite trees, and he was 27, e rv. 
accustomed to say that it would he jierfoct if its leaves 
weie only furnished with spikes .sharp enough to keep out 
the cats, stoats, weasehs, and Ills jiet ahhorrence, the hruun 
rat, which he alway.s called the ll.aiiuveiian rat, ami 
stoutly believed was imported into England by tlie same 
ship that brought William of Orange to our shores. 1 
rather fancy that the Hanoverian origin of the brown rat 
must have been one of Waterton's early jokes, and that he 
gradually came to consider it as a fact. The yew fur- 
nishes harhurage for many birds, ■which after all do 
not Seem to siilfi r nnicli from iour-lkutod enemies. I'liu 
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\vell-knov,'ii ve\\’-lle^\^e in the garJeii ot ^lerton College, 
Oxford, is full of little birds, though their dumioile.s are 
not ea'ilv seen thrungh the deii'e foliage. 

^Vatertou made great me of this valuable tree, and 
formed with it evergreen walls, impermeable to the north 
wind, the one foe which he dreaded, and which seemed 
i|uite to benumb him. I have seen him with hi.s lips so 
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liaralv'od bv the north wind that he could scarcely frame 
a Word. He spent mO't of Ids waking' time out of doors, 
and hi^ yew la; Iges -were a great advantage to Idni in 
sladtering liim from the mjrth wind, and forming 
pleasant nooks whieh received tla^ ehceriiig rays of tlie 
southern suii 

He -wrote a- lolloa^ 111 hi- Mssiv on the Yew-tree: It 
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]ias already repoiu me for the pains which I have taken in its 
cultivation ; and when I resort to my usual evening stand, in 
order to watch the flocks of sparrows, finches, and starlings, 
whilst they are dropping in upon the neighbouring hollies, 

I feel not the wintry blast, as the yew-trees, which are 
close at hand, are to me a shield against its fury ; and in 
fact, they offer me a protection little inferior to that of 
the house itself” 

Tliere is a magnificent crescent-shaped yew-hedge, wliich }; ,/ . 
partly surrounds the stables, and .shuts them out from 
sight so effectually, that no one could susiiect their pre- 
sence unless informed of it. Another yew-licdge forms a 
sfJi't of wall behind the Ivy Tower, and aids in keeping it 
pniet for the many birds wliicli breed in it. 

I have given tlie land view of the gateway (sometimes 
called tlie “ Ivy Tower ’’in the Essays) because it shows liow 
admirably AVaterton adapted existing objects to his cliief 
2iursuit at Walton Hall, namely, the cheri.shing of biihs 
and study of their habits. 

The view is taken from the southern window of the gue.st- 
chamber, and is one of tlie first objects that meets the 
visitor’s eyes on rising in the morning. 

One portion of this illustration requires notice. Just 
above the yew-hedge may he seen a curious - looking 
circular tower ; with a conical roof This was built ex- 
^iressly for the use of starlings, and is ajqiropriately named 
the Starling Tower. Many starling.s found a home in the 
Ivy Tower, but wishing to accommodate the^^e birds still 
further, AVaterton built this tower for them, and a very 
interesting .structure it is, uniting several advantages. 

In the first place, it is rai.sed iqion a smooth stone 
jiillar, on which rests a large circular, flattened .stone, 
considerahly larger than the pillar. The object of this 
aiTangement is to keep out lats. the worst foes of the 

f 
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starliiiL;. I'A'iai tlic iii'ist cictivi’ iiiul sluirpc-^t-cLiwed rat 
could liardly climb up tlie p>illar, and if it did, ^TOuld 
be stojii.ed by the flat ^tone. Jii fact, this pillar and 
stone are similar in design to tlie ‘'staddles on which 
wheat-stacks ought to be built, if farmers wish to }iveserve 
their grain. Cats are also foes to the starling, but the flat 
stone is too high for most cats to reach by jumping, and if 
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they tried to do So. the upjier MU'la.'e of the stoiic is 
made with a slope, and is sn smooth, that the claws could 
not retain tlu-ir liold. 

'file tower i^ eiivnlar and i- hiiilt iii regular layers of 
sti'iio- foil h alternate '■tone is loose, and wlien pulled 
out, di-elnii',, II ehaiuher heliiiid, to wlileh the bird obtains 
aeeii, by menus of a (•liauiiel cut in the corner of the 
'•tone, J liH le.i’d^ took pos,;t-.-.ion of the tower at once, 
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as they might, auJ it is very interesting to remo\'e 
the stones and see the birds sitting on their eggs without 
being in the least alarmed at the intrusion. In con- 
sequence of the protection which they enjoy, the starlings 
are to he found in great numbers around the house, and 
will assemble on the lawn in front of the sitting-room 
windows, where they feed without fear, notwitli.standing 
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that they may be witliin a few yards of the Avindow from 
which they are being watched. A second tower was after- 
wards built and jilaced in another portion of the grounds. 

The reader may remember that Waterton drained .some 
tisli-pionds and planted them with tree.', which grew with 
great raptidity. By means of the ever-ii'^eful yeW', various 
sheltering-pilaces were made in it, and there was a little 
single-roomed cottage wliere AVaterton cmild sit by a tire 

r I 
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Th.- in cold weather, and yet be able to watch the birds, bjr 
u ^Yhose benefit the door was always left onen. This cottaae 
Is not showir in the illustration, but on the rioht hand 
is seen a heap of rough stones. The.se were piled up for 
the benefit of the weasel, which loves such localities, and 
is tolerably .stu’e to take pos.session of them. 



Tlie wbole of this corner of the paik goes by the general 
name ol the " Grotto, ' on account of a cave which forms 
part of it. In this heautiful place Wutertoii used to allow 
jiaUio^ to congregate, on the undeictaudiug that thev 
would do no injury, and, for their heuefit, ho had erected 
rv ings, Ac., among the tree'', for tliis reason, the place 
was often eaiied the “ Ticnie,'’ and this name was imed 
indifferently with that of Ifi-ottu 
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“The Srjuire,” as he was invariably called, was, after his 
usual fashion, too trustful wlien he thought that he was 
doing a kindness to others. During his later years, the 
privilege became shamefully ahu.sed, and when, after his 
death, a party of picnic-makers set lire to the magiiificeiit 
yew hedge enclosing the stables, and destroyed a consider- 
able portion of it, his son took the opportunity of pro- 
hibiting picnics for the future. 

By the way, Waterton was scarcely ever mentioned by 
name, and just as the Duke of AVellington was known as 
“the Duke,” .so was "Waterton known far and wide as “ the 
Squire.” Even his nearest relatives invariably addres.sed 
him as “Squire,” and it would be perfectly po.ssible for a 
vi.sitor to be at Walton Hall for a week and never liear the 
name of Waterton. 


I't'./tcCH. 
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To EXiiAU.ST all the objects of intere.^t within the park 
wall would recjuire a large volume, and space is valuable. 

There are one or two, however, which ouglit not to be 
passed over without notice, and one of them is figured in 
the illustration on page 70. 

In former days there had been a water-mill, but time^ MUhti.ne. 
which, as Waterton quaintly says, is “ the great annihilator 
of all human inventions saving taxation and the national 
debt,” destroyed the mill, and nothing of it is left except 
a single millstone, measuring between five and six feet in 
diameter. “ The ground where the mill stood having been 
converted into meadow, this stone lay there unnoticed and 
unknown (save by the passing haymaker), from the period 
of the mill’s dissolution to the autumn of the year 1813. 
when one of our nut-eating wild animals, probably Ijy 
way of winter store, depo.sited a few nuts under its 
protecting cover. 

“ In the course of the tollowing summer, a .single nut 
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.4 t/nini.y having escaped the teeth of tlie destroyer, sent up its 
■ii't 7' glioot through the hole in the centre of the 

pr(j L- uml )ent mill stone . 

“ (One ilay I pointed out this rising tree to a gentleman 
svho vas standing hy, and I said ‘If this young plant 
escape destruction, some time or other it will support the 
millstone, and raise it from the ground. He seemed to 
(louht this In order, however, that the plant might have 



a fair chance of success, I directed that it should be 
iletended troin accident and harm by means of a wooden 
palinu, 

‘'hear after year it increased in size and beauty, and 
when its expansion had entirely filled up the hole in the 
centre of the milhtone. it gradually began to raise up the 
milUtone it-elf from the seat of its long repose. This 
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huge nia^d of ^toiie is now eight inches above the gi'uuiid 
and is entirely supported by the stem of the nut-tree, 
which has risen to the height of twenty-live feet, and 
bears excellent fruit." 

AVheu I saw it in 1802, however, the tree had been dead 
for some time, the millstone having evidently killed it, not 
by its weight, but by preventing the flow of sap through 
the bark. It would, of course, li.tve been more [dcturesrpie 
to have drawn the tree in a living state and of its full 
height, but I thought it better to give it exactly as I 
■saw it. Mr. Edmund ^Yaterton once told me that when 
a boy he often climbed the tree in search of nut.s, which 
it then bore plentifully. 

It is a most valuable oliject, ina.smuch as it shows in a 
striking manner the tremendous powers of Xattire, whieli ai e 
continually being exerted, and wliicli we, as a rule, do not 
even suspect. The late Cliailes Kingsley mentions that he 
has seen a large Hat stone raised off the ground in a single ' 
night by a crop of tiny muslirooins, and I ipnite lately saw 
some weighty kerl ntoiies in a crowded London thoronghfare, 
which had been forced completidy out of their places b}' 
grass-blades which had grown lietween tlieir junctions. 


oj 
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L'HAPTER V. 


Till' .Sijuiu's '• ili'i'J^fs.'’ — The ‘'eat-hule?.” — The dove-eote. — Pigeuii- 
blioutiiig nidtelies and mode of sui'jduug the binP. — bVateituii's 
i'igeon-hon^e, external and internal. — rigeon-bteah-r^ haflled. — Ar- 
langiinent of pigeon-holes. — Ladders not needed.' — How to fi-ed 
pigeons eeonouueidly. — Rats and mice in the garden. — The poismi- 
bowl aH'l It' sulety. — Sunken niousetiap. — Hates and chains. — The 
eauiage-poiid. — 'W’.itertoiTs antipathy to .seieutitie nomonelatuie — 
Advantage of .sin h nomenclature as mi assistant to sinnce. — Popular 
aii'l loeal names — Colonists and tlieir nomenclature — Zoology gone 
mad. — Cumphnieiitaiy noiiuncluttire. — The fatal accident in the park. 
— CTaterton's last moments and death. — The last voyage and funeral. 
— Epitajih wiitteu by liim.self. — The new eioss, ainl phi' c of biuid. 

Hn.hj.s. Xow we must cast a nlaiice at some of those iugeuious 
arrangements which I called “ the Scpuire’s dodges” on first 
seeing them. 

There never was a place so full of ‘ dodges ’ as Walton 
II. ill. The Starling Tower, descrihed on page Li7, was one 
nf them, being •‘-o arranged as to keep out rats and cats. 
Xow, Waterton wished to make a place which cats could 
enter, hut would keep out rats, and he achieved his object 
by renirmhei'ing that cats and rats could both climb, luit 
tliat rats were no great jumper.s. 

As may he rememliered, the flat .stone of tlie starling 
tower was jubt out of reach of a cat's jump, wliieh Water- 
ton calculated at live fec-t for an ordinarily active cat. So 
he had a large, smooth, flat stone let into the wall, and an 
apertiue made in it, which he called the “ cat’s hole,” It 
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was just five feet from the ground, so that pussy could. 
jump into it, while the stone was made so smooth that no 
rat could climb it. 

Having securely pnotected the starlings by their towers, 
and the prheasants by the holly I’ortre.ss and wooden dum- 
mies — another dodge — he had to pjrotect his p^igeons. 

He found that pngeons were stolen in great numbers, 
and almost in\'ariably for one pmrpose, namely, to supply 
birds for pigeon-shooting matches, many of which took 
place thirty or forty miles from the spot whence the birds 
were stolen. Xow, 'Waterton had a righteous indignation 
against pjigeon-shootiug, and had an ingenious mode of 
thwarting the thieves. 

Their plan was to come at night, when the pigeons were 
all at home, and throw a net over the ‘glover,’ i.e. the 
opening at the top, through which the pigeons enter and 
leave the cote. Then if they can force an entrance into 
the cote they do so, but even if not, they frighten the birds 
by knocking at the walls, and so drive them into the net. 

Pigeon-houses, however, constructed like those at 'Walton 
Hall, can set those noctiu'nal robbers at defiance. In the 
first place, the house is so high that thieves could scarcely 
find a ladder long enough to reach the roof, and then they 
would need a second ladder to lay on the roof before they 
LMjuld get at the glover. As to gaining admission by the 
door, it is almost inipiossihle. 

The huilding is in two storeys, the lower being for tire 
reception of tools, chaius, and the other multifarious re- 
epuirements of a farm. The rest of the huilding i.s intended 
for the piigeons, and can only be approached by a door 
some twenty feet from the ground. The door, which is 77..: /*.»,■, 
very strong, and hound with iron, fits flush into the wall, 
so that there is no hold for a tool, and moreover, only one 
man could work at a time, he having nothing but a ladder 
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144 ti footliolil. ’So luiicli lor tlie outside ot tlie pigeoii- 
liouse. 

I ait ri'j! . It' v.'i? w'irh to eutfi- the buildiiip we must ascend to the 

dour liy a laddev and unlock it. e tlieii find ourselves 
witliiii a large and lofty Ldiainber, widl lighted and 4 enti- 
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lated, wliite-waslictl, and perfectly clean and neat. The 
whole place i.s scraped and white-washed at least twice in 
eacli year, Xoveinher and February being recomnrended 
I'l.ir these operations. 

The interior walls are nio-i cairioUsly constructed. Parallel 
rows of piceoinhi.iles occujiy each wall, and beneath each 
y row i' a ledge of Inick. There are three rows of bricks 
between the ledge-:, wldidi are each one brick in width. 
Twenty novs of ne^U oi-ciipy i-acdi wall. It is I'a-y, there- 
f< 4 'i.‘, for a man, without the aid of a ladder, to traverse the' 
whole of the budding, and to examine eveiy nc-t as be 
eoea along the leilges. (fn ail average, to seareli tliree rows 
ot hole- occupies an lujur. Waterton mentions in his Fssay 
nil the l).e,,.|'ot I’iueon tli.it thi- siiielc' cote furnished in 
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one season seveiity-tliree dozens of young pigeons. There 
is a stove, with tlues in the building, but since it caught 
hre by over-heating, and endangered the whole structure, 
it has not been lighted. 

There is another ‘dodge’ in feeding the pigeoii.s. It 
was found that when tlieir food was thrown down in the 
vard, the poultr}’, being stronger than the pigeons, drove 
them away, and ate the food themselves. So 'W'aterton 
had a floor of close wattle-work laid under the roof of a 
shed at some height from the gi’ound. The food for the 
pigeons was always thrown upon this floor, where the 
pigeons could easily reach it, while it was too high for the 
poultr}'. 

Here are two more ‘ dodges ’ intended I'or the preserva- 
tion of young peas, beairs, 6cc., from the all-present rats 
and mice. 

Poisoned food is one effectual plan, but it must be so 
laid that neither poultry nor game can get at it. ITiis 
object was attained by means of ,a piuson-liowl, i.e. a 
rounded bowl of earthenware. <n- even stone, tlirough the 
centre of which is a hole just large enough to admit a rat. 
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The u.se of the 2)oison-bowl was simple enough. A spoon- 
ful of poisoned meal was laid on the ground, and the bowl 
inverted over it. Pat.s couhl reach the meal by the hole, 
and did so. but neither [dieasants nor iioultry could so 
much as touch it with the tips of their beaks. 

section of the poison-bowl is given in the ilhmtration 
trigetlier witli a view of its up]ier surface 


F' ‘'.ding 
Fi'jcoiu. 


bowl. 
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Next comes a trap of great efficacy, but which answers 
better fur mice than rats. It is simply an earthen or glass 
jar, having its neck narrower than its shoulder, and buried 
until its mouth is exactly level witli the ground. The in- 
side of the .shoulder is then rubbed with bacon fat — the 
ranker the better — and the trap is set, with scarcely any 
expenditure of bait. 

Tlie niiee, prowling about iu search of food, soon dis- 
cover the jar, being attracted by the smell of the bacon. 
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They crane over the mouth, try to roach the savoury food, 
and slip into the jar, from whicli there is no possibility of 
escape. 

Yet two more ‘dodges,’ and we must leave the wonders 
of ^^'altl.al Hall. 

Watertuii found that when cattle were placed in con- 
tiguous lields connected by a gate, nothing could keep them 
„■ away from tliat gate. They came and leant against it on 
both side.s, while they iiidulg(,‘d in conver.sation after their 
own manner, very much as tlieir masters and mistresses 
migld do. 

Now, the cattle which were in the field towards which 
the gate opened did no harm to it, because as they leant 
against it they only pres.sed against the posts. But the 
weight of those on the ojiposite side came heavily upon 
rlie catch and hingC". and sometimes even l)rokc them 
down 
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^YateTton was much too kiiul-hearteu to convert the and 
open gates into doors, and so to shut out the cattle from 
social intercourse. So he suspended a stout chain on the 
weak side, so that the cattle might lean against it and rest 
upon the gate. As the chain wa.s fastened by a staple at 
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one end, and hitched over a strong hook at the other, it 
could easily be droj^ped when the gate had to bo opened 
for traffic, and repl.rced after it was .shut. 

The last ‘ dodge ’ which we can mention is that of the 
carriage-pond. It was about four I'eet wider than an onli- 
nary carriage, and edged with bioad, Hat stones. At each 
end it sloped gradually downwards until in the centre it was 
just deep enough to allow the water to reacli rather above 
the axleti'ees. When a carriage or a cart had to be 
washed after being used it was gently wheeled into the 
pond at one end, while men with brooms washed the 
wheels as tliey turned. In the centre of the iiond the 
men hail command over every jiart of the carriage, which 
was then drawn gently out, tlie mops and brooms being 
at work until it came uiion level ground. 

Horses could thus be washed as well as carts and car- 
nages, and very much they .seemed to enjoy their bath. 

It is impo.s.sible to conclude the memoir of this accom- 
])lished naturalist without allusion to his rooted abhorrence 
of 'i icutitie names. 1 do not think that this antipathy 
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SJ-'dfij;.- was jiistitleil lie was i)ertectly right in entering his 
protest against the cumbrous pedantry which bade fair 
to make Rcieuee a mere rpiestion of memory for names, 
ami the language which be uses is not in tlie least too 
strong. 

I'erhaps I may be pardoned for inserting a passage from 
one of my own works, written twenty years ago, and long 
before I knew 'Waterton, so that the reader may see how 
completely 1 sympatliise with him. 

“ Owing to the inordinate use of pseudo-clas.sical phraseo- 
logy, the fascinating study of animal life has been too long 
considered as a profession or a science restricted to a 
favoured few, and interdicted to the many until they have 
undergone a long apprenticeship to its preliminary forinultv. 
So deeply ri:ioted is tliis idea, that the popular notion of a 
.scientific man is of one who possesses a fund of words, 
and not of one wlio lias gathered a mass of ideas. There 
is really not tlie least reason why any one of ordinary 
capabilities and moderate memory sliould not be aci^uainted 
with the general outlines of Zoology, and possess some 
knowledge of the representative animals, which serve as 
types of each group, tribe, or family ; for when relieved 
of the cumbersouie ilictiou with wbieli it is embarrassed, 
the study of animal life can be brought within the com- 
prebi-usioii of all v bo care to o.xamiiie the myriad varieties 
of form and colour with wbicb the Almighty clothes Ills 
living jiOeiiis. 

'■ The true object of Zoology is not, as some appear to 
fancy, to arrange, to number, and to ticket animals in a 
iormal inventory, but to make the .study an inrpiiry into 
the lit'e-iiatui'e, and not only an inve.stigation of the lifeless 
' iig,iiii-in 1 must not, however, be understood to disparage 
the outwaid loim, thing of clay tliougb it bo. Tor what 
c\ondroiis clay it i-. ami lieuv marvellous the continuous 
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minicle liy %vliicL the dust of earth is transmuted into the 
glowing colours and graceful forms which we most im- 
perfectly endeavour to preserve after the soul has separated 
from them." 

But Waterton certainly erred in his persistent rejection rn/iuinr 
of scientific names, which form an universal language, and 
are needed for the purpose of identifying the creatures whose 
habits are being described. Even in England, there are 
thousands of animals which have no popular names, nor are 
likely to have them, and we are therefore driven to use the 
names by which they are known to science all over the 
world. 

It is true that sudi names are often unintelligible, 
especially to those who do not know Greek as well as 
Latin, and the words Lopliophorus, Tachipetes, Pachy- 
cephala, Ptilonorhynchus, Palfcoinis, jMeliphagiihu, ikc., 
which are selected by ‘Watorton as ‘shocking examjiles, 
certainly cannot be understood by persons who know 
nothing of Greek nr ornithology. 

But the local words which he himself employs are far 
less intelligil'ile than the scientific terms. If a very 
moderate Grecdc scholar were asked the meaning of these 
words, he could at all events tell the inquirer that one 
word referred to swiftness, another to the crest of the bird, 
another to the size of its licad, another to its fruit-eating 
habits, and so forth, even tliough he should know nothing 
of the birds themselves. But suj)jio<e the same iinjuircr to 
have read the Wa mii ri nils, and tci li.avt' asked the meaning 
of IIannac|uoi, Camondi, Salem])onta. Marnudi, Coulacanara, / . . • 
Sakavinki, "Wallababa, Houtc,u, Karabimiti. Sawnri, (kc , I vnuss, 
very much doubt whether one 'cholar in a thousand couhl 
have given an answer. Goii--ei|ucntly. the otherwise delight- 
ful ltd/, a/, ,',////' has been in many points a sealed book. 

Sometimes the acce]itance of local niime-' is misleading 
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a3 for example, when the jaguar is called ‘ tiger ’ (which 
\Yaterton explains, using either term indifferently), or 
when he applies the familiar name of chameleon to one of 
the Anolis lizards, the chameleons being exclusively inha- 
Ijitants of the Old AVorld. Similarly, in Xorth America the 
hison is called the buffalo, and the puma is termed the lion. 
In Australia the nomenclature of the colonists looks like 
Zoology gon(' mad. In that country, the mammalia are, 
with one doubtful example, marsupials. Yet, we read of 
the monkey, the bear, tlie wolf, tlie tiger, the cat, the rat, 
the mouse, tlie badger, tlie jerboa, the hare, the sloth, the 
mole, and the hedgehog, not one of these animals really 
belonging to Australia. So, in these cases, uule.ss we have 
the scientific as well as the local names, whether native or 
imported, we shall find ourselves entirely bewildered. 

' ' /- - Y’ith Y'atcrtoii’s views coucerning what he happily terms 
‘ com[)limeiitary nomeuclature,’ I unreservedly agree, and 
liave often written strongly on the subject. AYaterton, 
after noticing that in a single volume on birds, no less 
than thirteen species have the names of men, makes the 
following svitiy remarks. 

“ 111 the plates to the first volume of his work, I find 
that a hawk is called the ‘ Illack ^Yarrio^,’ and that the 
Latin name whicli he has given it is ‘ Falco Harlani.’ 
Pray, who or what is ‘ Harlani ’ ? A man, a mountain, 
or a mud-flat^ Is ‘ Iffack ^Yarlior’ a Xegro of pug- 
nacious propensities 

J-"--' X^ow we come to tlie last scene.s of Ykatertnn's life, for 

which we are indebted to his friend Air. X. Moore, who 
was staying with him at the time. The full account maybe 
-i‘en in tlie volume of Ls.says to which reference has been 
made, and is well worth reading. P.riedy, it is as follows. 

He had gone, accompanied by i\[r Aloore, to the further 
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end of tlie park for the piirpo.-e of directiii" some carpen- 
ters, when he caught his foot in an overhanging- hranible, 
and fell, vith his side upon a log. He knew at once the 
extent of the injury, hut contrived to reach the boat. On 
arriving at the inland, he walked to tlie house, clianged his 
clothes as usual, and, in s}>ite of teriible pain, walked u]i 
stairs without lielp. He would have gone on to his own 
room at the top of the liouse, but consented to stop lialf 
way, and lie on the sofa of IMi^s Edmonstone’s (his sister- 
in-law’s) sitting room, for the .sake of saving trouble to 
others. 

Here he d.ed, aaul I must l>urrow (Mr. (Moore's 0 '.\n 
words. 

“ The end was now at liaiid, and he died ;it twenty- 
seven minute, s past tu'o in tlie morning of (May 27, 1S05. 
Thu ■\\-iiidow was open. The sky was beginning to grow 
grey, a few rooks Lad cawed, tlie swallows were twitteiing, 
the landrail was craking from the Ux-elose, and a favourite 
eock, which ho Used to call his morning-gun, leaped out 
from some hollies, and gave his accustomed crow. Tlie 
ear of his master was deaf to the call. He had obeyed a 
sublimer summons, and had woke up to the glories of the 
eternal world.” 

So passed away Charles AVaterton, a man who was, 
perhapjS, more thoroughly missed and more w-idely mourned 
than any other of his time. 

It is much to he regretted that ho would never sit for 
his portrait. -As far as the head without the dress goes, 
Mr. AA'aterhouse Hawkins'.s Lust gives a good idea of “ The 
Jsipdre,” hut marble could not give his sweet, kindly smile, 
or the animated expressions wliieli flitted over his face as 
he recurred to his furmer travels, or pointed out the manv 
Wonders of the paik and lake. A good ]iainter might liavu 
succeeded, jirovided that he knew AATderton tlioroiighlv. 


Tlu' iatal 
foil. 


Df'tdh, 


Bust t-r 
’Wufcrfvi., 





aiiil, fijv such a iiiciiiorial, thuusaiuls wlio never saw him 
would have heeii grateful. 

The iollowiiig account of the funeral is taken from the 
llliiJi-otijI Luiulo/i Xi as of June 17, ISii.j. 

,/7. “ On the di'd iiist. (the amiiversary of klr. Waterton’s 

birth) his remains were laid amidst the scenes he loved so 
Well. He had .selected the spot, and left minute instruc- 
tions for the funeral cerenionv, which commenced at ninii 
o'clock in tlie morning. 

“The entrance-hall had Ihmui couvcrted into a temporary 
chapel^ which u as draped with black. Ilefore the door, on 
a cat<d‘ali[Ue, rested the cullin, of polished Otik, with brass 
iiiscripliun plates. IMr. A\kiterton was an emiiieut member 
of the Homan Chitholic Church, and fourteen priests took 
part at his burial. Finst, ‘ tlie fdliee for the Dead ’ was 
said, and then reipiiem hi':th m.is.s, the Bishop of Beverley 
singing, (.’aiioii Walker a^^isting as Deacon, and tlie Bev. 
l.b W.iteVtOU as Suli-T)ea(.-oii. 

“ Tlie iiLvilcil guests hasiug urrivetl soon after ten o'clock, 
tlie cotfiu was home in pioce'sion through the ancient 
portcullis gate, accoiupaiiied by mourners and priests, 
boai'ing tapers, and followed by Eiluuuid Watertuii, F.sip, 
sou of the deceased, and chief luouniei. At the landing- 
scans the body was placed ou a floating bier. Thence, 
preceded bv a b.irge, euntamiug the lii.-'hnp and ofticiating 
]jiie-'t'', ebanting the oiiice, and followed by mourners and 
fiieiids in alti.ndant boats — IMr. Waleiton's own boat, uii- 
oeenpied, bunging np tlie lear, — the author of the Ilh//- 
nuide his last voyage. The lioals were all draped 
with l.ilack, and boats contaiidng the friends of the familv 
tlanked the tliree central one^: : the teiiaidi v went by land. 

“ At the head of the lake, beneath the shade of twi.) 
ni.ible oaks, is the vault, into which the cottin leaving been 
lowered, the inoumers and others took tlieir place, the 
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Bisliop of Beverley ;it the head, the blessiiy of the grave 
took place, and the ceremony terminated with the canticle 
‘ Beucdictus ; ’ during which a linnet in one of the oaks 
overhead joined its song to the chanting of the clergy. 

And here, ‘buried in silence, broken only by the cry of 
the heron, and in a solitude alino.st as deep as that in 
wliich he had lived so long in the .swamps of the Orinoco 
and the forest.s of the Amaxon,’ rest the remains of Charles 
Waterton. 

“Eighty-three being his age, that nnmher of aged 
persons had been invited to attend at the funeral, and had 
a dole, each a loaf of bread and sixpence, distrilnrted to 
them at the park gate.” 

The very appropriate spot wliich receiwil In's remains 
had been long fixed upon hy 1dm, hnt it was not until a 
year before his death that lie caused to be erected tlie 
plain stone cross, the ba.se of wldcli bears the inscription 
written hy liimself. 

oicvTE im:o 

CABOLt WATEKTOX. Ayc,,,.;,. 

crju.s FESS.V 
juxT.v H.AXc ciircr.M 
Sr,l>r,Lll’N"fI'U nss.\. 

Xiitu.-f IT.'s-. Ohtit 180 .“. 

The actual day of his hiith was not known until dune Biriluhai. 
3, 1804, when he asked the Aliases Edmonstone to come 
and see a new cross wliich he had put np between two 
magnifieeut oak.s near the head of the lake. I’here are 
many crosses in different parts of the park. The ino'^t eon- 
Rpicuons one is on the top of the Ivy Tower, and anotlier 
i.s on the wall of tlie (Irotto, both of which are .'howu in 
illustrations on pages 43>, 00, 08. .Vnother i^ upon a 
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favourite re^tiau'-place nearly ojiposite the Gateway, Lut 
there rva^ a peeiiliar .-^iiruifieance about tliirf last cross. 

“ lie roweil liis .sGter^.-iu-law,” writes Mr. Moore, “ in 
his hotit to the far eiul of tire lake which surromicls AValtoii 
Hall, ami when they arriveel at the spot, he told them he 
mti-iuled to he buried there, and put his arms round the 
CIO-,-. ■ Sipiire,’ said Ali.ss Eduionstoue in Italian, for 

there wa> a man at work within lieariue-. ‘it is your birth- 
ila\.' He .-miled and b(jwed assent.” And on the drd of 
dune in the following year Ire was laid in the .spot which 
li" li.ul imlicatud. 

The leai.'iins of his grandfather lie beneath air elm-tree 
iu auoth'U' part of the park. 

It 1 - noteworthy that the spot where he fell is only a 
.'tone .--throw from the cro-j.s, and just half-way between it 
and the group of trees called the “ Twelve Apostles.” It 
1- now maiked with a cri.u-;. 

( u iuiiially. lii^ sou intended to build a memorial cha[iel 
o\er til" grive, but lie afterward, s, and rightly, reliii- 
ijui'lied the iut'-uiioii, tliiukiiig that the plain stone cro.^s 
erected hy 'Watenou himsolf. engraved with his own 
-imple iii-’-i i[itioii, was a more fitting memorial than any 
eliape] however heautifnl it might he. 

i X' I’l r — I he llimt of aterton has now' been repnrdnced 
with the dre-s aeeording to his invariahle co-tume. Copies 
• ind rhologr,r[ih.s may he proeured from E. Mb “Wilson 
M e-,igale Ifoiis". Jvu'k-lfale. Sydenham.] 
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lull-lilt 111 *' l.M'i'." 

rHiji'i't cif tbe IViiiiih — Dr-nieiiiia 11 — S.ilm — Tinioiii — Finest 
tiecs. — rnr.isitu.s. — Pnish-rojif. — Kul iii(.iil<i.y. — AViM iiiiiiiials. — .■sloths 
— Venoiiious .siiiikes — Li/iiii.ls. — llell-hinl. — H.-uIiH! — lii.susts. — 1 loj; 
lioisonud witli 'Woiiiiili. — F.ills — Fs'Onuiho 11. — K.ii'ul .lei iiy. — Falls 
of the Es.sc([iulio. — Mae.nislii.i, — A nsliite leelus... — The Watel'iii.iiiini.i. 

— .A. savage liiianeier. — The Jahini. — Ants' nests — Fort St. .loarhim 
— Lake raiinia. 

In the month of April, 1812, 1 left tlie town of .Stahroek, i 
to travel tliroii”h the wilds of Denieram and Es.seipiibo, a 
part of ci-divu nt Dutch Diiiana, in SoitUi America. 

Tlie chief objects in view were to collect a quantity of Its 
the strongest AVourali poison ; and to .reach the inland 
frontier fort of I’ortnguese Duiana. 

It would be a tedious journey for him who wishes to 
travel through these wild.s, to set out from Stahroek on 
foot. The sun would exhaust him in hi.s attempts to 
wade through the swamps, and the iMosqnitos at night 
would de]irive him of eveiy hour of sh-ep. 
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The road lor horses rims parallel to the river, hut it 
extends a very little way, and even ends before the 
cultivation of the plantation ceases. 

The only mode then that reiuain.s is to proceed by 
water : and wlien you come to the hiirh lands, you may 
make your way thron"h the forest on foot, or continue 
your route on the river. 

After passin" the third island in the river Hemerava 
there are few plantations to be .seen, and those not joining 
on to one another, but .separated by large tracts of wood. 

The Loo is the last where the .Sue'ar-cane is growing. 
The greater part of its negroes have just hecii ordered to 
another estate ; and ere a few months shall have el.ipsed 
all signs of culiivalioii will lie lost in underwood. 

Tligher up >bmd tiie -ug.ir-works of Amelia's Waard, 
.'olitary and ahaudoued ! and alti r pa'sing tlie^e there is 
not a ruin to iul'oriu tlie traveller that either colfee or 
siig.ir have ever been eultivuted. 

Lruiii Amelias \\ aard an iiiihroken range of forest 
covers eacli lumk of the river, saving here and theie 
wliere a hut discovers itself, inhabited by free people of 
Colour, with a rood or two of barren ground ahout it ; or 
wiiere the wood-cutter lues erected hiiuselt' a dwelling, and 
cleared a I'ew acres fir jia^turage. Sometimes vou see 
level ground on eaeli .-^ide of you for two or three hours 
at a .stretidi ; at otlier times a gently -lopiug hill presents 
itself; and often, on turning a point, tlie eye is pleased 
with the contrast of an almost peipeiidicular hei^^ht jutting 
into the xvater. The trees j.ut yoit in mind ot an eternal 
spring, with summer and autumn kindly blended into it. 

Here you may see a sloping extent of nible trees, whose 
f diage di-jilays a charming variety tif every shade, i'rom 
the liglite-^t to the darkest green and purple. The tops of 
>ome are crowned with bloom of the lovelie.st hue- while 
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Those whose heads have been hared by time, or blasted 
by the thunder-storm, strike the eye, as a innurnful sound 
does the ear in music ; and seem to lieckon to the senti- 
mental traveller to stop a moment or two, and see that the 
forests which surround him, like men and kingdoms, liave 
their periods of misfortune and decay. 

The fiiut rocks of any considerahh' si/o that are oh- Rvls. 
served on the side of the river are at a place called Saha, 
from the Indian word, which means a stone. They app(air 
sloping down to the water’s edge, not slielvy, hut smooth, 
and their exuberances rounded olf, and, in some place', 
deeply furrowed, as though they luul heeii worn with 
continual Hoods of water. 

There are ]>atclies of ^-.ul up and d'.>wn, and the huge 
atonies amoiig.-^t them proiluce a plea'iue and imvi.d elfeet. 

You .'ee a few Coll'ee-trees of a line luxuriant grou th; and 
lie. Illy on the top of Saha stands the house of the post- 
liulder. 

He is appointed hv government to give in his report to 
the protector of the Indians of what is going on amongst 
tliem, and to prevent suspicious people from pa.ssing up 
the l'i^■er. 

Y'hen the Indians assemhle here the strau.u'er may have 
an oyiportunity of seeing the Ahorigines dancing to the 
sound of their coimtiy music, and yiaiiited in their native 
^lyle. Thigv will .'Imot their arrows for him with an uu- 
eniiig aim, and .-^end tin- poi>oiied dart from the hlow-pipe 
true to its destinaliou ; and here he may often view all 
the ditfereiit sliailes, frum the red savage to tlie white man, 
and from the white m.iii tii the Mioiie.-^t son of Aliica. 

Tievond tliis yjo't then' are no more halltalions of white 
men, or free people of colour. 
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Ill a cuunti'v sd extensively covereil witli ■wood as this 
i=;, having eoeiv advantage that a tropical sun and the 
lii'hest iiaiuld. in inaiiy places, can give to vegetation, it 
is natural to look for trees ol very large dinieiisious ; hut 
it is rare to meet with them above six yards in circum- 
ference. If larger have ever existed, they have fallen a 
.sacrihee either to the axe or to fire. 

If, however, they disappoint you in .size, they make 
am] lie amends in height. Heedle.^s and hankrupt in all 
curiosity must he he who can jonrney on without stopping 
to take a view of tlie towering ilora. Its topmost hranch, 
when naked with age or dried Viy accident, is the favourite 
re-ort of the 'I’oucnn. Many a time has this singular bird 
felt the sliot faintly strike him from the gun of the fowler 
heneath, and owed his life to the distance betwixt them. 

The trees which form these far-extending wilds are as 
useful ns they ai'e mnamental. It would take a volume 
of itself to desciil.e tlielll. 

I'he ( h'een-heait, famous fur its iianlness and dnrahility; 
the llaekea, for its icitiglmess ; tlu.‘ 1 tticalahali, surpas.siiig 
mahogany; the Kheny ami Letter-wood, vying with the 
elmieest woods of the old world; tlio Loenst-tree, Yielding 
co]ial ; and tlie Ilayawii and f.>lou-trec.s, furnisliijig a sweet- 
.smelling re'iii, are all to be met with in the forest, betwixt 
the ]'laututions and tlie rock .''alia. 

Ileyond this rock the country has been little c.xplored ; 
hut it is Very prohahle that these, and a vast collection of 
other hinds^ and jMi--ihly many new species, sac scattered 
u]i siiid down, in all directions, through the s\\am])s and 
hills, ami s,|\ainisis of r/'-iA ,•■//// Dutch Duiaua. 

(.)u viewing the .stately trees around him tlie tiaturalist 
will oliscivc nunv of them hearing leaves, and blossoms, 
and fruit, not their own. 

Die M'jld f ig-tree. Us large as a coiinuon J-iiialish apple- 
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liee, often rears itself from one of the tliiek branches at first 
the top of tile niura ; and when its fruit is ripe, to it the 
liirds resort fur nourishment. It was to an undigested 
seeil. passing through tlie body of the bird which iiail 
jierched on tlie niora, that the fig-tree first owed its ele- 
vated station there. The sap of the niora r.iised it into full 
bearing ; lutt now, in its turn, it is doomed to contribute a 
}iortion of its own sap and jnice.s towards the giowth of 
different species of vines, the seed.s of whicli, abso, the 
birds deposited on its brunches. These soon vegetate, and 
bear fruit in great (piantities ; so uliat with their usurpa- 
tion of the resources of the fig-tree, aial tlie fig-tree of the 
niora, the inora, luial.ile to support a charge wliicli nature 
never intended it should, laiignishes and dies under its 
burden; and then the lig-tree, and its usuijiiiig progeny 
of vines, receiving no luore siu-eour fimn their late foster- 
parent, droop and perish in tlieir turn. 

A vine, called the llush-rope by the wood-cutters, on The liush- 
account of its use in hauling out ilie heaviest timber, lias 
a singular ajipearaiice in the forests of Itemerara. >Sunie- 
times you see it nearly a.s thick as a man’s body, twisted 
like a corkscrew round the tallest tiee.s, ami rearing its 
head high above tlieir top.-. At other times tlirce or four 
of tlieiii, like stiaiids in a cable, join tree and tree and 
braiicli and Ijraiicli togetlier. Olliers, de.sceiidiug fiom on 
liigli, t.ike rout as soon as tlieir extremity tuuclics the 
ground, and a]i]uai' like .sliroud.s and stays .sii]ipurting 
the iiiainiiiast ot a line-ot-liattle sliip ; ubile otluus, 

."'ending out ]Mralle], obliipu', liorizontal, and peipeiidi- 
ciilar siioot" in all diieciiuiis, put you in mind of what 
travellcis call a malii-d foicst. Oftentimes a tree, above a 
Imiidicd feet liigli. ipu'ooied by tlie whirlwind, is .sto[>[ied 
ill its fall by tlie-'C aina/iiig cables of nature; and lienee 
It is lliat you aci oiinf for the jilieiioiuciiou of seeiim trees 
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not only Yegvtnting, but pending forth vigorous shoots, 
though far frr.in thcrr peipendiciilar, and their trunks 
inclined to every degree from the meridian to the 
horizon. 

Their heails leinain timily -^uppoited by the bush-rope ; 
nianv of their roots .suoii relix tlimiisolves in the earth, and 
fre(iueiitly a strong sliO'jt ’.vill .sprout out perpendicularly 
from near the root of the reclined trunk, and in time 
hecoiue a tine tree. No grass grows under the trees; and 
few weeds, except in the .swamps. 

The high groiiinls are pretty cle.tr of underwood, ami 
vith a cutlass to sever the small bush-ropes, it is not dilli- 
cult walking among the trees. 

The soil, chielly formed by the fallen leaves and decayed 
trees, is very rich and feitile in the valleys. (Jn the hills, 
it is little better tha.n sand. The irdiis seem to have ear- 
ned away, and >'.vept into the v,illi-ys, eveiy particle which 
nature iuiemb.-d to have I'U'm.'il a moukl. 

Fonr-foote'l anim.ds mt; siaV's.', considering lurw very 
thinly thoso f >ve.sts arc inlialiit- d by men. 

Sovi-ral .sp'.'cios of the uiiimal, c-ommonly called Tiger, 
though ill rcaliiy it ap[. roaches iioai'cr to the leopard, are 
found liLi'c : and two of tiieir diminutives, named Tiger-cats. 
The T.ii'ir. the Labba. ami Deer, afford excellent food, and 
cliieliy frepneiit the swani]is and low ground, near the sides 
of the river and creeks. 

In stating tlint foar-forited aiiinad- are .scarce, the rcccari 
must be excepted. Three or I'our huudreii of tliem herd 
togetliev. mill tiavei-e the wilds in all directions, in cpiest 
ot roots ,ind f.illen s.-eds. The Indians mostly shout them 
vilh poi<o!ied ari-ows. AVIieii Wounded, they run about 
oim hundred and lifly p,ice> ; they then drop, and make 
w holc.-'riinL’ iciod. 

Tlie lied iloiikey. eironeously called the baboon, is heard 
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ui’ttuer tliaii it is seen; Avhile the common lirowu Monkey, Fir.'^r 
tlie Bisa, and Sacawiiiki, rove fiom tree to tree, and ainu.se 
the stranger as he journeys on. 

A species of the Polecat, and another of tlie Fo.v, are 
destructive to the Indians poultry; while the Opossum, 
the Guana, ami Saleinpenta, afford him a delicion.s morsel. 

The .small Ant-liear, and the large one, remarkalde for liis 
long, hroad, hushy tail, are soinetime.s seen on tlie to]is of 
the wood-aiits’ ue.sts ; the Arnuulilliis Iiore in the .sand-hills, 
like ral.iljits in a waneii ; and the I’orciipiue is now and 
then discovered in the trees over your head. 

This, too, is the native country of the Sloth. Hi.s looks, Th,- sh,ti,. 
his ge.stures, and hi.s cries, all c inspire to entreat you to 
take piity on him. These are the only weapons of defence 
which nature hath given him. '\Vhi](,‘ other animals a-^- 
semlile in herd.s, or in pains ranee through the.se houndles.s 
wilds, the sloth is solitary, and almost stationary ; he can- 
not escape from you. It is said, hi.s piteous moans make 
the tiger relent, and turn out of the way. Do not then 
level your gun at him, or pierce him with a poisoned arrow ; 

— he has never hurt one living creature. A few leaves, 
and those of the commonest and coav.sost kind, are all he 
a.sks f()r his support. On comparing him with other ani- 
mals, you A\onld say tliat you eoidd perceive delicieiic} 
deformity, and siiperahuiuhinee in hi.s eom]iosition. He 
has no cutting teeth, and though four .slomachs, he still 
vwruts the long intestines of ruminating animals, lie has 
only one inferior aperture, as in liii'ds. tie has no sole.s to 
his feet, nor has he the power of moving his toes se]). irately. 

His hair is tint, and -juits yon in mind rT gr.i'-s vdtliered hy 
the wintry bla.st. His legs nri' too short ; they aiipear de- 
formed hy the manner in which they are joined to tlie Ludy ; 
and when he is on the groiiiul, tliey seem as if only c.dcu- 
hited to he of use in climhiiig tree-. He has forty-six ribs. 
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■while the elephant luis only forty ; and his claw.s are 
dispnipoitieiiably hjii". Were you to laark (hueii, upon a 
giadiiated scale, the dilferent claims to superiority among.st 
the four-footed aiiiiuals, this pofir ill-fonaed creature’s claim 
Yvould he the last u]ion the lowest degree. 

Dcnierara yields to no country in the world in her won- 
derful and beautiful piroduction.s of the feathered race, 
hrere the finest precious stones are far .surpassed hy the 
vivid tints whicli adorn tlie hirds. Tlie naturali.st may 
e.vclaiui, that nature li.is not known whcie‘ to ^top in form- 
ing new species, ami painting lier renui.site shades. ^Vlmost 

every one of those sin.gular and ele.gant hirds desciibed hy 
ISulfon as hchuiging to Cayenne, are to lie met with in 
1 teiiierara ; hut it is only hy an indelatigahle naturalist 
that they are to he found. 

Tlie Scarlet Curhwv hreeds in iniiuiiierahle yuaiitities in 
the muddy id.inds on tlie coasts of I’omauron ; the Egrets 
and Crahieis in the same j’hice. They resort to the mud- 
llats at chhing' water, while thousands of Sandpipers and 
I’lovers, with heie and there a Spnnuhill and Flamingo, are> 
Seen among'.t them. The I’elican.s go farther out to sea, 
hut return at 'Undown to tlm Courada-trees, The Humming- 
hirds are chieily to he fouml near the flowers at which each 
of the spi-cies of the gfenns is wont to feed. The pie, the 
gallinaceous, the columbine, and passerine tribes, re>ort to 
tlie fruit-hearing tree.s. 

You m-ver fail to sim- the ciim..ion \'ulture where there is 
' c.u'iion. In pas,.,ing up the ri\er tlieie was an opportunity 
of Seeing a pair of the King of the \hihures; tliev were 
'itting on th(> naked branch of a tree, with ahout a do/on 
of the common ones vvitli them. A Tiger lual killed a 
Coat the day hefnre; he had heeii diiveii aw.iv in the act 
of >suekiug the hlood, and not lindiiig it .■'ule er prudent to 
return, the goat remained in the same jdace where he had 
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killed it ; it had begun to putrefy, and the vultures had Fiu-r 
arrived that morning to claim the savoury morsel. jo ucnk v 

At the close of clay, the Vampires leave the lioPow trees, The 
whither they had tied at the morning’s dawn, and scour ^ '-""i'"''' 
along the river’s banks in cpie.st of prey. On waking 
from sleep, the astonished traveller finds his hammock 
all stained with blood. It is the vampire that hath 
sucked him. Xot man alone, but every unprotected 
animal, is e.xposed to his depredations : and so gently does 
this nocturnal surgeon draw the blood, tint iusti'adof being 
roused, the patient is lulled into a still prufiamder sleep- 
There are two species of vain[iire in Deineraru, and both 
suck li\iug animals ; one is rallier larger than the counnou 
hat; the other measures ahove two feet from wing to wing 
extended. 

Snakes are fivapiently met witli intlie woods betwixt the 
sea-cua-st ami the lock Saha, cldelly near the civeks and on 
tiiu hanks of the river, Tliey are large, beautiful, ami I'or- 
midable. The Ilattlesiiake seeiim partial to a tract of ground 
known by the name i;f Canal Xhimber-three ; there the 
elfects of his poi'ou will be long reiiiemlicivil. 

The Caiiioudi snake has been killed from thirty to forty 
feet lung; though nut venomous, liis size renders him de- 
structive to the passing animals. The Spaniards in the 
Orooiioipie positively atlinn that he grows to the length of 
seventy or eighty leet, and that lie willdestroy the strongest 
and largest bull. Ills name seeins to cotirirm this ; thci'o 
lie is called “ matatoro,’' which literally nicaiis “ hiiil- 
killer.” Thus he may be r, inked amongst, tiio deadlv 
snakes ; for it comes nearly to the same thing in tlie end 
whether the viihini dies by poison fiom the fangs, c\ hid i 
ci.irrupts Ids blood and makes it stink hoiriblv, or wlietlier 
his bo.ly he eiusincl to nmmiiiy, and swalloved bv tins 
hideous IjLcmt. 
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The 'Wliiji.-'iiake. of a lieautiful elieiiging green, and tlie 
Coral, ■\villi alternate hruad traii-^teise hars of Clack and 
red, glide from Imsli to hnsli. and may he handled with 
safety ; they are liarinless little creatures. 

The Laharri snake is sjieckled, of a dirty hrown colour, 
and can scarcely he di-itinguished from the eround or stump 
on t\hich he. is coiled up ; he grov.'s to the length of about 
eight feet, and his bite often proves fatal iu a lew minutes. 

Unrivalled in his display of every lovely colour of the 
rainbow, and unmatched iu the elfects ol his deadly poison, 
the C'uuanacouchi glides undaunted on, .sole munareh of these 
fove'ts; h(' i' eonmionlv known hy the name of the hush- 
niasti'i’. J’.otli man anil heast fly hefore him, and allow 
him to pur.'Ue an nndi.spnted path. He sometimes grows 
to the length of fourteen feet. 

A few small t.'aimen, from two to twelve feet long, inav 
lie oloerved now and tlieii in ]ias<ing up and down the 
river; they just keep their ]ieud> ahiove llie water, and a 
stranger would not know them from a roitmi stump. 

Lizards of the tiniwt grecni, hrown, and coipiier colour, 
from two indie-: to two teet and a half long, are ever and 
anon ru-itling among the fallen leave.s, and crossing the 
path hefi'irc von; whilst tlie Chameleon is hu^ily employed 
iu diu'iiig inseets toiind the trunk's of the neighhciuring 
trea s. 

The ii'h are of many dillereiit sorts, and well-ta.sted, but 
not, genei'ally siieakiiig, \erv jileutiliil. It is pruhalde tluit 
their numheis are eonsulcrahly thinned hv the Ctllers 
which are mneh larger than tho-e of T.urope. In going 
through the oveitlowed savannas, which have all a com- 
niunicatiou with the river, you iiiav often see a dozen or 
two 111 them sporting amongst the sedges hefore von. 

This waim and humid climate seems partieuhirlv adapted 
to il;i. jiiodueing of iusect.. ; it gives hilth to mviiads 
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Leauiiful past description in tlicirMiviety of tints, astonisli- 
inp in tlieir form and size, and many of tliem noxious in 
tlieir qualities. 

lie cvliose eye can distingui.sli the various beauties of 
uncultivated nature, and whose ear is not shut to the wild 
sounds in the woods, will be delighted in passing np the 
river Itenieravo. Every now and then, the iMaam or 
Tinamou sends foith one long and plaintivo whistle from 
the deidlis of the forest and then stops ; vliilst the yelping 
of the toucan, raid the shrill voice c t the b>iid called I’l-pi- 
yo, is licaid during the interval. The Campanero never 
fails to attract the attention of the passenger: at a distance 
of nearly three miles, you may hear this snow-white hire! 
tolling every four or live minutes, like the distant convent 
bell. Emm six to nine in the morning, the forests resound 
vith the mingled cries and strains of the feathered race; 
after this, they graduallv die away. From’ eleven to three 
all nature is hushed as in a mi'diight silence, and .scarce a 
note is heard, saving that of the eaiupanero and the pi-pi- 
yo ; it is then that, oppressed by the solar heat, tlie birds 
relhe to the tlnekest .shade, and wait for the relreshing cool 
of evening. 

At .suiidtiwn the ’N'ampires, Eats, and Goat-suckers dart 
fiom tlieir lonely retreat, and skim along the trees on the 
livei'.s bank. The different kinds of Erogs almost .stun the 
ear with their coarse and liollow-souiiding cioaking, while 
the Owls and goat-suckers lament and mourn all night 
long. 

^Vlout tv o liiiui's 1 el ore daybreak, yon will lurir the red 
monkey meaning a.s thoiigli in deep di-tiess ; the lloutou, a 
solitiuy hini, and only I'ound in the tlmdccst reeesse.s of tlie 
foro't, distinctly articuhite.s, ‘■iLoutuu, lioutou," in a low and 
plaintive tone, an h.our helnre sunri'e ; the maani whistles 
about the same hour; the Haniiaquoi, I’ataca, and iMaioudi 
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aiiiiouuee Lis lusar approacli to the eastern liorizon, and tlie 
Pairots ami ran-oipiets eonfinu Ids arrival there. 

Tlie Uriekets chirp from sunset to sunrise, and often 
duriira the day, when the weather is cloudy. The Hete- 
I'uuee is exeeediiiely numerous in these extensive wilds, 
and nut only m.rn, hut Leasts and liirds, are tormented hy 
it. IMoviputos are Very rare after you pass the third island 
in the r)eiuerara, and Sand-llie.s hut seldom appear. 

U'ourteous reader, here thou hast the outline.s of an 
ama/iny landscape given thee ; thou wilt see that the 
principal part.s of it are hut faintly traced, some of them 
scarcely visible at all, and that the shades are wholly 
wanting. Tf thy .soul partakes of the ardent flame which 
the iiersevering iMiingo Park’s dul, these outlines will he 
enough for thee: they will give thee some idea of what 
a nohle country this is; and if thou hast hut courage to 
set ahout giving the world a finished picture of it, neither 
materials to work on, nor colours to paint it in its true 
.'hades, viU wautiiig to thee. It may appear a difficult 
tu'k at a distance ; hut look close at it, and it is nothing 
at all ; provided thou hast hut a quiet mind, little more is 
nccf'sary, and the genius which presides over these wilds 
will kindly help thee through the rest. She will allow 
thee to slay the fawn, and cut down the Mountain-cahhage 
for thy 'U])port, and to select liom every part of her domain 
whatever may he necessary for ihevork thou art ahout ; 
hut having killed a pair of 1 loves iu order to eiiahle thee 
to give mankind a true and proper description of them, 
tliou nui't not dc'troy a third through wantonness, or to 
'how what a good niark'Hian thou art ; tliat would only 
hlol the picture thou art fini.sliing, not colour it. 

Though retireil from the haunts of men, and even with- 
out a friend with thee, thou wouldst not find it solitary. 
Tlie crowing of the haniiaquoi will sound in thine ears 
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like the daybi'eak towii-cluuk ; and the Wren and the 
Thrush ■will join with thee in thy matin hynin to tliy 
Creator, to thank Him for thy night’s rest. 

At noon thy denius will lead thee to tlie Troely, one 
leaf of whieli will defend thee from hoth sun and rain. 
And if, in the cool of the eveidiig, thou lia.st been tempted 
to stray too far from thy pdaee of abode, and art deprived 
of light to write down the information thou hast collected, 
the Firefly, which thou wilt .see in almo.st every bush 
around thee, will be thy candle. Hold it over thy jmcket- 
book, in any position which thou knowe.st will not hurt it, 
and it will afford thee ample li.ght. And when thou ha-t 
dune with it, put it kindly back again on the next branch 
to thee. It will want no other reward for its services. 

When in thy hammock, should the thought of thy little 
crosses and dinaiipoiiitmeuts, in thy up.s ami downs through 
life, break in upon thee, and throw thee int<,» a I'ensive 
mood, the Owl will bear thee company, tshe will tell thee 
that hard has been her fate too ; and at intervals, “ Whip- 
poor- Will,” and “ Willy come go,” will take up the tale of 
.sorrow. Ovid ha,- told thee how the owl once boasted the 
human form, and lo^-t it for a very small offence ; and were 
the poet alive now, he would inform thee, that “ Whip- 
poor- Will,” and •“ A\'illy come go,” are the .shades of those 
poor Aliican and Indian slaves, who died rvi'irn nut and 
brokenhearted. They cvail and cry, Whip-poor- Will,” 
and “Willy come go,” all niglit long; and often, when the 
moon shines, you >fce them ^ittillg on the green turf, near 
the houses of those whose ancestors tore them fiom the 
bosom of their helpless familie.s, which all jirobably per- 
ished througdi grief and want, after their support was 
gone. 

About an hour above the rock of Saba, stands the habi- 
tation of an Indian, called Simon, on the top of a hill. 
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The ^iile next tlie river nlmost }ieriienilieular, and von 
inav easilv throw a atone over to tlie np|iosile hank. Here 
there was an opportunity of seeing man in his rudest 
state. The Indians who lie rjuented this liahitation, though 
livinu’ hi the midst of woods, hore evident marks of atten- 
tion to their persons. Their hair was neatly collected, and 
tied up in a knot ; their boilies taucifuliy painted red, and 
the paint was scented with hayawa. This uave them a 
gav and animated appearance. Nome ot them had on 
necklaces, composed of the teeth ot wild hoars slain in 
the chase; many vorc rings, and others had an ornament 
on the left arm, midway hetwixt the shoulder and the 
elhow. At the close of day, they regularly hathcal in 
the river helow ; and tlie next nic'rnijig seemed husy in 
renewing tlie I'aded colouis of their face-. 

(.)ne day theie came into the hut a form which literally 
iniglit lie called the wild man of the woods. On entering, 
ho laid down a hall of wax, which he had collected in the 
forest. Ills hammoek was all ragged and tcnii ; and his 
how, tliough of good woeid, w as wuhout any urnament or 
yiolish ; “ eiiihnit domino, cultior esce suo.” His face was 
meagre, his looks forluddiiig, and his whole appearance 
iieglecteil. His long hlnck hair hung from his head in 
matted confnsimi ; iior had Ins ImmIv, to nil appearance, 
ever been jainted. They gave him suine L'assata bread 
and ficiled li-h, which he ale veu'aciou.dy, and souii after 
left the hilt. ^Vs he Went out yott cnuid uhsi-ne no traces 
in his cmiidenance or demeatioiir, which indicated tliat he 
was ill the Ica-I mindful nf having hceu heiicliled hy the 
sociriy 1||. was ju-,t L-aviiiy. 

The Iiidiaii'i saiil that he had neither w if', iinr child, 
nor friend, ITiey had often tried to persuade him to come 
and live amongst them; hut it was of no avail. He went 
roving nn, phimiering the 'Wild Hee- of their honey, and 
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picking lip the Iklleu nuts and Inuts oi' tins fiji'cat. When 
lie fell in with game, lie procured lire from two .sticks, and 
cooked it on the spot. When a hut liaiipened to he in his 
way, he .^topped in, and asked for .‘something to eat, and 
then months elap'^ed ere they saw him again. They did 
not know what had caused him to he thus unsettled; he 
had heeii so for yeais ; nor did they helieve that even old 
age itself would ehaiige the habits of this poor', harmless, 
solitary wanderer. 

rrom Simon’s, tlie traveller may reach the large fall, 
with ease, in four days. 

The first falls that he meets aie merely rapids, scarce a 
stone appearing ahove the water in the rainy season ; and 
thn«e in the bed of the river, h.rrely high enough to airest 
the water's course, and hy causing a huhhling, show that 
they are there. 

With this small (.huiige of appeaiaiice in llic stream, 
the stranger uh^el'ves nothing new till he comes within 
eight or ten miles of the great fall. Each side of the 
river presents an niiiiitenu[)ted range of wood, just as 
it did Vielow. All the pioductions found hetwi.xt 
the phuitati(.ins and the lock Saba, are to be met with 
liei'e. 

Erom Simon’s to the great fall there are live habitations 
of the Indians — twii of them elose to the nvei’s side; the 
other three a little way in the forc't. 'J’hese habitations 
coiisi.^t of from tour to eight huts, situat'Ml ou aljout an 
acre of ground which they have cleared Irom the sur- 
ruuiidiiig woods. A few I’ajipaw, Cotton, and iiiuuntaiii 
eahljnge-trees, are scattered round them. 

^Vt one of these hahitations a small epiautitv of the 
Aonrali poi-oii wa,-' pioeuieil. It was in a little nourd. 
The Indian who had it said that he had killed a mimber 
ol A ild Hogs w illi it. and two Tapirs. Appearances seemed 
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iiEt,T to confirm cvhat he said; for on one side it had heeii nearly 
jo rrxF- Y. t]jg liottoin, at different times, which probably 

would nut have been the case had the first or second trial 
failed. 

//v Its strength rvas proved on a middle-sized dog. He was 
^,t,a,gth. jjj Die thigh, in order that there might be no 

possibilit}’ of touching a vital part. lii three or four 
minute.s he began to be affected, smelt at every little 
thine on the ground around him, and looked wistfully at 
the wounded part. Soon after this he staggered, laid him- 
self down, and never rose more. He barked once, though 
not as if in pain. His voice avas low and weak ; and in 
a second attempt it quite failed him. He now put hi.s 
head betwi.vt Ids fore-legs, and raising it slowly again, he 
fell over on hi.s side. Hi.s eye immediately became fixed, 
and though his extremities every now and then shot con- 
vulsively, he never showed the least desire to raise up his 
head. His heart tluttered mneh from the time he lay 
down, and at intervals lieat very strong ; then .stopped for 
a iiionient or two, and then heat again ; and continued 
faintly lieating sever.d minutes after every other part of 
his body seemed dead. 

In a quarter of an liour after he had received the poison 
he Was quite motionless. 

Thr firrilf A fcw miles before yon reach the great fall, and which, 
indeed, is the only one which can he called a fall, large 
halls of froth come floating jiast you. The riviu' appears 
heautifullv marked witli streaks of foam, and on vuur 
nearer approach the stream is whitened all over. 

At tii>t, yon behold the fall rushing down a heil of 
rocks, with a tremendous noise, divided into two foamy 
streams, which at tlieir junction again foim a small island 
covered with wood. Above this island, for a short space 
there appeal’s Imt one stream, all white with froth, and 



■\VAXDEPtIXOS IX SOUTH AHEUIC'A, 


103 


li'etting and boiling amongst the huge rocks which obstruct first 
its course. jum^y. 

Higher up it is seen dividing itself into a short cbaunel 
or two, and trees grow on the rocks which cause i b, s repa- 
ration. The torrent in many pilaces has eaten d-i p into 
the rocks, and split them into large fragments by driving 
others against them. The trees on tlie rocks are in bloom 
and vigour, though their roots are half bared, and many of 
them bruised and broken by tlie rushing waters. 

This is the general appearance of the fall from the level 
of the water below to where the river is smooth and f[iuet 
above. It must be remembered that this i.s during the 
periodical rains. I’rol.jably in tlie dry season it ]iuts on a 
very ditferent appearance. There is no perpendicular fall 
of water of any euiisepuence thionghout it, hut tlie dread- 
ful roaring and rushing of the torrent down a baig, riKlcy, 
and moderately sloping eliaiinel, has a line ellect ; ami 'be 
stranger returns well pleased with what lie has seen. Xo 
animal, nor craft of any kind, could stem this dnwnward 
tlood. In a few moments the lir.-=t would he killed, the 
second dasheil in pieces. 

The Indians have a path alongside of it, through the 
forest, where pu'odigious (drab wood-trees gi'ow. Up this 
path they drag their canoes, and launch them into the 
river above; and on their return bring them down the 
same way. 

About two hours below this fall is the liabitatioii of an 
Acoway chief called Siiikerman. At night you hear the 
roaring of the fall from it. It is pleasantly sinuited on 
the top of a sand-hill. At this place you have the linest 
view the river iJemerara affords: three tiers of iiills rise 
in slow gradation, one above the other, before you, and 
present a grand aud magnifieent .scene, especi.illy to him 
who has been accu.stomed to a level countrv. 
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Here, a little after iiiidiiiglit on tlie iii't of ilay, "wa? 
heard a moet strange and iiiiaccountalde noise ; it seemed 
as thoneh several regiments were cneaged, and nnisketrv 
filing with great rapidity. Tlie Indians, terrilled heyond 
description, left their hammocks, and crowded all together, 
like sheep at the approach of the wolf, Theie were no 
soldiers within three or four hundred miles. Conjecture 
was of no avail, and all conv'ersation next morning on tlie 
suliject was as ii'cle'S and unsatisfactory as the dead silence 
wliieh .suceeeded to liie imXe. 

Ho who wislies to reach tlie Hacoushi country had 
Letter send hi-^ canoe over laud troin Siiikermaii’s to the 
lisseuuilio. 

There i= a pretty good prtli, and meeting a crpidt about 
three-ciuai'ters of the way, it eas./s the labour, and twelve 
Indians will arrive with it in the E^seipiibo in four days, 

The traveller need not attend Ids eaiioe ; there is a 
shorter and a better way. Half an hour below Sinker- 
man's be finds a little eivek on the western liaiik of the 
Hemerara. After pu’oeeeiliiig about a cciuide. of hundred 
yards up it, lie leaves it, and pursues a v est-noith-we.'t 
direction by land I'm' the JAscipubo. The path is good, 
though somewhat ruoui-d with tiie roots of tiei-s, aiijl here 
ami tliei'e oh'tnicted by fulleii ones; it extends nioie over 
level giuuiid than otherwise. There are a few sti-e]' ascents 
and descents in it, with a little brook riiiming at the 
bottom of tliem ; hut they me ea'ily pas-cd o\-cr, and ilio 
lalleii trees .servo fisr a hriilgc. 

loll iiMV reach the Tis'cipiiho with ease in a dav and a 
half ; and so matted and iuteiwowii are the tops ot the 
trees aliove you, that the sun i.s not felt once all the wav, 
.saving where the .space wliich a uewly-fallcii tree occupied 
lets ill Ids rays upon you. The forc't contains an abuii- 
daiiee of A ild Ilogs^ Labhas, Aeourics, lAwisses, Maanis, 
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^Marou.lis, ami AVaracaba?, for your iioarislmieiit, aiil there riR'-r 
are plenty of leaves to cover a slieil whenever you are Je vr.yE v. 
incUueil in sleep. 

The soil has ihiee-huullis of sand in it, till you eonie Tlr- 
witliiu half an hour's walk of the Esse'piibo, where you v"''"-'- 
tiiid a red yravel and rocks. In this retired and solitary 
tract, nature .s garri, to all appearance, has not been injured 
by fire, mu her jirr.ductions broken in upon by the e.vter- 
iiiinating hand of nuin. 

Here the liuest 'Jre.ui-lie nl grows, aul 'Wallali.i, I'urple- 
heart, Siloabali, S.iwari, Ihiletre, Tauroiiira, and IMora, are 
met with in vu't abmnlance, far and near, towering up in 
majestic grauileur, straigiit ns pillars, si.vty or .seventy feet 
high, without a knot or branch. 

Ttaveller, forget torn little whd" tlie idea thou hast of 
waudeiing farllier on, and slop ami h,)ok at this grand 
picture of vegetable nature; it is a rellection of the crowd 
thou ha.st lately been in, and though a .silent monitor, it is 
not a less elo{|nent one on that acc'iunt. .See that noble 
rurple-heai't beturo thee ! iXatuie lias been kind to it. 

Xot a hole, not the least oo/ing fvunt its triiiik, to show 
lliat its best days are [cist. N'lgnruus in youthful hlooin- 
iug beauty, it stands the ornament of these sequestered 
vild', and t.icitly rebukes these base ones of thine own 
Species who have been h.lvdy enough to deny the e.xisteueu 
ot Him who oidercd il to llourish here, 

iSehold that one ne.\t to it ! — Hark 1 how the hammer- 
ings ot the Jled-heaihd \\ o'id[)ecker resouml throueh its 
distempered li jugiis ; ,'see w hat a (piintitv of lioh-s he 
has iiKcie ill it, and liow' its h.irk is st.iiiieii with tlie drops 
which trickle do,\u Iroin them. The lightiiiiic;, loo, lias 
blast'd one suh. ig it, IS'atiire looks [lale and wan in its 
leave-, .ilid her icsjiiives are iieailv dried up rii its e.v- 
treimties ; its sap is tainted : a mortal sickness, slow as 
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a consumption, aiiil as sure iu it.s coiiscpuences, lias long 
since entered its frame, vitiating and destroying the 
wlK.ilesome juices there. 

Step a few paces a.side, and cast thine eye on that rem- 
nant of a !Mor.i behind it. Best part of its branches, once 
so hieh and ornamental, now lie on the ground iu sad 
confusion one upon tlie other, all shattered and fungus- 
grown, and a prey to millions of insects, which are busily 
employed in destroying them. One branch of it still looks 
healthy ! Will it recover ? Xo, it cannot ; nature has 
already run her course, ami that heulthy-lookiiig branch is 
i.iuly as a fallacious good .syni’dom iu him who is just 
about to die of a moriiKcatiou when he feels no more pain, 
and fancies his di.stemper has left him; it is as the mo- 
mentary gleam of a wintry sun's ray close to the western 
hoiizon, — See ! while we are speaking, a gu.st of wind has 
brought the tree to the ground, and made room for its 
successor. 

Come further on, ami e.xamiiio that apparently luxu- 
riant Tauronim on tliy right hand. It liousts a verdure not 
its own : they are f.dse ornaments it wears ; the Bush-rope 
and Bird-vines have clothed it from the root to its toi)mo.st 
branch. The succession of fruit which it hath honie, like 
good cheer iu the hoU'CS of the great, has invited the birds 
to resort to it, ami tliey liave dis.seminateil beautiful, though 
de.structive, plants on its brandies, wbicli, like the dis- 
tempers vice brings into the liuman frame, rob it of all its 
health and vigour; they liave shortened it.s days, and 
jii'oliahly in another year they will finally kill it, long 
bd'ore nature intended that it should die. 

Ere thou leavest this inteiesting scene, look on the 
ground around thee, and see what ever\ thing here helow' 
mu^t come to. 

Behold tliat newly fallen Wallaha ! The whirlwind has 
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iqirooted it iii its prime, and it lias brought down to the 
ground a dozen small ones in its fall. Its bark has already 
begun to drop otf! And that heart of iMora close by 
it is fast yielding, in spite of its linn, tough texture. 

The tree which thou passedst but a little ago, and which 
perhaps has lain over yonder brook fur years, can now hardly 
support itself, and in a few months more it will have fallen 
into the water. 

Put thv font on that large trunk thou seest to the left. 
It seems entire amid the surrounding fragments. iMere 
outward apipearance, delusive phantom of what it once 
was ; Tread on it. and like the fu^s-ball, it will break into 
dust. 

Sad and silent mementos to the giddy traveller as ho 
wanders on ! I’rostrate remnants of vegetafile nature, liow 
incontestably ye jirovewhat we nuwt all at la>t come to, 
and how pdain your mouldering ruins show that the 
firmest texture avails us nought when Heaven wills that 
we shouhl cease to be ! — 

“ Tlie rloiul-c.iiit towels tlif g'irgi.-cni^ 

The buleiim templeb, the great .globe Iteell, 
all wliii'h It iiiliabit, bliiill dX'Ohe, 

And, like the hasele"- labile of a vnioii, 

I.eave not ii wrcek behind." 

fast tliine eye around tliee, and see the thousands of 
nature's ju’odiictions. Take a view of them from the 
opening seed on the .stirface, sending a downward sliont, to 
the loftiest and the largest lives, ri.sing tipi ;ind blooming in 
wild luxuiiance ; some side by side, others sepiarate ; some 
curved and knotty, others straight tis lances ; all, in 
beautiful gradation, fulfilling the maiidate.s they had 
received from Heaven, ami though coiidenined to die, 
still never failing to keej> npi their spiecies till time shall 
he no more. 
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IiLMiltT, caiirit tliou not I'O imluLcil to JuiliCitte a tow 
months to llio uouJ <jf the public, and exaiuiuo Y\'ith thy 
.scieiititic eye the jiroductions which the vast and well- 
stcired colony of iJeincmra piv.seuts to thee 

’What an iinmen'c lanye of foi-o^t is theie from the rock 
f'.iba to the yi'cat lull ! and what an unintiTrupted extent 
liefoio thee from it to the banks of the Esseijiiibo ! Xo 
doubt, theie is many a lialsaiu and iminy a medicinal root 
yet to be di'^covered, and many a resin, .yiitn, and oil yet 
Tinnoticed. Thy work would lie a pliMsiny one, and thou 
miehtc't make several u-eful obs(jVvatious in it. 

^^'onld it be thought iinp(-riiuent in llieu to hazard a 
Coniecture, that with the icsOurces the government of 
lieiueiaia li.is, stum.s minht be conveyed fnun the rock 
tiaba to Stabi'oek, to stoin the eipuuoctial tide.s, which are 
fur ever swi-epiu" away the expensive woodini piles round 
the mound' of the fort ' (,)r would ilie timber-merchant 

pioint at thee in pa"iuu by and ccdl thee a desceiidaut of 
La IMaiicha's knio|it, be.aU'e thou maintuinest that the 
stoiiC' which foiin the rapids iniylit be leinuvi.-d with little 
ex]ieiise, tiiid thus op'oii tlie uavuiatiou to the woodcutter 
from Stabiock to the meat fall ‘ Or wouldst thou he 
ileciiied eiiihu'iastic or bias'i-d. breau'e' thou pive^t it as 
thy opiiiiou that the climate m these hiyh lauds is exeeed- 
Jiiely wdiole-oiii''. and the lauds themselves cajcdjle of 
iiouii'hiua and m.imtaiiiiuo any mimher rif settlers? In 
thy di'-ertatiou ou the ludiaii', thou miuhte't hint, that 
pu--ililv ihey could b' iiidliceil to help the liew setlhu'.-. a 
little; and that tiiiilim; tlieir laboiii's well reipiiteij, it 
wouM he the mean? ot their kei-puip rqi a eoiistaiit com- 
muiiiealioii with us, which jn-oo.ibly minht he the means 
of l,i\iic4 the tir-t >toU“ towauls their ( 'liri'tiaintv. They 
are a jioDr, h.nmle— ,, iin y,.j- pi-Dpl,.^ ,im| their 
waiidciinp and ill-piovided way ut liviiiy seenis more to 
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a^k loi' pitv i'l'oiu U', t!:aii to fill our liuaJj tliou,L;lits Fir.-r 

tliat they '.vouid be liOFtile to ii-^. 

AVhat a nokla held, kind for tliy experiment il 

pliilosfipiiv and ppeenlritiony, fir thy Irarniiiy. fir thv 
per^everance. for tliy kind-lioartedne^y fir I'Vii vthing lliat 
is great and good witliin iliee 1 

The aceideutal traveller v. ho has journeyed on from 
Staliioek to the rock Saha, and from tlienca; to the lianks ot 
the E'-seipuho, in pui-'iiit of other things, as he told thee at 
the hiegimiing, with hut an indilferent iutin'pntter ti.i t,dk to, 
no fiieiid to (•onvei'^e with, and tot illy unlit fa- that which 
he wisiics thee t'j do, can merely .maik the outline.^ of the 
path he has trodiden. or tell thee the sounds he has heard, 
or faintly descnhe what he has •'ecu in tlie environs of his 
resting-places: l.nu if tliis lie eiiougli to induce thee to 
nnih'i'take the jouinev, and give ilie world a de'C-ription of 
it, he will he am]>ly s,ui'lii.'d. 

It will he two days atid a half fiom the time of entering 
the path on the western iciiik' of the Itemeraia till all he 
ready, and th,s canoe fairly alioat on the K'Seipiiho. I’he 
new rigcing it, and iiUTting every little thing to lights 
and in its proper jdace, cannot well lie done in le-.-s than 
a cl ly. 

.Viler heiiig night and da,v in the Ihrest impervious to the 
.sun is and nioon'.s rav.s the 'udden transition to liglit has a 
tine luMi t-cliecriiig etlei r. VVelcnnie a^ a het triend, tlie 
solar lieam makes the fr.iine rejoice, and with U a tlioii-and 
onliveiiiiiu thoiiglits rmli at once on the .soul, and liisper.'e, 
as a vapour, cverv sitd and siinuw lul i-lca which the deeji 
gloom had heljiod to colle-;'. tlieU' In conillig nut ol the 
woods. Volt see the we-^lc i’ll hank ot the f.sseipiiho liefire 
yon, low and Hat Jh n- the rivi r is two-tliirds as hiMnd as 
tlie l)enier,ira at .Staliro.-k. 

To the iiiiitliwaid there is a hill higher than any in the 
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Dejnerara ; aii<l in tlie sontli-soutli-wast (jiiartei' a inouiitain. 
It is far away, and apja-ars like a Llui.^h cloud in the 
liorizoii. There is not the least oponmy on either side. 
Hills, valley.s, and lowlands, are all linked together hy a 
chain of fore.st. Ascend the highest mountain, clinih 
the loftiest tiec, as far as the eye can extend, which- 
ever way it direct.s it- elf, all is lu.xuriaut and unbroken 
fure.'t. 

Ill about nine or ten lionr.s from this, you get to an 
Indian habitation of three lints, on the point of an i.sland. 
It i.s said that a Hutcli post once stood here. But there is 
not tlie smalle.st vestige of it remaining, and, except that 
tlie trees appear younger than tho^e on the other islamls. 
which sIk.iw.s that the place has been cleared some time 
or other, there is no mark left by wliicli you can con- 
jecture that ever this was a po^t 

Tlie many islands which you meet with in the way, 
enliven and change the scene, by the avenues which they 
ni.ike, which look like the luouths of other livens, and 
break that long-exteiided saiiieiie.ss wiiich is seen in the 
Jjenicrara. 

Broceeding onwni'd.s. you get to the falls and rapids. In 
the rainy .-caMin they are veiy tedious to pass, and often 
stop ycur eonise. In the dry season, hy stejiping from 
rock to rock, the Indian.s .soon manage to get a canoe over 
them. But when the river i.s swollen, as it was in ilavo 
1S12, it is then a ditficult task, ami often a dangerous one 
too. ^Vt that time many of the islands were overflowed, 
the rucks covered, and tlu' lower hrauche.s of the trees in 
the water. Sometimes the Indians were obliged to take 
everything out of the canoe, cut a jia.ssage through tlie 
brain he.s, w hich hung over into the river, and then drag 
up the eanne hy main force. 

At one jjlace, the tails form an obliipie line rpiite across 
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the river, iin}iassal)le to the ascending' canoe, and you are tirst 
forced to have it dragged four or five hiindi'ed yards hy 
land. 

It will take you tive days, from the Indian habitation, 
on the point of the island, to 'where these falls and rapids 
terminate. 

There are no Init.s in the way. You must bring your 
own cassava-bread along with von, hunt in the forest for 
your meat, and make the night’s shelter for yoimself 

Here is a noble range of hills, all covered with the fine.st 
trees, rising niajt>stically one above the other, on the 
western bank, and presenting a.s rich a scene as ever the 
eye would wish to look on. Xothing in vegetable nature 
can be conceived more charming, graml, and lu.xuriant. 

How the heart rejoices in viewing this beautiful land- 
scape ! when the sky is serene, the air cool, and tlie sun 
just sunk behind the mountain's top. 

The Ilayawa-tree perfumes the woeids around ; pairs of 
Scarlet Aras are coiiiiimully cro.ssing the river The Haam 
sends forth its plaintive note, the Y'reii chants it.s evening 
song. The t'a}u'imulgus wheels in busy flight around the 
canoe, while “ lYhip-poor-Yfill ” sits on the broken stump 
near the water’s edge, coinplaining as tlie .shade.-j of night 
set in. 

A little before you pa.ss the la.st of these rapids two r,0''ks. 
immense rocks appear, nearly on the .summit of one of the 
many hills which form thi.s far-exten<ling range, where it 
begins to fall off gradually to the south. 

They look like two ancioiit stately towers of some 
Gothic jiotentate, rearing their heads aliove the surround- 
ing trees. Y’hat with their situation and their shape 
together, they strike the beholder with an idea of anti- 
quated grandeur which he will never forget. He may 
travel far and near and see nothing' like them. On looking 
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at them thruiieh a uia'S, the feiiii;mit et' tlie ^Liiithniu oite 
a].|ieared cvriwiieJ with hii?.l!e^. The one to the north was 
qtute hare. Tlie Indians liave it tiom their anee-tois 
that they are the ahohe <ii’ an evil eenins, anel they pa^s in 
the river helow vith a reverential awe. 

Tn ahout ieven honr-i iium the?e stn|enilons sons of the 
hill, ymi leave tl e E-"e(jniho, aii.l enti r the river Aponra- 
pojiira, whiihlalhs into it firm tin:* ^uath. The^\poura- 
pioina is neai-l\ one-thiiil tlie ^i/e of the Denitr.ira at 
Stahioek. For ilay^ ri.u see nothine hut level piuuial, 
riehly eh.itheil in tiiiiher. You leave the Sijiaroiini to the 
riyht han'l, ami on th'' thinl day come to a little hill. The 
Indians ha\e ek.ired ahi.iiit au acre of yruund on it, [iiid 
elected a temponn v .shed. If it l.'C not iiiteuded for JO'O- 
visii.in-pi'ound alone, jieiliajis the iie.vt vliite in.iu who 
travels ihroiieli tlie'O remote wilds vill iind an Indian 
Settlement here. 

Tv o (uiy^ afti r lea'iiny Ihi'. } c-n yet to a lisiiig yrouncl 
on tile we.steni Imuk. wheie stands a siiiyle hut ; and ahout 
half a mile in the Ion st tlaic‘ me a few nioie; some of 
them Mpiaie, and some round vith spiial roots. 

lleie tlie li'h eallt'il I'acou is ^ely pdentiful : it i.s 
] tiha) s il (' faiti 't aial Inf st delu iia’s |i-]i in Cuiniin. It 
does not taho tl;e ho. k, hnt tl.e Indians dccov it to the 
.sinlace (.f the water hy naans of the si ( T, of the Ciab- 
vo( i!-ti( e, and then shcot it cvitli an aiiow. 

Yon aie now w itliiinhe hoidi is of d.Iai-omltia, inhahiu-d 
hy a ditleiint tiioe of j.iople, ralii il Tl.iio iimlii Indians; 
ni.f oi 'inn n !y oevtiioU'. in the n-e of the hlow-pijn., and 
laiuom tor tiii'ir ..hoH in ].i i-pai in;,; the de.idlv viyelahle 
]Mji'on, O' ninioiil v oallril NVounili. 

It 1' ti'oiii tlm loiniiic that thf.'i' heiuuiful j ,0 n 'ipieis 
naiui'il Ko'si-ki s..i n],. pi,., m, ,] Hi le tlie ei\ 'tal moun- 
tains ate tound , and la ve the three cli ll’erel.t species of the* 
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Ara are seen in great abundance. Here, too, grows the tree 
fi oiu which the gum-elastic is got : it is large, and as tall 
as any in the forest. Tlie wood has much the appearance 
of sycamore. The gum is contained in the hark : when that 
is cut through, it oozes out very freely : it is cu’-ite white, 
and looks as rich as cream : it hardens almost immediately 
as it issues frmn the tree ; so that it is very easy to collect 
a ball, by forming the juice into a gloljular shape as fast 
as it comes out : it becomes nearly black by being exposed 
to the air, and is real India-rubber without undergoing 
any process. 

The elegant crested bird called Cock of the Eock, 
admirahly described by Euflbn, is a native of the woody 
mountains of Macoushia. In the daytime, he retires amongst 
the darkest rocks, and only comes out to feed a little 
before sunrise, and at sunset : lie is of a gloomy disposition, 
and, like the lioutou, never associates with the other birds 
of the forest. 

The Indians, in the just-mentioned settlement, seemed 
to depend more on the wourali-poison for killing their 
game than upon anything else. They had only one gun, 
audit appeared rusty and neglected; hut their poisoned 
weapons were in fine order. Tlieir blow-pipes hung from 
the roof of the hut, carefully suspended by a silk-grass 
cord ; and on taking a nearer view of them, no dust 
seemed to have collected there, nor had the spider spun 
tlie smallest wch on them ; Avhich showed that they were 
ill constant use, Tlie quivers were close by them, with 
tlie jaw-hoiie of the fish Pirai tied hy a string to their 
brim, and a small wiekcr-hasket of wild cotton, which 
hung down to the centre ; they were nearly full of poisoned 
arrows. It was with difficulty these Indians could he 
persuaded to part with any of the woiirali-pmison, though a 
good price was ofiered for it ; they gave me to understand 
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fieji- that It v, as powder and shot to them, and very difficult 
jo^Y. procured. 

On the second day after leaving the settlement, in 
passing along, the Indians show you a place ■where once 
a vhite man lived, llis retiring so far from those of 
Ins own colour and ac(piaintance seemed to carry some- 
thing extraordinary along with it, and raised a desire to 
know what could liave induced liim to do so. It seems 
he hatl 1 ecu unsuccessful, and that his creditors had 
treated him with as little mercy as the strong generally 
show to the weak. KSeeing his endeavours daily frustrated, 
and his best intentions of no avail, and fearing that when 
tlngv had taken all he had they would prohahly take his 
liheity too, he thought tlie woihl would not he hard- 
hearted euougli to condemn him for retiring from the evils 
vhich pressed so heavily on him, and which he had done 
all that an honest man could do to ward off. He left his 
creditors to talk of liim as they thought tit, and, kidding 
adieu fur ever to the ]>lace in which ho had once seen 
better times, lie penetiated thus fur into those remote 
and gloomy wilds, and ended Jus days hero. 

AecorJiiig to the new mai) of Soutli America, Lake 
Parima, or the White Sea, ought to be within three or 
four days' walk from this place. On asking tlie Indians 
wliether there was such a place or not, and describing that 
the water was Irc-sh and good to drink, an old Indian, 
who appeared to he about sixty, saiil that there was such 
a place, and that he had been there. This information 
would have heen satisfactory in some degree, had not 
the Indians carried the point a little too far. It is very 
large, said another Indian, and sliips come to it. Xow 
tho'C unfortunate ships Y\ei'e the veiy things which were 
not V anted; had lie ke})! them out, it might have done, 
but Ids iniroiluciug them was .sadlv against tlie hike. 
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Thus you must eitliei- suppose that the ohl savage ami firsv 
his com[ianion had a confused idea of the thing, aud that 
prohably the Lake I’arima they talked of was the Amazons, 
not far from the city of Para, or that it was their intention 
to deceive you. You ouglit to be oautioiis in giving credit 
to their stories, otherwise you will he apt to he led astray. 

iMany a ridiculous thing eonceriiiiig the interior of 
Guiana has been propagated and received as true, merely 
because si.v or seven Indians, ijuestioned separately, have 
agreed in their narrative. 

A.sk tho.se who live high up in the Deiuerara, and they 
will, every one of them, tell you that there is a nation of 
Indians with long tails ; that they are very malicious, 
cruel, and ill-iiatured ; and that the I’ortugue^e have been 
obliged to stop them oft' in a certain river, to prevent their 
depredations, Tlie}' have al<o dreadful stories concerning 
a horrible Ijeast, called the ’Watennainma, wliich, wlien it 
liappeiis to take a spite again.st a canoe, rises out of tlie 
river, and in the mo.st luirelentiiig uiamier possible carries 
both canoe and Indians down to the bottom with it, and 
there destroys them. Ludicrous extravagauce.s ; jdeasiug'to 
those fond of tlie marvellous, and excellent matter for a 
distempered brain. 

The misinformed and timid court of policy iu Ideinerara Aii,'r,hj> 
was made the dupe of a savage, who came down tlie Lsse- 
(piibo, and gave liim.self out as king of a miglity tri1>e. 1'his 
naked wild man of tlie wood.s seeine<l to hold the said 
couit iu tolerable contempt, and demanded immense 
sujgilies, all wliicb ho got; and moreover, some time after, 
an invitation to come down the ensuing year fur more, 
which he took care not to forget. 

This noisy chieftain ho.r.sted so luuch of hi.s dvnasty and 
domain, that the government was induced to send up an 
expedition into his teriitories to see if he had spoken the 
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trulh, and nothing but the truth. It appeared, however, 
that hi.s palace was nothing hut a hut, the monarch a needy 
savage, the heir-apparent nothing to inherit hut his 
father’s'cluh, and how and arrows, and his officers of state 
wild and uncultivated as the forests through which they 
strayed. 

Tliere was nothing in the hut of this savage, saving the 
presents he had received from government, hut V'hat was 
harely sufficient to support existence ; nothing that indi- 
cated a power to collect a hostile force ; nothing that 
."howed the least j)rogress towards civilization. All was 
rude and harharous in the extreme, expressive of the 
utmost poverty and a scanty population. 

You may travel six or seven days without seeing a hut, 
and when you reach a settlement it seldom contains more 
than ten. 

The farther you advance into the interior the more you 
are convinced that it is thinly inhabited. 

The day after passing the place wliere tlie white man 
lived you see a creek on the left hand, and shortly after 
the path to the open country. Here you drag the canoe 
up into the forest, and leave it there. Your baggage must 
now he carried by the Indian.s. The creek you passed in 
the river iiitersect.s the path to the next settlement ; a 
large iMora lias fallen across it, and makes an excellent 
bridge. After walking an hour and a half you come to 
the edue of tlie forest, and a savanna unfold.-^ itself to the 
view. 

The line-r^t j'urk that England boa.-ts falls far short of 
this delightful .scene. There are about two thousand acres 
of grass, with here and there a clump of trees, and a few 
bushes and single trees scattered up and down by tlie hand 
of Nature. The ground is neither hilly nor level, hut 
diversified with moderate rises and falls, so oeutly mnning 
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into one another that the eye cannot distinguish where fikst 
they begin, nor where they end, while the distant black 
rocks have the appearance of a herd at rest. Xearly in 
the middle there is an eminence, which falls oft’ gradually 
on every side ; and on this the Indians have erected their 
huts. 

To the northward of them the foremost forms a circle, 
as though it had been done by art ; to the eastward it 
hangs in festoons ; and to the south and west it rushes 
in abruptly, disclosing a new scene behind it at every step 
as you advance along. 

This beautiful park of nature is cpiite surrounded by 
lofty hills, all arrayed in superbest garb of trees ; some in 
the form of pvramids, others like suear-loaves towerin'' 
one above the other, some rounded olf, and others as 
though they had lost their ape.v. Here two hills rise up 
in spiral summits, and the wooded line of communication 
betwi.xt them sinks so gradually that it forms a crescent ; 
and there the ridges of others resemble the waves of an 
agitated sea. Beyond these appear others, and others past 
them ; and others still farther on, till they can scarcely be 
distinguished from the clouds. 

There are nr sand- flies, nor liete-ronge, nor mosr|uitos. 
in this pretty spot. The fire-tlies during the night vie in 
numbers and brightness with the stars in the firmament 
above ; the air is pure, and the north-east breeze blows 
a refreshing gale throughout the day. Here the ^Yhite- 
(Tcsted IMaroudi, which is never found in the Hemerara, 
is pretty plentiful ; and here grows the tiee which pro- 
duces the IMoran, sometimes called Balsam-capivi. 

lour route lies south from this place; and at the e.\- 
tiemity of the savanna you enter the forest, and jouruev 
along a winding path at the foot of a hill. There is no 
habitation within this day's walk. The traveller, as usual, 
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must sleep in tlie forest ; the path is not so good the fol- 
lowing day. The hills over whieh it lies are rocky, steep, 
and rugged, and the spaces hetwixt them swampy, and 
mostly knee-deep in water. After eight hours’ walk you 
find two or three Indian hut.s, .--urrounded by the forest ; 
and in little more than half an hour from these you come 
to ten or twelve others, where 3'ou pass the night. Thev 
are prettih’ situated at the entrance into a savanna. The 
eastern and western hills are still covered with wood ; hut 
on looking to the Muuh-west (j[uarter you p)erceive it be- 
gins to (he away. In these forests a'ou niac’ find plentc- 
of the tree.s which yield the sweet-smelling resin called 
.Vcaiari, and whicli, when pounded and burnt on charcoal, 
gives a delightful fragrance. 

From hence you proceed, in a south-we.st direction, 
through a long swampy savanna, .''oine of the hills 
winch border on it have n(.ithing but a thin coarse grass 
and huge stones on tliem ; others guite wooded ; others 
with tlieir summits crowned, and their base quite hare ; 
and others, again, with their summits bare, and their huso 
in thicke.st wood. 

Half of thi.s day’s march is in water, nearly up to the 
knees. There are four creeks to pa.ss : one of them has a 
fallen tree across it. You must make your own bridge 
across the other three. Trobahly, were the truth known, 
these a}iparently four creek.s are onH the meanders of one. 

The Jabiru, the largest bird in < niiana, feeds in the 
marshy savanna through which vou have just passed. He 
IS waiy and sin-, and will not allow yrm to get within 
gun-shot of him. 

You sleep this night in the forest, and reach an Indian 
settlement about three o’clock the next evening, after 
walking one-third of the way tliroiigh wet and luirv 
ground. 
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JSut, bad as the walking- is tlirougli it, it is easier tluui 
where you cross over the bare hills, where you have to 
tread on sharp stones, most of theiii lying edgewise. 

The ground gone over ihoso two last days seems coii- 
denmed to perpetual solitude and silence. There was not 
one four-footed animal to he seen, ucu' even the marks of 
one. It would have been as silent as midnight, and all as 
still and unmoved as a monument, had not the Jabiru in 
the marsh, and a few Vultures soaring over the mountain’s 
to]), shown that it was not cpiite deserted by animated na- 
ture. There were no insects, e.vcept one kind of tly, about 
one-fourth the size of the common housc-tly. It bit cruelly, 
and was iiiueli more tornienting tliaii the mosiputo on the 
>ea-coast, 

Tliis .Seem-: to be the native country of tlie Arrowroot. 
^Vherevel■ you [la.ssed tlirougli a iiatch of wood in a low 
.'ituation. there you foiiud it growing lu.vuriantly. 

The Indian place you are now at is not the proper place 
to have come to in order to reach the I’ortugnese frontiers, 
"i'ou have advanced too mucli to the westward. But 
there was no alternative. The ground belwi.xt you and 
another small settlement (which was the light place to 
have gone to^ was overflowed ; and tlius, instead of pro- 
ceeding southward, you were obliged to wind along the 
foot of the wc.sieru hills, quite out of ynur way. 

But file grand landscape tliis place afr'ords makes you 
ample amends for the time you liave spent in reaching it. 
It would require great deseri[itive powers tu give a proper 
idea of the situation these people have ehuscii for their 
dwelling. 

The hill they arc on is steep and high, and full nf im- 
mense rocks. The liuts are not all in one place, but 
dispersed wherever lliev have found a place level eiiouuh 
fer a. lodgement. Ih-forc- you asceml the hill vnii see at 
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intervals an acre or two of wood, then an open space, with 
,iurR>^A-, fg^y huts on it; tiien wood again, and then an open space, 
and so on, till the intervening of the western hills, higher 
and steeper still, and crowned with trees of the loveliest 
shades, closes the enchanting scene. 

C/in/.aue At the hase of this hill stretches an immense plain, 
I'lauL appears to the eye, on this elevated spot, as level 

as a bowling-green. The niouniains on the other side are 
piled one upon the other in romantic forms, and gradually 
retire, till they are undiscernible from the clouds in which 
they are involved. To the soiith-soutli-we.st this far- 
extending plain is lost in the horizon. The trees on it, 
which look like islands on the ocean, add greatly to the 
beauty of the landscape : while tlie rivulet’s course is 
marked nut by the vEta-trees which follow its meanders. 

Xut being able to pursue the direct course from hence 
to the next Intlian haliitation on account of the tloods of 
water that fall at this time of tlie year, you take a circuit 
westerly along the mountain's font. 

''O'/- At last a large and deep creek .stoj’S your progress: it is 
wide and rapid, and its banks very stei-p. There is neither 
curial nor canoe, nor pnvple-licart tree in the nciglibour- 
liood to make a AVood-skiu to carry \ou over, so that you 
are obliged to swim across : and by the time you have 
foimed a kind of raft, compo.sed of boughs of trees and 
coarse grass, to ferry over your baggage, the day will be 
too far spent to think of proceeding. You must be very 
cautious before you venture to swim across this creek, for 
the alligators are numerous, and near twenty feet long. On 
the present occasion the Indians took uncommon piecau- 
tions lest they should be devoured by this cruel and v'ora- 
cious reptile. They cut long sticks, and examined closely 
the side ot the creek for half a mile above and below the 
place where it was to le crossed; an 1 as scon as the 
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lioldest had sv\’uui over he did the same on the other side, fir^t 
and then all followed. 

After passing the night on tlie opposite hank, which is 
well wooded, it is a brisk walk of nine hours before you 
reach four Indian huts, on a rising ground a few hundred 
paces from a little brook, whose banks are covered over 
with Coucourite and ^Ift.r-trees. 

This is the place you ought to have come to two da} s 
ago had the water permitted you. In cnr-^sing the plain 
at the mn.st advantageous place you are above ankle-deep 
in water for three houiA : the remainder of the war is dry, 
the ground gently rising. As the lower parts of this 
spacious plain put on somewliat the appearance of a lake 
during the periodical rains, it is iinprohable but that this 
is the place which hath given rise to the supposed exist- 
ence of the famed Lake Fariina, or El ]>orado; hut this is 
mere conjecture. 

A few Deer arc feeding on tlie roaisc rough grass of this 
far-extending plain ; they keep at a distance from you, and 
arc continually on the look-out. 

The Spur-winged Plover, and a species of the Curlew, 
black, Aviih a white bar across the wings, nearly as large 
again as the scarlet curlew on tlie sea-coast, frequently 
rise before you. Here, too, the Moscovy Duck is numer- 
ous ; and large flocks of two other kinds wlieel round yon 
as you pass on, but keep out of gun-shot. The milk-white 
Egrets and Jabirns are distin.cnished at a great distance : 
and in the a;ta and coucourite trees yon may observe flocks 
of scarlet and blue xiras feeding on the seeds. 

It is to these trees that tlie largest 'Did of Toucan re.sorls r- (/-</, i. 
He is remarkable by a large black s]iot on the point of his 
tine yellow bill. He is very scarce in D.emerara, and never 
.seen except near the .=;ea-coast. 

The .-Vnts’ Xests have a singular .appearance on this plain 


A 



Y','AXI)KHI.\i,S IX Si>rT!i AI^lKUIi 'A. 


l-J'i 


FIK'T 

I'.NLV. 


/li'illlil,-: 


'I'liev are in vast auuudauee ou tliuse parts uf it free from 
water, and are funned of an exceedingly lianf yellow clay, 
'fhey rise ciglit or ten feet from the ground, in a spiral 
form, impeiietrahle to the rain, and strong enough to defy 
the severest tornado. 

The wourali-poison, iirocured in the.>e last-inentionefl 
huts, scemeel very good, and proved afterwards to he 
\ ery strong. 

There are now no mure Indian settlements hetwixt you 
and the I'ortuguese frontiers. If you wish to visit then- 
fort, it would be advisable to send an Indian with a letter 
frora hence, ami wait Ids renu-n. On the present occasion 
a tery fortunate circunistaucc occuired. The rortuguese 
coiniuander had >ent some Indians and soldiers to build a 
( anne, not far from this settlement ; they had just finished 
11, and thiise v, ho did not stay witli it luid stopped hero on 
llicir return. 

The soldier vho coinmauded the rest, said, he durst 
not, upon any aecount, convey a stranger to the fort; but 
he added, as then' were two eaiioes, one of them might he 
despatched with a letter, and then we could proceed slowlv 
on in the other. 

About three limus from this settlement there is a 
river called rirarara ; and liere the soldiers had left their 
caiicics vhile tliey weie making the new one. Frijiu tlie 
Tiraiara you get into the river iNIuou, and then into th.e 
Tacalou ; and just wliere the Tacatou falls into the Tlio 
r.raiico, tlicre stands the Toitiiguese frontier fort, called 
Foit. St. .Toachini. From the lime of emhaikiiiL; in the 
liter I’lniraia, it takes vou lour days before you reach this 
loi't. 

There was nothing veiy remarkahle in passing down 
tin se rivers. It is an open eountry, prudueing a coarse 
grass, and inlei']Mnsed with clumps ut tices. The hanks 
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have some vvood on them, but it appears stinted and 
e-rooked, like that on the bleak hills in England. 

The Tapir frerpiently plunged into the river ; he was l)y 
no means shy, and it was easy to get a shot at him on 
land. The Kessi-kessi paroquets were in great abiinilanee ; 
and the tine scarlet Aras innumerable in the coucourite- 
trees at a distance from the river’s bank. In the Tacaton 
was seen the Troupiale. It was charming to hear 
the sweet and plaintive notes of this pretty songster of 
the wilds. The Portuguese call it the Xightingale of 
(luiana. 

Towards the clo.se of tlie fourth evening, the canoe, 
which hud been sent on witli a letter, met us with the 
commander’s answer. Ituring its absence, the nights had 
been cold and stormy, the rain liad fallen in torrents, 
the days cloudy, and there was no sun to dry the wet 
hainiuocks. E.vposed thus, day aiiel iiiglit, to the ehilling 
blast and pelting shower, strengtli of cunstitutiuii at last 
failed, and a severe fever came on. The commander's 
answer was veiy polite. He remarked, he regretted much 
to say, that ho had received orders to allow no stranger to 
enter the frontier, and this being tlie case, lie hoped 1 
would not consider him as uncivil : “however,” continued 
lie, “I have ordered the soldier to laud you at a certain 
distance from the fort, where we can consult together.” 

dVe had now arrived at the place, and tlie canoe whicli 
brought the letter returned to the fort, to tell the coiii- 
inander I had fallen sick. 

The sun had not risen above an hour the morning after 
when the Portuguese otFicer came to the spot where we 
had landed the preceding evening. He was tall and 
spare, and appeared to he from fifty to fil'ty-fivo years old ; 
and though tliirty years of service under an equatorial suii 
had burnt and shrivelled np liis face, still tbeie was some- 
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Fiii-r thing ill it S'j inexpressibly attiible and kind, that it set 
•TMUP^Y. iinniediately at your ea-^e. lie came close up to the 
hammock, and taking hold of niy wrist to feel the pulse, 
“ I am sorry, sir,” s.iid he, “ to see that the fever has taken 
such hold of you. You shall go directly with me,” con- 
tinued he, “to the fort; and though we have no doctor 
there, I trust,” added he, “ we shall soon bring you about 
again. The orders I have received forbidding the ad- 
mission of strangers were never intended to be put in 
force against a sick English gentleniaii." 

As the canoe was proceeding slowly down the river 
towards the fort, the commander asked, with much more 
interest than a question in ontinary conversation is asked, 
where was I on tlie night of the first of May ? On telling 
him that f was at an Indian settlement a little below the 
great fall in the Oenierara, and tliat a .strange and sudden 
noise had alarmed all the Indian', lie said the same 
astonishing noise liad roused every man in Fort St 
Joachim, and that they remained nnder arms till morning. 
He oliMU'ved, that he had lieeii quite at a loss to form anv 
iilea what could have caused the noise; but nriw learning 
that tin? same noise luul been beard at tlie same time far 
away from the IMo Ibainco. it stuick him tliere must have 
been ail eartlicpiake somewhere or other. 

flood iinurislimeid and rest, and the unwearied attention 
and kiudnes.s of tlie I’ortiiguese commander, stopped the 
jirogress of the lever, and ciiahled me to walk about in six 
I la \ 

Fort St. Joachim was budt about live and I'oily years 
ago, under tlie appreliensioii, it is said, that the Spaniards 
V eie ci.iiiiiiig from the llio Xegro to settle there. It has 
been much neglected ; the Hoods of \\ ater have carried 
away the gate, and destioyed the wall on each side of it ; 
but the pre.sent commander is putting it into thorough 



WANDERINGS IN SOI TH AMERICA. 


repair. 'When finished, it will mount six nine and six 
twelve pounders. 

In a straight line with the fort, and within a few yard.s 
of the river, stand the commander’s house, the barracks, 
the chapel, the father confessor’s house, and two others, 
all at little intervals from each other ; and these are the 
only huilding.s at Fort St. Joachim. The neighbouring 
extensive plains afford good pasturage for a fine breed of 
cattle, and the Portuguese make enough of butter and 
cheese for their own consumption. 

On asking the old officer if there were such a place as 
Lake I’arima, or El Dorado, he rejJied, he looked upon it 
as imaginary altogether. “ I have been above forty years, ’ 
added he, “ iii Portuguese Guiana, but have never yet met 
with anybody who has seen the lake.’’ 

So much for Lake Parima, or El Dorado, or the White 
Sea. Its existence at best seems doubtful; some affirm 
that there is such a pl.ice, and others deny it. 
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'• ( iijiiiiii.itii i Lfitant, i-t aillnu' -u'l jiali. i' li^ < 't." 

The Indians— Poi.-nu ven.Ir.rs— App.uvnr f.iiluie of iioi-,oii — 

C'oIIm tin,;: materials far \vourali-poi<on — Fiepariii" the puison— Super- 
— 'I'ln- blow-pipe aitn — The Ourah — The .Saniouriih — ?ilk-graes 

Aeiieio finit— fotRounte palm — "WiM Cotton — Ariow-i— Chuveift — 

Jaw of ihrai — Paoking the arrou^ — Cotton Ijaeket — Gun sight maJe 
of Ai-ouii ti.i.th — I’ois'inod f'«l — Su-pencliiig the guns — The how — 
lliueiiioUs arvoMs — .Small ipineis — A wild ho,g shot — Utihratiori of 
indigo iioue piodu' t'- 

Kin.M- IIaainc now leaolied tli(‘ Poitiiouose inland Irontier, and 
^ .suftieient cjuantily nf the wourali-poison, 
remains l.uit to yivc n brief account of its coin- 

I'lns'ni, 

po.sitiuii, it-i effects, its nses, and its supposed antidotes. 

It has Ijeen already remarked, that in the extensive wilds 
of Deinerara and Essecpiibo, far away from any European 
.'Cttleinciit, there is a tribe of Indians ubo are known by 
tiic name of Macoushi. 

Thou,nh the wourali-poisun is used by all the South 
Ameriean savage- lietwixt the Amnzniis and the (Jroononue, 
still this tribe makes it stronger tliaii any of the rest. 
Tlic Indians in llie vieiiiily ol the IJio A'egro ai'c aware of 
this, aial come to tlm IMaeuicshi country to purchase it. 

.n. Much has leen said conceining this i'atal and extia- 
oidinaiy poison. Some have afriimed tliat it.s effects are 
almost instantaneous, provided tlie mimite.st particle of 
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It Willi tlie bluuil; and uLliers ay.im have luanitaiiiL'd kuot 

that it i5 nut strong enough to kill an animal of the 
size and strength of a man. The first have erred by 
lending a too willing ear to the rnarv'ellous, and he- 
lieviiig a.ssertioiis without sulliL-ient proof. The follow- 
ing short stoiw points out the nece.'i'ity of a cautions 
(examination. 

One day, on asking an Indian if he thought the poison .Ui.."',. 
would kill a man, he replied, that they alway.s go to battle 
with it ; that he was standing by when an Indian was 
.shot with a poisoned arrow, and tliat he expired almost 
immediately. Xot wishing to dispute this apiiareiitly 
satisfactory iiiformatiuu, the subject was dropped. How- 
ever, about an hour after, having purposely asked liini in 
what part of the body the .'aid Indian wa.s wounded, he 
answered without hesitalii.m, tliat the arrow entered 
l.ietwixt his shoulder.s, and passed <piile tlirongh his heart. 

Was it the weajion, or tlie strength of the poison, that 
brought on iinniciliate dissolution in tliis ca'O ? Of course 
the weapon. 

The secuinl have been niisled by disappointment, 
caused hy neglect in keeping tlio poisoned arrow.s, or by 
not knowing how to use them, or hv trying inferior poison. 

If the arrows are not kept dry, the poison loses its 
strenglli : aial in wet or damp weather it turn.s mouldy, 
and becomes quite soft. In shooting an arrow in this 
'tate, upon examining tlie place where it h.is entered, 
it will he observed that, though the aiTow has pene- 
trated deep into the Ikwh. still by far the greatest part 
of the ]ioison has shrunk hai. k, and thu', iustea'l of enter- 
ing with the allow, it ha-, remained collected at tie' 
mouth of the wound. In this case tie' arrow iniglit as 
well have not been poisoned. ITohaidv, it was to tlii' 
that a gentleman, some tiiiu' ago, owed his disappointment, 



\v ix sorTii ami-xt’A 


1 - 2 ^ 

FIRsiT 

J'lriixr.v. 


when lie trio'l the pjUoii on a horse in tlie town of 
Stabroek, the capital of Demerara; the horse never be- 
trayed the least symptom of being affected Ity it. 

^Yi^hfnl to obtain the be.st information concerning this 
poison, and as repeated iiicpiiries, in lieu of dissipating the 
surrouudiiiy shade, did but tend more and more to darken 
the little light that existed, I determined to penetrate 
into the country where the poisonous ingredients grow, 
where this pernicious composition is prepared, and whore 
it is coustantly used. Success attended the adventure ; 
and the information acquired made amends for one hun- 
dred and twenty days passed in the solitudes of Guiana, 
and afforded a halm to the wounds and hruises which 
(wery traveller must expect to receive who wanders 
through a thorny and obstructed patli. 

Thou must not, courteous reader, expect a dissertation 
oil the laamier in which the wourali-puison operates on 
the sy.-tcm; a treati-'? lias heen alieady written on the 
suhject, a, 111 alti-r all, there is prob.tbly still reason to 
doubt. It is svip[iosed to affect tlio nervous system, and 
thus destroy the vital functions ; it is aLo said to be 
peilcctly luii'iiileS', provided it does not touch the blood. 
However, this is certain, when a suftieieiit rpiantity of it 
entei'S the blnod, death is the inevitable conseriuence ; but 
there is no alteration in the colour of ilie Idood, and both 
the hlood and ile-b mav he eiUeu with safety. 

All that thou wilt find he-re is a coiieise, unailorned 
uecuunl oi the 'wourali-judsou. ll may b? of service to 
thee some lime or other, sboind-t iheiu ever travel through 
the wilds velieie it i-; u-e'i. Aeither attribute to erueltv, 
nor to a want of feeling tor the suherings of the inferior 
animals, the ensuing experiiueuts The huger animals 
were destroyed in order to have proof positive of the 
strength oi a ooisoii whieh hath lutheito been doubted ■ 
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and the smaller ones were hilled with the hope of sulj- 
stantiating that which has commonly been supposed to be 
an antidote. 

It makes a pitying heart ache to see a poor creature in 
distress and pain ; and too often has the compassionate 
traveller occasion to heave a sigh as he journeys on. 
However, here, though the kind-hearted will be sorry to 
read of an unoffending animal doomed to death, in order 
to satisfy a doubt, still it will be a relief to know that the 
victim was not tortured. The wourali-i-ioi.son de.stroys 
life's action so gently, that the victim appears to be in no 
pain whatever; and probably, were the truth known, it 
feels none, saving the momentary smart at the time the 
arrow enters. 

A day or two before the IMacoushi Indian prepares his 
poison, he goes into the forest in quest of the ingredients, 
A vine grows in these wilds, which is called AVourali. It 
is from this that the poison takes its name, and it is the 
principal ingredient, ^^'hen he has procured enough of 
this, he digs up a root of a very latter taste, ties them 
together, and then looks about for two kinds of bulbous 
plants, which contain a green and glutinous juice. He 
fills a little quake, wliicli be carries on his back, with the 
stalks of these ; and lastly, ranges up and down till lie 
finds two species of ants. Dne of them is very large and 
hlack, and so venomous, tliat its sting produces a fever ; 
it is mo^t commonly to he met with on the giound. Tlie 
other is a little red ant, which stings like a nettle, and 
generally lias its nest under the leaf of a ^hl■ub. After 
obtaining these, lie has no more need to range the forest. 

A quantity of the strongest Indian pepjier is used : hut 
this he has already planted round his liut. The pounded 
fangs of the Labarri snake, and those of the Couanacouchi, 
are likevdse added. These he commonly has in store ; for 
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w licii lie kills a snake, lie geuerally extracts the fangs, ami 
heeiJS them by him. 

Vrfu.'oi- Haviiii; thus found the necessary ingredients, he scrapes 
I'l '-' the wourali vine and bitter root into thin shavings, and 
. puts them into a kind of colander made of leaves: this 

he holds over an earthen pot, and pours water on the 
sliaviuus : the liipmr which coiiie.s through has the appear- 
ance of eoflee. 'When a sutlicient cpiantity has been 
procured, the .shavings are thrown aside. He then bruises 
the bulbous stalks, and scpieezes a proportionate quantity 
of their juice through his hands into the pot. Lastly, the 
>uakes’ fangs, ants, and ]'ie]tper are bruisial, and thrown 
into it. It is then placed on a slow fire, and as it boils 
more of the juice of the wour.di is added, according as it 
may be found necessary, and the scum is taken otf rvith a 
hcif: it remains on the fire till reduced to a thick syrup of 
a deep brown colour. As sorui as it has arrived at this 
state, a few arrows are poisoned with it, to try its strength. 
If it answer the expectations, it is poured out into a 
calabasli, or little pot of Indian manufacture, which is 
carefully covered with a couple of leaves, and over them 
a piece of deer's skin, tied round with a cord. They keep 
it in the most dry ji.art of tlie hut; and from time to 
time sU'iieiid it over the lire, to counteract the effects of 

dampnes.!. 

'flic act of ]ire]i.iriiig tliis poison is not ciuisidercd as a 
common one; tlie savage may shape his bow, fasten the 
baib oil the ]ioiut of his arrow, and make his other imple- 
ments of destrnetion. either 1 ving in his iia mmock, or in the 
iiinKt of hi' f.imily; hut, if he has tij [aciian* the wourali- 
poi'.jti. many jirecaiitioiis are sup]iosed to bi; necessary. 

> , 'pPp \voiiien and young girls are not allowed to be 

- piv'ciit, h-'l tin; 'V'abahou, or evil .spirit, should do them 
lianii. The shed under whieli it has been boiled is 
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pronounced polluted, and abandoned ever after. lie who 
makes the poison mu•^t eat notliiiig that morning, and 
must continue fasting as long as the operation lasts. Tlie 
pot in which it is boiled must ))e a tiew one, and must 
never liave held anything before, otherwise the poison 
would be deticieut in sti-ength : add to this, that the 
operator must take particular care not to exp't^e himself 
to tlie vapour which arises from it while on the tire. 

Though this and cither precautions are taken, .such ns 
frec[uently washing tlie face and Iiuncls, .still the Indians 
think that it affects the health ; and the operator either is, 
or, what is more jjrohahle, supposes himself to he, .sick fur 
some days after. 

Thus is appears tliat the making tire wourali-poison is 
considered as a gloomy and mysterious operaticui ; and it 
would seem that they imagine it alfect'! others as well as 
him who boils it; for an Indian agreed one evening to 
make some fur me, hut the next nierniiig he di'clined 
having anything to do with it, alleging tliat Ins wife was 
with child ! 

Here it miglit he a'ked, are all the ingredients jiKt 
mentioned necessary, in order to produce the wourali- 
jioisoii? Though our Opinions and conjeotares may mili- 
tate against the alisolute necessity of some of tlieiii, .■'till 
it would he liardly fair to pronounce tliem added by tlie 
hand of sujierstition, till proof positive can be obtained. 

e migi’ht argue on the .subject, and, by liringing forward 
instances of Indian sipierstition, draw our coiiclusiou by 
inference, and still remain in doubt on thi^ head. You 
know superstition to l>e the off'^pring ot ignorance, and of 
course that it takes up its abode amongst the rudest tribes 
of uncivilized man. It even too often resides with man in 
his more enlightened state. 

The Augustan age fnvni';hc-, numerous e\;niiple<. _.V 
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bone snatched IVoin the jaws of a fasting bitch, and a 
feather from the wing of a night owl, — " ossa ab ore rapta 
jejunte canis, plumamc[ue uocturme strigis,” — were iieces- 
sarj’ for Canidia’s incantations. And in aftertimes, parson 
Evans, the Welshman, was treated most ungenteelly by an 
enraged spirit, solely because lie had forgotten a fumiga- 
tion in his witch-work. 

If, then, enliglitened man lets his better sense give way, 
and believes, or allows himself to be persuaded, that cer- 
tain substances and actions, in reality of no avail, possess 
a virtue which renders them irseful in producing the 
wished-for eflect; may not the wild, untaught, unen- 
lightened savage of Guiana add an ingredient which, on 
account of the harm it does him, he fancies may be useful 
to the perfection of las poison, though in fact it be of no 
use at all ? If a bone snatched from the jaws of a fasting 
bitcli be tbouglit necessary in incantation; or if witchcraft 
have recourse to the raiment of the owl, because it resorts 
to the tombs and mausoleums of the dead, and wails and 
hovers about at the time that the rest of animated nature 
sleeps; certainly the savage may imagine that the ants, 
whose sting causes a fever, and the teeth of the Laharri 
and Couanacouclii snakes, wliich convey death in a very 
short space of time, are essentially necessary in the com- 
position of his poison ; and being once impressed with 
this idea, lie will add them every time he makes the 
poison, and transmit tlie absolute use of them to his pos- 
terity. Tiie question to be answered seems not to be, if 
it is natural for the Indians to mix these ingredients, but, 
if they are essential to make the poison. 

So much for tlie preparing of this vegetable essence; 
terrilile importer of death, into whatever animal it enters. 
Let us now see liow it is used ; let us examine the weapons 
which hear it to its de.stination, and take a view of the 
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poor victim, from the time he receives Lis wound till 
death comes to his relief. jo . 

When a native of Maconshia goes in quest of feathered Drscrip- 
game or other birds, he seldom carries his how and arrows. 

It is the hlow-pipe he then uses. This extraordinary tube 
of death is, perhaps, one of the greatest natural curiosities 
of Guiana. It is not found in the country of the IMa- 
coushi. Those Indians tell you that it grows to the south- 
west of them, in the wilds which extend betwixt them 
and the Eio Xegro. The reed must grow to an amazing 
length, as the part the Indians use is from ten to eleven 
feet long, and no tapering can be perceived in it, one end 
being as thick as the other. It is of a bright yellow 
colour, perfectly smooth both inside and out. It grows 
liollow ; nor is there the least appearance of a knot or 
joint throughout tlie whole extent. The natives call it 
Ourah. This, of itself, is too slender to answer the end 
of a blow-pipe ; but there is a species of palma, larger 
and stronger, and common in Guiana, and this the Indians 
make use of as a case, in which they put the ourah. It is 
brown, susceptible of a fine polish, and appears as if it 
had joints five or six inches from each other. It is called 
tiamourah, and the pulp inside is easily extracted, by 
steeping it for a few days in water. 

Thus the ourah and sainourah, one within the other, 
form the blow-pipe of Guiana. The end which is applied 
to the mouth is tied round with a small silk-grass cord, to 
prevent its splitting ; and the other end, which is apt to 
strike against tlie ground, is secured by the seed of the 
Aeuero fruit, cut hoiizontally through the middle, with a 
hole made in the end, through whicli is put the extremity 
of the blow-pipe. It is fastened on with string on the 
outside, and the inside is filled up with wild bees’-vax. 

The arrow is from nine to ten inches long. It is made Thcarrov. 



AVAXDEi;ixr;s ix suuTii America. 


rn;'T Out of tlie leaf of a species of palui-tree, called Coucourite, 
jor^y, biittle, and pointed as sharp as a needle. About 

au inch of the pointed end is poi'.oiieil. The other end is 
hurnt to make it still harder, and wild cotton is put round 
it for about an inch and a half. It requires considerable 
practice to put on this cotton well. It must just be large 
eiiouuh to tit the hollow of the tube, and taper off to 
nothing downwards. Tiiey tie it on with a thread of the 
silk-grass, to prevent its slipping off the arrow. 

Tm q'luj Indians have .sliown ingenuity in making a cpiiver 
to hold the arrows. It will contain from live to si.v him- 
died. It is gencitdly from twelve to fourteen inches long, 
and in >hape resembles a dice-bov used at backgammon. 
I'he inside is prettily done in basket-work, with wood not 
unlike bamboo, and the outside has a coat of wax. The 
((i\er is all of one piece, funned out of the skin of the 
tapir. Hound the centre tliere is fa'teiied a loop, large 
enougli tn admit t!ie arm and slmulder, from which it 
hangs wlicn lu^cd. To tlie rim i- tied a little hunch of 
'ilk-grass, and half of the jaw-bone of the fish called 
]in'ai, with which the Indian scrapes the point of his 
arrow. 

IScfore lie put' tile allows into the quiver, lie links 
them t"eether by two strings of cotton, one string at each 
end. and tlien folds them round a stick, which is nearlv 
the length of tlie quiver. The end of the stick, which is 
iqipennost, is guarded by two little pieces of wood cioas- 
wiac, with a liooji round their extrcmilies, whicli appears 
'oincthing like a wheel ; and this sm’es the hand from 
1 icing wounded when the quiver is reversed in order to let 
the bunch of arrows drop out. 

There is also attaclied to the quiver a little kind of 
b.i'ket, to hold the wild cotton which is put on the blunt 
cud ol the arruw. With a quiver nf poi.snned arrows 
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fclung over liis slioukler, and Avitli Ids blow-pij'e in bis Fii^r 
hand, in the same position as a soldier carries his mii'hei, 
see the Alacoushi Indian advancing towards the foresr in 
fpiest of powises, luaroudis, waracahas, and other featheied 
game. 

These generally sit liigh up in the tall and tufied trees, 
hut still are not out of the Indian’s reach; for his blow- 
]>ipe, at its greatest elevation, will .«end an arrow three 
hundred feet. Silent as midnight he .-teals under them, 
and so cautiously does he tread the ground, tliat the fallen 
leaves rustle not beneath his feet. Hi.s ears are open to 
the least sound, while his eye, keen a.s that of the lynx, 
is employed in finding out the game in the thickest shade. 

Often he imitates their cry, and decoys them fiom ti'ec to 
tree, till tliey are within range of his tube. Tlimi taking a 
poisoned arrow from bis (piiver, be puts it in the bhuv-pijir, 
and collects his breath for the fatal pulf. 

About two feet from the end tlirougli wbirli be blow - 
there are fastened two teeth of the aenuri, ami the-e .servo 
him for a sight. Silent and swift the arrow tlic.s, and 
seldom fails to pierce the ohject at whicli it >ent. Siuni'- 
time.s the woumled bird remains in the same tre^e where i' 
vas shot, and in tliree minutes falls down at the Indian'- 
feet. Sliould he take wing, his Higlit is of sliort duration, 
and the Indian, following the direction he has gone, is -ui o 
to tiinl him dead. 

It is natural to imagine tliat, wlien a -iieht wound only 
is inllieted, the game w ill make its escape. I'ar otherwi-e ; 
the wourali-poison almost instantaneously mixe=; with hlood " 
nr water, so that if you wet your tinger, and da-h it along 
the poisoned arrow in the finieke.^it manner po.— ible. you 
are snre to carry off .some of the poi-mi. Thougli throu 
minutes generally elaji-e before the eoiivnl-ions eoine on 
ill the wounded bird, .-till a -tnpor evidently lake-^ ]ilact 
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sooner, and this stupor manifests itself by an apparent un- 
jo ruNE Y. -williiiu-ness in the bird to move. This was very visible in 
a dying fowl. 

Having procured a healthy full-grown one, a short piece 
of a poisoned lilow-pipe arrow was broken off and run up 
into its thigh, as near as possible betwixt the skin and the 
flesh, ill order that it might not be incommoded by the 
wound. For the first minute it walked about, but walked 
very slowly, and did not appear the least agitated. During 
the second minute it stood still, and began to peck the 
ground ; and ere half another had elapsed, it frequentlj' 
opened and shut its mouth. The tail had now dropped, 
and the wings almost touched the ground. By the ter- 
mination of the third minute, it had sat down, scarce able 
to support its head, which nodded, and then recov'ered itself, 
and then nodded again, lower and lower every time, like 
that of a weary traveller slumbering in an erect position ; 
the eyes alternately open and shut. The fourth minute 
brought on convulsions, and life and the fifth terminated 
together. 

The flesh of the game is not in the least injured by the 
poi.=on, nor does it appear to corrupt sooner than that killed 
by the gun or knife. The body of this fowl was kept for 
sixteen hours, in a climate damp and rainy, and within 
seven degrees of the equator; at the end of which time 
it had contracted no bad smell whatever, and there were 
no symptoms of jjntrefaction, saving that, just round the 
wound, the flesh appeared somewhat discoloured. 

The Indian, on his return home, carefully suspends his 
blow-pipe Irom the top of his spiral roof; seldom placing 
it in ail oblique po.sition, lest it should receive a cast. 

Here let the blow-pipe remain suspended, while you take 
a view of the arms which are made to slay the larger 
beasts of the forest. 



’\VAXDEEINC4S IX SOUTH AMERICA. 


137 


^Yhen the ludian intends to chase the peccari, or 
surprise the deer, or rouse the tapir from his marshy retreat, 
he carries his how and arrows, which are very different from 
the weapons already described. 

The bow is generally from six to seven feet long, and 
strung with a cord, spun out of the silk-grass. The forests 
of Guiana furni.sh many species of hard wood, tough and 
elastic, out of which beautiful and excellent bows are 
formed. 

The arrows are from four to five feet in length, made of 
a yellow reed without a knot or joint. It is found in great 
plenty up and down throughout Guiana. A piece of hard 
wood, about nine inches long, is inserted into the end of 
the reed, and fastened with cotton well waxed. A square 
hole, an inch deep, is then made in the end of this piece of 
hard wood, done tight round with cotton to keep it from 
splitting. Into this square hole is fitted a spike of Cou- 
courite wood, poisoned, and which may be kept there, or 
taken out at pleasure. A joint of bamboo, about as thick 
as your finger, is fitted on over the poisoned spike, to 
prevent accidents and defend it from the rain, and is 
taken off when the arrow is about to he used. Lastly, two 
feathers are fastened on the other end of the reed to steady 
it in its flight. 

Besides his bow and arrows, the Indian carries a little 
box made of bamboo, which holds a dozen or fifteen 
poisoned spikes, six inches long. They are poisoned in the 
following manner ; a small piece of wood is dipped in the 
poison, and with this they give the spike a first coat. It 
is then exposed to the sun or fire. After it is dry, it 
receives another coat, and is then dried again ; after this 
a third coat, and sometimes a fourth. 

They take great care to put the poison on thicker at the 
middle than at the sides, by Mdiich means the spike retains 
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tiie sliape ol a two-edged sword. It is rather a tedious 
operation to make one of these arrows complete ; and as 
the Indian is not famed for industry, except when pressed 
by hunger, he has hit upon a plan of preserving his arrows 
xvhidi deserves notice. 

About a quarter of an inch above the jiart where the 
Coucourite sjdke is fixed into the sc[uare hole, he cuts it 
half through; and tlius, when it has entered the animal, 
the weight of the arrow causes it to break off there, by 
vhich means the arrow falls to the ground uninjured; so 
that, should this be the only arrow he happens to have 
with him, and should another shot immediately occur, 
he has only to take another poisoned spike out of his 
little bamboo box, fit it on his arrow, and send it to its 
destination. 

Thus armed with deadly poison, and hungry as the 
hytena, he ranges through the forest in quest of tlie wild 
l.ieasts’ track. Xo hound can act a surer part. AVithout 
clothes to fetter him, or shoes to bind his feet, he observes 
the footsteps of the game, where an Kuropean eye could 
not ilisccrn the sTuallest vestige. He pursues it through 
all its turns and windings with astonishing perseverance, 
and success generally crowns his efforts. The animal, after 
receiving the poi.soned arrow, seldom retreats two hundred 
paces before it drops. 

In passing overland from the Ksseqnibo to the Hemerara 
we fell in witli a her<l of wild hogs. Though eneumhered 
with haggage, and fatigued with a hard day's walk, an 
Indian got his how ready, aud let fly a poisoned arrow at 
one of them. It entered the cheek-bone and broke oh. 
The wild hog was found cpiite dead about one hundred and 
seventy paces fi’om the place where he had been shot. He 
afforded us an excellent and wholesome supper. 

Tliu.s the savage uf (Juiaiia, independent of the commoii 
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weapons of destruction. Las it in Lis power to prepare a 
poison, by whicL Le can generally ensure to Liniself a 
supply of animal food ; and tLe food so destroyed inibilies 
no deleterious qualities. Xature Las been bountiful to Lim. 
SLe Las not onl}- ordered poisonous Lerbs and roots to grow 
in tlie unbounded forests througb wLich Le strar’s, but Las 
also furnisLed an excellent I'eecl for Lis aiTows, aircl another, 
still more singular, for Lis blow-pipe ; and planted trees of 
an amazing Lard, tough, and elastic texture, out of which 
Le forms Lis Lows. And in order that nothing might Le 
wanting, she Las superadded a tree which yields Lim 
a fine wax, and disseminated up and down, a plant not 
unlike that of the pine-apple, which affords Lim capital 
Low-strings. 
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Operation of the AVourali. — It^ effects on tlie Ai, or tlirec-toeil Sloth.— 
Death resembling sleep. — A poisoned O.’c. —Poison proportionate to 
size of animal. — Alleged antidotes. — An Indian killed by Ids own 
airow. — Ligatures and the knife. — Descent of the Essequibo. — Skill 
of tlie boatman. — The Buccaneers. — Tertian ague. — E.Ypeiiments rvith 
AVourali. — Value of a ligature. — Artilicial rc.spiiation. — Long life and 
quiet tleath of M’ouralia. — "When good King Arthur ruled this laud. — 
P.etuni of health. 


Havixg now followed tlie Indian in tlie chase, and de- 
scribed the poison, let us take a nearer view of its action, 
and observe a large animal expiring under the weight of 
its banefid virulence. 

Many have doubted the strength of the wourali-poison. 
Should they ever by chance read what follows, probably 
their doubts on that score will be settled for ever. 

In the former experiment on the hog, some faint resist- 
ance on tlie part of nature was observed, as if existence 
struggled for superiority ; but in the following instance of 
the sloth, life sank in death without the least apparent 
contention, without a cry, without a struggle, and without 
a groan. This wa.s an Ai, or three-toed Sloth. It was in 
the possession of a gentleman who was collecting curiosities. 
He wished to have it killed, in order to preserve the skin, 
and the wourali-poison was resorted to as the easiest 
death. 
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Of all animals, not even the toad and tortoise excepted, fir-t 
tliis poor ill-formed creature is the most tenacious of life. 

It exists long after it has received wounds which would have 
destroyed any other animal ; and it may be saiel, on seeing 
a mortally-wounded sloth, that life disputes Avith death 
every inch of flesh in its body. 

The Ai was wounded in the leg, and put down on the 
floor, about two feet from the table ; it contrived to 
reach the leg of the table and fastened himself on it, as if 
wishful to ascend. But this was its last advancing step : 
life was ebbing fast, though imperceptibly ; nor could this 
singular production of nature, which has been formed of 
a texture to resist death in a thousand shapes, make any 
stand against the Avourali-poisou. 

Pirst, one fore-leg let go its hold, and dropped down 
motionless by its side ; tlie other gradually did tlie same. 

The fore-legs having noAv lost their .strength, tlie sloth 
slowly doubled its body, and placed its head betwixt its 
hind-legs, which still adhered to the table ; but when the 
poison had affected these also, it sank to tlie ground, hut 
sank so gently, that you could not distinguish the move- 
ment from an ordinary motion ; and liad you been ignorant 
that it was wounded avith a poisoned arrow, you would 
never have suspected that it was dying. Its month was 
shut, nor had am^ froth or saliva collected there. 

There avas no subsaUtiis tendinum, or any visible altera- 
tion ill its breathing. During the tenth minute from the 
time it avas avounded it stirred, and that avas all ; and the 
minute after, life's last sjaark avent out. Prom the time the 
poison began to operate, you avould haam conjectured that 
sleep avas overpoaveriiig it, and you avould have exclaimed, 

“ Pressittjue jacenteiii, dulcis et alta quies, placidieque 
simillima morti.” 

There are iioav two positive proofs of the effect of this 
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fatal poison ; viz. the death of the hog. and that of the sloth. 
Rut still these animals were nothing remarkable for size ; 
and the strength of the poison in large animals might 
yet be doubted, were it nut for what follows. 

A large well-fed o.v, from nine hundred to a thousand 
pounds weight, was tied to a stake by a rope sufficiently 
long to allow him to move to and fro. Having no large 
L'oucourite spikes at hand, it was judged necessary, on 
account of his superior size, to put three wild-hog arrows 
into him ; one was sent into each thigh just above the 
hock, in order to avoM wounding a vital part, and the 
third was shot traver-sely into the extremity of the nostril. 

The poison seemed to take effect in four minutes. Con- 
scious as though he would fall, the o.v set himself firmly 
on his legs, and remained quite still in the same place, 
till about the fourteenth minute, when he smelled the 
ground, and appeared as if inclined to walk. He advanced 
a pace or two, .staggered, and fell, and remained extended 
on hi.s side with his head on the ground. His eye, a few 
minutes ago .so bright and lively, now became fixed and 
dim, and though you ]mt your hand close to it as if to 
give him a blow there, he never closed his eyelid. 

His legs were convad.-icd, and his head from time to time 
started involuntarily; but he never showed the least desire 
to rai'50 it from the ground; he breathed hard, and emitted 
foam from his mouth. The startings, or suljsultus tondi- 
num, now became gradually weaker and weaker; his 
hinder parts were fixed in death; and in a minute or two 
mure his head and fore-legs ceased to stir. 

Nothing now remained to show that life was still within 
him, except that his heart faintly boat and fluttered at 
intervals. In five-and-tweuty minutes from the time of 
his being wounded he was quite dead. His Hesh was very 
.sweet and savourv at climier. 
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(In taking a letrospeutive vinw of the two Jifferent rrn-iT 
kinds of poisoned arrows, and the animals destroyed hy 
llieiu, it would appear that the quantity of poison must 
lie proportioned to the animal, and thus tho.se probably t'uNit. 
laliour under an error wlio imagine tliat the smallest 
particle of it introduced into the blood has almost instaii- 
tuiieous etfects. 

Make an estimate of the difference in si;;e betwi.xt the 
fowl and the ox, and tlien weigh a sullieient quantity of 
pciison for a Idow-pipe arrow witli winch tlie fowl was 
killed, and weigh also enough poison for three wild-hog 
arrows which destroyed the o.x, and it will a])pear that the 
fowl received much more poison in proportion than the 
ox. Hence the cause why the fowl died in live niinute.s, 
and the ox in five-and-tweiity. 

Indeed, were it the case that the smallest particle of it 
introduced into the blood has almo.st instantaneous effects, 
the Indian would not find it neces.sarv to make the large 
arrow; that of the blow-pipe is much easier made and 
requires less jioison. 

And now for the antidotes, or rather the .supposed anti- 
dotes. The Indians tell you, that if the wounded animal 
he held for a considerable time up to the mouth in water, 
the poison will not prove fatal; also that the juice of the 
sugar-cane poured dorvii the throat will counteract the 
elfeets of it. These antidotes were fairly tried upon fidl- 
grown Iieahhy fowls, hut they all died, as though no step.s 
had been taken to preserve their lives. Iliua was recom- 
mended and given to anotlier, hut with as little success. 

It is .supposed by .some, that wind introduced into the 
lungs by means of a .small pair of bellows would rcnut'e 
the poi.soned patient, provided the operation he continued 
fur a sufficient length of time. It may he so ; hnt this is 
a difficult and a tedious mode of cure, and he who is 
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woutided in tlie forest far away from Ids friends, or in 
the hut of the savages, stands but a poor chance of being 
saved by it. 

Had the Indians a sure antidote, it is likely they would 
carry it about with them, or resort to it immediately after 
being wounded, if at hand ; and their confidence in its 
ellicacy would greatly diminish the horror they betray 
when you point a poisoned arrow at them. 

One day, while we were eating a red monkey, erroneously 
called the balioon in Hemerara, an Arowack Indian told 
an affecting story of tvhat happened to a comrade of his. 
He was present at his death. As it did not interest this 
Indian in any point to tell a falsehood, it is very probable 
that his account was a true one. If so, it appears that 
there is no certain antidote, or at lea.st an antidote that 
could Ije resorted to in a case of urgent need ; for the Indian 
gave up all thoughts of life as soon ns he was wounded. 

The Arowack Indian said it was but four years ago that 
he and his companion wore ranging in the forest in quest 
of game. His companion took a poisoned arrow, and sent 
it at a red monkey in a tree aliove him. It was nearly a 
perpemliculnr shot. The arrow missed the monkey, and 
in the descent, struck him in the arm, a little above the 
elbow. He was convinced it was all over with him. “ I 
shall never,” said he to his companion in a faltering voice 
and looking at his bow as said it, “ I shall never,” said he, 
“ bend this bow again.” And having said that, he took 
off his little bamboo poison-box, which hung across his 
shoulder, and putting it together with his bow and arrows 
on the ground, he laid himself down close by them, bid 
his companion farewell, and never spoke more. 

He who is unfortunate enough to be wounded by a 
poisoned arrow from Macoushia had better not depend 
upon tlie common antidotes for a cure. IMany who have 
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liL'tiU ill Guiana will recoinuieiid iiiiiiiL'diaie iiiiiiifr.^ioii in 
water, or to take the juice of the sugar-cane, or to till the 
iiiouth full of salt; and they recoinraeiid these antidotes 
because they have got them from the Indians. l’>ut were you 
to ask them if tliey ever .saw these antidotes used with suc- 
cess, it is ten to one their answer would be in the negative. 

AVherefore let him reject these antidotes as unprotitabky 
and of no avail. He has got an active and deadly foe 
within him, which, like Shakspeare’s fell Sergeant Heath, 
is strict in his arrest, and will allow- him but little time — 
very— very little time. In a few minnte.s he will be 
numbered with tlie dead. Life ought, if possible, to be 
preserved, be the e.xponse ever <0 great. Sliould the part 
affected admit of it, lot a ligature he tied tight round tlie 
wound, and have immediate recourse to the knife : — 

( .intiiiur), nilioin h-rm l oiiijiewo 

]iiin pi.'v inf.ui'tum '?iiii.mt I’untagi.i i-i-ii jiu-.," 

And now, kind reader, it is time to hid thee farewell. 
The two ends propo.sed have been obtained. The I’ortu- 
guese inland frontier fort has been reached, and the 
Alacouslii wourali-poi.soii acquired. Tiie account ol' this 
excursion through the interior of Guiana has been sub- 
mitted to thy perusal, in order to induce thy abler genius 
to undertake a more extensive one. If any dilficullies 
liave arisen, or fevers come on, they have been caused by 
the periodical rains, which hill in torrents as the sun 
ajiproaches the tropic i>f Cancer. In dry weather there 
would be no ditficultie.s or sickne.ss. 

Amongst the many satisfietory conclu-^ions which thou 
wouldest be able to draw during the journev, there is one 
which, perhaps, would please thee not a litth' ; and that 
is witli reganl to dogs. IM.any a time, no doubt, thou hast 
heard it hotly di-puted, that dogs cxi-^led in (Aiian.i 
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r ln.'viou'ly to tlie arrival of tlie Spaniards in tlioso parts. 
j.j rr.xL Y. '\viij[L‘Vor tlie SpaiiiaixL introduced, and wlucli bore no re- 
seinl'lance to anythin" the Indians had been accustomed 
to >ee, retains its Spanish name to this day. 

Tims the AVarotv, the Arowack, the Acoway, the Ma- 
couslii, and Carib tribes, call a hat, sombrero; a shirt, or 
aiiv kind oi cloth, eamiso ; a shoe, zapato ; a letter, carta ; 
a fowl, yaliina; gunpowder, colvora, (Spanish, polvora ;) 
aiiiinuiiiiiou, bala ; a cow, vaca ; and a dog, perro. 

Tins argues strongly against the existence of dogs in 
Ouiaiia before it was discovered by the Spaniards, and 
probably may he of use to thee, in thy next canine dispute- 
S-, Jn political point of view this country presents a 
large field tor speculation. A few years ago there was hut 
little induceiiient fn- any Englishmau to e.vplore the in- 
terior of thc'e rich and line colonies, as the Hriti.^h 
( b iverumi-nt did not coii'jiilcr them worth holding at the 
Oi -dce of Aiiiiens. ttiince that period their mollier-country 
liiis lieeii bhittr-d out from the list of iiaticns, and Ameiica 
luis unt'ohled a new sheet of polities. On one side, the 
Clown rd Ih'aganza, attacked hy an ambitious cliieftaiu, 
lia^ lied from the palace of its aucestois, ;iud now seems 
(ixed on the banks of tlie Janeiro. Oayeune has yielded 
to its arms. L,i ITata lias raised tlie standard of independ- 
ence, and tbink'' it'-elf sutricieiiily strong tri olitain a 
goverinneiit of its own. On the other side, the Caraccas 
are in open revolt, and .-should -Santa Fe join them in good 
earliest, tiiey may form a powerful a'Sociarioii. 

Thus, ijii each siile of tiie ci-J.iriinl DiUcli Ouuuia, most 
unexpected and astoni.-'hiiig changes have taken place. 
A'iU they rai^e or lower it in the .scale of e.-^timation at 
the Court Ilf St. .Tames’s ? Will tliey be of lieuelit to 
these grand and extensive eolunies i Colonies enjoying 
perpetual summer. ('olonie.-~ of tlie ricliest soil Colonies 
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containing within themselves everything necessary Ihr 
their support. Culonie.s, in fine, so varied in their quality 
and situation, as to be capable of bringing to perfection 
every tropical production ; and only want the support of 
government, and an enlightened governor, to render them 
as fine as the finest portions of the ecpiatorial region.s. 
Kind reader, fare thee well. 

1,1. II I, u i'.i I in: ronrt'ouE.'E coji.m.axi’Kr. 

JtuY Sl..\ni:, 

Cuino no tcng'o el honor, de scr conocMo de V.M. lo pienso mejor, 
y mas decoroso, qucdarnie agui, hastaque Imviere reeihido su res- 
puesta. Haviendo caminado hast.x la cho;:n, adonde estoi, no 
quisiere volverme, antes de haver visto I.x fonaleza de los Portu- 
giipses : y pido lioencia de VM. p.xra que me adelante. llnnradissi- 
nios son mis motivos, ni tengo proyecto ningimo. o de (.-('mercio, o 
de la .soldadcsea. no sieiido yo, o comerciante. o oticial. Hidalgo 
catolion soy, de hacienda in Yngl.itierra, y mnehos .-chos de mi vida 
he pasado en eaminar. Uhimanieiue. de Hemeiaria vcngo, la qual 
dose el 5 dm de .Vluil, para ver estc hermoso pais, y eoger unaa 
cnrio.sidades, especialmente, el vcneno, qne se llama woiiridi. Las 
mas reeentes notieias qne tenian en I'emeraria, antes de mi salida, 
eran niedias tristes, medi.as alegres. Tristes digo, viendo que 
Valencia ha caido en poder del eiieinigo coimin. y lo General Pdako, 
y siis valientea tropas qticdan prisioneros de guerra. Alegres, ai 
contrario, por(iue ililord Wellington se ha apoderado de Ciud.ad 
Iiodrigo. A pesar de la caida de Valencia, parecc darn al miindo, 
qne las cnsas <lcl enemigo. esian and.indo, de pejor a pcjor cada dia. 
Kosntros debcmos dar gracias al Altissirno, por haver sido servido 
desarnos castigar ultiinamente, a los rohadores de .siis .santas Yglesias. 
Se vera V.M. que yo no eseriho Portiigues ni aim lo hablo, pero, 
haviendo apiendido el C.astellano, no nos faltara medio de commu- 
nicar y tenor conversaoion. Ilm-go .«i‘ osrn.'-e esta carta eserita sin 
tinta, porqiie nn Indio dexo caer mi tintero y iquebro.sp. Dios le de 
a VM. mui'hos anos de salud. Entretanto, tengo el honor de ser 

Su mas ohedeciente servidnr, 

Carlos W.atfrtov, 

I. 
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“ iHci'i'tii', 'KUO fiira fr-rant, ulii ^i..tere ilotur.’ 


Ki.\i) aii'-l gentle reader, if tlie journey in quest of the 
wourali-poisou has engaged thy attention, probably thou 
mayest recollect that tlie traveller took leave of thee at 
Fort St. .Joachiui, on the Fio Branco. Shouklest thou 
wish to know what befell him afterward-s, excuse the 
following uninteresting narrative. 

llavina' had a return of fever, and aware that the 
firtlier he ailvanced into tliese wild and lonely regions, 
the less Would lie the chance of regaining his health; he 
gave up all idea of proeee<ling onwards, and went slowly 
back tnward.s the Iteinorava, nearly by the same route he 
had conic. 

On descending the falls in the Essequibo, which form an 
oblique line quite acro.ss the river, it was resolved to push 
through them, the downward .stream being in the canoe’s 
favour. At a little distance from the place, a large tree 
had fallen into the river, and in the meantime the canoe 
was lashed to one of its branches. 

The roaring of the water was dreadful ; it foamed and 
dashed over the I'ocks with a trememloiis spray, like 
breakers on a lee-shore, threatening destruction to what- 
ever approached it. ATm would have thought, by the 
contusion it caused in the river, and the whirlpools it 
made, that Scylla and (lharybdis, and their whole progeny. 
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had left the Mediterranean, and come ami settled here 
The channel rvas barely tr\'elve feet rvide, and the torrent 
in rushing down formed traverse furrows, which showed 
how near the rocks were to the surface. 

Xothing could surpass the skill of the Indian who 
steered the canoe. He looked steadfastly at it, then at 
the rocks, then cast an eye on the channel, and then 
looked at the canoe again. It was in vain to speak. The 
sound was lost in the roar of waters ; but his eye slioweil 
that he had already passed it in imagination. He held up 
his paddle in a position, as much as to say, tliat he woidd 
keep e.xactly amid channel ; and then made a sign to cut 
the bush rope that held tlie canoe to the tallen tree. The 
canoe drove down the torrent with inconceivable rapidity. 
It did not touch the rocks once all the way. The Indian 
proved to a nicety, “ medio tutis.siinus ibis." 

Shortly after this it rained almost day and night, the 
lightning flashing incessantly, and the roar of thunder 
awful beyond expression. 

The fever returned, and pressed so heavy on him, that 
to all appearance his last day’s march was over. Hov - 
ever, it abated; his spirits rallied, and he marched again; 
and after delays and inconveniences he reached the house 
of his worthy friend, Mr. Edmonstone, in Alibiri Creek, 
which falls into the Hemcrara. Xo words of his can do 
justice to the hospitality of that gentleman, whose re- 
peated encounters with the hostile negroes in the forest 
have been publicly rewarded, and will be remembered in 
the colony for years to come. 

Here he learned that an eruption had taken place in St. 
Vincent’s ; and thu^, the noise heard in the night of the 
first of May, which had caused such terror among.st the 
Indians, and made the garrison at Fort .St. Joachim re- 
main under arms the rest of the night, is accounted for. 
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first After experiencing every kiinlness and attention from 
jo rEXE Y. Edmonstone, lie sailed for Granada, and from thence 
Sails fur to St. Thomas’s, a fcM' days before poor Captain Peake lost 
his life on his own quarter-deck, bravely fighting for his 
country on the coa.st of Guiana. 

St. At St. Thomas’s they show you a tower, a little distance 
Jhuniass frouF the town, which thev sav formerlv belonged to a 
Pucanier chieftain. Probably the fury of besiegers has 
reduced it to its present dismantled state. "What still 
remains of it bears testimony of its former strength, and 
may brave the attack of time for centuries. Tou cannot 
view its ruins without calling to miml the exploits of those 
fierce and hardy hunters, long the terror of the western 


world. AYhile you admire their undaunted courage, you 
lament that it was often stained with cruelty; while you 
extol their scrupulous justice to each other, you will find 
a want of it towards the rest of mankind. Often fios- 
sessed of enormous wealth, often in extreme poverty', 
nften triumphant on the ocean, and often forced to lly to 
the forests, tlieir life was an ever-changing scene of ad- 
vance and retreat, of glory aiul disorder, of luxury and 
i'amiue. Spain treated them as outlaws and pirates, while 
other European powers publicly disowned tliem. They, on 
the other hand, maintained that justice on the part of 
Spain first forced them to take up arms in self-defence ; 
and that, whilst they kept inviolable the laws wliich they' 
liad framed fur their own conimoii benefit and protection, 
they had a right to consider as fnes those who treated 
them as outlaws. Eiuler this impression they drew the 
Thumass ^"’ord, and rushed on as though in lawful war, and 
and IS divided the spoils of vii-torv in the scah^ of jnstii-e. 

attacked hj ^ 1 1 -• -t-i " ■ ■ 

a tcrtain Alter leaving .-it. Thomas's a .'severe tertian ague every 
‘^r^-'bi’rnTto then kept putting the traveller in mind that his 

t'lajland. shattered fiame. “ starting and shivering in the inconstant 
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blast, meagre and pale — the ghost of what it was " — 
wanted repairs. Three years elapsed after arriving in 
England before the ague took its final leave of him. 

During that time several experiments were made with 
the wourali poison. In London an a.ss was inoculated 
with it, and died in twelve minutes. The poison was 
inserted into the leg of anotlier, round which a bandage 
had been previously tied a little above the place where 
the wourali was introduced, lie walked about as usu.d, 
and ate his food as though all were right. After an hour 
had elapsed the bandage was untied, and ten mimitos 
after, death overtook him. 

A she-a.s3 received the wourali poi.son in tlie slioiilder, 
and died apparently in ten minutes. An incision was 
then mad(! in its windpipe, and through it the lungs were 
I'ogularly inflated for two hours with a pair of bellows. 
Suspended animation returned. Tlie ass held up her Iread, 
and looked around; hut the intlatiiig being (lisoontiiiued. she 
sunk once iiioie in apparent death. The artiHcial brectli- 
iiig was immediately recominencod, and continued without 
iiiterniission for two hours. This saved the ass from final 
dissolution ; she ro=e up, and walked about ; she seemed 
neither in agitation nor in pain. The wound, through 
which the poison entered, was healed without ditlieulty. 
Her constitution, however, was so severely affected that 
it was long a douljt if ever she would he well again. 
She looked lean and sickly for above a year, Init hegan 
to mend the ,s}ii'ing after, and by Alidsummer became fat 
and fi’isl’Ty. 

The kind-hearted reader will rejoice on learning that 
Earl Percy, pitying her nii.sfortnnes, .sent her down from 
London to Walton Hall, near Wakefield. There she goes 
by the name of Wouralia. Wouralia shall be sheltered 
from the wintry storm; and when .summer comes she 
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shall theil iu the finest pasture. Xo hurtleii shall be 
placed iipuu her, and she shall end her days iu peace.^ 

For three revolving autiiuins the ague-beaten v'auderer 
never saw, without a sigh,- the swallow bend her flight 
towards wanner regions. He wished to go too, but could 
nut : for .sickness had enfeebled him, and prudence pointed 
out the fully of roviug again too soon across the northern 
tropic. To be sure, the continent was uom' open, and change 
of air might j)ruve beneficial ; hut there was nothing very 
tempting iu a trip acro.ss tl'ie Channel, and as for a tour 
through England .' — England has long ceased to be the 
laud fur adventure.s. Indeed, when good King Arthur re- 
appears to claim his crown he will find things strangely 
altered here ; and may we not look for his eoniiug ? for 
there is written upon his grave-stone : — 

•‘Hic ji'>t .Vrtuius Ite.-c I'lnuiul.ini Rt-.sijae futuni^,’’ 

•• Herr .\uhui lic^. r\l[o Irrmeily 
Wa^ king — .lint kin^'ag.uu to bi'." 

iJoti t,>ui.\ote Avas always of opinion that this famous 
king did not die, but that he was changed into a raven by 
enchautiueut. and that tlie Eugli.di are momentarily ex- 
jiecting his return. lie this as it may, it is certain that 
when he reigned lierc all was harmony and joy. The 
bi'otvsing herds pas.sed troin vale to vale, the swains sang 
trom tlie hluehell-teeming groves, and nymphs with eglan- 
tine and roses iu their neatly-braided hair Avent hand iu 
hand to the tioAvery mead to wea\'e garlands for their lamb- 
kins. If by chance some rude uncivil fellow dared to 
mole.st them, or atteiiqited to throw thorns iu their path, 
there Avas sure to he a knight-errant not far off ready to 
lu-h forward in their defence. But alas! iu these de- 

’ Pi,or \\ ..Iir.ili bri-atheil her la.-t on tin- I.Stli of February, 183P, h.ivine 
"UI •, i \ • -1 til- n{ • I ifioii ii'MlIv hvL-ainl-t\\f'iitv yr-ai'. 



WAXDElilXGS IX SOUTH AMERICA. 


153 


generate days it is not ko. SliouLl a liarmless cottage 
maid wander out of the liigliway to |iluck a primrose or 
two in the neighbouring field the liaiiglity owner sternly 
bids her retire ; and if a pitying swain hasten to escort 
liei back, he is perhaps seized by the gaunt house-dog ere 
he reach her. 

..Eneas’s route on the other .side of Styx, could not have 
been much worse than this, though, by his account, when 
he got back to earth, it appears that he had fallen in with 
“ Bellua Lernie, horrenduni stridens, flanmns(pie, arniata 
Chimrera.” 

Moreover, he had a sibyl to guide his steps ; and as 
such a conductress nowadays could not be got for love 
or money, it was judged most prudent to refrain from 
sauntering through this land of freedom, and wait with 
patience the return of health. At last this long-looked 
for, ever welcome stranger came. 
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SECOND JOE EXE Y. 


CnAI’TEE I. 

From Liverpool to Fernanitmeo. — Stonnv p. trels. — Tropical zoology. — 
Flying-fish. — Ronito, Alhicore, ami ‘•Dolphin.'’ — Frigate hirJ. — 
Arrival at Fernamlmeo. — The expellej Jesuits. — Fonibal, the Captain- 
General. — Southey's hi-tory of Brazil. — Botanical garden. — Sangredo 
Buev. — Eattk'snake. — Xarimv esi ape. — Fiai'iy. — Sail for Cayenne. — 
Shark-catching. 

I.\ the year ISIG, two days before the vernal e'puino.x, I 
sailed front T.ivcrpool for Pernambuco, in the .southern 
heniispheie, on the coast of Prazil. There is little at this 
time of the year in tlie European part of the Atlantic to 
engage the attention of the natiiralist. As you go down 
the Channel you see a few divers and gannets. The 
middle-sized gulls, with a hlack spot at the end of the 
wings, attend you a little way into the Lay of Biscay. 
When it blow.s a hard gale of wind the stormy pietrel make« 
its appearance. "While the .sea runs mountains high, and 
every wave threatens destruction to the laltouring ve.ssel 
this little harhimrer of storms i.s seen eiijoving itself, on 
rapid pinion, up and down the roaring hillows. When 
the storm i.s over it appears no more. It is known to 
every English sailrjr hy the name of TIother Carey’s 
Chicken. It must have heeu hatched in Aiolus’s cave, 
amongst a clutch of .squalls and tempr-sts ; for whenever 
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they get out upon the ocean it always contrives to he of second 
the party. ju ukxe y 

Though the calms and storms, and adver.se winds in Trade 
these latitudes are vexatious, still, when you reach the 
trade winds you are amply repaid lor all ilisappointments 
and inconveniences. The trade winds prevail about thirty 
degrees on each side of the ei-piator. This jxirt of the ocean 
may be called the Elysian Fields of Xeptune's Empire ; and 
the torrid zone, notwithstanding Ovid's remark, “non est 
hahitahilis lestu," is rendered healtliy and pleasant by 
these gently-blowing breezes. Tlie ship glide,? .smoothly 
on, and you soon find yourself witliin the northern troj^ic. 

'When you are on it. Cancer is just over your Iiead, and be- 
twixt him and Cnpricorn is the high road of tlie Zodiac 
forty-seven degrees wide, famous for I’haeton's misadven- 
ture. His father begged and eutn-ited him not to take it 
into his liead to drive parallel to the five zones, but to 
mind and keep on the turnpike which runs olfiiipiely 
across the equator. “ There you will distinctly set',” saitl 
he, “the ruts of niy chariot wheels, ‘ manifesta rot;e vesti- 
gia cerues.’ ‘‘ Cut," aJiled he, "even suppose yon keep on 
it, and avoid the by-roads, nevertheless, my dear boy, be- 
lieve me, you will be most sadly put to your shifts ; ‘ ardua 
prima via est,’ the tir.st part of the road is confoundedly 
steep! 'ultima via promt e.st,’ and after that it is all down 
hill. Moreover, ‘ per insidias iter e.-t, forn',as([ue ferarum,’ 
the road is full of nooses and hull-dog-^, ‘ Iftemonio.sipuo 
arcus,’ and spring guns, ‘ .sievaque circuitu, curvantem 
brachia longo, .'^wrpio,’ and steel traps of uncommon size 
and shape." These were nothing in the eyes of I’haeton ; 
go he would, so olf he set, full speed, four-in-hand. He 
had a tough drive of it ; and after doing a prodigious deal 
of mischief, very luckily for the world, he got thrown out 
of the box, and tumbled into the river I’o, 
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Some of our modern Idoodsliave been shallow enough to 
try to ape this poor euipity-headed eoacliman, on a little 
scale, making London tlieir Zodiac. Weli for them, if 
tradesmen’s hiils, and other trivial perplexities, liave not 
caused them to he tiirown into the King's Beueli. 

The productions of tlie torrid zone are uncommonly 
grand. Its plains, its swamp.-s, its savannas, and forest.s, 
abound witli tire largest serpents and wild beasts ; and its 
trees are tire habitation of tlie nio.st beautiful of tlie 
feathered race. While tire traveller in the old world is 
astonished at the elepvliant, the tiger, the lion, and rhino- 
ceros, he wlio wanders througli the torrid regions of the 
new, is lost in admiration at the cotiugas, the toucans, the 
liuniming-birds, and aras. 

Tlie ocean, likewise, swarms with curiosities. Probably 
tlie Plying-fisli may be considered as one of the most 
singular. This little scaled iidiahitaut of water and air 
seems to have been more favoured tlian tlie rest of its 
finny brethren. It can rise out of the waves, aud on wiug 
visit tlie domain of tlie birds. 

After dying two or throe liimdred yaixls, the intense heat 
of tlie sun lias dried its pellucid wings, and it is obliged to 
v/et tlieru in order to continue its flight It just drops into 
the ocean for a moment, aud then rises again aud flies on ; 
and then descends to remorsteu tlieni, and then up-agaiii 
into tlie air ; tlius passing its life, .sometimes wet, some- 
times dry, sometimes in suii^liiiie, and sometimes in the pale 
moon’s nightly beam, as pleasure dictates, or as need re- 
ipiires. The additional asaistauce of wings is not tiirown 
away upon it. It lias full occupiation both for fins and 
wiugs, as its life is in perpetual danger. 

The ISonito and Alhicore chase it day and niglit ; hut tlie 
Polpliin is its worst and swiftest foe. If it escape into tlie 
air, the dnlpidn puslies on with proportional velocity 
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Leiieatli, and is ready to ^iiap it up tlie iiiomeiit it descends 
to wet its win^s. 

You will often see aUove one hundred of these little 
marine aerial fugitives on tlie wing at once. They appear 
to use every exertion to prolong their flight, hut ^'ain are 
all their efforts ; for when tlie last drop of water on their 
wings is dried up, their flight is at an end, and they must 
drop into the ocean. Some are instantly devoured by their 
merciless pursuer, part escape by swimming, and others get 
out again as ({iiick as pos.sible, and trust once more totlieir 
wings. 

It often hapiieiis that thi.s unfortunate little creature 
after alternate dips and flights, finding all it.s exertions of 
no avail, at last drops on board tlie vessel, verifying the old 
remark, 

“ Iiicidit in Sc}lLuiu vit.ivo ( hai yli'lini.'’ 

Tliere, stunned by the fall, it beats the deck with its tail 
and dies. 'When eating it, you would take it for a I’resh 
herring. The largest measure from fourteen to fifteen 
inches in length. The dolpliin, after pursuing it to 
the ship, sometimes forfeits his own life. 

In days of yore, the musician used to play in softest, 
sweetest strain, and then take an airing amongst the 
dolpihins ; “inter delphinas Arion.” Hut nowadays, our 
tars have quite csqisized the ou.'toni ; and iii-tead of riding 
ashore on the dolphin, they invite the dolphin aboard. 
AVhile he is darting and playing around the vessel, a sailor 
goes out to the spritsailyard-arni, and with a long staff, 
leaded at one end, and armed at the other with five barbed 
spike.s, he heaves it at him. If .succe.'r'.'ful in his aim, there 
is a fresh mess for all hand.s. The dying dolphin affords a 
superb and hrilliant sight ; 
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All tlie colmiis of tlio rainliow pas? anil repass in rapid 
.sucee^.siou over liis body, till the dark hand of death closes 
the scene. 

Troiii the Cajie de Yerd islands to the coast of Brazil, 
yon .see several ditferent kinds of gulls, vhich probably 
are bred in the i.sland of St. I’aul. Sometimes the large 
bird called the Frigate relicaii soars majestically over the 
vessel, and the Tropic-Bird comes near enough to let you 
have a fair view of tiie long fcatheis in his tail. On tlie 
line, vheii it is calm. Sharks of a treiueiidous .size make 
their a}ipearance. They arc descried from the ship by 
means of the dor.ial tin, which is abute the water. 

On entering the bay of Bernambuco, the Frigate Pelican 
is seen watcliing the 'lioals of tish from a prodigious height 
It seldom descends without a .successful attack on its nume- 
rous prey below. 

As you approach tlie shore, tlie view is charming. The 
hills are clothed with wood, gradually rising towards the 
interior, none of them of any considerable height. A 
bingular reef of rocks ruii^ paralFl to the coast, and forms 
the harhour of Pernambuco. The vessels ate moored be- 
twi.xt it and the town, ^afe fimii (.wevy .-torm. You enter 
the harhiitu through a very narrow passage, close by a fort 
built on the reef. Tlie liill of Olitida, studded with houses 
and convents, is on yotir right hand, and an island tliickly 
planted with cocoa-nut trees, adds considerably to the 
scene on yonr left. There are two strung forts on the 
isthmus, betwixt Olinda and Pernambuco, and a pillar 
midway to aid the pilot. 

I’ernanibiico ]U’obabIy contains upwards of hftv thou- 
sand souls. It staiid.s on a ilut, and is divided into three 
parts — a peninsula, an i.sland, and tlie continent. Though 
within a few degrees of the line, its climate is remark- 
ably salubrious, and rendered almost temperate by the 
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I’efresliing sea Ijici-ze. Ha l rat and jmigment coiitrilnited second 
their portion to its natural advantages, Pernambuco at this 
day, would liave been a st;itely ornament to the coast of 
Brazil. On viewing it, it will strike you that every one has 
built his house entirely for Idinself, and deprived public 
convenience of the little claim .she had a right to put in. 

You would wish that this city, so famous for its harbour, 
so happy in its climate, and so rvell situated for commerce, 
could have risen under the flag of Dido, in lieu of that of 
Brnganza. 

As you walk down the streets, the ainiearauce of the Streets onr! 
houses is not much in their favour. Some of them are 
very high, and some very low ; some newly wliitewashed, 
and others stained, and mouldy, and neglected, a.s though 
they had no owner. 

The balconies, too, aie of a daik and gloomy appearance. 

They are not, in general, ojh-ii, as in must tropical cities, 
hut giated like a farmer' .s dairy window, tliough someM'liat 
clo'cr. 

Theie is a lamentable want of eleauliiiess in the streets. 

The impurities from the hou.^e.s, and the accumulation of 
litter from tlie beasts of hurden, are unpleasant sights to 
the pas-'ing stranger. He laments the want of a iiolice as 
lie goes along; and when the wind begins to blow, his nose 
and eyes are too (it'ten e.\po>ed to a cloud of very uirsavouiy 
dust. 

When you view the port uf rernamhuco, full of .ships of Port of 
all nations, when you kni.)Wtliat the l iche.st eommodities of lueo. 
Kurope, At'riia, and >\.sia, are hrougld to it; when you see 
immense quantities of cotton, dye-wood, and the choicest 
fruits pouring into tlie town, you ate apt to wonder at the 
little attention these people pay to the common comforts 
which one always e.xpects to find in a large and opulent 
city. However, if the inliahitaius are satisfied, there i.s 
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nothing more to be said. Should they ever be convinced 
that inconveniences exist, and tliat nuisances are too fre- 
C|uent, the remedy is in their own hands. At present, cer- 
tainly, they .seem perfectly regardless of them ; and the Cap- 
tain-General of I’eriiambuco walks through the streets with 
as apparent content and composure as an English statesman 
would pmceed down Charing-cro.s.s, Custom reconciles 
everything. In a week or two the .stranger himself Ijegins 
to feel less the things which annoyed him so much upon 
his first arrival, and after a few months' residence, he thinks 
no more about them, while he is partaking of the hospi- 
tality, and enjoying the elegance and .splendour within 
doors in thi.s great city. 

Close hy the river-side stands what is called the palace 
of the Captain-General of Pernambuco. Its form and ap- 
pearance altogether strike the traveller that it was never 
intended for the use it is at present put to. 

Reader, throw a vi.-il over thy recidlectiim for a little 
while, and f.irget the cruel, unjust, and unmerited censures 
thou ha.st heard .against an nmiffending order. This palace 
was once the Jesuits' college, and miginally built by those 
charitable fathers. A.-k the aged and respectaMe inhabit- 
ants of rornamliuco, ami tlicy will tell thee that the de- 
struction of the .Society of Jesus was a tenihle disaster 
to the public, and its consecpiences severely felt to the 
preseiit day. 

When I’onihal took the reins of power into his own 
hmid^, virtue ami learning heamod bright within the col- 
lege walls. I’uhlic calecliism to the children, and religious 
instruction to all, bowed daih' from the mouths of its 
venerable priests. 

They were loved, revered, and respected throughout the 
whole town. The illuminating philosophers of the day had 
sworn to exterminate Christian knowledge, and the college 
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of revnamlnico (luoinoj to foniiilor in llie poneral 
storm. To the lon”'-lastiin{ sorrow and disu'race of I’or- 
tncjal, the pliilosopliers hlinded her king and flattered lier 
prime minister, rumbal was exactly the tool these sappers 
of eveiy public and private virtue wanted. He had the 
naked sword of power in his own liand, and lii.s heart was as 
iiard as flint. lie struck a mortal Iflow, and the Society of 
Je«u.s, througliout the Portugue-se dominions, was no nimsx 

One morning all the fathers of the college in Periuiin- 
buco, some of them very old and feeble, were .-iuddenly 
ordered into the refectory. Tliey liad notice befoieliand of 
the fatal storm, in j.iity Irom the giivernor, but not one of 
them al.iandoneil his charge. They had done their duty, 
and had nothing to fear. Tliey bowed v ith resignation to 
the will of Heaven. As soon as tliey had all reached tlie 
refectory, they were tln-re locked up, and never ni'ire did 
tiiey .see their rooms, their i'rieiKp, their scholars, or ae- 
([uaintance. In tlie dead of the following night, a strong 
guard of .soldiers literally drove them through tlie streets 
to the water's edge. They were then conveyed in lioats 
aboard a ship, and steered for Pahia. Tiio.se who sur- 
vived the bavharous treatment they experienced from 
Poiuhars creatures were at last ordered to I.islion. The 
college of Pcrnaiiiliuco wa.s [dundered, and .some time after 
an elephant was kept there. 

Thus the arhitrary hand of power, in one night, smote 
and .swept away the seiencO" ; to wliieli succeeded the low 
vulgar liuffuonerv of a showman. A'irgil and Uicero made 
way for a wild hca^t from ^Vngola 1 and now a guard i.s on 
duty at the very gate where, in times long past, the poor 
were daily fed ! ! ! 

Trust not, kind reader, to the envious reniailis vhich 
their eiiemie.s have scattered far and near: lielieve not the 
stories of those who have liad a hand in the .sail irageiha 
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Go to Li'azil, and witli tliiue owu eves tlie etl'uet of 
PoinlialA shiirt-=^i'_;htoil policy. There vice reigns trium- 
plmiit, ami leamiiig i.s at its lowest ehb. Xeitlieris this to 
lie wi>nik-ieil at. l»e.stroy the compass, and will the vessel 
find her tai-dist.uit port 1 AVill the tluck keep together, 
and escape the wolves, after the shepherds are all slain ? 
The rii'a/ilians were told that puhlic education would go 
oil jimt as usual. They might have asked goverunieiit 
who so aiih- to instruct our youth as those whose know- 
ledge is proverhial wlio .so fit, as those who enjoy our 
entire conlidence ? who so worthy, as those whose lives are 
irreproachable. 

d’hey •■'oon found that tliose who succeeded the fathers 
of the Society of Je^us laid neither their manuers nor their 
ahilities. 'I'iiey had not made the iiistruetiou of youth 
their ]iarticular study. Alureover, tlu'V entered on the 
field after a deleat, where the olfieeis had all been slain ; 
where the plan of tlic caiupaigii was hnl ; where all was 
ill sorrow and di.^mav. Xo e.vertlous of theirs could rally 
the dispersed, or skill pmvent the fatal consecptences. At 
the present day, the seminary of Oliiida, in compari.soii 
vith the former Jesuits’ college, is only as the waning 
moon’.s licam to the .suu'-i meridian splendour. 

Wdieii you visit the places where those learned fathers 
once fiouri'hed. and see wiili yoiii- own eyes the evils their 
di-'solution has c.uised ; when you hear the inhabitants 
telling yon liow good, liow clever, how charitahlo they 
V ere ; what will you think of our poet laureate for calling 
tliern, in his ■“ ]li-,tory of J'.razil,’’ “ INIissioners, vho^e zeal 
the most laiialical was direeled by the coolest policy ’’ ? 

AVas it /aaotosv/ to renounce the lionours and comforts 
of this transitory life, in order to gain eternal glory in the 
next, by deiiviiig themselves, and taking up the cross ' 
Wa ' h j'li indioil to preach salvation to iunumerable vild 
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lioi’iles of xVniericaiis ? to clothe the iiaheJ ? to encourage stj und 
the repenting sinner ? to aid the dying Christian. The 
father .s of the Society of .Tesii.s did all this. And for this 
their zeal is proiioiiueed to he the most fanatical, directed 
hy the coolest policy. It cvill puzzle many a clear lirain to 
coiniirehend how it is passible, in the nature of thing,-', 
that r<:«/ tire nio.st fianiwil sliould he directed by the 
cobh4 pnllry. Ah, Air. Laureate, Air. Laureate, that 

(pridlihet aiidendi ” of your.s, may now and then gild the 
poet, at the same time that it makc.s the historian cut a 
bori'V figui'e ' 

Coidd Lather LTuhroga rise from the tomb, he ■would 
thus addre.ss you ; — Ungrateful Lngli.shman, ycm have 
drawn a great part of your information from tire writiug.s 
of the Society of Jesu.s, and in relitrn you attemjit to 
stain its character l)y telling your countrymen tliat ‘ wi' 
taught the idolatry we believed 1 ’ In .^peaking of me, you 
•say, it was my liappy fortune to he .stationedi in a counti-y 
vhere lUnic hut the good 2irinei]iles of my order were called 
into action. Uugciien.ais laureate, tlie nairow ]>olicy of the 
times has kejrt your countrymen in the dark with regard to 
the true character of the Society of Jesus ; and you draw 
the bandage .still tighter over tlieir eyes hy a malieious in- 
siiuuition. I lived, and taught, and died in ISrazil. -wliere 
you state that iioiu: but tlie good ]n'iueiple.s of mv order 
were called into action, and still, in mo.st aloolute coiitra- 
dictiuii to thi.s, >-ou remark we believed the uhilufni we 
taught in lha/il. I'hu.s we hrouglit none but good prin- 
eijdes into aelioii, and still taught idol, dry I 

“ Again, you state there i.s uo individual to wliose talents 
Jhazil is so greatly and permanently indebted as mine, and 
that I must he regarded as the founder of that sv^tein so 
successfully puisued hy the Jesuits in rara”iuiy ; a sv.■^tem 
[irodiictive of as much good as is eoiiijiatihle witli laou^ 
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fraiuj. I'lni.-j you make me, at one ami the same time, a 
teacher of none hut good piiaciples, and a teacher of 
idolatry, aud a believer in idolatry, and still the founder of 
a system for which Brazil is greatly and permaiieiitly in- 
debted to me, thouu'h, by the by, the system was only pro- 
dur-tive of as much good as is compatible with pious 
fraud ; 

“ AVIiat means all this ? After reading such incom- 
parable nonsen-.C‘, slioidd your countrymen wish to be 
jiroperly informed conceiiiing tiie Society of Jesus, there 
are in England docuiiu-iits cuoueh to show tluit the system 
ot the Jesuits was a system of bhristian charity towards 
tlieir felhiw-creatures. administered in a inaiiner which 
human prudence judged best calculated to ensure success; 
ami tliat the iilolatvy whiidi you uiicharitahly atlirin they 
taught, was really and tiuly the very same faith which the 
(.'atliolic C’lunvh taught for c-entuvies in England, which she 
still leai lies to those who wish to hear her, and which she 
will eeutiuue to teach, pure and imsiiotted, till time shall 
he no more.'' 

The environs of I’ernandntco are very ]n’C‘tty. You see 
country houses in all directions, and the appearance of here 
and there a sugar plantation enriches the scenery. Balm- 
trees. Cocoa-iint-trecs, Orange and Lemon groves, ami 
all tlie (Jill'crent fruits peculiar to Brazil, are here in the 
gicatest ahumlance. 

At Olinda there is a national hotanical garden ; it wants 
sjiacc, jiiiiduce, and iinproveinoiit. The forests, whicit are 
several leagues off, ahuiuid with hirds, beasts, iiiseets, ami 
sei'peiits. Besides a hiilliaiit jiluiiiage, many of the birds 
have a very tine song. The Trou[iiale, noted for its rich 
ciiloui's, sing.s dcliglitlully in the environs of Ternamhueo. 
The Hed-headed Finch, larger than the Eurnpeau sparrow, 
pours tnrth a sweet and varied stiain, in conijiany with two 
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species of wrens, a little liefore dayli^lit. There are al^o skponp 
several species of the thrush, which have a song somewhat JQcuvey 
diflereiit from that of the European thrush ; and two 
species of the linnet, whose strain is so soft and sweet that 
it dooms them to captivity in the houses. A bird called 
here Sangre do Buev, blood of the ox, cannot fail to en- 
gage your attention : he is of the passerine tribe, and very 
common about the houses ; the wings and tail are black, 
and every other part of the body a tlaiuing retl. In Guiana, 
there is a species exactly the same as this in shape, note, 
and economy, but different in colour, its whole body being 
like black velvet ; on its breast a tinge of red apjiears 
through the black. Thus nature has ordered tliis little 
Tangara to put on mourning to the north of the line, and 
wear scarlet to the south of it. 

For three mouths in the year the enviion.s of remain- 
htico are auinuited Ijevoud de.>eiipticui. From Fuvemher 
to March the weather is particularly tine ; then it is that 
rich and poor, young and old, foreigners and natives, all 
issue from the city to enjoy the country, till Lent ap- 
proaches, when hack they hie them. ^Tllu,ges and hamlets, 
where nothing hefore but rag.s was .seen, now shine in all 
the elegance of dress; every house, every loom, every ,-hed 
hecoine eligible places fortho.-^e whom nothing but e.xtrenie 
necessity eould have forced to live there a few weeks ago : 
some join in the merry dance, others saunter up and down 
the orange-groves; and towards evening the ro,nls liecome 
a moving scene of silk and jewels. The gamiiig-lahles 
have constant visitors; there, thousands are daily and 
nightly lost and won ; paities even sit down to try their 
luck round the outside of the door as well as in the 
room : — • 


“ Ve-tiliuluiii .into ipsuin [prinii-iiui- in f.ua-il.u^ .uil.c 
Liu tus ft ulniu -', pij.-'Ufi-e stilih.i fui.ic” 
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Abuul .six or suVL‘11 miles I’roia I’eruaiubuco stands a 
pretty little villniie called Alonteiro ; tlie river runs close 
by it, and its rural beauties seem to surpass all others in 
the nei.nhbnurliood ; there tlie ( 'aptaiii-Geiieral of I’eriiam- 
bueo I'e.-^ides durin,^ this time of meiTiinent and Joy. 

Tim traveller %vho allots a portion of his time to peep at 
his fello-w'-creatures iu their relaxations, and accustoms 
Idinself to read their several little histories iu their looks 
and gestures as he yoes iiiusiiip on, may have full occupa- 
tion for an hour or two every day at this season amid the 
variepated scenes .around the pretty villaee of Atonteiro. 
In the evcuiiiio- groups sitting at the door, he may some- 
times see with a sieh how wealth and the prince's favour 
cause a hnoly to pass for a Solon, and Ise reverenced as 
sUch, while ]:eihaps a poor neglected Camoens stands silent 
at a distaiK-e, awed hy the dazzling glare of wealth and 
]io\\er. Itetireil from the puhlie road he may see poor 
Alaria sitting nndcr a palm-tree, with her elbow in her lap, 
and her head leaning on one side within hei hand, weeping 
over her forbidden bans. And as he nioses on “with 
w andei ing .step ami slow. ’ he may hear a hroken-heavteil 
nymph ask her faithle.ss swain, — 


H'hv < nul'i yriu ,ny iiiv f.iii . 

Ai‘il \\ r tli.it l.h t' fut-s.ilvi- ' 

Tfiiw « « III 111 y<iii V. ill iii\ \ Iumi I, 

t 1* AWM lluit ln.-ait tu lay.ik ' 

fine afremoon, in an nnfivipiented }iart not far from 
Alonteiro, these adventuics were near being brought to a 
speedc ami a final clo-e : six or .seven hhiekhirds, with a 
uhite s[>ot betwixt the slioulders, were making a noise, and 
]ia-sing to and fro on tlie lower hramdies of a tree in an 
abandoned, weed-grown, orange orelinrd. In tlie lung grass 
imderneuth the tree, apparently a pale green grasshopper 
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was fluttering, as tluragh it liad got eiitaiiglerl in it. 'Wlien 
you once fancy tliat tlie thing you are luolciug at is reall'. 
y liat you take it for, tlie inore you look at it the more y('iu 
are comfluceil it is so. In the lU'eseiit case, this was a 
grasshopper Ireyoiid all doubt, and nothing more remained 
to he done hut to wait iii patieuce till it had settleil, in 
order that yon might rnn no risk of breaking its legs in 
attempting to lay hold of it wliile it wa.s tliitteriug — it still 
kept fluttering ; and having quietly apiiroaolied it, iiiteud- 
ing to make sure of it — l)uhold, the head of a large rattle- 
snake appeared in the grass clo.se hy : an instantaneous 
spring hackwai'ds prevented fat.d eo!ise(iiieiice.s. ^Vllat 
had keen taken for a grasshopper was, in fact, the elevated 
rattle of the snake in the act of annot\nciug that he was 
quite prepared, though unwilling, to make a sure and 
deadly spring. lie shortly after [massed slowly IVoui undt.u' 
the orange-tree to the neighUjuring wood on the .side of a 
hill : as he moved over a ]dace hiire of gm^^ and weeds, he 
apiieared to be about eight feet long ; it was he v.lio had 
engaged the attention of the birds, and madie them liee<lless 
of clanger from another quarter : they llew away on his re- 
tiring ; one aloiie left his little life in the air, de,-,tined to 
hecome a s})ecimen, mute and nicitionless, thr the in-'pcction 
of the curious iii a far distant clime. 

It was now the rainy sea-ou; the birds were moult iug ; 
fifty-eight speciiiious of the haiulsuiuest of them in the 
ueighliourhood of rernamhuco had heeii colk-i-ted ; and it 
was time to proceed elsewhere. The convey.uice to the 
interior was hy horses; and thi^ mode, together with the 
heavy rains, would e.xpose preserved specimens to almost 
certain damage'. The jouiiiey to hlai-auham by laud would 
take at least forty day.s. The route was nut wild enough 
to engage the attention of an expilorer, or civili/ed enough 
to afford common comforts to a traveller. Hy sea there 
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'were no opportunities, except slave ships. A.s the trans- 
porting poor nenroes from port to port for sale pays well in 
lirazil, the ships’ decks are crowded with them. Tliis 
would not do. 

Excu.se here, benevolent reader, a small tril)ute of grati- 
tude to an Irish family, whose urbanity and goodness have 
long gained it the esteem and respect of all ranks in 
rcruanibuco. The kiudnes.s and attention I received 
from Dennis Keainey, K.^cp. and his aruiable lady, will 
he I'eniemhered with gratitude to my dying day. 

After -wishing farewell to this lii.)Spitable family, I em- 
barked on board a rortugucse brig, with poor accunimo- 
datioii. for Caveiine in Guiana. Tlie most eligible bed- 
room was the top nf a hen-coop on deck. Even here, an 
unsavoury little beast, called bug, was neither shy nor 
deficient in a])petite. 

The rortugueso seamen are famed for catching fish. One 
evening, under the lino, four sliarks made their appearance 
in the wake of the ves .-cl. The sailors caught them all. 
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Arrival at Cayenne. — Fliiniingo^. — < urlfW-, &<•. — VcccetcilJe proiluetion-? 

01 Ca\enue.— La Laljiielle. — O jlL of the Kook. — Chand (.ndpt-moULliu. 

— Suiinuni, — The Curyijtin. — Xew Ani^terdann — Scahinek, now 
George Town. — Frodiue of PonieraiM. — slavery. — A tiavi-lhr’s iieees- 
&ane> — "Walking liaretoot. — The he-'t < u'tuim-, — Huiinning-hinL. — 

(.’otin.ua. — Cani^>aner«), or Ik'll-hird — Toil' aii'', <>r ToiRaneti. — Jkak 
of the Toin'an — Lvainv.ence of tin. — The only mode of 

Iireseiving thi-ni, 

Ox the foui'teeiith day after leaving Ponianihueo, the sf.ci'mi 
brig cast anchor olf the of Cayeiuie. The entrance 

is beautiful. To viudward. not far oif. there are two bold 
■wooded islands, called tlie T'atlier and TIother; ain.l near 
them are others, their children, smaller, though a.s heautiful 
as their parents. Another is seen a long wav to leeward of 
the family, and seeing as if it had .“trayed from home, and 
cannot liiid its way hack, d'lie French call it “I’enfant 
perdu.” As you pass the islands, the stately hills on the 
main, oriiameuted with ever-veidant foliage, .show you that 
this is hy far the .^uhlimest .Sceiiei'.v on the sea-coa.st, Ifom 
the Amazons to the f>roono([UP. On casting your eye to- 
wards Dutch (hiinna, you will see that the mountains 
hecome micuimected, and few in number, and long before 
you reach .'Surinam tlie Atlantic wave washes a Hat and 
muddy shore. 

Considerably to windw.ird of C.iyenne, and about twelve Const, die 
leagues from land, stands a stately and towering rock, called 
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sE('.iM) the CoustaLIe. xis uutliiiig yi’ows oiiit to teiuih ^leedy and 
■loL i.M.Y. Qc,piiy2jo' ni.iu to (daim it as his own, the se.i-tVjwl rest and 
raise their oir-']iriiig there. The hird called tlie rrigate is 
ever soai iiig round its rugged suininit. Hither the ITiaeton 
heiids his ra|iid llight, and llucks of rosy ITamingos here 
defy the fowler’s cunning. All along the coast, opposite 
the (Joiistahde, and indeed on every uuenltivated part of it 
to windward and leeward, are seen innttmerahle C|uantities 
of duijw-vliite Egrets', Scarlet Curlews, ypoonhills, and 
Elaniingos. 

cot,,,,/,-/' (,'avenue is cajiahle of heiug a nohle and productive 
' ■ colony. ^Vt ]a'esciit it is thought to he the puore.st on the 

coast of Giiiaiiu. Its estates are too much separated one 
lioiit the other hy iiiiiueii.-e tuicts of forest; and the revo- 
lutionary War, like a cold eastern wind, has chilled their 
zeal and hlastcd their host expectations. 

The Clove-tree, the Ciiinainon, Popper and Xutmeg', and 
nianv otln-r choice spices and fruits of the eastern and 
^V'iatie n gioiis, produce ahuiidantiy in Cayenne. 

Ti,,- T'jVft . the town itself is jii'ettily laid out, and was once well 
foitilied. They tell you it niiglit easily liave heen defended 
against llie invading fui'ce of the two united nations; hut 
Motor llugues, its governor, onhred the tri-coloured Hag to 
he strucic : and ever .•'ince that day the standard of lhaganza 
has waved on the raiii])aits of Cayenne. 

0'' ,,Mw' Tie who ha.s row ived Inunili-atiuiis from the hand of this 
{■.n,', ,1,1, , haughty, irou-hoarted governor, may see him now in Cay- 
I'lini', strityied ot all his revolutionary honouis, hroken 
down and niiaed, and under arrest in his own house. lie 
has tour accum[jlished daughter.s, respected hy tlie whole 
town. Towards the close of day, cvlieu the sun’s rays are 
no longer oppressive, these inueh-])itied ladies are seen 
walking up and down the halconv with their aged parent, 
ti'Mng, hy their kind and lilial attention, to remove the 
settled gloom from his ton guilty hrow. 
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This was not the time for a traveller to enjoy Cayenne, sfj oxu 
The hospitality of tlie iiiliahitaiits the same a.s ever, T'' viin-e \. 
hut they had lost their wonted naietv in nublie, ami the T/r- l,i- 

- 1 1 ■ , ■ " ‘ , 1, h-ibihint,. 

stranger might read in their conntenanee^, as the recollec- 
tion of recent liuniiliatioiis and luiefortiuies every now and 
then keiit hreakiiig in upon tlieni, that they were still in 
sorrow for their fallen eonutry : the victorious liodile 
cannon of AVaterloo still soumk-d in their ears; their 
Emperor w.is a priTouer amongst the hideous rocks of St. 

Helena ; and many a Erencliiuan wlio had fought and hleel 
for riaiice was now amon.e-'t them, Leuuing for a little 
siqiport to prolong a life wlu'eh would he tVirlVited ou the 
parent soil. To add another liandlul to the cypre.s.s and 
wormwood already seattered amongst the.^e polite cohmi.'-ts, 
they had just received orders from the court of Janeiro to 
put on deep mourning for si.\: niontlis, and half-moiuning 
for as many mure, on account of the death of the i j'leen of 
I’ortugal. 

About a day’s jouriu.-.\‘ in the intmiov is the eclebrated 
national plantation. Tin's spot was judiciously chosen, for 
it is out of the reach of eiieuiie-s’ cruisers. It is called I. a 
Gahrielle. No plantation in the western yoiid can vie 
witlr La (lahiielle. Its sjiiees are of the choiee.'t kind; its 
soil particularly favourahle to them ; its arrangements 
beautiful; and its directeiir, Alon.sieur Alartin, a botanist 
of first-ifite abilitie.s. Tliis indefatigable naturali'-t ranged 
throu.gli the Ea.st. under a royal eommissiini, in (jue^t of 
botanical knowledge ; and during his stay in the we.^tern 
regions has sent o\ er to Europe froni tweiit.v to twenty- 
live thonsnnd specimens, in botany and zoology. La 
Gabrielle is on a f.tr-exleudiiig range nf woody hills. 

Figure to yourself a hill in tlie 'haiie of a bowl ico eised, 
with the Ijiiildinus on the top of it, and .vou will have an 
idea of the appi aranec of L,i Gabrielle. A ou apiiroaeh the 
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tlie clioicest trojiical fruit-trees, planteil ivitli the greatest 
care airl judgment ; and should you chance to stray through 
it, after sunset, vvlieii the clove-trees are in blossom, you 
would fancy yourself in the Idaliau groves, or near the 
hanks of the Xile, where they were burning the finest in- 
cense as the Queen of Ivgypt passed. 

l)u La Gahrielle there are tweiity-two thousand clove- 
trees ill full beai’ing. Tliey are planted thirty feet asunder- 
Their lower branches touch the ground. In general the 
trees are topped at five-aud-twenty feet high ; though you 
will see some heie towering up above sixty. The black 
pep[ier, the ciuuainon, and nutmeg are til.so in great abun- 
dance here, and r'ery productive. 

While the stranger views the spicy groves of La Gahrielle, 
and taste.s the most delicious fruits wliich have heeii orici- 

O 

iially inipurtcd hitlier Iroiii all ports of the tropical world, 
he will thank the government wliich has supported, and 
admire the talents of the gentleman who lias raised to its 
])resent grandeur, this noble collection of useful fruits. 
There is a large uursevy attached to La Gabrielle, where 
plants of all the diil'erent species are raised and distri- 
buted gratis to those colonists who wish to cultivate them. 

Xot fir from the banks of the river Oyapoc, to windward 
' of Cayenne, is a mountain whidi contains an imuiciise 
cavern. Here the Cock of the Lock is plentiful. He is 
aliout the size of a fautail pigeon, his colour a bright 
orange, and liis wing.s and tail appear as though fringed ; 
Ills head is ornaiueiited with a supeib double-feathery crest, 
edged with piurple. He passes the day amid gloomy damps 
and silence, and only issues out for food u short time at 
sunrise and sunset. He is of the gallinaceous tribe. The 
tsoutli-Aiiiericuu Spaniards call limi “ Clallo del itio Xegro,’’ 
fCock ot the Hlack Liver,; and suppose that he is only to 
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Eo met with in the vicinity of that far-inlaml stream ; Init srcnxD 
lie is common in the interior of ricmcrava, auiongst the 
huge rocks in the forests of Macoushia ; and he has been 
shot south of the line, in tlie captainship of Para. 

The hii’d called Ly Puffon Grand Gohe-mouche has never 
been found in Demerain, altliougli very common in (fayenne. 

He is not rpiite so large as llie jackdaw', and is entirely 
black, e.Kcept a large spot under the throat, cvhieh is a 
glossy purple. 

You may easily .sail from Cayenne to the river tsurinam 
in two days. Its capital, T’avainaviho, handsome, rich Tnrmivt- 
and po}adous : hitherto it has been considered by far the 
finest town in Guiana; but probably the time is not far 
off when the capital of Deinerara may claim the prize of 
suiieriurity. You may enter a creek above Paramaribo, 
and travel through the interior of Surinam, till you come 
to the iYicari, which is close to the large river Corvntin. 

Y^lien you liave pa«.'ed thi^ liver, there i.s a good public 
road to Yew Anisteidain, the caiiital of Perbice. 

On viewing Xew Amsterdam, it will immediatedy strike 
you that something or other has intervened to prevent its 
arriving at that state of wealth and con^erpteuce for which 
its original plan show.s it was once intended. What has 
caii.-ied this stop in its progress to the rank of a tine and 
populous city remains for those to find out who are inter- 
ested in it ; certain it is, that A’ew Ani=:terdam lias liecn 
languid for some year^. and iiow the tide of commerce 
seems eldjing fii.^t from tlie shores of Perbice. 

Gay and hloomiiig is the .'ister colony of Jtemcrara. D mn-ani. 
Perhaps, kind reader, thou ha A not forgot that it was from 
Stahroek, the capital of P>euierara, tlvat the adventurer ‘^et 
out, some years ago. to reach the Portuguese frontier fort, 
and collect the wourali-poison. It wa.s not intended, when 
this second sally was planned in England, to have visited 
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M l (iM) i'taFrook apain Fy llie ruuta liere jL-sciibail. The plan was 
have a.'Cenilc'il tlie ^\ma 7 iiiis ii'oiu Para and pot into the 
l;io Xeprn, and i'rom tliem-e to have returned towards the 
.siiiirce of the Esst^'H^uihij, in order to exiiniiue the crystal 
mountains^ and look once more for Lake I’aiima,, or the 
XVhite Sea ; hut on arriving at Cayenne, the current was 
running with sueli anuizino rapidity to leeward, that a 
I’catimner'e slotip, whieli had been beatiiiy n}> towards I’ara 
fur four Weeks, was then only half way. 1-inding.theretoie, 
that a heat to tin; Aiua/ons would he loii”, tedious, and 
even nm-ertain. and an are that the season for procuring 
birds in tine phiniape liad already set in, I left Cayenne in 
an Ainerie.in .sliip ica’ I’arainariho, went tiiiougli the in- 
terior to the Coryntin. stopped a few days in A’ew Ainstei- 
daiii, and jaoceedeil to Lieiiierara. It, peiitle reader, tliv 
]iatierice lie not alreaily worn ciiit, and thy eyes half (do.sed 
in slumher, by pertisinp tlie ‘.lull mlveutnres of this second 
sally, ]ierha]is tliou will pardon a line or two rn J )enierara ; 
and then We will retire to its Livesl.-, to collect and e-xamine 
the eeonomy of its iiiO't rare ami huatitiful birds, and give 
the wcnld a new mode of pre'Orviiip them. 

Si'll, n.J;. .Stahiuek, the eninl.d of Leinerara. has been rapidly 
increa.siiig ibr some \eai-s Inck; and if prosperity go hand 
in hand vilh the jiroeiit eiitmpiisiiig spirit, .'stubroek, ere 
long, v ill be of llie lirst Cohniial niusideration. It stands 
on the Oasteiii h.nik at the mouth of the 1 tmnerara, and 
enjoys all the advuntagi s tof the rerreshiiig sea-breeze ; the 
streets ;nv siiaeiuus, well bricked, and elevated, the trenehe.s 
clean, the hridpe.s exeelleut, and the laanes handsome. 
Almost every commodity and luxury of Loudon may he 
bought in the --hups at Siilii'oek; it.s maiket wants better 
regulations. The hotels are commodious, clean, and well 
attended. I)em(‘rara boasts as fine and well-disciplined 
militia as aiiv culonv in the westenai world. 
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The coui’t of justice, -R'liere, in tiiin-s of old, the hiudeee slco^-d 
teas easily removed from tlie eyes of the yoddess, and her ' 

scales tlirowii out of crnulihriiiiii, iiowrise^ in diynitv under 

V 1 C'. m 

the firmness, talents, and nrhanitv of INfr. President I^ouyli. 

The plantations have an appearance of liiyli cultivation ; 7’* ’ /7en- 
a tolerahlo idea may be foimed of their value vheii you ' 
know that last year lleinerara numbered seventy-two 
thousand nine hundred and niuety-niue slaves. They 
made above forty-four million pounds of sugar, near two 
niillioii gallons of rum, above eleven inilliou pounds of 
coffee, and throe million eight hundred and nineteen 
thousand live Imiidred and twelve pouu<ls of cottoii ; the 
receipt into the public clie.st was live liundred, and lil'ty- 
tliree thousand nine hundred and lifty-si.v guilders ; the 
public e\penditure, I'our hundred and lifty-ono thousand 
si.v hundred and three guilder.s. 

Slavery can never In- defended; lie whose lietrt is not Shivr'i. 
of iron eaii never wish to he able to defeitil it ; while he 
lieaves a sigh for tlie poor negio in cajilivity, he wishes 
from his soul that the tratlic had been stilled iu its larth j 
hut, uiil'oi'tiuiately, the goverumeiits of Kurope nourished 
it, and now that tliey are exeithig theia-elves to do away 
the evil, and ensure liberty to the sons of Alrica, the situa- 
tion of the plantation slaves is dejiictcil as truly di‘]iIorahIe, 
and their condition wretched. It is not so. A liritoii’.s 
heart, yiroverliiully kind and generous, is not changed 
by climate, or its streams of eompas.sion dried up by tlie 
scorching lieat of a Demerara sun ; he cheers his negroes 
in lahuiir, euuil'urts tliein in sickiu-ss, i.s kind to them iuuld 
age, and never forgets lluit they are Ids lellow-cre.itures. 

Instances of cruelty and dei'ravitv certamly occur liere as 
well as all the world ovei- ; Imt tlie edicts of tlie eoloiiial 
government are Avell calculated to prevent them; and the 
British planter, e.vcejit here and there one, feels fur the 
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sKroxn wroiiLi'? done to a poor ill-tivateil -rlave, and sliow? that his 
jorRNEY. gpJeves I'.n' him by causiiie immediate redress, and 

preventing- a repetition. 

Long iiiao’ 3'e tlouri-rh, peaceful and liberal inhrdoitants of 
LL-inerara ! Your doors are over open to harbour the liar- 
bou^le':^s ; your pruses never shut to the vants of tlio 
distressed: inaary a ruined fugitive from the Oroonorpte 
u ill blo'.s your kindness to him in the hour of need, udien 
dying from the -u-ues of eivil discord, without food or 
raiment, lie hogged for .shelter iiuderiieath your roof. The 
poor sufferer in Tiinidad, u lu> lost his all ill tlie devouring 
tiaines, will ri nieniher your charity to his latest iiionients. 
The traveller, as lie leaver your port, casts a longing, linger- 
ing look hehind ; your attentions, your hospitality, your 
pleasantry and mirth, aie uppeunost in his thoughts : 
your prcisperity i.s close to his heait. Let us now, gentle 
reader, retire from the l.ui-y scenes of man, and journey on 
tfiwards tlie wild.s in cjiie^t <.d' the feathered tribe. 

Leac'e bcddiid yoti your high-seasuueddir^lies, your wine? 
and your delicacie.s ; carry notliing hut u hat is necessary 
for your own conifoi-t and the ohject in view, and depend 
upon the skill cif iin Indian, or yoiir own, for fish and game. 
A sheet, about twelve feet Lmg, ten wide, painted, and with 
looii-lioles on eardi side, will lie of great sm-vice; in a few 
minutes YOU can .sii.spend it hetwi.vr two trees in the shape 
of a roof. T'uiler thi.s, in your haniiuoek, you may dely 
the pelting shower, and sleep lieedle.ss of the dews of night. 
A liat, a shirt, and a light pair of tiousers, will be all the 
raiment you rerptirc. Cu-tom will sonii teaeli you to tread 
lightly and liandbot on the little iiieipialilies of the ground, 
and show you how toj-as^ on, iniwouudeJ, amid tlie maulliug 
briers. 

e-iiakes in tlie.-e wilds are certainly an amioyaiieo, tlioiigli 
perhaps more in imagination than reality ; for you nui.st 
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ivcullect that tlie SM'jient is never the lii^t to otl'einl ; 
his poisonous faiict was not ;4iveu him for ccnipiest ■. lie 
never indicts a mound with it but to defend existence. 
Truvided you walk cautiously, and do not ah.soliitely tonc-h 
him, you may pass in safety close Ijy him. A.s he is often 
coiled up on the ground, and amongst the hranehe.s of the 
trees above you, a degree of circnin.spectioii is neees.'arv, 
lest you unwarily distiirli him. 

Tigers ;tre too few, and too apt to fly Ijcfure the noble 
face of man, to recjuire a moment of your attention. 

The bite of the mo.st no.xions of the imsects, at the very 
worst, only causes a transient fever, with a degree of pain 
more or less. 

Birds in general, with few exceptions, are not common in 
the very remote parts of tlie forest. The sides of rivers, 
lakes, and creeks, the bordeis of savannas, the old ahaiidoneil 
habitations of Indians and woodcutters, seem to he their 
favourite haunts. 

Though least in size, tin; glittering mantle of the llumining- 
bird entitles it to the first place in the list of the birds of 
the new world. It may truly he called the Bird of Paradise ; 
and had it existed in the old world, it would have chiimed 
the title instead of the liivil whicli has now the honour to 
hear it . — see it darting through the air almost as ipiiek as 
thought ! — now it is within a yard of your face !— in an 
instant gone ! — now it flutters from flower to flower to sip 
the silver dew — it is now a ruhv — now a topaz — now an 
emerald — now all hni-uished gohl ! It would be arrogant 
to jireteiid to describe tliis winged gem of ii.iiuro after 
Bn tl oils elegaiit desciiption of it. 

Ua veiine and Demerara produce the mine hiimmiiig-hirds. 
Perhaps yon would wish to know something of their 
haunts, ('liiellyin tin; months of Jidv and Aactust the 
tree called ISois IiiiniorLcl. very roinmnn in Demerara. heais 
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-IS ONii u'l uimliiui'e ol rc'l lilossom, wliieli stays uii tlie tree soiue 
’L'll'i.'' weeks; then it is that most of the ditterent species of 
huiiuniira-hinls are very pleutiful. The vild red sa^o is 
al'O tlieir I'avonrite shrnh, and they Imzz like hees round 
the hlo'Soia ol the wallaha-tree. Iirlegd, there is scarce a 
Hcicver m tlie interior, or on the .sr-a-coast, hut what receives 
frecineiit visits from one or other of the siiecies. 

On enterincr the forests, on the rising laud in the interior, 
the Line and green, the smallest brown, no higg-er than the 
humhlehee. with two loi;g feathers in the tail, and the little 
hakod-tuil puv]ilo-thro,itcd humming-birds, glitter hefum 
ycai in evc-i -changing attitudes. One specie.s alone never 
shows hi- heanty to the- -un ; and were it not for his lovely 
'hilling eolour.s, you might rdinost he tempted to class liiiii 
with the goatsuckers on account ut Lis habits. He is the 
Irirge-t of all the hnmming'-hii’ds, and is all red and changing 
gold green, e.xci pt tlie head, which is black. He has two 
long feather- in the tail, whieh ernss each other, and these 
have g lined him the name of Ixarahimiii, or Ara hnmming- 
I'ivd, from tie- Indians. You never find him on the 
seii-ciiast. or where tlie river is -alt, or in the heart of the 
foie-t, uiile-s fresh water he there. lie keeps clo.se by the 
side ef wofidy fresli-watcr rivers and dark and lonelv 
creeks. He leaves his retreat before sunrise lo feed on the 
insects ovi-r the water; he returns to it as soon as the sunk 
ras - cause a glare of light, i.s .sedentary all day long, and 
I eiiics eut again for a .short time after sunset. He hnilds 
hi- nc'l on a tuig over the water in the inifrei|nented 
I iveps ; it loiika hie' tanncif cow -leather. 

As yiiu advance towanls the mount, sins of Ileuievara. 
ellhU' .'peries (»f liumiiiiiig- birds pii'eseiit thmiiselvi^s before 
veil. It Seems to he all ciTonc'ous iipinioii that the hiiiu- 
miiig-l'iid lives entirely on honey-dew. Almo,-t es'erv 
ilower ef the tiepie.il climate ceiitains insects of one kind 
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or otlier ; now, tlie liiiiumiug-Lird is most busy aiiout the M-rosn 
flo\Yer,s aa hour or two after sunrise ami after a sllo^^-el■ of 
rain, and it is jimt at this time that tlie insect-^ come out to 
tliG edge ijf the tiower in order that the sun's rays niav 
dry the iioctunial dev,' and rain which they have received. 

On opening the stoniach of tlie Iniuiniing-bird, dead iiiseels 
are aIino.st alway.s found theie. 

Xext to the humming-birds, the Cutingas display the 77,, 
gayest plumage. They are of the order of I’asseie.s. and 
you niunber tive .s[ieeies l)et\vixt the sea-coa-t and the rock 
Sal la, T’eihaps the Scarlet Ootinga is the richest of the li\ e, 
and is one of tho'e, birds vliudi are found in tlm deepC't 
recesses of the lorest. Ili.s eiov. n is iLiuiiug red ; to this 
abruptly succeeds a daik .sliiniiig briiwn, rea.cimig h.ilf vay 
ih.iwii the liaek : tlie remainder of the- back, the rum]), and 
tail, tlie extremity of whiel' is edged vith black, are a 
li 7 ely red; tlie belly is a si.miewhct liuhtcr I'-d; tin? bu-aU 
reddish black; the vings broViii. He ha- ui.> -.iiiu', soli- 
tary, ami utters a nmueiteiUMUs whi-tle which -uuud^ like 
■■ guet, ’ lie is fond of the seei.ls of the liiliu-tree, aiiil 
those of the siloabali and bastard-silc.iabali trees, whicli 
ripen in llecenibcr, and emitinue on Uii? tree- fur abuve two 
ruonths. He is found througlaaut the year in I leiiierava ; 
stdl nothing is known ol liis ineubali)m. The Indians all 
agree in telling vou tluit thev have never ^eeii Id- ne-t. 

The l'iuple-lr!ea-ted C.'oting.i ha- the throat and lueast of 
a deep pui'])le, tlie wing- and tail black, and all the rest ot /-• -•'■a 
the body a most lovely -hiniue, blue. 

The rutgile-thruated (. otiiiga has black wine,- and tail, 
and e'cei-y other part a light anil L;lo--y l,lue, save the 
thi'oal. vliieh i- puvjilo. 

The ronpifidour (.'otinga i- eiitiivlv pur]i!e. oxeejil hi- t'/,, r 
wings, whii h are white, their four tirst fe.itlier- tip[ied with /- y ' 
brown. The great eovert- i.if the viug- are -till', narrow, 
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and pointed, being shaped rpiite diftereiit from those of any 
other bird. Wlren yon are betwixt this bird and the snii 
in his flight, he a^jpears uncommonly brilliant. He makes 
a hoarse noise, which sounds like “• Wallababa.'’ Hence 
his name amongst the Indians. 

None of these three cotiugashave a .song. They feed on 
the hitia, siloabali, and bastard-.siloabali seeds, the wild 
guava, the fig, and other fruit tree.s of the forest. They 
are easily shot in these tree.s during the months of Decem- 
ber, danuar}', and jsart of i’ebruary. The greater part of 
them disappear after this, and probably retire far away to 
breed. Their ne.sts have never been found in Demerara. 

The filth species i.s tlie celebrated Campanero of the 
Spaniards, culled Dara by the Indians, and Bell-hird by the 
English. He is ahoid the size of the jar'. Hi.s plumage is 
white as snow. (In Ids forehead rises a spiral tube nearly 
three inches long. It is jet black, dotted all over with 
small white feathers. It has a cominnnicatiou with the 
palate, and wlien filled wiili air, looks like a spire ; when 
empty, it hecoines pendulous. His note is loud and clear, 
like the seund of a hell, and may be heard at the distance 
of three miles. In the muht of these extensive wikh^ 
generally on the dried top of an aged niora, almost out 
of gun reach, you will see the canpianern, Xo sound or 
song from any of the winged iidiabitants of tiie forest, not 
even the clearly pronounced “ '\Vhi[)-})Oor-Will,'’ fiom the 
goat.>uckei’, cause sucli astonishment as the toll of the 
cam[iancro. 

ith many of Hie feathered race, he pays the common 
tiibute of a morning and an evening song; and even when 
the meridian sun ha.s sliuf in silence the mouths nf almost 
the whole' of animated nature, the cam[ianci'o .still cheers 
the hjrcst. \ on hear his toll, and tlien a pause for a 
minute, tlis-ii another toll, and then a paiiec again, and 
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then a toll, and again a pan^e. Then lie i;; silent for f-ix or 
eight iiiiiiiites, and then another toll, and so on. Acteon 
woidd stop in mid cliace, Alaria wordd elefer her evening 
Song, and Orpheus himself would drop his lute to listen to 
hill), so sweet, so novel, and romantic is the toll of the 
pretty snow-white campanero. He is never seen to feed 
with tile other cotingas. nor is it known in what part of 
Guiana he makes his nest. 

AVhile the cotingas attract your attention hy their 
superior plumage, the singular form of the Toucan makes 
a lasting impression on your iiiemury. There are three 
species of toucans in Demerara, and three diminutives, 
wdiich may he called Toucanets. The largest of the first 
species frerpients the mangrove-trees on the .sea-cuast. He 
is never seen in the interior till you reach Alacoushin, 
where he is found in the neighhourhood of the river 
Tacatou. The other twn species are very common. They 
feed entirely on the fruit.s of the fore.st, and though of the 
pie kind, never kill the young of other birds or touch 
carrion. The larger is called Ilonradi hy the Indians, 
(which means Xose,) the other, Scirou. They seem partial 
to each other’s coiuiiaiiy, and often resort to the same feed- 
ing tree, and retire togutlier to the same shady noon-day 
retreat. They are very noisy in rainy ■weather at all hours 
of the day, and in fair weather, at morn and eve. The 
sound which the houradi makes is like the clear yelping of 
a puppy dog, ami you fancy he says “ I’ia-po-o-eo,” and thus 
the youth American S]'aniards call him I’iaiicco. 

All the toucanets feed on the same trees on ■which the 
toucan feed.s, and every i-pecies of this family of enormous 
bill, lays its eggs in the hollow tree.s. They are social, hut 
not giegarious. A'ou may sometimes see eight or ten in 
company, and from thm you wo'ald .siqipo^e they are gre- 
gaiiou.s ; hut, upon a i lo-er e.xamiuatioii, you will lim! it 


]sl 


,<r;i;oND 

OL-llNEY. 


The 

Toin'im. 



WAXDERIXOS IX SOrTII AMERICA. 




'ECONI' 
Jori.N! Y. 


I;--, rl.'ipi 


the lAV 


lias only licon a uiuuer pailv, Ydiica Ereak-^ up eiuiI dis- 
yier^es toavaiaU looAuiu-tnue. 

\"oii Yvill Le at a to coiyoctuve nar YYiiai ends uaturo 
has ov(nloaued the liea'l oi this him with ?.nch an enoi- 
iiiou' liill. It cannot he foi tlie oheinuo, uS it has uo need 
to wa,ae tvar tvilli any ot the tiihes oi aniriiated nature; 
for its ihod i" fruit and ^ecus, uud tho'e are in .siipc-rabun- 
(laiice throti;eiiout Tiie trhole year in the vtliere the 

toucan i-r IhiinJ. It can iiarillyiie thr the detensive, as the 
toucan i' pnoved njton hy no bird in .''outh America^ and 
Wine it obliged to be at war, the texture ol the bill i? ill 
adiipiiC'd to yive ox receive bhjws, as you will see in di.sscct- 
iuu' it. It cannot b..- fi,.v any piaiticuiar [uoiectiuii to the 
touuue, as the tonpuo is a picntect foathcr. 

The tlie,lit of the toucan i- by jerks; in the action of 
Hyiny it .seems ijicominoded liy thi^ huuo di'>propijrtioned 
leature, au'l tlie la-ad seevm as if bowc-d down to the earth 
by it auaiim its will ; il' the extiaordinayv furrn and si/e of 
the bill expiose tlie toucan to ridicule, its colours make it 
•j ameiid.s. Ydere a ^]'ieciineu of each .s]‘ipcic's of the toucan 
pirc-onteil to yon, you wiuild piciuouuce tlie bill of the 
boui'adi the luo't rich and beautiful ; on tiie ridye of the 
upyiei' niuiidi’ole a Iro.iuil stiipe of nxo.^t lovely yellow ex- 
tends from till- la-ad to the pioiut ; a suipa of the same 
brcudtli, tiioiigli .--omewliat deeper yellow, falls from it -at 
riylit aiiples next tiae head down to the eiiae of the man- 
dible : then follows a black ''Lii[ie, half ;u broad, falliiiL; at 
lipid aiiples li-oiri llie rifio-. and runiiiiip narrower alonp the 
efi_i- to within half an inch of tlic point. I'hc rest of the 
maiidi'ole i' .a tleeji bi'i-Ait led. The low.-r luaialilJe lim iio 
yellow, il- black and red are di^tribiitod in the saino 
natiine-r a-> on the niiper one, with thi- dilferenee, that 
there It black about au inch from the pioint. The strioe 
corresp.olidiiip to the deep yellow iuipie ou Uaj u)>]W'r 
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mandible ia sk}' blue. It is worthy of remark that all ti tom. 
these brilliant eulours of the bill arc to be Ibunu iu the 
plumage of the body, and the bare skin round the eye. 

All these colours, except the Idue, are iuherout in the 
horn ; that part tvluLdi appears blue is iu reality transpar- 
ent white, and receives its colour iruin a thin piece of blue 
skin inside. This supierb bill fades in death, and in three 
or four days’ time has quite lost its oiigiual colour.s. 

Till within these few years, no idea of the true colouis 
of the bill could bo formed from the stuH'ed toneaiis Inoiiulit 
to Europe. About eight years ago, while eating a boiled 
toucan, the thought .struck mo that tlie coloitrs in the bill 
of a preserved speeiiuen might be kept as bright as those 
in life. A .series of expcriuieuts proved rhis beyond a soa. ^ . 
doubt. If you take your penknife and cut away the I'Oi I' 
of the upper mandible, you will tind that the space hetwixt 
it and the outer .shell contains a large eolLriioii of veins, 
and small osseous libres running in all directions tlirongli 
the whole extent of the bill, blear away all these with 
your knife, and you will conio to a substance ua.ire jinn 
than skin, but of iKjt ,so strong a texture as the horn itself ; 
cut thi.s away also, and hehind it i.s discovered a thin and 
tenclei’ membrane ; yellow, Avhere it has touched the yel- 
low part of the horn; blue, where it has touelicd the red 
part, and black towards tlie edge and point; v.heii dried, 
this thin and tender rneinbrane becoine.s nearly black ; as 
soon as it i.s cut away, nothin^' remain.s but the outer hurn, 
red and yellow, and new become traiisjiaivnt ; the under 
mandible must undergo the same operation, (in at care 
must be taken, and the knife used very eaiitiou,'.dy when 
you are cutting through the dilfereiil parts close to where 
the hill joins on to the head; if Voii cut uwav too mucli, 
the hill drops ulf ; if you press loo hard, the knife coiues 
through th..‘ horn ; if you leave to" great a [lortioii of the 
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iiieiuljiviue, it apinj.ux tliruuyli the horn, aiul liy hecomiu^^ 
dried, makcA the hum appear black aleu, uud 
lius a bad effect ; judLinient, cautioii, skill, and p)ractiei‘, 
ttill ensure sncci-ss. 

You liave iiou' cleared the bill of all those bodies whicli 
aie tlic eau^c ot its apparent fading ; for, as has been said 
before, these bodies dij in death, and become quite di.s- 
coloured, and appear sc) through the horn ; and reviewing 
the bill in this state, von conclude that its former bright 
colours are lost. 

■'something still remains to be done. You have ren- 
dered the bdl tran.spareiit by tlie operation, and that 
traiisfiarency must be done away to make it appear per- 
fectly natural. Pound some clean chalk, and give it 
enougli -water till it be of tlie con.sistency of tar; add a 
proj'orti’in of gum-aral'ic to make it adhe.sive; tlieu take a 
camel-liair bru.sli, and give the inside of both mandibles a 
coat: apply a second wlieii tlie lir^t is dry, then another, 
and a fourth to finish all. The gum-arabic will prevent 
the chalk from cracking and fdling otf. If you reniemher, 
there is a little .space of trau.spareut white in the lower 
mandible, vhicli originally aiipeared bine, but which be- 
came transparent white as soon as the thin piece of blue 
.skin was cut away; this must be painted blue inside. 
W hen nil this is completed, the bill will please yon ; it 
wdl appear in its original colours, rrobably your own 
abilities will suegest a cleverer mode of operating than 
the one here described. A .small gouge would assist the 
penknife, and render the operation less difficult. 
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Till-' Houtuu. — Cui'imw Il.tl'it '•f triiarmiin the tail and tlathr'i'i— it' li.il'it', 
— The Guianan Jay. — The Bodor.i. — .''Iii;lit attai linient id tlie iV.itliei', 
— The Cuia. — TU*o-1iird'. — t'.i'eiijiie^ — tliiir halet of mix kerv.- ■ 
I'enduloU'i nthti. — Oreo.inous lie->tiii” of dillei'i lit 'pti ies. — ^Vuud- 
jieekei's of Ariieiiea and Eiighmd. — Kniydi'liei — Jai.iiiuirs and tin ir 
lh--eiiti.hiiiy habits. — Tioupiales and tln-ir soiiiix — Tanoaivis. — Mani- 
kins. — Tiger-liii-fls. — Vawar.ii iii. — .\nt Tlirii'ln-'. — Tari-ot of the Sun. 
— AiM', or Maeaivi. — Bitterns. — Kyo t, llerom-, ete. — rio.it'in kui.'. - 
Wliip-poor-M'ill. — SupeistitioU'. — Tin.iniou'. — IVmis and .Muioiidi — 
Honied .Seieiiiiier. — Tiiiin peter. — Kino Vulture. — Aiihinga. — ihiiiyei 
of tidvel. — G'liartan ague. 

]’hc Houtuu ranks liioh iu l.ieauty ainuiigst the hinls ot 
Demcrara — lii.s whole body i.s yroeii, with a bluish ca.st iu 
the wings and tail; his crown, wliich ]ieerect.s at pleasure, 
consists of black in the centre, surrounded with lovely blue 
of two ditferent shades : lie has a tiiangular black sjiot, 
edged with blue, behind the eye exteiidiiiu to the ear; and 
on his breast asalile tuft, consisting of nine feathers edged 
also with blue. This bird seems to suppo.se that its beauty 
can be increased by trimming the tail, wliicli undergoes the 
same operation as our hair in a barber's .shop, only with 
this ditierence. that it uses its own beak, which is serrated, 
iu lieu of a pair of scissors ; as soon as his tail is full 
grown, he begins about aii inch from the e.'ctremity of the 
two longest feathers in it, and euts away the web nil both 
.^ide.s of the sliafr. making a gap about an inch hdig: bnih 
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male and female Adoiiise their taiE in tlii^ manner, tvlucli 
gives them a remarkalile ap}iearaiice amongst all other birds. 
“Wliile t\'e eoiisider the tail of the houtuu Ijleuiisheil and 
defective, t\’ere he to come amongst ns, he would probalily 
consider our heads, cropped and bald, in no better light, 
lie who wi.shes to ob.serve this handsome 1 lird in his uati\'e 
haunts, must be in tlie forest at the moriiiiig's dawn. The 
lioutou shuns the society of man : the plantations and 
cultivated }>arts are too much disturbed to engage it to 
settle there ; the thich and gloomy forests are the places 
preferred by the solitary houtou. In those far-extending 
wilds, about daybreak, you hear him articulate, in a dis- 
tinct and mournful tone, " Houtou, lioutou.” INIove cautious 
on to wliere tlie sound proceeds from, and you will see him 
sittin." in tlic underwood, aliout a coa}Io of yards from the 
.ground, his tail moving u]> and down every time he articu- 
lates “ houtou.’’ He lives on insects and the berries amongst 
the underwood, and very rarely is seen in the lofty trees, 
except the hasiard-siluahali tree, the Ifuit of which is grate- 
ful to him. He makes uo nest, hut rears his young in a 
hole in the sand, generally on the .side of a hill. 

dVhile in quest of the houtou, you will now and then 
full ill with the Jay of tUiiaiia, called by the Indians 
Ibibiruu. Its foreliead is black, the rest of the head wdiite ; 
the tliroat and brea.st like the Eiigliah mag[)ie : about an 
iiudi of the extremity of the tail is white, the other part of 
it, together with tlie liack and wings, a greyish changing 
purple ; the belly is w bite ; there arc .geiieudly six or eight 
of them in company; they are .shy and garrulous, and tarry 
a very short time in one place; they are never seen in the 
cultivated parts. 

Tlirougli tlie whole e.xtent of the forest, chiefly from 
sunrise till nine o’elocdv in the moniing, you hear a sound 
of Abiw, wow, wow, wow.’’ This is the bird called Boclora 
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liy the Indian'. It is smaller than the common pineon, and 
seems, in some measure, to partake of its nature ; its head 
and breast are hlue ; the hack and rump somewhat resemble 
the Colour on the peacock’s neck ; its belly is a bright 3 'el- 
low ; tlie legs are so veiy short that it ahva^'s a})pears as if 
sitting on the branclr ; it is as ill-adapted for walking as the 
swallow ; its neck, for above an inch all round, is quite bare 
of feathei'.s, but tins dcficieucc' is not seen, for it always sits 
with its head drawn in upon its shoulders ; it sometimes 
feeds witli the coiiugas on the guava and hitia trees ; but 
its chief nutriment seems to be insects, and, like most birds 
which follow this pu'C}’, its chaps are well armed with 
bristles : it is found iu Demeiara at all times of the j'ear, 
and makes a nest resembling that of the stock-dove. Tliis 
biid never takes long llig])ts, and when it crosses a river or 
creek it goes Iw long jerks. 

The hocloia is veiy uu.strspicious, appearing quite heed- 
less of danger ; the report of a gun within twenty yards 
will not cause it to leave the branch on which it is sitting, 
and 3'ou may often approach it so near as almost to touch 
It with the end of your bow. I’erliaps there is no bird 
known whose feathers are so slightly fixed to the skin as 
those of the boclora After shooting it, if it touch a branch 
ill its de.sceiit, or if it drop on hard ground, whole heajis of 
leathers fall off ; on this account it is extremelj' hard to 
procure a specimen for preservation. As .soon as the skin 
is diy in the preserved .S})eeimeii, the feathers become as 
well fixed as those in aiy other bird. 

Another species, larger than the boclora, attracts much 
of 3'our notice in tliese wilds; it is called Cuiu bv tlio 
Indians, from tlie snund of its voice; its habits are the 
same as tho'e of the boclora, but its colours dili'erent ; its 
head, Lreast, back, aud rump, are a shining, changing green : 
its tail not (piite so bright; a black bar runs across the 
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tciil towards tire uxtroiiiiiy, and tbe outsido leai’ntio aie 
partly white, us in the hoelora ; its hclly is eiitiielv \or- 
iiiilion, a har cd’ white separating it ti'oni the green on the 
hreust. 

There are diniimttives of both these birds; they have 
the same habits, with ;i somewhat clitferent xilumage, and 
abont half the size. Arrayed from head to tad in a robe 
of rieliest sable hue, the I'ird called riice-bird loves s^iots 
cultivated by the haiiel of man. The wooclentter s housi> 
nn the hills in the interim, and the jdauter's habitation on 
the sea-coast, erpially attract this .-ongless species of the 
order of pie, x-rovided the Indian corn lie rix'e there. He 
is nrariy of the jackdaw's size, and makes his nest far 
away from tlie liaunts of man ; he may truly be called a 
blackbird: independent of his phiniage, his Vieak, inside 
and nut, his lous. Ids toes, and claws are jet black. 

IMaiikind, by clearing tiie ground, and sowing a variet\- 
of seeds, induces many kinds of birds to leave their native 
haunts and conie and settle near Iiim ; their little dejii'e- 
dalious on his seeds and fruits xirove that it is the X'ropeity, 
and not the proxirietor, wliich has the attractions. 

One liird. however, in Demerara is not actuated by selli.sh 
■ motives: this is the Ca-S-shpie ; in size, he is larger than the 
starling : he courts the .society of man, but disdain.s to live 
liy Lis labours. AVhen nature calls for siix>port. he repairs 
to the neighbiiui'iiig forest, and there partakes of the store 
of ii'iiits and soed.s wliich --he has produced in aluiiulance 
I'oi her aerial tiihe.s. 'Wlien liis rigiast is over, he returns 
to man. and ]iay- the little trihute which he owes Idm for his 
jiioteetioii ; lie takes Ids .stai ion on a ti'i e close to his house ; 
and there J'nr hours louethcr, X"'nrs Ibrth a succession of 
imitative notes, lli^ own song is sweet, but vciv short. 
]f a loiir.iii bi‘ ycljiiue in the neighbourhood lie drojis it, 
and iimiate^ him. Thai le will amuse Ids xa'otei tor with 
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the ciies of the diti'ereut .species of the woodpecker : and 
M'heii the sheep hleat, he '«ill distinctly answer them. 
Then comes his own sons; again ; and if a puppy-doe', or a 
Guinea-foul iiiterriipt huu, he takes them off adniiralily, 
and by his dilloreiit gestures tluiing the time, you would 
conclude that he enjoys the sport. 

The cassi(|ue is gregarious, and imitates any .sound he 
hears with such e.Kactuess, that he goes by no other name 
than that of 31ocking-bird amongst tlie colonist.s. 

At breeding time, a number of these pretty choristers 
resort to a ta.'e near tlie planter's house, and from its out- 
side branches weave tlieir pendulous nests. tSo conscious 
do they seem that they never give offence, and so little 
•suspicious are they of receiving any injury from man, that 
they will choose a tree within forty yards from his house, 
and occupy the hraiiches so low down, tliat he may peep 
into the nests. A tree in Waratilla creek altords a proof 
of this. 

Tlie propi.utioii', of tlie cassiipie are so Hue. that he may 
he said to he a model of symmetry in ornitliology. On 
each wing he ha^ a Ijiiglit yellow spot, and his rump, belly, 
and half the tail, are of the same colour. All the rest of 
the hody is hlack. His ln'uk is the colour of suljliur, hut 
it fades ill death, and reipiires the same u['eraliou as the 
bill of the toucan to make it keep its colours. Up tlu' 
rivers, in the interior, there is another cassique, nearly the 
same size, and of the same luihits, tliough not gifted with 
its powers of imitation. Except in breeding time you will 
see hundreds of them retiring ti> roO't. amongst the nioea- 
iiio(.a-trees and low shrnhs on the banks of the Demerar.i, 
after von pass the lirst i-land. They are not common on 
the sea-eoa-'t. d’he rump of this ca-sique is a. tlaming scar- 
let. All tile iV't of the body i" a rieli glo'-sy black. His 
bill is sulphur ciihiur. You may often see uumher- of this 
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bpecies weaving their pendulous nests on one side of a tree, 
svliile numhers of the other species are Lusy iii forming 
theirs on the opposite side of the same tree. Though such 
near iieighhours, the females are iiev'er observed to kick up 
a row, or ccjme tc. hhjws ! 

Another .species of casshpie, as large as a crow, is very 
common in tlie plantations. In tlie morning, he generally 
rejiaiis to a large tree, and there, with his tail spread over 
liis liaek, and shaking his lowered wings, he^irodtiees notes, 
which though they cannot be said to amouut to a song, still 
liave .something very sweet and pleasing in them. lie 
Jiiake.s his nest in the .same form as the other cassirpies. 
It is above four feet long ; and when you pass under the 
tree, which often eoiitaiii'i lifty or sixty of them, you ciin- 
not help stoppling to adiniio tliem as they wave to and fro, 
the s]iort of every storm and hreeze. The rump is chest- 
nut ; tell feathers of tlie tail are a fine yellow, the reinaiiiiiig 
two, which are the middle ones, are black', and an inch 
sliorter than the others. IIis hill is .sulphur coluur ; all 
the lest of the body black, with liere and there .shades of 
hrown, He lias five or six long iiariow black feathers on 
the h.iek of his head, which he erects at ]ileasure. 

There is oiir more spiecic'S of cassicpie in Demeram, 
wliieli always jirefers the forests to the enltivated piarts. 
His ecunomy is the same as that of the other cassiipies. 
He is rather smaller than tho last desriilied bird. His 
body is givi-ni-h. and his tail and rumpi pailer than those of 
the former. Ihdf of his heak is red. 

\ ou wmild nut be long in the forest.s of Hemeiara with- 
out iiutieing tho Woodpieekers. "\'ou meet with them (i.'eil- 
iiig at all hauls at tlie day. Well may they do .so. d\'ere 
they to Ibllaw the exampile (.if most of the other liiul.s, and 
only feed in the nu.iruiiig and evening, they would he often 
oil short allowance, Im- they .sometimes liave to labuur 
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three or four hours at the tree before they get to their food. ^L. unu 
The sound u hich the largest kind makes in hainniering 
against the Ijark of the tree, is so loud, that you would 
never suppose it to proceed from the efforts of a bird. You 
would take it to be the woodman, with his axe, trying by a 
sturdy blow, often repeated, whether the tree were sound or 
not. There are fourteen spec-ie.s here ; the largest the size 
of a magpie, the smallest no bigger than the wren. They 
are all beautiful ; and the greater part of them have their 
lieads ornamented with a tine crest, movable at pleasure. 

It is said, if you once give a dog a bad name, whether 
innocent or guilty, he never loses it. It .sticks close to 
him wherever lie goes, lie has many a kick and many 
a hlow to bear on account of it; and lliere is nol.iody to 
staml up for him, Tlic woodpecker is little better off. 

The proprietors of woods, in Europe, have long accused 
him of injuring their tiniher, hy boring holes in it, and 
letting in the water, -uliieh soon rots it. The colonists in 
jVmerica have the same eomplaint against him. Had he 
the power of speech, Avhieh <.)vid’s birds jiossessed in davs 
of yore, he Coidd soon make a defence. “Alighlylord of 
the woods," he would say to man, “ why do you wrongfully 
accuse me ' wiry do you hunt me up and down to death 
for au imaginary offence i 1 have never spoiled a leaf of 
your property, much less your wood. Your merciless shot 
strikes me, at the very time I am doing you a service, 
lint your shortsigliteduess will not let you soc it. or your 
puide is above examining closely the actii'us of so insignifi- 
eant a little bird as I am. If lliere lie that spiark of feeling 
in vour breast wliieli they say man possesses, or ought to 
piossess, above all other aiiimals, do a jjoor injured creature 
a little kindness, and wateh me in your woods only for one 
day. I never wound your healthy trees. I should perish 
for want in the attempt. The sound bark would ea-'dv 
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tlie force of iiiv lull : ainl -weie 1 even to iiien e 
tlironyh it, tliciv ■would Re iiotliiiiu' inside that 1 could 
fancy, nr uiy stomach digest. I often vi-it them, it i.s 
true, hut a knock or tAvo convinces me that I mn-it go else- 
Avhere for .‘5ii]iport ; and Avere Ton to listen attentively to 
the Sound which my hill caiise.s, you AA'Ould knoAV AA'hether 
1 am upon a healthy or an unhealthy tree. "Wood and 
leak are not my food. I liA'e entirely upon the insects 
Avliicli hav(‘ already formed a lodgement in the distempered 
tree. A\'hen tlie sound inform.s me that my prey is there, 

I lahcuir lor hours together till I get at it ; and by consum- 
ing it. for my OAvn .snpipoit, I lu'cvent its further depreda- 
tions in that ]iart. Thus I discover for yitu your hidden 
and nnsnspected foe, Aihicli has been devouring your Avood 
in such seciecy, tliat you had not the least su.spicioii itAvas 
there. Tlic hole A\hich I make in order to get at the per- 
nicious vermin Avill he seen by you as you pass under tlie 
tree. I leave it as a signal to tell you that your tree has 
already stoc>d too long. It is past its prime. Millions of 
insects, engendered by di^tsA'C. are preying upon its vitals. 
F.re long it Avill fall a log in useless ruins. Warned by 
this lo.«y. cut down the rest in time, and spare, O s}iare the 
uiioft’ending woodjiccker !” 

Tif K,,iq- In the rivers, and different creck.'s, you immher six 
■ Species of the Kingli^her. They make their nest in a hole 

in tlie sand on the side of the hank. As there is always 
]denty of foliage to ]irutect them from the heat of the sun, 
they ft eil at all liours of tlie day. Tliougli tlieir jilumage 
i^ lUfUily vaiiiol, still it falls far sliort of the brilliancy dis- 
]'l.iveil by the Eiigli'li kingfisher. This little natic'e of 
I’.ritain Avituhl outAVeigh them altogether in the scale of 
hc.nilv. 

Tl" A hinl t ailed .Tiieamar is often taken for a king-li.sher, 

hut it ha- lilt i'elation^hi]i to that trihe ; it fi eipn utlv sit.s in 
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the trees over the vater, and as its Leak Lears some rescin- 
Llance to that of the kingfisher, this may proLaLly account 
for its being taken for one ; it feeds entirely upon insects ; 
it sits on a Lrancli in motionless expectation, and as .soon 
as a tly, butterfly, or moth passes by, it darts at it, and re- 
turns to the branch it had just left. It seems an indolent, 
sedentary bird, shunning the society of all others in the 
forest. It never visits the plantations, but is found at ;dl 
times of the year in the woods. There are f )ur species of 
jacamar in Demerara ; they are ail beautiful ; the large.>t, 
rich and superb in the extreme. Its plumage is of so fine 
a changing blue and golden green, tliat it may be rankeil 
with the choicest of the humming-birds. Xature lias de- 
nied it a song, but given a costly garment in lieu of it. 
The smallest species of jacamar is very comim.in in the dry 
savannas. The second size, all goMen green on the bacic, 
must be looked for in the wallaba foie^t. The third is 
found tlii'oughout the whole extent of those wihh ; and the 
fourth, which is the largest, freipieiits the iutermr, wheie 
you begin to perceive stones in the ground. 

"When you have penetrated far into Alacousbia, you liear 
the pretty songster called Troniiiale pcair fouh a variety 
of sweet and plaintive notes. This is the bird whiib th > 
Portuguese call the Xigbtiugale of Gui.ma ; its jiiedondii iiit 
colours are rich orange and shining black, ai rayed t'j great 
advantage; bis delicate and well-shaped frame seems un- 
able to bear captivity, il'he Indians .sometimes bring down 
troupiales to (Stabroek, but in a few inonths tiny languish 
and die in a cage. They soon become vny f imihur : and 
if you allow them the liberty of the hou-e. they live loneer 
than in a cage, and appear in better spiiit^; ljut, winai 
you least expect it, they drop down ami die ni eg.ihgKv. 

Smaller in size, and of colour not so rich and soiiiewliat 
ilifferently arranged, another species of troupiale sings -/ 
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xLC'nxD iii'jloJio'J'ly ill L’enu-rara. Tiie -wcoJeutt'-r is particiilariy 
'jiY lAiu ; iV>r tlie lieii on Iier nost, 

liuilt in tiie ron.f of riiC ’.'.•oocl'_iiLtLr i lioiue, luj for 

lionrs tOL,oiiiei' close ly; he nioif-is the foro^ts to the 
cultivoti'il 

A'o',1 oYO’ihl not crurue to stop for a fc.o ixiiuuLis, as you 
‘t’-'O r\a]I\in£;' in tiie pl-aitotions, to oliserve a llii’.o species 
of treani, Je: liis v.’iii_.s, tnl auel throat are Ih-Lcic, all the 
r-'t of th'- I'ody i' a hiiaiit yellow. There is 'i.ruething 
very saeet ainl plaintive in Li' fcai". tliough ranch .shorter 
than that of tlie tronpiale :u the interior, 

Tuuith _ A fonrtli .sppcic-s goes in hocks from place to place in the 
Ti'ia'i.h'i:,-. > nltivutnl pints at the time the Indian corn i.s ripe ; lie is 
all black, except the head and tliroat, avliieh are yellow; hi.s 
attempt at song is not worth attending to, 

Ttivi.ini 'Wherever there is a wild fig-tree ripe, a minieruus 
speciios of bird^, called Taiignra, sure to be on it. There 
are eiohlecu bi-antifnl specie.s here. Tiieir plnmage is 
very licli and ilivcr-.-ilic-d ; scaue of ilieui hoa-t .six setiarate 
l•c)lonl'S ; others have the ll’ie, pmple, green, and black so 
kindly blended into eiicli orher, ilait it would be impossible 
to luaik tl.oir boninlariLS ; while oihers again exhibit them 
strong, ili'iinct, and ahiu|t: many of those tangaras Lui’e 
a line soiig, Tlmy seem to j.ailalce much rif tlie natitre of 
our lii.m t', s]iaii'ov..s, and finches, ficnie of tliein are 
fond of the ]i]antarious ; r.rhers are never .se'ci tliere, pre- 
ferring theWlM .slo.mA ol the foiV-'t to the choicest fruits 
phiriteil liv tli" hand of la.m. 

y nni:„ On tho sniae tio-ti' to wliicli they reipai. a. cl ulteii 
aceiilenially uj) and do’.utlie forest, you iall in with four 
.'I'i'i -Co Ilf iMimikin. The largest is wliite and hlack, with 
tlie le.'itliers nn the tliioat reiiiarkalily lotca : the next in 
s'/e is ix'd and half black: the third, bliiek, with a 

wi:ite Clown: t!:e f.mvth, hkirlt, with a golden crown, and 
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red feathers at the kriee. The half red and half Llaek 
species is the scarcest. There is a creek in the I>eiiicrara 
called Caniouui. About ten nhiiutes from the mouth, you 
see a common-sized fig-tree on your right hand, a.s you 
ascend, hanging over water; it hears a very small fie twice 
a year. 'When its fruit is ripe, this luanikiii i> on the tree 
from morn till eve. 

•Jji all the ripe fig-tree.s in the forest you see the liird 
called the small Tigei-hird. Like some of our belles and 
dandies, it has a gaudy vO't to veil an ill-sha[n’d body ; the 
throat, and part of the head, are a hnght red ; the breast 
and belly have black .spiots on a yellow ground; the wings 
are a dark green, Ijlack, and wlure; and tlie rump and 
tail black and green. Like tlio manikin, it lias ]io song : 
it depeiuks solely uiion a showy gaiinent for admiratio]). 

Devoid, too, of song, and iir a .still superber garb, the 
Yawaraeiri comes to feed on the same tree, ft has a bar 
like I'llack velvet from the eyes to the Leak ; its legs are 
yellow; its tbroat, wings, ami tail hlac-k ; all the )i>t of the 
hody a charming liluc. Chiefly in the dry savannas, and 
here and there aivideiitally in the forest, you .-M.'e a soiigles-; 
yawaraeiri still lovelier tlian the la^t; Ids crown is wlmisli 
blue, arrayed like a coat of mail: his tail is black. Ids vings 
black and yellow ; legs red ; and tlic whole heulv a glo^sv 
blue, Wldl't vuviiig through the forest, ever and umin 
yon see individuals of tlie wren sjiecie.s, husy amongst the 
lalleu leaves, or seeking insects at the roots of tlie trees. 

Here, tuo, you liml si.\ m- seven .species of small birds, 
whose baelis appear to be ovejloaded with silky [dumage. 
One of these, with a chestnut luvast, snioke-coloured baric, 
red tail, white fealliers like Lorns mi Ids head, and wliue 
narrow-peiuteil feather under the jaw, feeds eutirelv upon 
ants. YTieu a iie-t of large, hgiit, hiriwn ants emigrates, 
one following the otlier in meandering liue.s abu\e a mile 
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luiia'. vuii tlii.s liiiJ YW'.tL-liiir.; tlium, -ainl t-vcry mjw 
then yiickine Them up. AVlien they disappear he is eceii no 
more : perhaips this is the only kind of aiit he is fond of ; 
Miien these aiiis are stiiriug, you are sure to liiid him near 
them. Yuli cannot veil mistake the ant after you luu'e 
once heen in iis company, for its sting is very severe, and 
you can h.iidily slioot t'.ie bird, and pick it ii]', vithoui 
having five or eix upon you. 

Parrot' an.l I’aro jiuets are very numerous here, and of 
many ditferent k'nls. You vill know when they are near 
you in the forest, not only by the noi.se they make, but also 
by the fruit.s an.l see .Is vhieli they let fall while they are 
feedinu. 

The Ilia-liia Parrot, callel in England the Parrot of the 
Sun. is very remarkable : he can erect at pleasure a fine 
ladiatc-d circle r.f tartan feathers cpiite round the back of 
his head from jaw to jaw. The fore-part cf his head is 
white; his back, tail, and wings, green; and his breast and 
belly taitaii, 

.Superior in size and l.ieauty to every parrot of .South 
Ameiie.i. the Aiu will force you to take your eyes from the 
rest of animated nature, and gaze at him; his commandiug 
stic-ngtli, the ilannng scarlet of his body, the lovely variety 
of red, y(-l!ow, blue, and itreen in lii.s w ings, the e.xtraordinarv 
h-ncth of his .scarlet and blue tail, seem all to join and de- 
niaiul i'or liiiii the title of ‘‘ emperor of all the parrots.” lie 
i< SI a'l is in Iteinevara till you reach the confinc.3 of the 
.Maeoii'lii conntiy ; there lie i.s in vast ahnndance ; he 
mostly leeds on tiecs nl llie jialm .speeies. TYhen the enu- 
I uuiiie-tri (cs have ripe fniit on them, they are covered with 
tliis nia;_nilieent pairot : he is not shy or wary ; you may 
take your hlow-pipe and rpiiver of poisoned arrows, and kill 
more than yon are able to carry back to your hut. Thev 
are voi v Vociferous, and, like the common pavmts, rise up 
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in Todies towards sunset, and fly two and two to their 
place of rest. It is a grand sight in ornithology to see 
thousands of aras hying over your head, low enough to let 
you have a full view of their llaming mantle. The Indians 
find their flesh very good, and the feathers serve for 
ornaments in their head-dres«e.s. They breed in idie holes 
of trees, are easily reared and tamed, and learn to speak 
pretty distinctly. 

Another s}'eeies frequents the low lands of Deinevava. 
He is nearly the size of tire scarlet ara, out nirteh infericjr 
itr plumage. Blue and yellow are Iris predomiuarrt culour.s. 

Along the creeks attd riversides, and in tire weT savaunas, 
six species of the Bitterrr wril engage your attention. Tltey 
are all haudsoiiie. The siuallcst rtot so large ;rs the English 
water-hen. 

In tire savannas, too, year will sornetrnres .surpris(? tiro 
snow-white Egrelte, whose haek i- adorned with tire idrrrnos 
front which it takes its iranie. Here too the spur-winged 
■\Vatei'-lien, the lilue and green ‘Water-hen, and two other 
species of ordinary plumage, are found. While iir quest 
of these, the Bhte Heron, the large and small Browtr 
Heron, the Boat-hill, and Huseovy Hack, now and then 
rise up hefcire you. 

When the srrrr has sunk itr the wester tr w<k'm1s, no longer 
agitated hy the breeze ; whert vuit cart only see a straeuler 
or two of the feathered tribe liastenriig to joiir its mate, 
already at its roosting-placc, then rt is that the Goatsucker 
comes orrt of the Idrest, wliere it has sat ail day long in 
slrriulieiiiig case, niriiiitidful or tlie gay and hu^y scenes 
around it. Its eyes are too deiic.iii-ly t'orirred to hear the 
light, and thus it is fni-caal to slum the flaming faee of dav, 
and wait in patience till night irrvites hirir to jiartake of the 
pleasrrres her drr-ky preserree bring;:. 

Tire harmless, iruolfenJing goatsucker-, from the timn of 
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>Lco\i) Ari-tutle ilowa to the prc-eut Jav, La-s I'ecn in di-gi’Ace with 
ju rr.yF. Y. I'ather Las Lauded down to son, and autliorto anthor 

tliat this iiOL-tuiual tluef suL.h^ts by iuilkiiiL> the Locks. 
Poor injured little Liid of ni^Lt, Low sadly Last tLou 
suhifd, and Low ibul a stain Las inattention to facts put 
upon tliv eliaractev ! Thou Last never robbed man of any 
jiait of Li.s pii-iperty, nor deprived the kid of a drop cd 
milk. 

A\’lien the moon .sLines bright, you may Lave a fair 
cyiportunity of examining tlie goatsucker. You will .see it 
cL.ise bv the cows, uoats, and .slnmi*, jumping up every now 
and tLeji, under tlieir bellies. A['proaeL a little nearer, — 
be is not sLy. '• be fear.^ no danger, fur be knows no sin.” 
>ee Low tlie nocturnal tiles are tonneiitiug' the LerJ, and 
vitlivLat dexterity lie spiings nn and catches them, as fast 
iis they alight on the Leily, leas, and iiiLLu’ of the animals. 
()ij'ei\c Iciw (piiet tbi,'}- stand, and Low sensible they seem 
of Li-- good ortire', f.ir they neither strike at him, nor Lit 
Imii v.itli their tail, nor tu-ad on liim. nor ny to drive him 
away as an uncivil intruder. 'Were you to dissect liim, 
aial iii'pcct Id-! stoma' L, tou vouLl lind no milk there. It 
i^ lull of the jlie> vldcli have liccu anim}ine the licrd. 

7’,o Tlie pri-uily nmttled pLimnge of the goatsucker, like that 
" ■ " 'I"*- ,, 1 - ,,,^]^ Want.- the lu'tre wliicL is ob-erved in tlie 

1’ . 1 ’ L- ’i's of th" binls of day. This at onee marks him as 
a lo\ , 1 of tla- ] ah' moan's ni-Lt ly beams. There are nine 
- 11. Te. 'J'ho JalgC't appeals nearly llie ^i/e of the 
Piioli'h vooiI-omI, Its cry is so reiiiaikahle, that having 
oia-o liiM.i] ii _\(in will never loig. t it. AVhen nigiit leigns 
(fVer tlicse iiinne.isumble wihk, w hil.'-l lying in vour liam- 
na (1-. toll vill lienr this goatsuelcei' lamenting like one in 
(h I [I ih-tr-'S, ,V sti'.niger cvoiild never conceive it to bo 
tlie ciy ot a bird. He cvmdd say it was tbe dejiaiting 
voii e of ,1 midnigbt-murdeicd \ ii tim.or the la-T wailing of 
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Xiobc for Lc-r i ' lor chi 1 Iren, before ehi- v. as turned into pr.c ixn 
stone. Sno'j.ree vnmnelf iu hopeless .scrrow, begin a 
liio'li loii'l note, aii'l proiioiiiice, "lia, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, lia, 
oaeh note ke\ er uiil lo.wor, till the la^t is scarcely heard, 
pausing a iiioinont oi two betwixt cwery note, and yon svill 
have ,=rane idea of the moaning of the largest goatsucker in 
Lkincrara. 

hour other sigecics of the geatsuckcr articulate some 
avoi'ds so distinctly, that they have received their names 
from the senteuce-' they utter, and ab.solntely bewihlor the 
stranger on his arrival iu tl.o.-e paits. The most coiumen 
one sits down close hy your dour, and Hies and alights three 
or four yaids before you, as toil walk ulorg the road, cry- 
ing, “ '\Mio-are-you, who-wlio-who-are-you ' " Another bids 
you, “ 'Work-away, work-wcik-work-away. ’ A third cries, 
mounirully, '• A'illy-iC'iiie-go. ‘W'lllt'-’W'illy-AViih’-come 
go.” And high up in the connhy. a fourth tells you to 
“ ‘Whip-poor-Will. 'NVhiji-w lup-whip-poor-Ydill.” 

A'ou will never nersuaile tlie negr.;>to ilcsfroy those birds 
or get the Indian to let liy his aiiow at them. They are 
I'irds of omen and leveieiitial cliead. dimiho, the demon 
of Africa, has tliein under liis conimuml ; and they equally 
oliey the Yalialiou. or Demcraia huh, in devil. T'iu/v are 
the receptacles for departed -nnb, who Come back again to 
earth, unable to rest fur eiiiuOs done iu their days of luunre ; 
or they aie exjnessly sent by Jiindjo, or Yabahou, to haunt 
cruel and haid-heaited nui-tei-'. and lytaliate injuries re- 
ceived from tliein. If tlie Incest goatsuLker cinnre to 
cry near the white m.inh duor, soirnw and grief w ill ,,11011 
l,e inside; and they ex[iect to see the imister waste aw,iv 
Avith a slow coiisuiuing .sickness. If it he liearel elose to 
the negro's ea- Indian's hut, from that nicht misfortune .sits 
brooding' over it; and lliey await the event iu teiiible 

sll'peilse. 
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'^'■0 You v.ill for;uivfci tlie pool- luduin of Guiana for this. 

Y''" He knows no hotter; he lia.s nobody to teach him. But 
shame it is, that in our own civilized country, the black cat 
and broomstalf should be considered as conductors to and 
from the regions of departed spirits. 

Jo;,’. hlany years ago I knew poor harmless iMary ; old age 
had niai'ked her strongly, just as he will mark you and me, 
should we arrive at lier years and carry the weight of grief 
wliieh bent her double. The old men of the village said 
she had been very pretty in her youth ; and nothing could 
lie seen more comely than Mary when she danced on the 
green. He who harl gained lier heart, left her for another, 
Ic^s fair, though richer than Mary. Trom that time she 
hecame s.ad and pen.sive: the rose left her cheek, and she 
was never more .SL-en to dance round the May-pole on the 
green : her e.xpectations wore hliglited ; she hccamo rpiite 
inditt'erent to everything around her, and seemed to think 
of nothing hut liow she could best attend her mother, who 
was lainc, and not long for this life. Her mother had 
beuged a b'bc-k kitten from some boys wlio were going to 
di'owu ii, and in her Lust illness she told ilcary to be kind 
to it for her .sal.;o. 

age and want had destroyed the symmetry of 
iMary's line form, the village began to consider her as one 
wlio laid dealings with .spirirs ; her cat confirmed the sus- 
I'lLimi. If a cow died, or a viliager wasted away with an 
uiikiiov.n conqdaint, Mary and her cat had it to answer for. 
llt-r broom so’uetiiaes seived her for a walking-stick ; and 
if evi;r 'he 'Upported her tottering frame with it as far as 
the i\Liy-pole, where once, in youthful bloom and beauty, 
j-lie bad attracted the eye.' of all, the boys would surround 
her, ami make sport of her, while her cat had neither friend 
nor siifi'ty beyond the cottage wall. Xobody considered it 
cniel or nnrharitable to torment a witcli ; and it is probable. 
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long before this, that cruelty, old age, and -want, have worn second 
her out, and that both poor Mary and her cat have ceased 
to be. 

"Would you wi.3h to pursue the different specie.s of game, 
well stored and boundless is your range inPenierara. Here 
no one dogs you, and afterwaids clandestinely iiKiuires if 
you have a hundred a year in land to entitle you to enjoy 
such patrician sport. Here no saucy intruder asks if 
you have taken out a licence, by virtue of which you are 
allowed to kill the birds which have bred upon your own 
property. Here 

“ Ynu .ire as ficc as nlieii GoJ first m.ade man, 

Eie tlie vile l.iivs of scnitade l>e;an, 

And wild in ivoo.ls the nedde s.iv.ijje ran.'’ 


Before the morning’s dawn you hear a noi.se in the forest, 
which .sounds like “ dmuquanra ’’ often repeated. This is the 
Partridge, a little smaller, and dill'eriiig somewhat in colour T!.- Paif- 
from the English partridge : it lives entirely in the forest, 
and probably the young brood very soon leave their parents, 
as you never flush more than two birds in the same place, 
and in general only one. 

About the same hour, and .“onietimes even at midnight, Ticnsp.-c’cs 
vou hear two species of Maam, or Tiuamou, send foith 
their long and plaintive whi.^tle from the depth of the Tuia),iou 
forest. The flcsh of both is delicion.s. The largest is 
plumper, and almost erpials in size the black cock of 
Xorthumberland. Tlie quail is .said to be here, thiuigh 


rare. 


The Hamiaqnoi. whi'h .sonic have cnnqiared to the 
pheasant, though with little reason, i^- very common. 

Here are also two species of the Bowi.se, or Hocco, and 
two of the small wild tnrkey.s called iMaroudi ; they feed on 
the ripe fruits of the forest, and are found in all directions 
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sFj oNP in these extensive xvihls. You v.'ill ailmire the Horiieil 
.JO URNE Y, [13 a stately and majestic Ihi'd. : he is almost the 

size of the turkey cock ; nu liis head i.s a lono slentler horn, 
and each xving i.s armed veitli a strong, ^harp, triangular 
spur, an inch long. 

I'hjcls nt Sometimes you will fall in tvith flocks of two or three 

hundred AVaracaha.s, or Truiupeter.s. called sn from the 
A'/'', '.>/■ . 

T,>in>’ hiiigular iioi^e tliey pruduee. Tliuir breast i< aduiiied \vitli 
leautiful changing l.du.- and puiyde feathers ; their head 
and neck like r’clvet ; their n iugs and hack grey, and belly 
hlark. They run with great .s\\ iftue-ss, and when domesti- 
cated, attend their master in his walks with as much ap- 
parent ntiection as Ids dog. They have no spurs, hut still, 
such is their high spirit and activity, that they hrowheat 
every dunglnll fowl in the yard, and force tiie fiuiuea hit ds. 
dog', and turkeys to own their superiority. 

If, kind and gciule rcailer. tlmu sliouldst ever visit these 
regions witli au intention to e.xamiiie tlieir productions, 
lierhaps the few ohservntions contained in the.se '\Yauder- 
ing.s may lie ol service to thee: exeiise tlii.nr brevity: 
more could iuive heen wi-irten, and each hird more par- 
ticularly descrihed, hut it would have been pressing too 
hard upon tliy tinie and putieueo. 

Soon after tirriving in these p;trts, tliou wilt find that the 
species liere emtnieratcd arc only as a liandful from :i well- 
stored granary. Xutliiiig ha.; been said of the Kagle.s, the 
lalcoiis, till* Hawks, and .Slnike.s : uothing of the dillerent 
specie’s ol A ultures, tlie king of whicli is vei v haiid'Oine, 
mid seiuiis to I'O the oiily hiid wluch claims regal hoiiour.s 
liom a sunouiidiiig trioe. It is a tart ht vond ;iH dispute, 
that vdam tlic scent ol carrion lias diawn togelher hundreds 
of the , ciiinion vultures, they all retire from tlie carcass as 
sofiii ;is the King ol the \ iilturcs make.s his a]ipearaiicc'. 
Y lieu Ijia lij.i ji-sty lias sati.sfic-d the er.ivings of his roval 
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stomach with the choicest Ihti Ironi the iiiu^t stinking ami 
coiTuptecl part,^, he generally retire^ to a neighlujuring tree, 
and then the common vultures return in crowds to golihle 
down his leavings. The Indians, as well as the whites, 
have observed this ; for wlien one of them, who has learned 
a little English, sees the kiirg, and wishes you to have a 
proper notion of tire bird, he says “ There is the governor 
of the carrion crows.’’ 

Xow, the Indians have never heard of a per.sonage in 
Demerara higher than that of governor; and the colonists, 
through a eoinmon nii'take, call the vultures cairion crows. 
Hence the Indian, in erder t't e.xiiresr, the doimnicn of thi.s 
hir’d over the eunrmotr Miltures, tells you lie is goveriror of 
tire carrion crows. Tire Spaniards have al-ci ohserveil it, 
for, through all the Spaui'lt hl.iiii, Ire is callc’d liey de 
/arirrrros, Kiirg of the Vrtlttires. Tire rnairy spc ii.s cif Owls, 
too, have not heeu noticed ; ait'l no rnetuiotr made of the 
(.'ohrrirhitre trilie. 'I'he pvocligioirs C'arietv nf Water Fowl 
orr the sea-.'lioie h.is heeii hut ba.tely hirrted at. 

There, arrd on the Isordevs and .sitvfaeo of thc' rnlarrd 
water, s. itr the iiiar-Iies arrd creoks, hceicles the ilamingos, 
scarlet curlews, arrd .spoorthills, already nreritioired, will lie 
i'outrd Greerrish-Ihuwtr Curlews, .'sattdpi^ici's, Ihiils, Coots, 
Culls, I'elii’ans, -Tahirirs, Xati.lajioa', Crahiors, Snipes, 
riovci'S, llucks, Cceso, Crarrc's, and ..Vtrliiiiga.' ; rno-i of 
them itr vast nlutmlanee : some froip.mit irig onlv the sea- 
coast, others (inly the interior, aecotdriig to their dillerent 
rraturr-s : all wortliv the attcrrtii.rt of tin- ri.uurali.st, all 
worthy of :r place itr the eahirret of ihe curioim. 

Should thy eomprelieri'ive gi-trius trot l otirhie itself to 
hirds alomr. grand is the a]i]'eat,itrc'e of othi.r ohjiot- all 
around. I'linu art itr a latrd ridr rrt hntariy and rniii'aiiloav, 
rich itr zoology and eulotrrologv. Atrrmation v.rll glow nr 

thy Icolc^, and cxen ise wrll hr.iee thy ii.iimr in vieour 
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The very time of tliy ab^L-nee ilvui the tabled of hetero- 
eeiieous luxury -will ce protitable to thy stouiacli, perhaps 
already sorely dreiiL'lieJ with Louelo-rarisiaii sauces, and a 
new stock of health will hriner thee an appetite to relish 
the wlioleseune food of the chase: never-failing sleep will 
wait on tliee at the time slie comes to soothe the rest of 
animated nature ; and, ere the sun’s rays appear in the 
liorizon, thou wilt spring from thy hammock fresh as the 
April lark. Be convinced also, that the clangers and difii- 
cnlties which are generally supposed to accompany the 
tiavcdkr in liis juuniey through distant regions, are nut 
half so numerons or dreailful as they are commonly 
thou, Alt to he. 

. The youtli wlio incautiously reels into the lobby of 
, Drun'-laiie, after leaving the table sacred to the god of 
wine, is expo'i-il to niore cert.iiu ruin, sickness, and decay, 
than he vho uaiiders a whi.de year in the wilds of Deme- 
rarn. But this v. ill never he believed ; because the cli.sasters 
arniiig fioiii dissipation are so eoinuiou and frequent in 
civilized life, that man becomes quire habituated to them ; 
and see.s daily victiui.s sink into tlie tomb long before their 
time, with.ont ever once taking alarm at the causes which 
precipitated them lieaillotig into it. 

But the daippers whii h a traveller exposes himself to in 
foreign parts arc iidVcI, out of the way things to a man at 
Imme. Tlic renioto.st apprelicn don of meeting a tremen- 
dous tiaer, ol heinu cariicd oif hy a Hying dracion, or bav- 
in, g his bones idcked by a famished caiuiibal; cih, that 
niake^ him sliu'ldcr. It soiimls iu hi.s ears like the burst- 
ing fd' a bf'iiib-shell. Thank lle.iveii, he is safe Ijy his own 
lire-sid'=> I 

I’rudcnce and resolution ought to ho the tiaveller’s con- 
stant cciupauioiis. The first will cause him to avoid a 
numher of snares which he will find in the path as he 



WANDERINGS IN SOUTH AMERICA 


205 


journeys oii ; and llie second eviii always lend a hand to 
assist him, if he has unavoidably got entangled in them. 
The little distinctions vhich liave been shown him at his 
own home ought to be forgotten when he travels over the 
world at large ; for strangers know nothing of his former 
merits, and it is necess.try tliat they shonld virness them 
hefore tliey I'ay him the tribute wliieli he was wont to re- 
ceive within his onvii doors. Thus, to be kind and affable 
to those we meet, to mix in tlieir anmsemeuts, to pay a 
compliment or two to tbeir m uiners and customs, to respect 
their elders, to give a little to their distresseil and needy, 
and to feel, ns it were, at homo amongst them, is the 
sure way to enable you to pass merrily on, and to lind 
other comfoits as sweet and palatable as tlio.sc which you 
were accustomed to partake of amongst your friends and 
acquaintance in your own native land. 

We will now ascend in fancy on learian wing, and 
take a view of Guiana in general. .Sec an immen.sc 
plain! betwixt two of the largest rivers in the world, 
level as a bowling-green, save at Cayenne, and covered 
with trees along the coast quite to the Atlantic wave, 
except where the plantations make a little vacancy 
amongst the foliage. 

Though nearly in the centre of the torrid zone, the .sun's 
rays are not so intolerable as might be imagined, on account 
of the perpetual verdure and refre.sliing imrtli-east breeze. 
,See wdiat number.s of broad and rapid rivers intersect it in 
their journey to the ocean, and that not a .sloue or a pebble 
is to be found on their h.ink.s. or in any part of the counti'v, 
tdl your eye catches the hilK in the interior. How heauti- 
lul and magniticeiit are the lakes in the heart of the forest.s, 
and how charming tlie forests tliemselve.s, for miles after 
miles on each sale of the rivers ! llow e.xten.sive appear 
the savamia.s or natural meadows, teeming with innuiuer- 
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able hcrik oi cattle, avhere tlie rornieue'C aial Spaniards 
are settled, bat desert as Saara, where the Enelish and 
l)utch claim rloiiiiiiii)n I llnu- graJaally the face of the 
country rioes 1 See tlie saud-hills all ehithed in avood first 
emerging from the level, tln-n hills a little higher, rugged 
with bold and eraeay iiicaS, peP[iing out from amongst the 
most hixuiiant timber. Thou come plains, and dells, and 
far-extending valleys, armyed in rieiie.st fbliage ; and beyond 
them, mmtntains piled oii mouiitaius, .some bearing pro- 
digious forests, others of lileak and barien aspect. Thus 
y(iur eye wanders on, over ^ceiie.s of vatiod loveliness and 
grandeur, till it iv^ts on the .stupendous piinntcles of tlie 
long-continued Coidilleras de los Andes, which rise in 
towering unjesty. and command all Americi. 

llow feitile must the low-lands be, from the accumula- 
tion of fallen leave.s and trees for centuihis ! How pro- 
pitio^■^ the .swani'gs and slimy beds of tlie rivers, heated 
by a downward sun, to ibe amazing growth of alligators, 
serpents, ami iimnmera.ble insei'tsl How inviting the 
forests to the feathered tribes, where you see burbs, blos- 
soms, green and ripe fiiiit. lull grown and fading leaves, all 
on the same tree ! Ibov secure the wild beasts may rove 
in endless mazi.'s ! I’eiL.ips those muiuitains too, which 
appear so b-leak and n.iked, if ipdte neglected, are, like 
l''jt(:isi, lull of pn>.;-iotis mei.ds. 

Let U' now ri-tuni the jiiniom we i.oiTowed from b'arus, 
and preiiare to hid farewell to the v. ilds. Tiie time allotted 
to tlie-e ^Vam!l I'ines is dv.iwiiig fi^t t'la close. Every dav 
lor the ],ist 'i.K months has been cmjiloved in paving elo^e 
a'teidion to natural history in the forests of Jtemerara 
.\bo\e nvo liuiidred specimens <'f the tiiiesl Ijir.ls liave heen 
collei-ted, and a pretty just Imow ledge formed of their 
haunts iiiid economy. From the time of leaving England, 
ill Tlareh, ISU;. ro tile pre.sent d.iv, iiotlung has intervened 
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to arrest a fine llriW of liealtli, savin" a rpiartan a^iie, wliich moind 
uiel not tarry, but lied ns suddenly as it ajipeared. jori^e 

And now I take leave of tliee, kind and gentle reader. 

TIiu new mode of preserving birds, lieretofore promised 
thee, shall not be forgotten. The plan is already formed in 
imagination, and can be penned down during tlie jiassage 
across tlie .Vtlantic. If the fjw remarks in these ‘Wamler- 
iiigs .shall have any weight in inciting thee to sally forth 
and explore the vast and well-st'ired regions of l)emerara, 

I have gained my end. Adiieii. 


Ch.-u;i.i:.s W.vinKXd.v. 
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C'lIAPTEE I. 

" Desert jsque vMeic locos, I'.ltusque ivlictuiii.'' 

Fio'.n the Civile to Denier, tra. — Yellow fever — A (leserted riantition, — 
Black John, — Jleilieines for trojif al eliiTiat"S, — Bats, — The Lineet, — 
Soveie .acailent and rccoveiy. — A j'limitive- Spear, — Hictury of the 
Sloth — .an iiihiihitant of the tites — stiuctme of the limhs. — A 

domest'c.ited .Sloth — a life of suspense itructure ot the hair — 

111 ivk on the biek, — C,xptiire of a Sloth, — Release and 03 C.ape — Ant?, 
Aiit-lieai?, — Tiie great Ant-h. ar — its powers of defence — altitude when 
standing — how it oatclic? its prey, — Glutunous saliva, — The Vampiie 
and its li.ihits, — Bleeding gr.itis, — Couslne Ants, — AiniaJillo and its 
habits, — Tuiioisc, — Bggs ol Toiloise and Turtle, 


Geytle reader, after stayiiig a fetv montlrs in England, I 
■strayed across the Alps and the Apennines, and returned 
home, hut could not tarry. Guiana still whispered in my 
ear, and seemed to invite me once more to \t ander through 
her distant forest.?. 

Jtilionki.'st thou liave a leisure hour to read wliat follows, 
I pray thee pardon the frequent use of tliat unwelcome 
monosjllahle I. It could not well he avoided, as will be 
seen in the serpiel. In Fehruary, 1820, I sailed from the 
Clyde, on hoard tlie Gluibcrvic, a fine Webt-Indiaman. 
She was driven to the north-wcbt of Ireland, and had to 
contend with a foul and wintry wind for above a foituight. 
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At last it clianued, and we Lad a iileasaut ]ia-?sai;o acruS' 
the Atlantic. 

Sad and niourul'ul "wans the story we heard on enierine' 
the river Deinernra. il'he yellow fever had .swept oil 
numher.s of the old iidiahitants, and the mortal renuiiiis ol 
many a new comer were daily jinssin”' down the streets, in 
slow and ninte procession to their last restiiip-phice. 

After staying a few days in the town, I went up the 
Demerara to the former hadiitation of my worthy friend, 
Mr. Edmonstone, in Alihiri creek. 

The house had heeii abandoned for some year.s. (.)u 
arriving at the hill, tlie rememhrance of .scenes long past 
and gone naturally broke in upon the mind. All was 
changed; tlie house was in ruins, and gradually sinking 
under the inlluence of tlie .sun anil rain; the roof had 
nearly fallen in; and the loom wliero once governors and 
generals laid caroused, was now dismantled, and tenanted 
by the vampire. You would liavo said, 

‘Ti*; ]V-\\ til*' ‘-s l-l'Mk .in i-u , 

'Ti' ]nt\v tlio lit of rlif toa-l ; 

‘Twlit-iu iJH* |>.uniul 

‘li-j hi'ic the ‘111 I? Lil't'iu I'Kh'K, 

(. ulicealM ill iiuii'', liiu-". ;in<l wee'!-'.” 


Oil the outsiile of tlie house, nature had m arly re- 
a.^sumed her ancient ri.uht ; a lew stv.igeluig fruii-tive^ wei 
still diseernihle amid the varied line of tlie near a]i]iriiach- 
iiig forest; they seemed like straneer-' hid, and Lev ildeied, 
and uipiitied, in a I'oreiun land, ile'tiiied to linger a little 
longer, and then sink down for ( vi-r. 

1 hired smiie negroes from a wodili-iitter iiiaii"thcr erisde 
to repair the roof ; and then the house, or at lea-t wli.it 
reniahied ot it, beeunie head-ipiarters for iiaf ural iii'tm 
The frous, and here and there a snake, received that 


it'd 


IHlUli 

.TOCll.Nl.V. 

Y.U, a 
f> <> r Kt 

I'-.IW' I'l' . " . 


,ic, 


, /‘Ac 


.l.r. 



WAXDEIUN’GS IX SnUTII AMEKIi A. 


vll) 


•liliRL. a' tt'iitiuu wliicli the weak in this world L;enerally experience 
jo ceyrA -. )-]jp strong, and which the law conimonlv denominates 

an ejectment. Ihit here, neitlier tlie frogs ner serpents 
were ill-treated ; they .sallied forth, witlmut buffet or rebuke, 
to choose their jilace of residence ; the \cijrld was all hofjre 
them. The owls went away of their own accord, prefer- 
ring to retire to a Itollow tree rather than to associate witli 
their new landlord. The hats and vampires stayed with 
rne, and went in and out a.s u.sual. 

It was upon tliis liill in former days that I first tried to 
teach John, the hlack slave of my friend iMr. Edmon.stone, 
tlie proper way to do birds, lint John had poor abilities, 
and it retpiired much time and patience to chive anything 
into him. Some years after this his master took liiin to 
►Scotland, where, becoming free, Jolm left him, and got em- 
ployed in the (lla.sgow, and then the Edinburgh mu.seum. 
IMr. hohert Kdmon-tone, nephew to the above gentleman, 
had a fine mulatto capable of learning anything. Tie re- 
(juested me to teach him the art. I did so. Tie was docile 
and active, and was with me all the time in the forest; I 
left him there to keep up this new art of preserving birds, 
and to communicate it to other.s. Here then I fixed my 
head-cpmrtcr.s, in the ruins of this once gay and ho.spitahle 
house. Close by, in a little hut, which in times long jiast 
had servcil fur a .store to keep provisions in, there livial a 
cfdoured man and his wife, by name haeker. JIany a kind 
turn thev did to me ; and I Wim more than once of .'Service 
to them and their children, lyv hringiiig to their relief in 
time of sickne'S what little knowledge I had acfpiired of 
medir-iiie. 

I wonhl here, gentle reader, wi^li to draw lliy attention, 

raiment, and diet. Slmuldst 
thou ever w.inder thi'ongh these renioti- and dieary wilds, 
forget not to carry with thee hark, laudamim, (ailoiuel, and 
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jalnp, and the lancet. Tliere are no dnle^i^^t Aiops here, huri, 
nor suns of Galen to apiily to in time of need. 1 never ;au 
encninhered vitli many clothe.-^. A thin flannel v ai-'teuat 
under a check shirt, a p.iir of tron.sers, and a hat. 'were all 
my V ardr(.ihe ; .shoes and stoekinus 1 seldom had on. In 
dry 'Weather they would li.ive ir-ritateil tlie feet, andretardeil 
me in the chase of wild heasts ; and in the rainy .sea.son 
they would have kept me in a jierpetual .state of danpj and 
moisture. 1 eat moderaieiy, and never diink wine, .spirit', 

(Ji fermented liipior.s in any climate. This ah.stemioU'iie'S 
has ever pii.)ved a faitliful fuend; it caiiied me triumphant 
throuyli the epidemia at IMalaya, wlieie ileath made 'la h 
havoc ahotit the heyiiininy of the pic'ciit i-entury ; audit 
has since hefriended me in many a lit ol’ siikiie", hrcuiulit 
uir hy e.xporuie to the iioun-ilay sun, to the dews of iiicht, 
to the pelting shower and nnwliolcscnne foCid. 

I’erhaps it ■will he as well, here, to menticm a lever w Lich 
came on, and the treatment ot it: it may pi'i-'ihlv he of use 
to thee, 'houldst thou turn r\,'ndm'er in ilie tro]iie' : u word 
or tt\'o also of a wound I cot in the lorest, and ilieii we v ill 
say no more of the little ai-cideiits which srimetinies oC'-ur, 
and attend solely to natural history. AVe .shall li.ivc an op- 
portunity of sei'ing the wild animals in their native h.iunt'^ 
nudi'turhed and uiihruken in upon hv man. AVe shall 
have time and leisure to look more clo.sely at tlh-m, and 
]irohahly rectify suuie erroi's wjiich, fur want of ]iro>por in- 
i'orniation or a near ohscrvancc, have er('pt into tlieir 
several hi'torics. 

It was ill the month of June, when the -un w,i' witiiin .c, ,,,, 
a few days of Gancer, that 1 liad a 'ev.-ie attack of tevcr. 
d here had heeii a dclnce of min, acromp.inicd with li c- 
nieiidous tliuiidcr and lichtiiinc. ami very little 'iin. 
Xethinc eijuld c:\cceil the u.miiiuc's of the almo-pheie. 

Tor two or thi'i'e d,iy' f liad lu-mi in ,i kiml of twilicht 
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fctate uf lieakli, m-itliL-v ill iniv wliat yuii may i-all well ; I 
yawiicil and felt weaiy avitliour (weivi'e, and luy ^leep was 
ineivly slniulii-r. Tni^ T.'a=; tlio time- to liave takiai imali- 
C'iiio ; liut I iienlectfil to ilu ao, tlioiieh I had j'list been 
reading, “0 navis ref< rent in mare te novi lluctus, 0 ipuid 
agis? fjrtiter occ-npa ])ortuni." 1 awoke at inidniglit ; a 
cruel lieadaelie, thirst, and pain in the small of the Lack, 
informed me what the rase was Ural Cliircin himself heeu 
jire.seiit, he could not have tohl me iiioie distinctly that I 
was going to have a tight hru'di of it. and that I oimht to 
meet it with hecoming tortitnde. I dozed, and woke, and 
startled, and then dozed again, and smldenly awoke, think- 
ing I was falling down a preedpicc. 

The return of tlte hats to their diurnal retreat, which was 
in the thatch above my Ijaniniock, informed me that the 
sim was maw fast apiaroaching to the eastern horizon. I 
arose, in languor and in jaain, the pmlse at one hundred 
and twenty. 1 took ten grains ot c.domel and a scruple of 
jalap, and drank during the d,iy lnrg<.‘ ilranghts of tea, weak 
and warm. The physic did its duty : hut there was no re- 
mission of fever i.iv headache, though the pain of the back 
was less acute, I wa^ saved the trouble of keeping the 
room Cool, a.s tlie wind heat in at every ipiarter. 

At five in tlie evening the pulse had risen to one liundivd 
and thirty, and the headache alniost insup])! irtahle, especi- 
ally oil luriking to the light or left. I now ojieiied a vein, 
and made a large orifice, to allow the hlood to rush out 
rajiidly; I closed it after losing -.i.xteeu ounces. 1 then 
steeped my feet in warm watei', and got into the haniniock. 
After hleedingc the pulse fell to ninety, ami the head was 
much relieved; hut during tlie night, which Avasvery rest- 
less, the puke rose again to one hundred and twenty, ami 
at times tlie headache was di^ti'es-,ing. 1 relieved the licad- 
arlic iruni time to time by applying cold water to the 
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temples, and holding a wet handkerchief there. The next 
morning the lever ran very higli. and I took five mure 
gniiiis of calomel and ten of jalap, determined, whatever 
might he the case, this should he tlie last dose of calomel. 
Ahout two o'clock in the afternoon the fever remitted, ami 
a copious perspiration came on ; there was no more head- 
ache, nor thirst, nor pain in the hack, and the following 
night was comparatively a good one. The next moiniiig I 
swallowed a large dose of castor-oil : it was genuine, fur 
Louisa Lacker hud made it from the seeds of the trees 
which grew near the door. I was now entirely free from 
all symptoms of fever, or apprehensions of a return; and 
the morning after I began to take hark, and eoutiimed it 
for a fortnight. This put all to rigiits. 

The story of the wound I gut iu tlie tiirest, and tlie moile 
of cure, are very shuU. — I had pursued a red-headed wood- 
pecker for above a mile iu tlie forest, witliout being able to 
get a shot at it. Thinking move of the woodpecker, as 1 
ran along, than of the way Ijefui'e me, I trod upon a little 
hardwood stump, which was jimt about au inch or so aliuve 
the ground ; it entered the hollow part of my foot, making 
a deep and lacerated wound there. It had brought me to 
the grotiud, and there 1 lay till a transitory tit of sickness 
went off. 1 allowed it to 1 deed freely, and on reacliiug head- 
(ptarters, washed it well and probed it, to feel if any foreign 
body was left witliiii it. l!eing sati.stied that there was 
none, I brouglit the edges uf the wound together, and then 
put a piece uf lint on it, and over that a very large poultice, 
which was changed morning, noon, and niglit. I.uckilv, 
Backer had a cow or two upon the hill; now as heat and 
moisture are the two piiuci[ial virtue.s of a jioultice, nothing 
could produce thij.se two ([ualities better tliaii frc'h cow- 
dung boiled: had tiicre been uo cuus there, I could have 
made it with boiled grass and leaves. I new tenk 
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Iiin.r. eiitirtl',' U' tlu- liii’.iirur'ck, ]^r!,iLin'A tliu i^jt lli.iu the 

.joi-RNTY. Jjj,.,. : thi- j.reveiite 1 it Uep.n t!iv-ihhiiie. ami was, imleed, 
tins oiilv po^itiiau ill wliicli 1 cuuliL !).,• at \\ Imu the 

intiiimiiiatii 111 ’V,is 'auui[)lL-tely .'UhJimil, I applied a wet 
elotli to the woiiial, and eveiy now and then >tee[ied the 
pujt ill cold w.itev diu’iii;^' the 'lay and at iiipht aeaiii ap- 
plied a p'lultiee. The wuuiid wa- in'W rmaliii.e last, and in 
three weeks from the time of the a'-eident, nothin^' hut a 
^e..u' remained ; so that I ayaiti sallmd forth -'Ound and 
.io\l'u], and said to tay«;lf — 

I, 1'. il iiU'j ti- lapuuit ft Uttr.f 
Diiiii l.e. p't i-pjl. i-t lu’Ux 1 ^.vhupIo 
I l.nili- . r-r . Mifi 1 ir ■l.i.,,. Xit uUm, 

Itu ’'pi' I’fi.iium,' 

X'lAV, this coiitus ua^ a touuli li;alit ]iole. eielit feet luiiopiu 
th*‘ end of whieh Was liee.d an old Ijayouet. I never went 
into the I'anoe wiihout ii ; it was of yivat use in ntartiiie' 
the Lesmt-? and -uako-' out of tlie hollow trees, and, in ease 
ot need, warn an exeelleiit dehmce. 

Ill I'll'*, 1 Jiail t!ie‘ last conversation with Sir .Tosepu 
Hanks, I .saw with sru row that death was going to voh us 
Ilf Idiii dVe talked imielL of tiic present mode adopted hy 
all nniS'-uni' in -tullhio quadrupeds, and eondeiimeJ it as 
heine vny imperfect; 'till wc eouhl not Hud out a better 
w.iv; and at la-t coueluded, that the li]is and nose ought 
to he rut oli, and rejilaeed with wax; it being ini[ios,>ihle 
to make tho'c ]iai'ts ajijiear like life, as they shrink to 
iiothiii.g and render the stulled specimens in the different 
iiiuseiiiii' hovriolc to look at. The defects in the h gs and 
ieei Would not he c|uite so glaring, hieiug i overed svith 
liair. 

I laid paid ercat atleiitiuii to thi' siilijert fur above 
toiiri'-i 11 ye ir- ; 'fill it Would Hot do; .however, one night 
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while I wad lying iu the haminoL-k, and harping on the tuttip 
string on which hung all lay solicitude, I hit upuu the 
proper inode hy inference; it appeared clear to uio that it j 

was the only true way of going to work, and ere I closed 
niy eyes in sleep, I cvas able to prove to myself that there 
could not be any other way that would answer, I tried it 
the next day, and succeeded according to expectatiun. 

By means of this process, Avhich is very simple, we con 
now give every feature back again to the animars face, 
after it has been skiimed ; and when uecessavy, stamp 
grief, or pain, or pleasure, or rage, or mildness upon it. 

But more of this hereafter. 

Let us now turn our attention to the Sloth, wliose native Th,: Sloth. 
haunts have hitherto been so little known, and pmhably 
little looked into. Those who have written <>u this singu- 
lar animal, have remarked that he is in a perpetual state of 
pain, that he is proverbially slow in his movements, that he 
is a prisoner in sjiace, and that as soon as he has consumed 
all the leaves of the tree upon which he hud mounted, he 
rolls himself up in the form of a hull, and then falls to the, 
ground. This is not the c.ise. 

If the naturalists who liave written tlie liistory of the 
sloth hud gone into the wilds, in order to examine his 
haunts and economy, they would not have drawn the fore- 
going conclusious ; they would have learned, that though 
all other (ptadrupeds may 1)0 described while resting upon 
the ground, the .sloth is an e.\ce]itiou to this rule, and that 
his history nmst be written while he is iu the tree. 

This singular animal is destined by nature, to be pro- 
duced, to live and to die in the trees; and to ilo justice' to 
him, luituralists must e.xaiuiiie him iu this his upper ele- 
ment. lie is a scarce and solitary animal, and being good 
food, he is iii'vcr allowed to escape. lie inhabits remote 
and gloomy fore.sts, wiiere snakes take np their aliode, and 
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w'ii-;,- Lruil''/ auil sc'jrpiiins, ainl .swauijis, 

aud iiiiuniiera'. 'le tiLOrnv ^driiln aud obi^truL’t 

the ijf uivilded man. d\ eii.- you to draw your 

Q-.va couclu.doiis li'oui tUo descripti'jU]; wliirdi Lave been 
;aiveu of the 'lotli, you would probably ,u>neL't, that no 
natui'cdi.st La^ actually pane into the wills witli the li.ved 
determination to iind him out and examine his haunts, 
and see whether nature lias eomuatted any bluuiler in the 
formation of this extraordinary creature, which ;ippears 
to U' .so forlorn iind miserable, ,su ill ]'ut tounther, and so 
tiitidly nniit to eiijtiy the blessings which have been so 
bountifully uiveu to tlw ve-t of animated natine ; for, as 
it ha-- formeily hc'-u remarked, he has no soles to his feet, 
iind he is eviilen'.ly ill at ca'c wlieii he tries to move on 
the oiouiid, and it is then that he looks up in yuur face 
vith a couuieuance that sa.vs, Have pity on me, for I am 
in pain and .soriow.'' 

it mostly liajipens tiiat ludiau.s and Xegroes are the 
jieople who catch tlie .slotii, and bring it to the white man: 
ht-ui c it niav Im conjectured that the erroneous accounts 
we have hithelto laid of the .sloth, have not been penned 
down with tlie .-lightest iutoucioii to mislead the reader, 
nr gitehiin an exaggerated history, hut that these i‘rror.s 
li.ive iiatiir.illy arisen liy exainiiiiug the sloth in thu.se 
places where n.iture never intended that he should he 
t.-xlilbited. 

llnwever, we are now in his own domain, klan hut 
little Ireipieiit.s these thick and noble forests, whieli 
e.xtend lar and wiile on cverv .side of Us. This, then, 
is tlie preper plaee to go in ipiest of tie .sloth. dVe wall 
list take a near view c,f Inm. Ilv obtaining a knowledge 
'' "1 bis aiiiilomy, we s'l.ill be enabled to account for Ids 
1 ,^ nmvemeut.s beivafler, wlieii we spe him in his proper 
haunts. Ill- lore-legs, or, mule eiji'iecUy speaking, his 
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ami^, are apparently much too long, -n-hile liis hind-legs 
are very short, and look as if they could he heiit almost 
to the shape of a corkscrew. Both the fore and hind legs, 
hy their form, and by the manner in which they are joined 
to the body, are quite incapacitated troni acting in a 
perpendicular direction, or mi supporting it on tlie earth, 
as the bodies of other ipiadrupeds are supported, hy their 
legs. Hence, when you ])lace him on tlie door, his belly 
touches the ground. Xow, granted that he sup[ii)rted 
himself on his legs like other animaB, neverlludess he 
would be in pain, for he has no soles to Ids feet, and his 
claws are very sluup and long, and curved; so that, were 
his body supported by his feet it woidil be by tlieiv 
extremities, just as your body wi.utld be, were you tc) throw 
yourself on all fours, and try to support it on tho ends of 
your toes and tlugers — a trying position. A\'eie tlie tloor 
of glass, or of a polished surface, the sloth would actually 
be quite .stationary; Imt as the ground is g(.merally rmigli, 
with little protuberances upon it, such as sluues, or roots 
of grass, &c., this just suits the sloth, atid he move.s his 
fore-legs in all direction.s, in order to find 'ouiethiiig to 
lay hold of ; and when he has succeeded, he pulls himself 
forward, and is thus euahled to travel ouwaids, hut at the 
same time in so tardy and awkward a maimer, as to aequire 
him the name of Sloth. 

Indeed his looks and his gestures evidently hetray his 
imconifoi'tahle situatiiiu ; and as a sigli every now and 
then escapes him, we may he entitled to coaelude that he 
is actually in pain. 

Some years ago I kept a sloth in my room fur several 
months. I often took him out of the house and }ilaeed 
him upon the ground, iu oriler to li.ive an opjioituuity of 
observing his motions. If the ground were rough, he 
would pull himself forwards, hy means of his Ibre-legs, at 
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a pretty yond pace ; and he invariably ininiediately shaped 
his euntse towards the nearest tree. Ihtt if I put hint npoii 
a smooth and well-trodilen p-art of the road, he a])peared 
to be in trouble and distress : his favourite abode was 
the back of a chair : ami after getting all Ids legs in a 
line upon the topmost part of it, he would hang there 
for hours together, and often with a low and inward 
cry, would seem to invite me to take notice of him. 

The sloth, in it.s wild state, spends its whole life in trees, 
and never leaves them but through force or by accident. 
An all-ruling Ihovidence ha.s ordered man to tread on the 
surface of the earth, the eagle to soar in the e.vpause of 
the .skies, and the monkey and scpiirrel to inhabit the 
trees : still these may change their relative situations 
witliout feeling much incouvenitnce : but the sloth is 
doomed to s[(end Ids wliole life in tlie trees ; and, what is 
iiifU’e extraordinary, not tlie hranche.s, like tlie squirrel 
and the monkey, hut them. He moves suspended 

from the branch, he rests suspended from it, and he sleeps 
suspended from it. To enable him to do this, lie must 
have a very diftbrent formation from that of any other 
known (piadruped. 

Hence, his seemingly bungled conformation is at otiee 
accounted for ; and in lieu of tlie sloth leading a painful 
lif(', and entailing a melancholy and mi.serable e.vistence 
on its progeny, it is hut fair to snrnd.se that it ju.st enjoys 
life as much as any other animal, and that its extra- 
oi'dinaiy formation and singular haluts are hut furtlier 
proofs to engage ns to admire the wonderful works of 
< •mnipotence. 

It iiuist be observed, that tlie sloth does not hang liead- 
dowiiwurd.s like the vampire. When asleep, he supports 
himself from a branch parallel to tbe earth. He first seizes 
the branch with one arm, and then with the other; and 
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after that, tiriiigs up liutli his legs, one hy one, to the same 
hraiieh ; so that all lour are in a line : he seems perfectly at 
rest in this position. Xoav, had he a tail, he would he at a 
loss to kiion' what to do with it in this position ; ■were he to 
draw it up within his legs, it would interfeie with them ; 
and ■were he to let it hang clown, it would hecouie the 
s])ort of the winds. Thus his detieieiicy of tail is a benefit 
to him; it is merely an ayiology fr,v a tail, scarcely 
exceeding an inch and a half in length. 

1 observed, when he was climbing, he never used his 
arms both together, Imt first one and then the other, and 
so on alternately. There is a singularity in his hair, 
different from that of all other animals, and, I believe, 
hitherto niinoticed hy natnrali.st.s ; his liair i.s thick and 
coarse at the extremity, and gradually tapers to the root, 
where it becoine.s fine as a spider’s weh. His fur has so 
luiieli the hue of the moss whii-h grows on the branches 
of the trees, that it is very dillieult to make him out when 
lie is at rest. 

Tlio male of the three-toed sloth has a longitudinal liar 
of very fine black hair on his hack, ratlier lower than the 
shoulder-hlades ; on each side of tltis black bar there is a 
Space of yellow hair, equally line ; it lias tlie appearance 
of being pressed into the body, and looks e.vaetly n.s if it 
had heeii singed. If we examine tlie anatomy of his fure- 
leg.s, we shall immediately jiereeive hy their firm and 
mnseular texture, how very eajiablo they are of supporting 
tlie pendent weight of his body, both in elinibiiig and at 
rest ; and, instead of pronouncing them a bungled com- 
position, as a celohrated natur.alist has done, we shall 
consider them as remarkably well euleiilated to perfurni 
their extraordinai v fuiietions. 

As the sloth is an iniiahitant of forests xvithiii the 
tropirs, where the trees Imich each otlu-r in the greatest 
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profu.'ioii, tliure to Le uo rea^ou why he bhould 

eoiihiie liiiiibeli tu (jiio tive alone for food, and entirely 
btiip it of its leaves. Ifuriii;^ tlie many year.b 1 have 
lanyed the forests, I have never .been a tree in such a 
state of nudity : indeed, I wnuhl hazard a eoiiiecture, 
that, hy the time the animal had fhiibhed the last of the 
old leaves, there would he a new einp on the nart of the 
tree he had .xtiipped lir.bt, jvady for him to begin again, so 
ijuiek ib the jiroce'S (zf vegetation in these countries. 

There i' a saying amongst the Indians, that when the 
viiid hlowb, tile Ml all hegins to travel, hi calm weather 
lie remains tiainiiiil, proleihly not liking to cling to the 
hrittle extremity of the braiielies, lest they .should hreak 
vith him in ]ia"iiig from one tree to another ; hut as soon 
as th(* wind lisc', the liraiiehe.s of the neighhouiiiig trees 
hecoiiie interwoven, and then the sluth seizes iiohl of tlieiii, 
and pursues his journey in sahly. Tjiere is seldom an 
entire day of calm in these f'lests. The trade-wind 
generally sets iii about ten o'rloek in the morning, and 
thus the sloth may s'-t oil alter breakfast, and get a euu- 
sideiable Way before dinner. He travels at a good round 
pace ; and Were vou to .see him jaiss truiii tree to tree, as 1 
liave (loiie, you would never think of ealling him a sloth. 

Ihus, it woiihl aiipe.'ir that tlie dilthient histories we 
ha\'e ot this i|U,idru]ied are erroneous on two ureounts : 
til st, that the writers or tiieia dotc-rred h\' dillieulties ami 
loe.d auiioyaiiees. have not paid .sutlieient attention to him 
in liis native haiiiils ; arid sueoiidly, they have described 
him ill a situarion m which he was never intended bv 
iiatuie to cut a iigiire ; 1 mean on the ground. The sloth 
Is as iiiueh at a losS to proceed oil his journey upon a 
Miioijth and level tloor, as a man would he who had to 
walk a mile in snli, upon a line of feather beds. 

Uiie day, as we were erossing the Esseijuilio, I saw a 
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luixe two-toed sloth on the uroimd upon tlie hank ; liow he 
had got there iiohoily could tell : the Indian said he had 
never surprised a sloth in sUeh a uhiiatioii heloie : lie 
would harrlly li.ive come there to drink, for both above 
and below tlie place, the branches of the trees touched the 
water, and aH'orded him an easy and safe access to it. lie 
this as it may, though tlie trees were not aljove twenty 
yards from him, he could not make his way tliruugh the 
sand, time enough to escape before we lauded. As soon as 
we got up to him he threw hini.self upon his back, and 
i.leteiided him.self in gallant style with his fore-leg.s. 
“ Uoiiic, poor fellow,” said I to him, “if thou hast got into 
a hobble to-dny, thou shalt not sutler for it : I'll ttike no 
advantage i.if thee in iiiisforiune ; the fore.st is large enough 
both for thee find me to rove in: go thy ways up above, 
and enjoy thyself in these endh-ss wdiK; it is mnri.' than 
])ri)bable tlu.m wilt never have another interview with 
man. So fare thee well. ' (.)n saying tliis, I took a long 

stick which was Inng there. 1 add it for him to hook on, 
and then euiiveyed him to a high and stately mmu. He 
aseendeil with wonderiid rapidity, and in about a minute 
be was almost at the tu}i of the tree. He now went off in 
a side direction, and caught hold of the branch of a iieigli- 
houriiig tree ; lie then prciceedcd towards tlio lieait of the 
forest. I stood looking on, lost in amazenieiit at his 
singular mode of piogrc.s.s. I followed him with luv eye 
till the intervening branches closed in botwi.xt ns ; and 
then I lost sight for ever of the two-toed sloth. I was 
going to add, that I lu-ver saw a sloth take to lus lieels in 
such earn(“;t ; but the e.xpressioii will not do, for the sloth 
lui' no heels. 

That which natmvdists have advanced of his being so 
tenacirms of life is ]ierfectlv true. I saw the heart of one 
beat for half an hour after it was t.ikeii out of the bodv. 


git 


TlIIIlIi 

•mUKXEY. 

n,: t, ru- 
in,, I Si, Hi 



■2-I2 


WAXl'KlilXr.S IX S(jL' 11I AMKiaCA. 


niiRn The seems to be tlic only tiling that will 

I'ill it quieklv. On reference to a former }iart of these 
■\\ an(leriuu.s, it will be seen that a poisoiieil arrow killed the 
sloth in abonl ten miutites, 

So much for this harmless, iinofleiiuiue' animal. lie 
holds a consiiieiious pilace in the catalogue of the animals 
of the new world. Though naturalists have made no 
mention of what follow^, still it Is not le.ss true on that 
account. The .sloth is the only quadruped known, which 
.s[)ends it> whole hie Ironi the hranch of a tree, suspended 
hy his h.et. I have paid iineoinnion attention to him in 
hi.s native haunts. The monkey and squirrel will seize a 
hraneh with their fore-feet, ami pull themselves up, and 
re^t or run njion it ; Init the sloth, after seizing it, still 
I'emuiiis suspended, and sn.spended moves along under the 
hrancli, till he can lay hold of another. Whenever 1 have 
.-eeu him in his native wo(jd', whether ut rest, or asleep, or 
on his travels, I have alway.s ohserved that he was suspended 
lioiii the branch of a tree. When his form and aiialomv 
are atleutiwly eoirsidered, it will appi-ar evident that the 
sloth cannot he at ease in any .situation, where his l‘)od 3 ' 
is higher, or above his feet. We will now take our leave 
(,if liim. 

./«/., fn the far-e.\tt'U(li>,g wilds of tniiatia, the traveller will 
he' a.stonisheil at the iiumeiise (piautity of Ants wliich las 
j.creeives <in the gi'ound and i)i the trees. They have nests 
in tlie hi, inches, four or five times as large a.s that of the 
rook : and they have a covered way from them to the ground. 
In tills ciivered V a\' thousands are peipetuallj' passing and 
ii-]'as-iiig ; and il you destrot' part of it, they turn to, and 
immedi.itels’ repair it. 

• Jther species ot ants again have no covered way; hut 
travel, exposed to view, upon the surface of the earth. You 
will .--"iiietiines .see a sliiiig of these ants a mile long, eaeli 
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carrying in its month to its nest a green leaf, the size of a 
sixpence. It is svoiiderful to observe the order in which 
they move, and with what pains and labour they surmount 
the obstructions of the path. 

The ants have their cneniies, as well as the rest of 
animated nature. Amongst the foremost of these stand 
the three species of Ant-bears. The smallest is not much 
larger than a rat ; the next is nearly the si/e of a fox ; and 
the third a stout and powerful animal, measuring about 
six feet from the snout to the end of the tail. He is the 
most inoffensive of all animals, and never injures the 
property of man. He is chielly found in tlie inmost 
recesses of the forest, and seems partial to the low and 
swampy parts near creeks, where the trooly-tree grows. 
There he goes up and down in cpte.'t of ants, of whieli 
there is never the least scarcity; so that he soon obtains a 
sufticient supply of food, with very little trouble. He 
cannot travel hist ; man is superior to hint in speed. 
"Without swiftness to eiiahle him to e.scape front his 
enemies, without teeth, the possession of which would 
assist him in self-defence, and without the jiower of 
htuTowiug in the ground, hy which he might conceal 
himself from liis pur.suer.s, he still is capable of ranging 
through these wilds in perfect safety ; imr does he fear the 
fatal pressure of the serpent’s fold, or the teeth of the 
famislied jaguar. Haturc has formed his fore-legs wonder- 
fully thick, and strong, and inuscular, and arnu'd his feet 
with three treineiidous sharj) and crooked claws. Whenever 
he siu/es an animal with these formidahle weapons, he hugs 
it close to his liinly^ and kccjis it tlieic (ill it dies throuuh 
pressure, or through evaut of food. Hor does the aut-hear, 
in the meantime, sui'l'er mucli from loss ot' jiliment, as it is 
a well-kniiwn fact.tluit he can go lonucr w ithout food than, 
jierlinp', any other niiimal, except the lan(l-toitui>e. His 
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'iaii i' (11 a texmie that purt'eetly resL'ts tlie Ijite of a Joq' 5 
lii^ liiiiili-r 2'art=; niv pivitectei^l by thick and shaucjy hair, 
whili' In'; jiiiniHii'a tail i' laiye cnonc;]! to cover his svliole 
body. 

The Indians have a yreat dread of comiiiL;' in contact 
vitli the niit-bi-ar: and alter disabling him in the chase, 
iiewr tliiiik ol' n]i]iroaching him till he be Cjiiite dead. It is 
jK.ihaiis on ac'ji.'unl (sf this caution, that naturalists have 
net'er y'-t given to the woild a true and correct drawing of 
till' 'ingnlar nninad. or describeil the peculiar position of 
his p,re-ii.|.{ cyIii-ii lie walks or stands. If, in taking a 
dravine li'om a dead ant-ljear, you judge of the position in 
A\liiijli he stand" frmii that (.if all other terrestrial animals, 
the sl,,t]i excepted, you will l.ie in enxu'. Examine only a 
tiguK' ot tin's animal, in Insoks of natural history, or inspect 

II stulitol ']ieenie-n in tlie hc't museums, and yon will see 
tliat tie.' foie-clau ' are ju't in the same forward attitude as 
those ol' a dog. or a C(jmmoii hear when he wallts nr stands. 
Hut tlii" is ^ (li'toiled and unuatuial position ; and in life, 
vould i(e II ].ainl'ul and intolembh’ attitude fi.ir the aiit-hear. 
llie h.mgtli and curve (.if hi^ claws cainint admit of such a 

ii.n. Wlieii he walk" or stands, hi.s f(>et have somewliat 
the .ippeai anee df cluh-haud. He goes eiitirelv' on the 
outer "llie of his fore-feet, which are rpiito Lent inwards ; 
the claws colli.-rted into a jinint, and going under the foot. 

III ti.i' j.o'ition he i" (piite at easiri; while his long claws 
are ili-piis.-d i,i ni a manner to render them harndess to 
him, and are ]ireventcd from heeoiniiig dull and worn, liko 
those of the do.;, which would inevitably be the case, did 
tle-ir piiiiit" c'ljiiie ill actual contact with the ground; for 
In, 1 i.iv,’,. liav.; Hot that retractile power which is given to 
aiiiiiiaK ot the ti-line speeie.s by which they are enabled to 
pii'cive the "haipiiess of their claws on the most flintv 

itli. A -liulit iii'pectioii ot the fore-feet of the ant-bear. 
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will iiaiuediately convince you of the mistake artists and third 
naturalists have fallen into, by putting his fore-feet in the 
same position as tho.se of other quadrupeds ; for you avill 
]H-rceive tliat the \Yhole outer .side of liis foot is not only 
deprived of hair, hut is hard and callous ; proof positive 
of its being in periietual contact witli the ground. Xow, on 
the contrary, the inner side of tlie bottom of his foot is 
soft and rather hairy. 

There is another singularity in tlie anatomy of the ant- Fccu- 
bear, I believe, as yet unnoticed iu the page of natural 
hi.story. lie has two very large glands situated below the tonuioftke 
mot of the tongue. From these is emitted a glutinous 
liquid, with which his long tongue is luhiic<ited when he 
puts it into the auts’ iie.rts. These glands are of the same 
sulistciuce as those found in the hiwer jaw of the wood- 
pecker. d'he secretion from them, when wet, is very 
clammy and adlie-rive, hut on heing dried it loses the^e 
(luulities, and You can pulverize it belwi.vt vour linger and 
thumb ; 'S.i that, in dissection, if any of it has got upon the 
far of the animal, or the feathers of the bird, allow it to dry 
there, and then it may he reinnved without leaving the least 
stain bcdiiiid. 

The ant-bear is a pacific animal. He is never the first 
to begin the attack. His motto may l.ie, “ Xoli me tangere.” 

.Vs his habits and liis hauiils differ materially from those 
Ilf every other animal in the forest, their interest^ never 
clash, and thus he might live to a good old age, and die at 
last in peace, w em it not that his fie-^li is good food. On 
this account the Indian wages perpetual war again.-’t him, 
and as he eannot escape by lliglit, lie falls an eiuy prev to 
tlie })oi^oned arrow, shot from the Indian’s how at a distance. 

If ever he be closely attacked by dogs, he immediatelv 
throws himself on his back, and if he he fortunate enough 
to catch hold of his enemy with his tremendous claws, 
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thi' iiivadi’T i-: ‘-lire to pay for liis ra^lino^s with tlio loss 
of liie. 

We ivill now take a o'iew of the vampire. As there was 
a free entrance anil exit to the vanphre in the loft where I 
slept, I hail many a tine opportunity of paying attention to 
tlii^- nocturnal .snreeon. He iloes not always live on hlood. 
AVlieii the ni" m .sin me hriiiht, anil the fruit of the I'anana- 
trer was ripe, I couhl see him approach and eat it. Ho 
svould also briny into tlie loft, from the foiest, a green round 
fruit, something hke the wild guava, and nliout the size of a 
nutmeg. There was .si.unething also, in the hlo'Soin of the 
.s.iv.irri nul-tree, Mhieh was grateful to him ; for on eoniing' 
u[i Waratilhi creek, in a moonlight night, I saw seveivd 
A’ainiiires fluttering' inund tlie top of the sawarri tree, and 
every now and tlien the blossoms, which they had broken 
oif fell into the water. They certainly did not drop off 
naturally, for on examining' several ol them, they ajipeared, 
([uite fresh and blooming, .“so I concluded the vampires 
pullc-l them from the tree, eitlier to gi.d at the incipient 
fruit, or to catch the insects which often take up their abode 
in tlowci's. 

'file vampire, in general, measures alnut twenty-.six inches 
fioin wing to wing, extended, though 1 once killed one which 
niLasuied thirty-two inches. He freipieuts old ahaudoned 
houses and liollow trees ; and .sometimes a cla.ster of them 
may he seen in the forest liaiiging head downwards, from 
the hrani'h of a ti'ce. 

(oihl-mith 'eems to liave heeii aware tliat the vampire 
h'liig' 111 chisteis ; for iu the r. /-/a// rd/a./i', sjicaking of 
Aiiieiira, he say.s, — 

“ .Vii'l 111 ittc il wr.oil..-, v.lir re liir.ls forg.-t tn siic^, 

Iliii -il- lit lilt-, m iliiiw^y I In'-!' It I ling ’’ 

1 he vamiiire has a tnrions meiiilu'anp, which rises horn 
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the iio^e, aiul "ive.s it a very singular appearaiiee. It has ihikd 
heeii iL'iiiarkeil I'etni'e, that there are two sjiecies ot vampire 
in Guiana, a larger and a smaller. The larger sucks men 
and other animals : the smaller seems to conhiie himselt 
chiefly to birds. 1 learnt from a gentleman, high up in the 
river Deiiierara, that he was com[detely unsuccessful with 
his fowls, on account of the small vampire. He showed me 
some that hid been sucked the night liefore, and they were 
scarcely able to walk. 

.SuiJie vears ago 1 went to the river I’aumaroii with a Aihnl^t, 
Scotch 'leiitleman, bv name Tarbet. We hung our haiu- 
mocks in the thatched lott ot a planter's lioiisc. Xext 
morning I heard this gentleman muttering' in hi'^ liammoek, 
and now and then letting lull an inipiecatioii or two, just 
about the time he ought to have heeii saying his murniiig 
prayers. ^^■hat is the nuitter, Sir,” said I, softly ; “ is 
any thing anii.S' i" “ ^\Tlat's tlie niattm' 1 " answered he, 
surlily; '•■\\h\, the vampires liave heeii sucking me to 
death.” As soon a,s there was light enough, 1 went to liis 
hammock', and .saw it much .stained with blood. '■ There,” 
said he, thrU'ting liis fodt out of the hammock, “ ,see how 
these infernal imps have been drawing my life’s blnod.’ 

On e.xaininiiig his foot. I found the vampire had tapped 
his great toe : there vas a Wound somewhat less tliaii that 
made liv a Iceeh ; tlie hlooil was still oozing from it ; 1 
eonj’eetured he might have lost from ten to twelve ouiiees 
of hlooil, 'Whilst examining it, 1 think 1 put him into a 
worse humour hy reiiiarking, that an Eui' 0 [iean surgeon 
would not have lieeii so gonorons as to have hlooded him 


without making a eharge. lie looked up in my thee, but 
did Hut sav a word: I s.iw he x\as ot ojiiuion that 1 had 
hetter have spared this iiiece of ill-timed levity. 

It was lint the hi't punishment of this good gentleman 
in the river I’aumaron. 1 he ne.xt niglit lie was doomed 1o 
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undergo a kind of ordeal unknown in Europe. Tliere is 
a species of large red ant in Guiana, sometimes called 
liancer, sometimes Cousliie. These ants march in millions 
tlnough the country, in com[)act order, like a regiment of 
soldiers ; they cat up every insect in their maich ; and if 
a house obstruct their route, they do not turn out of the 
way, ljut go quite through it. Though they sting cruelly 
when molested, the planter is not sorry to see them in his 
house ; for it is lait a passing visit, and tliey destroy every 
kind of imsect vermin that has taken shelter under his roof. 

Xow, in the Eritish plantations of Guiana, as well ns in 
Europe, there is alway.s a little temple dedicated to the 
goddess (.Toacina. (dur dinner had cliielly consisted of 
eiubs, dres.sed in rich and dilferciit ways, ruumaroii is 
famous fur crah-;, and strangers who go thither consider 
them the givate-t luxury. The •'Scotch gentleman made a 
very capital dinner on crabs ; but this change of diet x^as 
jiroductive of unpleasant circumstances : he awoke in the 
night in that state in which Virgil describes Cieleno to 
have been, vi7. “ hedis-inia vmitris proluvies.” I'p he got, 
to verify the reinaik, 

'• .s.’iir., ant ■■uiu,, m poii'''r.uiius ail uii.i’ii. ' 

Now, unluckily for himself, and the nocturnal tranquillity 
of the planter’s house, just at that unfortunate hour, the 
<.'oU'liie Ants were jiassing' ttci'itTS the seat of (Jloaeina'.s 
temple; he had never dreamed ot this; and .so, turning 
his face t(j the lioor, he placed himself in the usual situation 
which the Votaries of the godde-^s generallv ta.ke. Had a 
li,ghted iiiateh di'o]i]ieil upon a pound of gunpowder, as he 
atterward-' reniaiked, it could not have eaiised a greater 
recoil. Tp he jumped, and forced his way out, roaring for 
help and fur a light, for he was worried alive liy ten thousand 
devihs. The fact i', he had sat down upon an intervening 
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body of coix?l]ie ants. Alaiiy of tLo.se wlucli escaped, being tiuud 
crushed to death, turned again, and, in revenge, stung the '^o t-iiNE T. 
unintentional intruder most severely. The watchman had 
fallen asleep, and it was some time before a light could be 
procured, the hre having gone out ; in the mean time, the 
poor gentleman was sntfering an indescribable martyrdom, 
and would Lave found himself more at home in the Augean 
stable than in the ]ilanter'’.s hoirse. 

I had often wi.shed to have lieeii once sucked by the 
vampire, in order that I might have it in my power to .«ay 
it had really happened to me. There can be no pain in the 
operation, for the patient is always asleep wlien the vampire 
is sucking him; and as ibrtlie loss of a few ounces of hlood, 
that would he a tride in the L.iug lun. Alauy a night iiave 
I slept with my foot out of tlie hammock to tempt this 
winged surgeon, expecting that he would lie there ; but it 
was all ill vain ; the vam^iire never sucked me, and I could 
never account fir his not doing so, for we were inhabitants 
of the same loft for months together. 

The armadillo is very common in these forests; he 
burrows in the sand-hills like a ralibit. As it often takes ‘ ^ ”■ 
a considerahle time to dig him out of his hole, it would he 
a long and laborious business to attack each hole iudis- 
crimiiiately without knowing whetlier the animal were 
there or not. To prevent disappointment, the Indians 
carefully examine the mouth of the hole, and put a short 
stick down it. Xow if, on introducing the stick, a number 
of mosquitos come out, the Indians know to a certainty 
that the armadillri is in it : wherever there are no mosquitos 
in the hole there is no armadillo. The Indian having 
satisHed himself that the armadillo is there, by the mos- 
quitos which come out, he immediately cuts a long and 
slender stick, and introduces it into the hole : he carefully 
ob.serves the line the stick take.s, and then sinks a pit in 
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tlie >aiid t'l r,itL-li the und ot' it: tiiis di'Ui', lie puts it 
farther into the Imle. and amitlii-r pit, and so on, till 
at last he comes up with the armadillo, wliii h had beou 
iiiiddnp' itself a passaue in the sand till it had exhausted 
all its -ireiigth through pure exerticm. I h ive been some- 
tuiie.s three quaitevs of a day in digging' out one ariuadillo, 
and olilig-ed to sink lialf a dozen pits, ,~eveu feet deep, 
before I got up to it. The Indians and uegioes are verv 
find of the llesh, hut I considered it strong and rank. 

Oil laying hold of the ariuadillo you must bii cautions 
not tij eome in contact witli his feet : they are armed with 
.shir[) elaw.s. and witli them lie will iiitiii.t a .severe wound 
in self-defeiiee : when not iiiolested, he is t'ery harmless 
and iiiiioeeiit ; he would put you in mind of the hare in 
Oay’s fable, s, — 

“ «;ar-‘ w.is Ut-w-r to oil- u I. 

Aii'l i'\'i-ry cteitur- wM' lu-r ' 

d’he atniaddlo swims well in time of ne,.il, Imt do 'S not 
,go into the water by clioice. He is very seldom seen 
.ibroail (luring the d.iy ; and wln.m surprised, h(.‘ is sure to 
he iieiir the mouth of Ins hole. Every pail of tin' iirmi- 
dlllo i-. Will lirotlM-teil by liis .shell, excepit his lal'S. In 
life, this ■'hell is very limber, .so that the animal eiiahled 
to go at full stretch, or roll himself up into a ball, as 
oeeasioii may require. 

( bi inspecting the arrangement of the shell, ir pints vou 
very much in mind of a coat of armour; indeed it i.s a 
natural coat of avuiour to the armadillo, and being eom- 
]iO'i’d bi.ith of scale and bone, it alfords ample secutitv, and 
liU' a jde.ising ellc'ct. 

i Often, when roving in tlic wilds, T would fall in with 
the Land rortoise ; he too ii'lds another to tla* let of un- 
ottendiiig anlinaH ; he sidisi-ts (ju the lalleii fruits of the 
toic't. ■\\'lien an enemy iqiproAches he never thinks of 
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llnre Lis duuin in j.iilieiice: Im wily souils to Lave 

tM u enemies wLu cun do him any damage ; one of tLcse is 
tile Boa Constrii/tor ; this snake sAvalloAvs the toituise alive, 
shell and all. Hut a Loa large enough to do this is very 
scarce, and thus there is nut iiuich to appreLeiid from that 
cjuarter ; the oilier eneinj’ is man, who takes up the tor- 
toise, and carries him away. Man also i.-, scarce in these 
never-ending wilds, and the lutle depredations he niay 
commit upon the toitoise uill be nothing, or a nn-re tritle. 
The tiger’s teeth cannot penetrate its shell, nor can a 
stroke of his paws do it any damage. It is of so compact 
and stn.ing a nature, that there i.s a common saying, a 
London waggcin might roll over it and not break it. 

Ere we iiruceed, let us take a relrosjiective vieev of the 
live animals just enumerated ; they are all ipiadriipeds, 
and Lave some very particidar mark, or mode of existence, 
dilferent from all other animals. The sloth has four feet, 
but never can use them, to siipjiort his body on the earth ; 
they want soles, vLich aie a marked feature in the feet of 
other auiuials. The ant-bear has iioi a tootli in his Lead, 
still he roves fearh-s.s on, in the same forests with the 
Jaguar and boa constrictor. Tlie vampire does not make 
rise* ot Lis feet to walk, hut to stretch a memhrane, wliieh 
enables him to go np into an element where no oilier 
quadruped is .seen. The armadillo has only here and there 
a straggling hair, ami has lu-itherfnr, nor wo(d, nor liri'lles, 
hut ill lieu ot them has received a movahle .shell, on w hieh 
aie scales very much like those of lishe.s. Tlie torloi'O is 
uvipaojus, entirely vitliont any appearance of hair, and is 
oliiigeil to accommodate itself to a shell which is quite hard 
and iiitlexilile, and in no ])oint of view uhalever uhedienl to 
the will 01 pleasure of the bearer. Tlie egg of the tortoi'-e 
has a very hard shell, while that of the turtle is quite sott. 
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Till' VaiiilUi. — JUMiiiii:; of tin. wotu. — .SiiiiiU Cityiiian.— DaiMy Qaa^hi — 
AVa-faj. — Veinmioii' I'fj'tile* .aii'l wiM I'a.isr^. — Poison of tin’ ta’t'iiri 
snake — Expaiiinent with a L.ih.iiii. — Tlie la. te-i'ocn;.', — The Chi-goc, 
— Its iKst. — Tuks, oiiil Iio'.v to pat I’M oi til* 111. — i'ho tive tribes— 
Their habitations ainl nioile of life. — Piivairi. — 'I he Pee-ay-rnan. — A 
nation without a hi-toiy. — P.iniaw.ay nrprote — ilr. LTiiiojisioiie and 
Ills bertiecs. — 'Wounded waviiors. — V.ilouf rcwiU'i,-d. — lidui.iitioij. — 
C'liaraeter of the native. — Shdl in liutuino . — X head aiinanie. — The 
sun as a eornnass. — 'J'liinue'S of I'lOl'iilation. 


Tx some parts of tlie.se forests I iso-.v the Vaiiilia growiiiLi 
luxitviantly. It eixops tin the trees to the height of 
tliirty or forty feet. I fntuul it ‘.liiti'nilt to get a ripe pod, 
as the monkeys arc very fond id' it, and generally took 
care to get there Lefi.irc nie. Thu ]iod hanes from the 
tree in the sliape of a little scahhard, A'ayiia is the 
Spaiiisli for a s'.ahoard, and Vanill.x fur a little soahliard. 
Hence the name. 

In Mihiri creek there wa.s a cayman of tiic small species, 
nipasitring aomu live feet in length; I saw it in tlie same 
I'lace for months, hut could never get a shot at it ; fur the 
iiiiiuient I tlmnght I was sure of it, it dived nndiT t’ne 
water hefure I could piull the trigger. At la.st I got an 
Indian with Ins Low and arrow ; he stood n[i in the canoe 
with his Low ready Lent, and as we drifted past the place, 
he sent his arrow into the cayman’s eye, and killed it 
dead. The skin of this little spur-ies is niucli liarder and 
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stroiisier tliaii tLai. ui iLe laiuc* kiml ; it is aouil food, and Tiiicn 
tastes like voal. " " J^^ rr.s v.r. 

kly iri'Aiil, Air. Edinonscone, liad very klndiy iei; me A'.'//-.. 
iKU’e one of Ids old lu-erne.s, and he constantly attended 
me ; his name veas iJaddy ytaaslii ; he hail a hrave .slornaeli 
for heterogeneous food ; it could diyest, and relLsIi too, cay- 
rnan, nioiiides, hawks, atiJ yvtius. Tiio Daddy made three 
or four meals on this cayman wliile it wa.s not a'osoiutely 
putrid, and salted the rest. 1 coulJ never yet him to face 
a .snake ; the liurror he hetraved on seein.tr one was beyond 
description : I asked him why he was so tenihly alarmed ; 
he said it was by .seeing so many dogs, from ti'iie to time, 
killed by them. 

Here I had a fine opportunity of e.xaiuining .sevei al Spcrirs c'f 
species of the caprimulgtts. I am fully peisiuided that tlie.se 
innocent little birds never suek tlie le.i'l.s ; for when they 
approach tliem, and jump npa at their udilers, it is to cateli 
the flies and insects tiiere. dMien the inouu siinue bright, 

I would frequently go and stand wiilun three yards of a 
cow, and distinctly seC- the euprimulgus catch the flies on 
its udder. On looking for tltem in the fove.st, during tlie 
day, I either found them on tlie ground, or else invariably 
sitting luiiii'iifidiihillij on the bvaneli of a tree, not cmuchc 
bkc all other birds. 

The XVasps’ or iHaribimta.s, are great plagues in these ThrWnKp 
forests, and require the naturalist to be cautious as he ' 

wanders mt and down. Some ni.ike their ncsts pendent 
from the branches ; others have tlieui tlxecl to the under- 
side of a leaf. Xow in pas.sing on, if you liappen to dis- 
turb one of these, they sally forth and punish you severely. 

The largest kind is blue; it lirings blood where its sting 
enters, and causes ])ain and inilainmalion enongli to create 
ii fever. The Imlians make a Are under the nest, and 
after killing or diiviiig away tlie old ones, they rlla,■^t the 
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yiiriii” yml'S iii the coiuh and eut them. I tiied theiu 
(iiice Ij}' way ul' de&^^elt utter dinner, hnt iny stomac-h was 
i.tlend‘'il at tlieii intiu-ion ; prubahly it was more the idea 
than the taste that caused the stoinacli to lehed. 

Time and exjieiience Inn e convinced me tliat theie is not 
tiiueli danyer in roviny anionyst snakes and wild Leasts, 
2 iru\ided only that you have selt'-eonimand. YtiU must 
lu ver miiioach them abruptly; it so, }uu are .sure to pay 
tor }our lasLness; Leeaime the idea of self-defence is 2 ’re- 
(hauinant in every animal, and thus the snake, to defend 
huiiself lioin what he considers an uttai’k ujioii him, makes 
the iutnulm- feel tlie deadly elf'ect of his imisonous i'anys. 
The jayuar Ihes at you and knocks you senseless with a 
-tioke (.if hill jiaw : whereas, if you had not come upon 
1dm too -nddenly, it is ten to one hut that he had retired, 
ill lieu of di'putiiiy tlie iiath with you. The labarri snake 
rely ]ioi,'on(nm, ami 1 Lave often ui>pvoaelied within two 
,\ ards of liiiu without fear. I took care to move very Softly 
ami yeiitly without nmviny my arms, and he always al- 
lowed me to have a tine view ut him, without showiiiy the 
h a-t im lination to make a spriny at me. He would ajuiear 
ti.i keep his eye fi.xed oil me, as tliouyli suspicii.ius, hut that 
w,!-. ,dl. .'^oiiietiines I have taken a stick ten feet lony, 
and placed it on the laharri'.s hack. He would then ylii.le 
away without oJleriny msi-tanee. But when I juit the 
end ot the .stick ahrujitly to hi.s head, he inuiiediately 
ojieiied hi- iiioiuh, llew at it, and hit it. 

< hie d.iy, widiful to see how the pni.soii comes nut of 
the f.iiU' of the snuke, I cauyht a labarri alive. He was 
about, ciybt leet lony. 1 Leld bim by the neck, and niy 
li.ind was so near bis jaw, that he had not room to move 
his licail to bile it. TTiis was the only 2 '‘"''ifioii I could 
have held him ill with s.d'etv and efleet. To do so, it only 
ii'ipiiied a little resolution and coolness. 1 then took a 
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small piece of stick in tlie other luiml, aiiJ pre^^tJ it Timm 
against the fang, which is iiivariahly in the upper jr.w. 

Towards the point of the fang, tliere is a little oLluiig 
aperture uii the convex side of it. Through this, there is 
a communication down the fang to the root, at which lie.-^ 
a little hag conlainiiig' the poison. Xow, when the point 
of the fang is pressed, the root of the fang also pres-es 
against the bag, ami sends up a portion of tlie jiuisoii 
therein contained. Thus, when I applied a piece of stii k 
to the point of the fang, tliere came out of the hole aliguur 
thick and yellow, like strong camomile tea. This was tlie 
jioison, which i.s .'<0 dieadful in its effect.p as to render the 
laharri snake one of the ino.st pui.-rouous in the foic.sts of 
Guiana. I once caught a fine lahani, and made it bite 
itself. I forced the poisonous fang into its belly. In a lew 
minutes I thought it was going to die, for it appeared null 
and heavy. However, in half an hour's time, he was as 
brisk and vigorous a.s ever, and in the eo’urso of the day 
showed no symptoms of being affected. Is then the life 
of the snake proof against its own poison ? Tliis .subject is 
not unworthy of tlie consideration of the naturalist. 

In Guiana there i.s a little insect in the grass and on the T/" 
sliiubs, which the French call llete-rouge. It i.s of a beau- '■'"'"2' 
tiful scarlet colour, and so minute, that you must biiiig 
your eye close to it before you can perceive it. It is mo-'t 
numerous iii tlie rainy season. Its bite causes an intoler- 
able itching. The best way to get rid of it, is to rub ihe 
part ati’ected with oil or rum. You mU't lie careful nut to 
scrateh it. H you do .so, and Lreak the skin, you exjuee 
ymii'self to a .sore. The first year T was in Guiana, tlie 
bete-i'ouge, and my own want of knowledge, and, I may 
add, the little attention I paiil to it, created an ulcer above 
the ankle, which annoyed me for si.x luontlis. and if I 
hobbled out into tlie grass, a number of beto-rouge would 
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Eetiie on the eilyes of tiio stire, ann incveri'.e tiie inflannna- 
tioii. 

Still inoic iucoiiveiiipLih riaiuftil, ainl aiiiioyiu" is another 
little pC't, called the Cliegoe. It look-: exactly like a very 
sinall Ilea, and a ctr.uiyvr v.-oiihl take it for one. However, 
ill aljout lull!' and twenty Luiu-:, he veotild have .sevenil 
liroad hints that lie had uiraie a mistake in hi.s ideas of the 
iinimal. It att.ick.^ iliii'tivnt pait.s of the hudy, hut chietly 
the feet, hetwixt the toe-nails and the llesh. There it 
btu'ifs itself, and at fiist caused an itching not tuinleasant. 
In a day or .“o, alter examining the part, you perceive a 
place about the .siite of a pea, .somewhat discoloiireJ, rather 
of a blue appc.uance. Sometimes it happen, s that the 
itching i.s so tiivial. yon are not aware that tlie miner i.5 at 
Work. Time, they say, make.s great di.scoverie^. The 
discolouied p;at turns out to he the nest of the cliegue 
containing hiimlred.s of eggs, which, if allowed to hatch 
there, the yniiiig om-s will soon begin to form other ne.sts, 
and in time cause a spreading ulcer. As .suou as you 
perceive that vott have got the cliegoc in your fle.sh, you 
must take a needle, or a .sharp-pointed knife, and take it 
out. If the iitsi be formed, great care must be taken not 
to break it, otherwi.sc some of the eggs remain iii the He.sli, 
and then yon will .soon be annoyed with more cliegoes. 
After removing tlie nest, it is well to drop si'irit of tur- 
jientiiie into the hole : that will most effectually destroy 
any chegoetliat may he lurking there. Sometimes I have 
taken four nests out of my feet in the course of the daj'. 

Every evening, before sundown, it was part of my 
toilette to examine my feet, and see that they were clear 
of cliegoes. Aow and then a nest would escape the 
scrutiny, and tlien I liad to .smart for it a day or two after. 
A chegoe once lit upon tlie back of my hand; wi.shfiil to 
see how he worked, I allowed him to take pDs=c,ssion, He 
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iimiietliately set to work, head loremost, and in about third 
half an hour he had completely bnried himself in the skin. 

I then let him feol th.e point ot iny knife, and exterminated 
liim. 

l\Iore than once, after .sitting down upon a I’otten .stump, T<H-s. 

I have found iny.self covered with Ticks. There is a short 
and ea-iy way to get rpiit of these unwelcome adherents. 

Aldke a large fire and stand elo-^e to it, and if you be 
covered with ticks, tliey will nil fall otf. 

Let us now forget f n a wliile the puadruped.s, serpents, 
and insect.-:, and take a transitory view of the native In- 
dians of these foi'est.s. 

Tl lore are five prineijial nations or tribes of Indians in -P- 
ri-dcro/d I tiitch Guiana, conitnonly known ]>y the rraine triJs^nf 
of 'Warow, Arownck. Acciwny, Garib, niul Alacouslii. Tliey -t'l'Ua/is. 
live in small hamlets, which coimist of a few huts, never 
exceeding twelve in numlier. These huts are always iii 
the f irest. near a river or some crock. They are open on 
all sides, (except those of the IMaconshi,) and covered with 
a species of palm leaf. 

Their ]iriiieipal furniture is tlie lianiuiock. It serves Tlfir 
them Loth for chair and bed. It is commonlv made 
cotton; tliough tliO'C of the IViiroM,- are Ibnneil from the 
;eta tree. At night tlicv always make a lire clo-e to it. 

The liciit keeps tlieiu warm, and tin' smoke drive.s nwav 
the inosyuitds ainl sand-tlies. A'eii sometimes liiid a table 
111 the hut; liut it was not made by the Indians, lait bv 
Some negro, or mulatto cavjieiiter. 

They cut down aiiont an acre or two of tlie trees which o.v.o.,!. 
surruund the huts, ami iherc ]ilaut rcj'pci, I'apaw-, Sweet 
and Litter Ct-sava, I’Lint.iin--, Sweet I’otatoe.s, Yams, 
Liiie-^Vpples, and Silk-Gra-'S. Lc,.;jde.s iliese, thev gene- 
rally have a lew aeies in --oine fei’tile jiart of llie fne.'-t Ibr 
their cassava, which is as bread to them. Thtiy make 
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eiirtlieu juits tu boil tlieir jirovi-^ioiis in; and they yet from 
the w hite nion flat circular plates of iron, on which they 
bake their cassava. They have to yrate the cassava 
belbre it is jae^sed, preparatory tu bakiny ; and those In- 
dians who aie too far in the wilds to procure graters I'roiii 
the vliiie men, make use of a flat piece of wood, studded 
with .sharp stones. They have no cows, horse.s, mules, 
goats, .sheeje or a.sse.s. Tlie men hunt and fish, and the 
'wumeii woik in tlie provision ground, and cook their 
victuals. 

in efe-h hamlet there is the trunk of a large tree, 
liollowed out like a trough. In this, from their cassava, 
they make an abominable ill-tasted and sour kind of fer- 
iiiciUed liipior, called piwarri. They are very fund of it, 
and never tail to get drunk after every brewing. Thu 
1iV(|ueneyot tlie brewing depends upon tlie superabundance 
of cassava. 

Ill all men and women go without clothes. The men 
lia\ e a cotton wrapper, and the Women a bead-ornamented 
Mpiare piece of cotton, about the .si/'e of your hand, fur 
the tig-leaf. Those far away in the interior, use the bark 
of a tiee for this purpo.se. They are very clean peo]ile, 
and wash in the river, or creek, at least tuice every day. 
Tlayv paint themselves with tlie roucou, sweetly perfumed 
with liavawa or accaiari. Their hair is black and lank, 
and never curled. The women braid it up fancifully, 
.something in the shape of Itianaks head-dress in ancient 
pictures. Tliey have very few diseases. Old age and 
]adiiion,iiy complaints seem to be the chief agents for 
reinoNiiig them to another world. The pulmonary com- 
phuiits are generally brought on by a severe cold, which 
they do not know how to arrest in its progress, liy the use 
of the lancet. 1 never .saw an idiot amongst them, nor 
coul.l 1 jierceive any that vere detbriiied from their birth, 
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Their women never perish in chihibed, owing, no doubt, to 
their never weuring stays. 

They have no pulilic religious ceremony. They acknow- 
ledge two superior beings, — a good one, and a bad one. 
They pray to the latter not to hurt them, and they are of 
opinion that the former is too good to Jo them an injury. 
I suspect, if the truth were known, the individuals of the 
vdlage never otter up a single prayer or ejaculation. They 
have a kind of a priest called a Pee-ay-man, who is an 
enchanter, lie finds out things lost. He mutters prayers 
to the evil spirit over them and their children when they 
are sick. If a fever be in the vill.pge, the I’ee-ay-man 
goe.s about all night long, howling, and making dreadful 
noises, and hegs the had S[iirit to depait. Put he has 
veiy seldom to perform this part of Ids duty, as fevers 
seldom visit tin' Ini.lian hitnlets. However, when a fc'ver 
docs come, ami his incantations are of no avail, which 1 
iniagiiie is most commonly the ca^e, tliey ahandon the 
place for ever, and make a new settlement elsi'where. 
They consider the owl and the go.atsneker as familiars of 
the evil spirit, and never destroy tlieni. 

I could fiinl no monuments or marks of antiipiity 
amongst these Indians; so that after penetrating to the 
Ilio Pranco, from the shores of the Western (Icean, had 
any body questioned me on this subject, I should have 
answered, I have seen nothing amongst these Indians 
which tells me that they have e.vlsted here for a century; 
though, for aught I know to the contrary, they miv have 
been here hefoU' tlie Pedemption, hut their total vaiit of 
civilization has assimilated them to the forests in v Inch they 
wander. Thus, an aged tree falls ami moulders into dust 
and vou cannot tell what was its appearance, its lieauties, 
or its diseases amongst tlio neighhonring trees; aiintlicr 
has shot up in its ]ilaee, and after nature has had her 
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course, it will make way for a ^ucces^or in its turn. So 
it is witli tlie Indian of Guiana; lie is now laid low in tlie 
dust; lie has Ldc no recordi lieliiud liim, either on parch- 
ment, or on a stone, or in earthenvcai'e, to .s:iy what lie has 
done. I’erh.ips the pdaee where his huried ruins lie was 
nnliealtliy, and the ^iirvivov^ have leit it long ago, and 
gone far away into the wilds. All tlad yon can say is, 
the trees v.diere I stand ai'pear lower and smaller than the 
lest, and frcuu this 1 conjecture, that some Indians may 
have had a settlement here formerly. "Were I hy chance 
to meet the son of the f.ithi-r who luotilders heie, lie could 
tell me that his f itlier was famous for .slaying tigers and 
sei[)enls and caymen, and noted in the chase of the tapir 
and Wild hoar, hut that lie remenihers little or nothing of 
Ills grand father. 

They ate Vciy jcMhiu- of tlieir lil>erty, and much at- 
tached to their own mode of living. Though those in the 
neiglihouihood of the Eiirojiean settlements have cuiiotant 
commuiiicatii.in witii tie- whiles, they have no inclination 
to liecoine (.ivili/i^d. Some Indians who have nccomvianied 
wliite men to lluropnc on reiurniiig to their own laud, have 
tlirown i>:f tie ir clothes, and gone ha.-k into the forests. 

Ill IJeorge-t'.v. 11. the caj.ital of iJemeiar.i, there is a Lirge 
.sla-d. op'']) oil ,i',l .'liles. Ijlllll ior them iy order of gOVerii- 
iii-'iit. lliilii'i’ the Imliai.s corne willi monkies, piarrots, 
Ijows and aiTov, '. and j^maiL-;. TlieV Sell these to the 
wliiio iii'-h i..i' moll, y, ami too ofiru piurchase rum v.ith it, 
to wliiih th'-y are woiiflei fully ad lii ted. 

( !o\ ei'iiiiicnt allows tlani annual pircseiihs in order to 
have tla-ir -.-i vico^, v, lu-n tlie colony deems it necessary to 
seour tlie forest^ in (pie-t of run. iway negroes. Formerly 
liie'e lexp.editions 'Were heu'leil l.y Chailes Ediiioiisloiie, 
E'i|,, How of ( ,irdro-,> I’ark, near Eumliartun. Thi.s brave 
cohmist never returned froiii the woods without heing 
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victorious. Once, in au attack upon the rehel necidcr’ 
camp, he led the way, and received t\co hails in his hudy ; 
at the same moment that he ^s■a.s vcounded, two of his 
Indians fell dead hy his side; he recovered after his lile 
va.s de.spaired of, hut the halls could never lie extiacted. 

Since the above ap^ieared in jirint, I have had the 
account of this engagement cvith tlie negroes in the forest 
from iMr. lidmonstoiie's own inoiitli. 

He received four slugs in his iiody. as will be seen in 
the serptel. 

The plantations of Deinerara and Ksseqnilio are bounded 
by an almost interminable extent of foiest. Hither the 
runaway negroes re[iair, and form settlements, from 
whence they issue to annoy the colonist', us occa.sion tnay 
olfer. 

In ISdl, the runaway slaves ]jad increa'od to au alarm- 
ing extent. The Governor gave oiders tliat an expedition 
should he immediately organized, and proceed to the 
woods, under the command of Gharles Edmonstoiie, Esq. 
General Hislop sent him a eoiporal, a sergeant, and eleven 
men, and he was joined by a part of the colonial militia, 
and hy sixty Indians. 

■w ith this force Mr. Eduionsloiie entered the forest, and 
jiroeeedeil iu a direction towards Alaliaica. 

He marched for eight day.s through swani2vs, and ox er 
places obstructed by fallen tiees and the bush-ropie ; tor- 
mented by myriads of inosipntos, and ever in tear of 
treading on the jioisunnu.s snakes, wliieli can .scarcely ho 
di.'tiiiguisl.ed from the fallen leave, s. 

At last he reached a wooded .'aiul-hill, where the 
Alaioons had intrenched theiuselve.'. in great force. Xot 
exjieeting to come so 'uon npioii tliein, Air. Edmonstoiie, 
his faithful man Cofiee, and two Indian cliiel's, found 
themselves consideially ahead of tin ir own [laily. As 
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vetj they weiu uup'jiL-eivcJ Ly tiio enemy, but, luifuitu- 
luitely, one of the Iiiiliau chief-s tired a random shot at a 
distant iMaronii. Iniiiiediately the whole neyro eaiiip 
tnriied uul, and foriued themselves in a descent, in frriiit 
of i\[r, Edmonstone. Their chief was an unconnnonly tine 
neyre, about six feet in heiyhl ; and his head-dress was 
that of an African warrior, oriiamciiteil with a profusion 
of small shells lie advaiir-ed undauntellxmvith his eiiu 
in his hand, and, in insulting language, called out to Mr. 
Edmoustone to come (,m and light him. 

-Mr. Edmonstone approached him slowly, in order to 
gdve his own men tiiiie to come up; but they were yet too 
far o If tbr him to jirofit by thi.s manontvre. Cotfee, -who 
carried his masfer’.s gun, now stepp'ed up behind him, and 
put the gun into his hand, wldeli Mr. Edmoiistoiie received, 
without ailvnncing it to his shoulder. 

He wa-, now witliin a few yard.s of the iMarooii chief, 
who Seemed to betray eoiiie symptoms of uiieertainty ; for 
inste.nl of finne directly at Mr. Edmonstone, he took a step 
sideways, and I'eited his gun against a tree; no douht with 
tlie intention of taking a surer aim. IMr. Edmonstone, on 
pereeiving tliis. immediately cocked h.is gun, and tired it 
oil, still lioliliiia it in the position in which he had received 
it from rtilfec. 

i he whole of the contents entered the negro s bodv, and 
he dropped dead on his face. 

The net i'roes, "wlio had iormcd in a crescent, now in their 
turn lived a volley, which br<jught Tlr. Edmonstone and 
his two Indian chiefs to the ground. The Maroons did 
not stand to reload, but on 3.1r. Edmonstnne's party 
coming up, they lied precipitately into the surrounding 
forest. 

Tour slugs had entered IMr. Edmoustone's bndv. After 
coming to hiursell, on looking around, he saw one of the 
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fallen Indian chiefs bleeding by bis side. He acco'ted xiinui 
liini by name, and said be hoped be was not much hurt. 

The dying Indian bad just strength enough to answer, 

'■ Oh no,'’ — and then expired. The other chief was lying 
quite dead. lie must have received bis mortal wound 
just as be was in the act of cocking his gun to fire on the 
negroes ; fur it appeared that tlie ball which gave him bis 
death wound, had carried olf the first joint of his thumb, 
and passed through his forehead. Uy this time his wife, 
who had accompanied the expedition, came up. She was 
a fine young woman, and had her long black hair fancifully 
braided in a knot on the top of her Iiead, fastened with a 
silver ornament. She unloosed it, and, falling on lier 
hushaud’s bod}', covered it with her hair, bewailing his 
untimely end with the most heartrending cries. 

The blood was now running out of i\Ir. Ednionstone's 
shoes. On being rai.sed up, he ordered his men to pursue the 
Hying ilaroons, requesting at the same time tliat lie might 
he left where he had fallen, as he felt that he was mortally 
wounded. They gently placed liini on the ground, ami 
alter the pursuit of the 'Maroons had ended, the corporal 
and sergeant returned to their commander, and iormed 
their men. On his asking what this meant, tlie sergeant 
replied, “■ I had the Oeiieral’s orders, on setting out from 
town, not to leave you in the I'orest, liappeii what might. ’ 

J!y .slow and careful marches, as much as the obstructions 
in the woods would admit of, the party readied riaiitation 
Alliance, on the bank of the Demerara, and from thence it 
crossed the river to Plantation Yredestdn. 

The news of the rencounter had been sju'cad far and 
wide by the Indians, and had already reached town. 

T1 le General, Captains Macrai and Johnstone, and Doctor 
Duiikin, proceeded to Yredestein. On examining Mr. 
Ednionstone’s wounds, four .slugs were found to have 
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entereil the hody : one was extracted, the re?t remained 
there till the VL-ar 1824, ^vheii aiinther was cut out hv a 
professional gentleman of Port Cda^gow. The otlmr two 
still remain in the hody ; and it is supposed that either 
one or hoth liave toncheel a neive, as they cause almost 
eoutinual pain. IMr. Eduionstoire has commanded tifteen 
different expeditions in the forest in Cjitest of the IMarooiis. 
The Colonial Government has recjuited his services, by 
freeiiie his in-operty from all taxes, and presenting him a 
hamlsome sword, and a silver urn, bearing the following 
inscription : 

•• Pic-.-iited to CllAKLl.' EtcMccv^ii'X!:, E“'i. by the (governor and 
Court r.f Policy of the Colony of Doincrnra, as a token of tlieii 
|•'to^lll, and tlio deep scii'^c they fiuertaiii of the veiy ,eieat activity 
and 'pint inanife'-teJ by biiri on variou< oec.i'ioii' in liis sui:ce''fiil 
C'\i rtions f.-,r the intcinal acouiity id the Colony . — Jainiurij Ut, 
I'-O'J. ’ 

I do not Itelieve tliat tlterc is a single Indian in li-dcrndt 
Dutch Guiana who ctin read or write, nor am I aware that 
any while man lias reduced their language to the rules 
of grammar; some may have made a short manuscript 
vocahuhiry of the few necessary words, hut that is all. 
Here and there a white man, and some few peupde of 
colour, talk the language well. The temper of the Indian 
of Guiana is mtld and gentle, and he is Very fond of his 
children. 

»8ome ignorant travellers and coloni.sts call these Indiati.s 
a lazy race, ilaii in general will not he active without an 
object. Xou when the Indian has cauglit plenty of fi.sh, 
and killed game enongh to last him fur a week, v hat need 
has he to range the forest He lias no idea of making 
pleasure-grounds. Money is of no use to him, fur in these 
wilds there are no markets for him to frequent, nor mil- 
liuevs' >hop^ for hi.s wife and daughters ; he has no taxes to 
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}iay, 110 liiglnvays to koep tip, no poor to uiaiutaiu, iiur 
ariiiy nor navy to supply ; he lies in his haniiuock Ijoth 
iiiylit and day ffor he has no chair or bed, neither does he 
tvant them), and in it he forms his how, and makes his 
arrows, and repairs his fishing tackle. But as soon as he 
has consumed his p)rovisions, lie then rouses himself, and, 
like the lion, scours the forest in C[iiest of food. He 
plunges into the river after the deer and tapir, and 3 ^vims 
across it ; passes throngli .swamps and C|uagniires, and 
never fails to obtain a .suflicieiit supply of food. tSliould 
the approach of night sto]) his career, while he is hunt- 
ing the wild boar, he stops for the night, and continues the 
chase the next morning. In my way through tlie wilds to 
the Boituguese frontier, I had a proof of this : we were 
eight in number, six Indians, a negro, and my.-'clf. About 
ten o'clock in the morning, we observed the feet-mark ol 
the wild boars; we judged by the freshness of the maiks 
that they had passed that way early the same morning. 
As we were not gifted, like the hound, with scent, and as 
we had no dog with us, we followed their track by the eye. 
The Indian after game is as sure with his eye as tlie dog 
is with his nose. A'e followed the herd till three in tlie 
afternoon, tlien gave up the chase for the pres(>nt; maile 
our fires close to a creek where tliere was jileiity of ti'li, 
and then arranged the hammoi ks. In an hour the Indi.ins 
slint more fisli with their arrows thaii we l•ou!d comunie. 
The night was beaulifully serene and clear, ami the moon 
shone as bright as day. Xext morn we ro,e at daten. got 
lii’eakfast, pai Ited up, each took his burden, and tlieii we 
jait ourselves on tlie traek of tlie wild boars, wiiieli we bad 
been following the day before. "We supiio-od that tiiey, 
too, would sleejt that night in tlie fore-t, as wo bad dono ; 
and tlms the delay on our part would be no di'advanlagc 
to us. This was jimt the ease, for about nine o'cloek tlieir 
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I'eet-iiiarks lueeaniL' Ireslier aud fre^lier : wu now doulded 
our pace, ljut did not give mouth like hounds. We pushed 
on in silence, and soon came up with them ; there were 
above one hundred of them; we killed six, and the rest 
took off in ditferent directions. But to the point. 

Amongst u.s the needy man works frcun light to dark for 
a maintenance. Should this man chance to accj^uire a 
fuitune, he soon changes his habits. Xo longer under 
“ strong neee.ssity's supreme command,'' he contrives to 
get out of bed betwixt nine and ten in the morning. His 
servant helps him to dress, he walks on a soft carpet to 
his l.iroakfast table, his wife pours out his tea, and his 
servant hands him his toast. After breakfast, the doctor 
advises a little gentle exerci.se in the carriage for an hour 
or so. At dinner-time he sits down to a table groaning 
beneath the weight of heterogeneous luxurv: there he 
rests upon a chair for three or four hours, eats, drinks, and 
talks (often unmeaningly) till tea is announced. lie pro- 
ceeds slowly to the drawing-room, and there spends the best 
part of his time in sitting, till his wife tempts him with 
sometliing warm for supper. After .supper, he still remains 
on his cliair at rest, till he retires to rest for the night. 
He mounts leisurely up stairs upon a c.arpet, and enters 
his Ired-room : there, one would liope, that at least lie 
mutters a prayer or two, though perhaps not on bended 
knee ; he then lets himself drop into a soft and downy 
bed, over which has just passed the comely Jenny’s 
wanuiug-pan. Xow, could the Indian in hi.s turn see this, 
he would call the wliite men a lazy, indolent set. 

i’erliaps then, upon due retleetion, you would draw this 
crmclusion ; that men will always he indolent where there 
is no object to rouse them. 

As the Indian of (hiiana has no idea whatever of com- 
munienting his intentions by writing, he has fallen ujxni 
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a plan of communication sure and f^imnlo. When two or 
three families have deteniiiiied to come down the river 
ami pay you a visit, they send an Indian heforehaud with 
a strinp of heads. You take one head otf every day; and 
oil the dtiy that the string is headleS', they arrive at your 
house. 

In finding their way tliroiigh these pathless vilds. the 
sun is to them what Ariadne's clue was to Tlieseiis. ’\Vhen 
he is on the meridian, they generally sit down, and rove 
onwards again as soon as he has suUieiently declined to 
the west ; they require no other compass. "Wiieu in chase, 
they hreak a twig on the hushes as tliey pass hy every 
three or four hundred paces, and this often prevents them 
from lo.sing their way on their return. 

Y’ou will not he long in the for'’st.s of < hiiana, hefore 
you perceive hoiv very thinly they are iuhahited. You 
may wander fir a week together witliout seeing a hut. 
The vild beasts, snakes, the swamps, the trees, the un- 
curbed lu.vuriance of everything around yon, coU'pire to 
inform you that man has no hahitaiion liero — man lias 
seldom passed this way. 
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CllAPTEn IlL 


i >!' oV'Ty I'f a !aiy C iail.i''an.xra ^uake. — A BiiA-nustor. — Stag swalluwcd 
liy a B'ja. — Xegi'yi.a and tht; bnaka. — Arraugampiitb fi’i' the attack. — 
The biiake btruck, — i.'arrymg oli the enemy.— A .sn.ike in a hag.— An 
iiiiguii-t night. — Dissection of the snake. — P.uldy Quashi and his diead 
ol .snakes — C.H'ture of a Coulaeauaia. — Vultures and their food. — 
Ifal'H-, ol Vultuu’s. — The Auia Miltiiie. — Black vultuies. — Severe 
I'Ustds. — An in.|uisitive .Jaguar. — J-'i.h 'liooting. — ( loatsurkers and 
l.'alllp rl 

Li.t Us lUAv I’ctuvn to natural history. There tvas a 
[ifisiiii luakino; sliiiiitk's, tvith tux-nty or thirty iieyroe.^, 
not iar I'roin i\l ihiri-hill. I liaT oif'ered a retviitd to any of 
thoin v.'ho AuulJ find a oood-si/eil .snake in tlie forest, and 
ooiiie and lot nio know whont it wa.s. Often had these 
neeroe.s lookoxl for a larye snake, and as often been dis- 
aypieillted. 

( >ue Mniilay morning I met one of them in the forest, 
and asked Itini wliieli way lie was going : ho said ho was 
Owing towards AVarralilhi ereek to hunt an anuudillo ; and 
la- hid hi' little dog Avith him. On coming hade, about 

ihe dog to bark a.t the root of a large tree, 

vdiidi had h'cu tiji'ct by the whiilw ind, aiid was lying 
tln i'c III a gi.idiial ■'t.ite of ilecay. The negro s.iid, he 
tlioiight his dog was liarking at an acouri, which had pro- 
b, I lily taken refuge under the tree, and he went up with an 
iiiti-ntiou to kill it: he tliero saw a snake, and hastened 
haelr to inlorm me of it. 
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The sun luid just passed the meridian in a cloudless sky ; niirai 
there rvas scarcely a bird to be seen, for the winged inhabit- 
ants of the forest, as thoueli overcome by heat, had retired 
to the thickest shade : all would have been like midnight soR.. 
silence, were it not for the shrill voice of the I’i-pi-yo, 
every now and then resounding frcuiia distant tree. I was 
sitting with a little Horace in my hand, on what had once 
been the steps which formerly led iqa to the now moulder- 
ing and dismantled building. The negro and his little 
dog came down the hill in haste, and I was .soon informed 
that a snake had been discovered; but it was a young 
one, called the Bush-master, a rare and 2 'oisouous snake. 

I instantly rose up, and laying hold of tlie eight-foot 
lance, which was close by me, *• Well tlien, Daddy," said I, 

■' weTl go and have a look at the snake." I was haivl'oot, 
with an old hat, and check shirt, and trouseis on, and a 
pair of braces to kee^a them uj-). The negro had Ins cntlass, 
and as wo ascended the hill, another negro, armed with a 
cutlass, joined us, judging, from our ^laee, tliat there was 
something to do. The little dog came along with us, and 
when we had got about half a mile in the forest, the negro 
sto^iped, and pointed to tlie fallen tree : all was still and 
sileut ; I told the negroe.s not to stir from the place where 
they were, and keep the little dog in, and that I would go 
ill and reconnoitre. 

I advanced ipi to the jdace .slow and cautious', d'he i’ 

snake was well conceah-d, hut at la-t T made him out; it 

was a Coul.icaiiani, not poi-oiiou', hut large euou' 4 !i tnliave 
eraslied any of ns to doath. ( )ii iiiuti^nrin;^’ linn alUTWord.s, 
he was soiiietliiug mure than fourteen feet fuig. Tins 
species of .snake is very rare, and much thicker, in 2 )rii- 
jioition to his length, than any ether .^nake in the forest. 

A eoulacanara of fouileen feet in length is as tliiek as a 
common hoa of twenty-four. After skinning this --iiake 1 
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iurrj. c iulil easily get iiiy lieud into his luoutli, as tlie singular 
rornritiuii of the jav.'s aJiuits of wonderful extension. 

A Duteh friend of mine, by name ISrouwer, killed a Boa, 
twenty-two feet long, with a pair of stag's horns in liis 
nioiuli ; he had ^wallowed the stag, but could not get the 
horns dovrn : so he had to wait in patience with that un- 
conifortable mouthful till his stoiuacli digested the body, 
and then the horns would drop out. In this plight the 
IdUehinan found him as he was going in his canoe up the 
ri\er, ami sent a ball through Ids head. 

(An ascertaining the si/e of the .serpent M'ldcli the negro 
had just found, 1 retired slowly the way I came, and 
]irouused four dollars to the negro who had shown it to me, 
and i.iue to the other who had joined us. Aware that the 
day was on the decline, and that the approach of night 
would be detriineiital to the dissection, a thought struck 
m(‘ that 1 could t.ike him alive. I imagined if T could 
^tl•ike him with the lance behind the liead, and pin him to 
the gi'iiiind, I might succeed in caiituiiiig him. "When I 
toM this to the negroes, they hogged and entreated me to 
let them go for a gun, and bring more force, as they were 
sure the eiiake would kill some of us. 

1 hp.d been at the siege of 'J'riiy for nine years, ami jt 
u'uuld not do now to cairy back to ('I'eece, ‘Aiil deeiino 
nisi dodecus anno. I mean, I had bc'Cii in scareli of a 
large serpent for years, einl now having come up with one, 
it did not become me to turn soft. So, taking a cutluss 
irom one of the negroes, and then niiiging Loth the sable 
slaves beliind me, 1 told them tf) follow me, and that 1 
Would cut them down ii they olleied to llv. I smiled as I 
said tliis, ],ut they .shook their heads iu silence, ami seemed 
to have but a bail heart of it. 

A lifu w e got u]) to the place, the serpent had not stirred, 
but I could .see nothing of his head, and I |uilged by the 
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folds of his body that it must bo at the farthest side of hi^ 
den. A species of woodlsiiie had formed a complete mantle 
over the brunches of the fallen tree, almost impervious to 
the rain, or the rays of the .sun. Probably he had resorted 
to this sequestered place for a length of time, as it bore 
murks of an ancient settlement. 

I now took my knife, determining to cut away the wood- 
bine, and break the twigs in the gentlest manner possible, 
till I coidd get a view of his head. f)ne negro stood guard 
close behind me with the lance : and near him the other 
with a cutlass. The cutlass which I had taken from the 
first negTO was on the ground close by me in case of need. 

After working in dead silence for a quarter of air hour’, 
with one knee all the time on tlie grouml, I hud cleared 
away enough to see his head, ft n^'peared coining out 
hetwixt the first and second coil of his body, and was fat 
on the gTOirnd. This was the very position I wished it to 
be in. 

I rose in silence and rc-treated very slowly, making a 
sign to the negroes to do the same. The dog was sitting at 
a distance in mute observance. I could now read in the 
face of tlie negroes, that tliey coimidered this a very un- 
pleasant affair ; and they made anotlicr attempt to persuade 
me to let tlieiii go for a gun. 1 smiled in a guod-iratured 
manuor, and inaile a feint to cut them down with tlu‘ 
weapon I bad in my lianil. 'J’liis was all tlie answer 1 
made to their reque.'-t, and they hruked veiy uneasy. 

It must Ije observed, wc were now abmit twenty yards 
from the snake's den. I now ranged tlie negroes beliind 
me, and told liim avIio .stood next to me to lay bold of tlie 
lance the moment T struck tlie snake, and that the otlier 
must attend my movemeiit.s. It now only remained to 
take their cutlasses from tliein, for I wa-' sure, if I did not 
disarm them, they would be tempted to strike tlie snake in 
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time of danger, an I thus for ever spoil his shin. (Jn tak- 
ing their cnthisses from them, if I might judge from their 
physiognomy, they seemed to cousuler it as a most in- 
tolerable act of tyranny in me. Proliably nothing kept 
them from bolting, hut the eoiisolatioii that I was to he be- 
twixt them and the snake, ludecil, my own heart, in spite 
of all I eonld do, heat quieker than usual ; and I felt those 
sensations which one has on board a mereliant-vessel in 
war time, when the captain order.s all hands on deck to 
prepare far action, while a strange ve.ssel is coming dowir 
upon us under suspicious colours. 

^^'e went slowly on in silence, without moving our arms 
or heads, in order to prevent all alarm as much as possible, 
lest the snake should glide olf, or attack us in self-defence. 
1 carried the lance perpeirdicrrlavly before me, with the 
}Mjint uliout a foot frorrr the ground. The sirake had rrot 
moved; and on getting rrp to hitrr, I struck him with the 
lance on the near sidle, just heliind the neck, and ]iiuued 
him to the groirrrd. That rin.imerit, the rregro next to rue 
seized the iarree, and held it firm irr it.s place, while 1 
dished head forc-riiost irrto the derr to grapple with the 
snake, and to get hold of his tail before he could do any 
mischief. 

< >u pinning liinr to the ground with the lance, he gave a 
tremendous lorrd liiss, and tire little dog rarr awav, howling 
a- he Went. AVe liad a sharp fray in tire derr, tire rotteir 
sticks Hying on all sides, arrd each party struggling for 
^upetinrity. I called out to the sec'onil negro to throw 
]iiiu=i'!i npeii rne, ns I Inuird I wa< not heavy enough. He 
did so, und the additional weight was of great service. 1 
laid rrow got firm hold of his tail ; and atter a violerrt 
struggle or twir, he gave in, finding himself overjmwered. 
This was the moment to secure hiui, So, while the first 
negro continrred to hold the lairce firm to the groirrrd, and 
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the other was h.elping me, I c-ontrived to unloose my 
braces, and with them tied up the snake’s month. 

The snake now finding himself in an unpleasant situa- 
tion, tried to better himself, and set resolutely to work, but 
we overpowered him. We contrived to make him twi^t 
himself round the shaft of tlie lance, and then prepared to 
convey Idm out of tire fore.st. I stood at his head and 
held it firm under my arm, one negro supported the belly, 
and the other the tail. In this order we began to move 
slowly towards home, and reached it after resting ten times ; 
for the snake was too heavy for us to support him without 
stopping to recruit lair strength. As we proceeded onwards 
with him, he fought hard for freedom, but it was idl in 
vain. The day was now too far spent to think of dissect- 
ing him. Had I killed him, a partial putrefaction would 
have taken place beibre morning. I had hrougut with me 
up into the fore.st a strong bag, largo enough to contain any 
animal that I .should want to dissect. I considered this 
the best mode of keeping live wild animals when I was 
presseil for daylight ; for the hag yielding in every direc- 
tion to their elforts, they would have nothing solid or fixed 
to work on, and thus would bo prevented from making a 
hole through it. I say fixed, for after tlie mouth of the 
hag was closed, tlie hag itself was not fa.steiied or tied to 
anything, hut moved about wherever the animal inside 
caused it to roll. After seciu’iug afresh the mouth of the 
coulacauara, so that he could not open it, he was forced 
into this hag, and hl’t to his fate till morning. 

I cainint say he allovi'd me to have a guict night. l\ly 
hammock was in the loft just ahuve liim, and ihe flour 
l)ctwixt u.=, half gone to decay, ^o tliat in parts of it no 
hoards intervened hetwi.vt his lodging-room and mine. He 
was very restless and fretful ; and had IMcdu-^a been mv 
wife, there could not have been more continued and 
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ili'a^reeable lasting in the bedehfimber that night, x\.t day- 
break, I ^eiit to burrow ten of the negroes wIki were cut- 
ting w’lood at a distance : I could have done with half that 
uimiber, hut judged it rno.st prudent to have a good force, 
in case he .should try to escape from the house when we 
opened the bag. However, nothing serious occurred. 

We untied the mouth of the hag, kept him down by 
main force, and then I cut hi.s throat. lie bled like an ox. 
Bv six o’clock the .same evening, he was completely dis- 
sected. On examining hi.s teeth, I observed that they were 
all bent like tenter-hooks, pointing down his throat, and 
not so large or strong as I exj'ected to have found them ; 
but they are exactly suited to wluit they are intended by 
nature to perform. The .snake does not masticate his fo(xl, 
and thus the only service his teeth have to perform is to 
seize his prey, and hold it till he .swallows it whole. 

In gomual, the skins of snakes are sent to imtseiims 
without the head : for when the Indians and Xegroes kill 
a snake, they seldom fail to cut oif the head, and then they 
run no risk from its teeth. When the skin is stuffed in 
the museum, a wooden head i.s substituted, armed with 
teetlr which are largvr eiiougli to suit a tiger’s jaw; and 
this tends to mi.slead the spectator, and give him erroneous 
ideas. 

l)uring this fray with the serpent, the old negro, Daddy 
(yutshi, was in Georgetown procuring provisions, and just 
returned in time to lielp to take the skin off. He had 
■•'pent best part of bis life in the forest witli bis old master, 
hlr. I'.dmoiiiione, and anm=:e<l me mncli in ri.'counting their 
many adveiitnre.s amongst the wild I'eo'ts. The Daddy 
had a particular liorror of .snakc.y and frankly declared he 
eonkl never have faced the one in rpiestion. 

The- week following, his courage was put to the test, and 
he made good his words. It wa.s a ciuiuus conllict, and 
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took pliiee UL-ar ilie S]iot \\iiLie I luid captured the laipe 
snake. In the monring I had been folloeving a new species 
of parofpiet, and the day being rainy, I had taken an iini- 
brellu to keep the gun dry, and had left it itnder a tree ; 
in the afternoon I took Daddy (huashi with me to look for 
it. Whilst he was faearching about, curiosity took me to- 
te ards the place of the late scene of action. There was a 
path where timirer had Ibrmeily been dragged along. Here 
I observed a young conlueanara, ten feet lung, slowly mov- 
ing onwards ; I saw he was not thick enough to lireak my 
arm in case he got twi-ted round it. There was not a 
moment to he lost. I luid hold of his tail with the hl’t 
hand, one knee being on tlie gronnd ; with the right I took 
my hat, and held it a.- you would hold a shield for defence. 

The .snake instantly turned, and came on at me, witli hi.s 
head ahout a yard from the ground, as if to ask me, what 
business I had to take liberties uilh his tail, I let him 
come, hi.ssing and o]ieu-mouthed, within two feet of my 
face, and then, with all the force I v.ais master of, I drove 
my fi't, shielded by my hat, full in his jaws, lie was 
stunned and confounded by the blow, and ere he could re- 
crivcr himself, I had seized hi.s thmat with both hands, in 
such u position that he could not bite mo ; I then allowed 
liiin to coil himself round my body, and marched off witli 
him as my lawful prize. He pressed me hard, but not 
alarmingly so. 

In the meantime, I'addy Qnasld having found the um- 
brella, and Laving beard the nohe wbicli the fray oeea- 
sioiiel, was coming cantiously np. As soon as be saw me, 
and in what company 1 was, be turned almut and ran oil 
borne, I after biin, and .sliouling to increar'C lii^ foar. thi 
SL'oldiug him for hi.s couanlice, the old rogue begged that I 
woidd forgive him. for that the sieht of the snake had 
}iositively turned him sick at stomach. 
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iiiiRD Wh'ju I had dune with the carcase of the hu'ye snake, it 
jij L uNh Y. conveyed into the forest, a.s I expected that it would 
attract the king of the viilture.s, as soon as time should 
have lendered it smTiciently .savoury. In a few days it 
sent fcjrtii that odour which a carcass should send forth, 
and ahout tweutv of the common vultures came and 
perched on the iieighhouriug tree.s ; the kiug of the 
vultures came toe; and I ob.served that none of the 
common oues .seemed inclined to hegiii hreakfa.'t till hi.s 
majesty had finished. ^Yhell he had consumed as much 
snake as nature informed Iiim would do him good, he 
retired to the top of a high mora-iree, and then all the 
coinnum vulturo.s fell to, and made a hearty meal. 

T'n- Knnj The head and neck of tlie king of the vultures are bare 
r'lfia,.-,. "f feathers ; hut the beautiful appearance they exhibit 
failc.s in death. The tliroat and the luck of the neck are 
of a fine lemon colour ; both sides of the neck, fiom the 
earn downward.s, of a lich scarlet; heLiud the corrugated 
pait there is a white .‘^pet. The crown of the head is 
scarlet ; Ivtwixt the lower •maiidihle and the eye, and close 
liy the ear, there is a part uhich ha.s a fine silvery hlue 
apiiearance ; tlie corrugated part is of a dirty light hrown ; 
heliiiid it, and ju.'t above the white spot, a portion of the 
skin is blue, and the rest .scarlet ; the skin which juts out 
behind the neck, and appear.s like an oMong caruncle, is 
hliii' in part, and part orange. 

due hill is mange and hlack, the cnrnnele.s on his fore- 
lic-ad orange, and the cere or.inge ; tlie orhits scarlet, and 
tlie irides white. Helow the lure pait of the neck tlime is 
a ( iiieivmis rulf. Tlie hag of the st'.mneli, vliiili is only 
"ecu v hell distended v.ith IihmI, is nf a nnet delicate 
vhife, intersected witli hluc veins, which appear on it jint 
like the hlue veins on the arm of a fair-complexioned 
pcison. 
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Tilt* tail ami Iuiilj ing-featliers are Elark, tlic 
white, ami the real uf the hody a tine satin coli'ur. 

1 cannot he per^nadeil that the vnltnres ever feed iii inii 
live animals, not even upon lizard^, rats, mice, or frops ; I 
liave watched them forliunrs toe'ether, hut never could see 
them touch any livintt animals, tiion^h imiumcralde lizards, 
troys, and small birds swarmed all around them. 1 have 
killed lizards and frogs, and put them in a ]U'Oper place for 
ohservation ; as soon as they began to .stiidc, the Aura 
vulture invariably came and took them (df. 1 have fre- 
quently oh.served, that the d.ty after the phiuter hud burnt 
the trash iti a cane-field, the aura ^■ulture was sure ti.> he 
there, feeding on the snakes, lizarls. and fro^s which liad 
suffered iit the contlagratiou. J often saw a largo bird 
(s'ery luueli like the common grt-gariiaus vulture at a dis. 
fance) catch ami devour lizards ; alter sla.ioiing one. it 
turned out to lie not a vulture, liut a liawk, with a tail 
square!' and shorter than liawks Ijave in giuieral. The 
vultures, like the goatsucker and woodpecker, seem to he 
in disgrace with man. Tliey are generally tmiiied a 
Voracious, .stinking, eiiud. and igiiohle tribe. Under these 
impi'ossions, the fowler ili^charges ]ii> uim at them, and 
])robahly tlnnks he lias done well in ridiling the earth of 
siuh Aeimiii. 

Some governments impose ,i tine cm him who kills a 
vulture. This is a salutary law, and it were to be wi^lieil 
that other goverumeut.s wouhl lollcjw so goml an exauqile. 
I would fain here say a rvord or two in favour of this 
s aluahle -ea venger. 

Kind J’rovideiirc- li.is coiii'eried a Me-.^iiig cm liot 
eoinitiie.s in giving them tlie vulture; la- lias oidered it to 
eoii'iimc' that wliieh, if left to ilis-ohe in piitia t'aetion. 
Would iiifeat tlie air, ami produei‘ a [lestdeiiee 'When full 
of food, the- vulture ceitaiiily a]'pi'ats an imloh nt hiid ; he 
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will stand for lioiirs together on the branch of a tree, or on 
the top of a house, with his wings drooping, and, after rain, 
with them spread and elevated to catch the rays of the 
.sun. It has been remarked by naturalists, that the flight 
of this bird is laboriou.s. I have paid attention to the 
vulture in Andalusia, and to those in Guiana, Brazil, and 
the "West Indies, and conclude that they are bird.s of long, 
even, and lofty fliglit. Indeed, whoever has observed the 
aura vulture, will be .satisfied that Ids flight is wonderfully 
majestic, and of long continuance. 

Thi? bird is above five feet from wing to wing extended. 
Yi'U will .see it soaring aloft in the aerial expanse on 
pitdons witich never flutter, and Avhich at the same time 
carry him through the fields of ether with a rapidity ecpial 
lo that of Ihe golden eagle. In Paramaribo the laws pro^ 
tei't till' vulture, ami tlie Spaniards of Angustura never 
ihink of molesting him. In 1^08, I saw the vultures in 
that fit V as tame as domestic fowls; a person who had 
never seen a vulture wouhl have taken them for turkeys. 
They \\'ere very useful to the Spaniards ; and had it not 
been for them, the refuse of the slaugliter-liouses in 
Angustura would have cau.sed an intolerable nuisance. 

Pile common black, short, S(|uare-tailed vnlture, is gre- 
garious ; but the aura vulture is not so ; for, though you 
may see fifteen or twenty of thorn feeding on the dead 
VL-rmiii in a cane-field, after the trash lias been set fire to, 
still, if you har'e paid attention to their arrival, you will 
liavp observed 1hat they came singly and retired singly, 
and thus tlicir being all together in the same field rwas 
merely accidental, and caused by eacli one smelling the 
fdtUivia as he r’cas soaring tlirougb the sky to look out 
till' food, i have rvatched twenty come into a cane-field : 
they an wed one by one, and from different ] iarts of 
the lieavens. Honr-e we may conclude, tliat tlioiigh the 
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other species of vulture are gregarious, the aura vulture third 

, JOI'RNI.Y. 

IS not. 

If you dissect a vulture that has just been feeding on 
carrion, j'ou must expect that your olfactory nerves will lie 
somewhat offended with the rank efiluvia from his craw ; 
just as they would be were you to dissect a citizen after 
the Lord Alayor’s dinner. If, on the contrary, the vulture 
be empty at the time you commence the operation, there 
will be no offensive smell, but a strong scent of musk. 

I had long wislied to examine the native haunts of the 
Cayman; but as the river Demerara did not afford a 
specimen of the large kind, I was obliged to go to the 
river Es.sequibo to look for one. 

I got the canoe ready, and went down in it to George- 
town ; where, liaving put in the necessary articles for the 
expedition, not forgetting a couple of large shark-hooks, 
with chains attached to them, and a coil of strong new 
rope, 1 hoisted a little sail, which I had got made on 
purpose, and at six o’clock in the morning .shaped our 
course for the river Essecpdbo. I had put a pair of shoes 
on to prevent the tar at the bottom of the canoe from 
sticking to my feet. The sun was flaming hot, and from 
eleven o'clock till two beat perpendicidarly upon the top 
of my feet, betwixt the .shoes and the trousers. Xot 
feeling it disagreeable, or being in the least aware of 
painful con.^equcnces, as I had been barefoot for months, I 
neglected to put on a pair of short stockings which I had 
with me. I did not retlcct, that sitting .still in one place, 
with your feet exjiosecl to the .sun, was very different from 
being exposed to the .sun while in motion. 

IVe went ashore in the Essequibo, about three o'clock in Sufa-.i 
the afternoon, to choo-se a place for the night's residence, "'/n / g 
to collect firewood, and to set the fi.sh-hooks. It was then «- 
that I fir.'t began to find my legs very painful ; they soon 
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■tiiiRii IjRCJiUL' iiuicli iiitlamed auj ivd auil IjIijIrumI ; and it 
eoii^iderabia c.iutinii not to Ijiu^t tlio‘ 
otherwise sores would have endued. I immediately yot 
into the hammock, and tliere passed a paiiitul and sleep- 
less nieht, ami for two days after I was disabled from 
walkiii'j. 

I ,\b(]ut nddniulit. as T was lyine; awake, and in great 
k'*''*' ^ heatil the Indian ^ay, '■ ilussa, massa, you no hear 
./-ee/s,- liuer''’ 1 listened atienti\ eiy, and heard the sot'ily suund- 
' ' '' Jiig treail of liis feet as he approached us. The muoii hud 
giuie down: Imi every now and then we could get a glance 
id him by tlie light of our fire : he was the jaguai, for 1 
could see the ^pots oil liis liody. Had I wished to have 
tired at him, I was not able to take a sure aim, for I was in 
sm h I’ciiu that T could not turn myself in my hanimoelc. 
Tile Indian would laive fired, hut I would ncit allow hinito 
do NO, a' I Wauled to .see a liule more of our new visitor: 
fill It In u(,t i.werv dav or night th.it tlie traveller is favoured 
with ail uiidisluibed sight of ihe .iagiuir in hi^ own fore.sts. 

\\ heiiever the fire got h.iw, tlie .laguar came a little 
nearer, and when the Indian I't.-newed it, he retired 
ahntptly ; siirnetimes he wcmld cciiue within twenty yards, 
and then we had a view of him, .sitting on his hind legs 
like a dog; sonu'times he moved shiwlv to and fro, and 
at other times we could hear him mend his pace, as i|' 
impatient, .\t hmt tlie Indian, not reliNhiiig the idea of 
having Niieh eonipanv in the iieiglLhouihood, couhl contain 
hiniNell no longer, and .set up a iiioNt tremendous ytdl. 
1 he j.iguar hounded olt like a racehorse, and returned no 
more ; u appeared by the ]irint of his feet the next morn- 
ing that he wai a full-gmwn ,j.igu,tr. 
f;;;;';;'';;;; two d.iys after this we got to the hist falK in the Es- 

. '“'inibo. 1 here was a superb h.nrie-r of rock-N i|uite aeroNS 
tlie riser. In tlie lainy --eason ihcN.- roek.s are lor the liio.at 
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part under water ; lait it being now diy weather, we had a nrrr.D 
tine view of them, while tlie water from the river above ■ 

them ru.^hed through the dilfereiit openings in majestic 
grandeur. Here, on a little hill, jutting out into the rh er, 
stands the house of Airs. Peterson, the lasthou.se of people 
of eolour up this river ; I hired a negro from her, and a 
coloured man, who pretended that they knew the haunts of 
the cayman, and understood everything about taking him. 

AVe weie a da}' in pas.siug these falls and rapids, celebrated 
for the Paeoit, the richest and most delicious tishin Gui.ana. 

The coloured man was now in his element ; he stood in the 
head of the canoe, and with lii.s bow and arrow .shut the 
paeon as the} were swimming in the stream. The arrow 
had scarce]}' left the how l.iefore he had jdunged headlong 
into the river, and seipicd the li.^h a> it was sti uggling with 
it. He dived and swam like an otter, and rarely niissed the 
iish he aimed at. 

Hid my pen, gentle reailer. possess descriptive ]:owevs, I 
would here give thee an idea of the enchanting scenery of 
the Esscapiibo ; but that not being the case, thou must be 
contented with a moderate and well-intended attempt. 

Nothing could be more lovely tliaii the ujipearaiieo of .y, 
the forest on each side of this Jiuble liver. Hills rose on 
hills ill tiiic gradation, all covered with trees of gigantic 
height and size. Here tlieir leaves were of a lively purple, 
raid there of the deepest green. Sometimes the Caraeara 
e.xteniled its scarlet blo'^soiiis i'roiii branch to branch, and 
gave the tree the appeaiance as though it hail been hung 
w itji gailaiuH. 

This delightlul --ceiu'ry ot tlu* f.'"'Ci[Uilio made tlie soul 
oveillow' with joy, and caused you to rove in fanev through 
fair} -laud ; till, on turning an angle of the river, von were 
recalled to more sober letiectioiis on steing the once 
grand and toW' ling inoiu, imw dead and ragged in its tup- 
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most branches, while its aged trunk, undermined by the 
rushing torrent, hung as though in sorrow over the river, 
which, eie long, would receive it, ami sweep it away for ever. 

During the dajy the trade-wind blew a gentle and re- 
fre.shing breeze, which died away as the night set in, and 
then the river was as smooth as glass. 

The moon was within three days of being full, so that 
we did nut regret the loss of the sun, which set in all its 
■splendour. Scarce had he sunk behind the western hills, 
when the Goatsuckers .sent forth their soft and plaintive 
cries ; .some often repeating, “ Who are you— who, who, 
who are you ? ” and others, “ Willy, Willy, Wully come go." 

The Indian and Daddy Quashi often shook their heads at 
this, and said they were bringing talk from Yabaliou, who 
is the evil -spirit of the Esseiiuibo. It was delightful to sit 
on the branch of a fallen tree, near the water’s edge, and 
listen to these harmless birds as they repeated their even- 
ing song ; and watch the owls and vampires as they every 
now and then passed up and down the river. 

The ne.xt day, about noon, as we were proceeding on- 
wards, we heard the Campanero tolling in the depth of the 
forest. Though I should not then have stopped to dissect 
even a rare bird, having a greater object in view, still I 
could not resist the opportunity offered of aci|uiring the 
campanero. The place where he was tolling was low and 
swampy, and my legs not having rpiite recovered from the 
etfects of the sun, I sent tiie Indian to shoot the campanero. 
lie got up to the tree, which he described as very high, 
witli a naked top, and .situated in a swamp. He fired at 
the bird, but either missed it, or did not wound it sufti- 
ciently to bring it down. Thi.s was the only opiportunity I 
had of getting a campanero during this expedition. We 
had never heard one toll before this morning, and never 
heard one after. 
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AiiOUT an liom’ before sunset, we reached the place vvliicli 
the tivo men >yho had joined ms at the falls pointed out 
as a proper one to find a Cayman. There was a large 
creek close by, and a sand-bank gently sloping to the 
water. Just within the forest on this bank, we cleared a 
place of brushwood, suspended the hauimoeks fruiii the 
trees, and then picked up enough of decayed wood for 
fuel. 

The Indian found a large land tortoise, and thi.s, with 
plenty of fresh hsh which we had in the canoe, aitbrded a 
supper not to be despised. 

The tigers had kept up a eoiitiiuied roaring every night 
since we had entered the lAseipiibo. The eoiiiid was 
awfully line. .‘'unietiiiics it wa.s in the iimuediate neigh- 
bourhood ; at other tinie.s it was far olf, and echoed 
amongst the hills like distant thunder. 

It may, perhaps, not be amiss to observe here, that when 
the word tiger is used, it dees not mean the tleiigal tiger. 
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It mean- the jaguar, ’ft'lio-e ildn i- l.eautifully spritteil, and 
nut 'trijied like that of the ti.aer in the Ea-t, It in iaet, 
tlie tiaer of the iiewmvorld, and receiving the name of tiger 
from the diseoVi-reis of South America it has kept it ever 
cilice. It is a cruel, -troiig, auel uaiigerous lieast, hut uut 
So courageous a- the I’eugal tiger. 

We now haiteil a sliark-hucjk with a large ti-h, and put 
it iipioii a hoard ahout a yard long, aiul one loot hioad, 
■which we lia'l hrouglit ou purpiose. Tiiis hoard was carried 
out in tlie canoe, about forty yard- into the liver. Ly 
nieaiis of a -liing, long eiiough to reach the hottoixi of the 
liver, and at the end of which .string was fastened a stone, 
the hoard was kept, us it were, at anchor. Une end of the 
new ropi,' I had bought in town was reeved tlnuugh the 
eluiin ut the 'liark-hook, and the otlier end fastened to a 
tree on the -und-hauk. 

It was iiow an hour after sunset. The sky was cloud- 
less, and the mooii sh.oiie beautifully blight. There vas 
not a breath of wiial in the heavens, and the river seemed 
like a laige p.lain of (piiicksilver. Every now and then a 
huge H-h. would strike and piluiige in the water; then tlu^ 
fiwls and goatsuckers would continue.- their hiuientatie.iiis, 
untl the soinid d' tlie-e was lost in the prowling tigeris 
giowl. Thiui all was .still again, and silent as midnight. 

The caviuen were now ujiou the stir, and at intervals 
their noise eould he di-tiiiguished amid llutl of the jaguar, 
the owls, the goat-'Uckers, aud frogs. It was a singular ami 
tiwfiil sound. It was like a .supipu'e-sed sigh, hursling forth 
idl III a --uddeii. aiid So loud that you might hear it abu\e 
a mile olf. I'lrst one emitted thus horrible noise, and tlmn 
another answen d him ; and on looking at the countenances 
of the people around me, 1 could pikiiiily see that they 
exp'C'cled to ha\e a cayman that night. 

^^'e Were at .-upp.er, w hen the Imliaii, who seemed to 
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Lave Lad oue eye on tlie turtle-pot uiid lue other ou tie.- 
halt ill the river, said lie saw the cayman coLaiiiy. 

Upon looking towards the place, there appealed .-roiue- 
tliiiip on the ^vater like a black lop of wood. It was so 
unlike auytLiiiy alive, that I doubted if it •were a cay- 
man ; but tile ludiaii smiled, aud said, lie was sure it was 
oue, for lie remeiiibered seeiiip a eaymau, some years aao, 
when he v'as in the Essequibo. 

At last it gradually apju-oacLed the bait, and the board 
began to move. The moon shone so lui.uLt that ere could 
distinctly see him open Lis huue j’aw.s. ami take in tlie 
bait. We pulled the rope. He immediately let dio]) the 
halt; aud then we saw his hlaek liead reri-eating tiom the 
hoard, to the distance of a few yard-, and iheie it remained 
quite motioiiles.s. 

He did not seem inclined to advance a;_;aiu ; and so c\e 
finished our supper. In aliout an hour’' time he apaiii 
put himself in motion, aud took hold of the ha.it. ISui, 
proliahly, suspecting that ho had to dea.l with knaves ami 
cheats, he held it iii his muiuli hut did not sw.illot'.- it. 
We pulled the nqie again, hut with no better succe'S than 
the fii'^t time. 

He retreated as ti'iiai, and came Inck a-ain in aboiu an 
hour. We paid him every attention till three oVluck in 
the uioruiiig ; A\ heii, worn out with di.>a[ipoiiitmcnt, we 
Went to the hamijiocks, turned in, aud tell asleep. 

'When day broke, 'we found that he had (laurived to get 
the bait from tlie hook, tiioiigh we had tied n on with 'triiig. 
\\'e had now no more hope' of taking a eaymau till the 
return of night. Tlie Indian took ult into the wood', and 
hrought back a noble .-,iip]ily of gime. 'I'ne rest of us 
Went into the eaiioo, aud ]'ro--(n,,I|.q up ll.o liver to -^hoot 
ti'li. We got even more than eve could me 

As we a}iproae]ied the 'liallow', we coi;i,| e tie L.rge 
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btiiig-rays moving at the bottom, il’lie coloured man 
never failed to hit them with his arrow. The weather 
was delightful. There was scarcely a cloud to intercept 
the sun’s rays. 

I saw several scarlet aras, anihingas, and ducks, but 
cottld not get a shot at them. The parrots crossed the 
river in innumerable C|uautities, always flying in pairs. 
Here, too, I saw the Sun-bird, called Tirana by the 
Spaniards in the Oroonoipie, and .shot one of them. The 
black and white Scarlet-headed Fincli was very common 
here. I could never see this bird in the Demerara, nor 
hear of its being there. 

'\^'e at last came to a large sand-bank, probably two 
miles in circumference. As we approached it -we could 
see two or three liuudred Fresh-water Turtle on tlie edge 
of the bank. Ere M e could get near enough to let fly an 
arroM’ at them, they had all sunk into the river and 
appeared no more. 

We M’ent on the sand-bank to look for their nests, as 
this M'as the breeding season. The coloured man showed 
ns how to find them. Wherever a portion of the sand 
seemed .smoother than tlie rest, there M’as sure to he a 
turtle’s ne.st. fin digging donm M'itli our hands, about nine 
inches deep, we found from twenty to thirty M’hite eggs; 
in less than an hour ^ve got above tM'O hundred. Those 
Mhich had a little black spot or two on the shell M’e ate 
the .same day, as it M’as a sign that tliey M’ere not fresh, 
and of course M'ould not keep : tliose Avhich had no speck 
were put into dry sand, and cvere good some Aveek.s after. 

At midnight, tevo of onr people M'ent to tliis sand-hank, 
M'hile the rest stayed to watch the cayman. Tlie turtle had 
advanced on to the sand to lay their eggs, and the men 
got betMi.vt them and the M’ater ; they brought off half a 
dozen very tine and M'ell-ted turtle. Tlie egg-shell of the 
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fresli-water turtle is uut hard like that of the laud tor- 
toise, hut appears like white parchment and giv'es way to 
the pressure of the fingers; hut it is very tough, and 
does not break. On this sand-bank, close to the forest, 
we found several Guana’s nests ; hut they had never more 
than fourteen eggs a-piece. Thus passed the day in 
e.vercise and knowledge, till the sun’s declining orb 
reminded us it was time to return to the place from 
whence we had set out. 

The second night’s attempt upon the cayman was a 
repetition of the first, tpiite unsuccessful. We tvent a 
fishing tlie day after, had excellent sport, and returned to 
experience a third night's disappointment. On the fourth 
evening, about four o’clock, we began to erect a stage 
amongst the trees, close to the water’s edge. From this 
we intended to shoot an arrow into the cayman : at the 
end of this arrow was to be attached a string, which would 
be tied to the rope, and as soon as the cayman was struck 
we were to have the canoe ready and pursue him in the 
river. 

While we were busy in preparing the stage, a tiger 
began to roar. We judged by the sound that lie was not 
above a cprarter of a mile from us, and that he was close 
to the side of the river. Unfortunately, the Indian said 
it was not a jaguar that was roaring, but a couguar. The 
couguar is of a pale, brownish red colour, and not as large 
as the jaguar. As there -was nothing jJarticular in this 
animal, I thought it better to attend to tlie apparatus for 
catching the cayman than to go in quest of the couguar. 
The people, however, went in the canoe to the place 
where the couguar was roaring. On arriving near the 
spot, they saw it was not a couguar, but an immense 
jaguar, standing on the trunk of an aged mora-tree, which 
bended over the river ; he growled and showed his teeth 
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a' tLrv ; t’lie coloiirel lYuiii Hud at liini with 

a hcdl, hut yiTohahlv lui-'etl iiuu, autl tlaj iiutautly 

OC'SCanded, nil'l tottk oil iuto the vtood". I Weilt to tllC 
|.lace Lcfoiv daik, and vte soau-hod tlie IhiL-'t lor ahout 
liall a iiiilo ii! llio dii-Lctioii lie had Hod, hut uo could see 
lio traces of liiui, or any marks ot'ldood; so I coucludccl 
that i’cai had prevented the luau from taking steady aim. 

dVe t-peiit heut jiait of the lourlh idyht in tryiiic; for the 
cayman, hut all to no pui'iiose. 1 was now convinced that 
'i.tiiiethiny Avas inateiially wron". AVe ought to have keen 
eucces-ful, con -idol ;ng our vi,eihuice and attention, and 
that ve lifi'l ifpeatedly seen the cayman. It was uselos 
i" lull}- liere an}’ longer ; moreover, the coloured man hegau 
to take aii.s, and laiieied that I could not do without him. 

■ I i.cuet admit of thi> in any e.xpedition where I am com- 
' mander ; and so 1 convinced tlie man. to his sorrow, that 
i could do without Idin ; fur I paid him what 1 had agreed 
In give 1dm. which amounted to eight dollars, and ordeied 
him hack ill his own cnrial to jMis. reterson's, on the 
hill at the liTst fidls. 1 then asked the negro if there 
Were any Indian settlements in the neighhourhood ; he 
said he knew of oma a day and a half oh. AVe went in 
ipC'Sl ot it, and ahoiit om- o clock the next day the iic^ro 
showed us the cieek wLeie it was. 

The entraiiee was .-o concealed hv tliick huslies that a 
•stumger w’ouhl Iiave ]iassed it wuiiout knowing it to he 
a creek. In goiiic; ii]) it we found it dark, ’w-iuding, and 
imiicaic heyi'iiil any creek that T had ever seen hei’ore 
A\ heu I'rjihcU' lamehack with his voung rvife Iroin Stvx, 
his icith mu'l ha\ e ht ell .sindlar t(.i this, lor Uvid savs 
U \va> 

...'.’A..', ui’;gait_ lixii-sU-' Opaevj” 

aim till' c o > k w .1 - i-\aclh mc 
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When ^\'e liad yot about two-tliircU iip it, we met the 
luiliaus yoiiig a lisliiny. I saw, by the way their things 
were packeil in the enrial, that tliey did iitit intend to 
return fur some days. However, on telling them wliat we 
wanted, and by })Tomising handsome jrresonts of powder, 
shot, and hooks, they dro}iped their expedition, and invited 
us tip to tlie setlleuieut they had just left, autl where we 
laid in a provision of cassava. 

Tlugv gru'e us for dinner boiled aut-hear and red 
moidtey ; two dishes unknown even at Eeauvilliers in 
1‘aris, or at a Loudon city feast. The moidtey was very 
good indeed, but the ant-hear had lieen kept beyond its 
time; it stunk, as tutr venison iloes in Knglaud ; and su, 
after tasting it, I preferred dining erdirely on monk'ey. 
After resting here, we went haek to the river. The 
Indians, three in numl.ier, aeeouqanii'd va iu tln.-ir onn 
eurial, ami, on entering tlio river, pointed t<' a place a 
little way above, t\-ell calculated to harbour a cayman. 
Tlie water was dee[i and still, ami llaiiked by .an immeime 
saiid-baiik ; there was also a little .shallow creek close l\v. 

f)n this sand-bank, near the forest, the people made a 
shelter for the night. IMy own was already jnade ; for T 
always talvG with me a paijited sheet, about twelve feet 
by ten. This, tliniMu over a pole, sup]iorteil betwixt two 
trec'i, makes you a capital voof with very little trouble. 

AVe showed one of the Indians the shark-liook. He 
shook his head and laughed at it, and said it would not 
d(c When he wa.s a boy, lie had seen his lather catch the 
cavinen, and ou the morrow he would make something 
that Would answer. 

Ill the nieantiiiie, we set the shark-hook, but it availed 
us nought; a caymau came and took it, but w<juld not 
swallow it. 

Seeing it v, to atteml ibe shaik-la.iok any 
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longer, ^ve left it for tlie niglit, and returned to our 
hammocks. 

Ere I fell asleep, a reflection or two broke in upon me- 
I considered, that as far as the judgment of civilized man 
went, everything had been procured and done to ensure 
success. AVe had hooks, and lines, and baits, and patience ; 
we had spent nights in watching, had seen the cayman 
come and take the bait, and after our expectations had 
lieen wound up to the highest pitch, all ended in disap- 
pointment. Probably this poor wild man of the woods 
would succeed by means of a very simple process; and 
thus prove to bis more civilized brother that, notwith- 
standing books and schools, there is a vast deal of know- 
ledge to be picked up at every step, whichever way we 
turn ourselves. 

In the morning, as usual, we foiuul the bait gone from 
the shark-hook. The Indians went into the forest to 
hunt, and we took the canoe to shoot h.sh and get another 
supply of turtles’ eggs, which wo found in great abundance 
on this large sand-bank. 

AVe went to the little shallow creek, and shot some 
young caymen, about two feet long. It was ostonisliing 
to sec what spite and rage these little things sliowecl when 
the arrow struck them ; they turned round and bit it, and 
snapped at us when we went iuto the water to take them 
up. Daddy (hia.-Dlii boiled one of them for his dinner, and 
found it very .sweet and tender. I do not see why it 
should not he as good a.s frog or veal. 

I'he day was now declining apace, and the Indian had 
made his instrument to take the cayman. It was very 
.sirajile. There w ere four pieces of tough hard wood, a foot 
long, and about as thick as yonr little linger, and barbed 
at both ends; they were tied round the end of the rope, 
in such a manner, that if you enneeivo the rope to lie an 
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arrow, these four stielcs wouM form the arrow’s liead; so Tmr.n 
that one end of the four united sticks answered to the 
point of the arrow-head, while the other ends of the 
sticks expanded at erpral distances round the rope, thus — 



hTow it is evident, that if the cayman swallowed thi.s, (the 
other end of the rope, whicli was tliirty yards long, being 
fastened to a tree,) the more he pulled, the faster the barbs 
would stick into his stomach. This wooden hook, if you 
may so call it, was well baited with tlie llesh of the 
acouri, and the entrails were twisted round the rope for 
about a foot above it. 

Xearly a mile from where we had our hammock.s, the 
sand-liank was steep and abrupt, and the river very still 
and deep ; there the Indian pricked a stick into the sand. 
It was two feet long, and on its extremity was fixed the 
machine ; it hnng suspended about a foot from the water, 
and the end of tlie rope was made fast to a stake driven 
well into the sand. 



The Indian then took the empty shell of a land tortoise 
and gave it some lieavy blows with an axo. I asked him 
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I'liMi ■'vry he ('lid lliat. lie eaid it v.a-^ t('i ](;t the cavmaii heat 
.'(jiiic-thiiiy -uas yiitiy (ill. Ill faet the Indian meant 
it as the caynuinh diuiier-liell. 

IFaviiiy d'liie till'. We went ha ek ha the hauimoeks, not 
iuteialine to ai'it it ayaiii till iiKjviiiiiy. iJurinn the uiyht, 
tit' jayuars roared ami nruiiihled in the forest, as thouuli 
the World was yoiny wroiiy with tliein, and at intervals we 
could he:.r the distant caynian. The roariiie of the jaguars 
ttas a wild : lull it was imisie to the dismal noi-e of these 
hideous and iiialieious reptiles. 

' Ahijui hall-]>ast live in the iiioriiinp-, the Indian .stole ort’ 

e',,1 silently to takie a lo.ik at the ha.it. < hi arriving at the 

jl.iee' he se* ii}! a treni'UKlou' shout. We all jumped out 
o]' our Imninm' ks anil ivn to him. The Indians got there 
I'cj'oie iiii;-. for tlu-y laid ir.i (ilotlu'S to put on. and I lost 
lwo luiiiiite' in loi'king for luy trou-crs and in .slipping 

into llieiii. 

\1'(.' loiiiid a eayiiian, ten feet and a half long, fast to 
tlio end ot the io]i ‘. Xiiihiiig- now remained to do, hnt 
to 0,0 him oiit of the Water without iiijuilug his scale.s, 
hof opu-. hie l.itioi." We iiiiistr-red .-^tKiiig : there were 
tliK-o Imhaiis from tlii^ eiciTt, there was my own Indian 
I an, T)adily d>ua-hi,tlie iionvo from klrs. I’clorsou's, James. 
Hr, h. T,d;i)oii~roiio .s man. whom i was iiuslruetiiie to 
]'i. 'I i\'c hnd--, and hi'tlv, luysolf 

1 iid'oi'iiicd the Imliaiis that it was my iiiteiitioii to draw 
liiiii ijidioly mu of Uic water, and tlien .secure him. Tliev 
looki d and .si.ircd at each (itlier, ami .mid 1 iiiiuht do it 
iii\'-ill'; lai! limy wmild have iio haiiil in it; the cayman 
Would woi'i'v -ri.ine of us. On .saving tliis, “ consedere 
dm o~, ihe-y '-ipiatli.'il on tlieir hams with the most perfect 
iudl!li-vc!i.'0. 

1 la- i lull. Hi ' 111 the -e w lid- have never hes-n suhjeet to 
lim I'-a-t i'estraiut , and I knew enough ot them to Im 
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aware, that if 1 tried to three them against tlieir will, they th 
■ would take oth and leave me and my lu’esents unheeded, 
and never return. 

iJadJy (,)iiashi wa5forap]>lyim; to our mmy as u>u,il, coii- 
siderin;^' them our best ami .vale -t fiiemks. I immediately 
offered to knock him down for his cowardice, and he 
shrunk liack, heyying that I would fie cautious, and not 
yet myself worried ; and apoloyizitiy for his ov u -want of 
resolution, dly Indian wa.s now in c.niver'atioii vith the 
others, and they asked if I would allow tiiem to shout a 
do;;en arrows into him, and thus ihhahle him. TIuh would 
have ruined all. I hud come above lliive hundred miles 
on purpose to yet a cayman nninjiii'ed, a.ud not to carry 
back a mitlilided specimen. I n-jected their iu'opo.sitiou 
with firmness, and darted a disdainful eye upon the 
Indians. 

Daddy (hmshi vas ayain I'euinuiny to remonstrate, and 
I chased him uii the sund-hank li.'i' a ijuarti-r of a mile. 

He told me afterwarils, he thouylit he .shonhl have droiiiied 
down dead with I’liyht, for lie was lirmly ]ier^n,rded, if I 
had cauylit him, I should have hnndh'd him into the cay- 
man’.s jaws. Here then we stood, in .''ileiice, like a calm 
before a tlniuder-.storm. •• Hoc res '-umma loco. Seimlitur 
in conlraria vulyns." They w.uiled tij kill liiin, and 1 
wanted to take him alive. 

I now walked up and down the sand, revolving a dozen 
projeets in niy heail. Tin* canoe was at a cam-'iderahle 
distance, and I ordered tin* peoiile to brine it round to the 
place wliere we were. The m.nt was ciyht feel long, and 
not nuirli thicker than mvvri-'t. I tmak it out of the 
caiioc, and wra]iped the .sail round tlie end of it. iSow it 
np]H*ared clear to me. tliat if I went down upon one knee, 
and held the nia=t in the same position as the soldier hold.s 
his bayonet vheii lu.shiiig to the cliarge, 1 could force it 
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liiirai iId'.vii tin/ c.iviiiauA tlilaat. slioulil Lo crmia opou-inoutli'jil 
at lua. AVliL-ii tlii< tukl tu the Indians, tliev liripUtened 
nn, and cuid they wuuld help) me to pjuli him out of the 
1 iver. 

Prrf -r,.- “■ Ihiuve squad I” said I to mysAiq ‘•■'Anclax omnia 

pppj'.eti/ nova that you have got me betwixt yourselves 
e.’e.. anel dangee." I then iiinsteied all hands fen tlie last 
lime btleie the* b.atle. "We we-te, four South Aiueiieaii 
savag( s, two m groes li’oiii Aliiea, a eieede from Trinidad, 
and my.M.df a white man from Yorkshire. In iaet. a little 
tower of Eahel group, in di'ess, iio dress, address, and 
language. 

ihideiv Qiitsiii hung in the rear: I showed hint a large 
Spianisli kmfe*, wl.ielt I always carried in the waistband of 
my trousers : it spioke volumes to him, and he shrugged 
u’j Ids shoulders in ahs'diite despiair. The sun was just 
]iee|)iiig over tlie high f'lre.sts oii the eastern hills, ns if 
coming to look on, and hal tm ae-t with becoming fortitude. 

1 jihiced .ill the p.eopio .A the end of the ropse, and ordered 
llieiii to j'ull till the cayman apipieared on the surface of 
t!ie w.itev; and tlieii, sliuuld he piluiige, to slacken the repse 
ami let him go ag.iin into the de^s. 

1 now toijl; tile* m.jst of the caime iu my hand (the sail 
heiiig tieel round the end of the mast) and sunk down upion 
oiii* ki)i-e. about four yards from the* watei’s (•dige, deter- 
mining to tlii'i’et it down his throat, in case he gave me 
an opiporiun.ly. I ci rtainlv felt .seimewliat uiicoinfortable 
in till- 'iLuilion, and I tliouglit of Cerberus on the other 
.-idi) ijf till) .giyx f-ny. Tim pieople ]iulled the CMVmau to 
the suiia.,e; im jlunged I'uiiouslv a.^ soon as he arrived in 
these uppr-r region^, and inauediately went helow again 
on their ■'lackeiiing the ropie. I .saw enough not to fall 
in love at lir-t sight. I now told them we would run all 
rish- and have him on land immediately They puilled 
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again, ami out lie came,- — “ moiistrum lioiTeiiilum, iiifoviae. 
This was an interesting nioim-nt. I kept my pusition 
firmly, with my eye fixed steaiUast on liirn. 

By tliis time the cayman was within tvco yards of me. 
I saw he was in a state of fear and percurhatinii ; I in- 
stantly dropped the mast, sprang up, and jumped on his 
back, turning half round as I vaulted, .so that 1 gained my 
seat with my face in a right position. 1 immediately 
seized his fore legs, and, by main force, tud^ted them on 
his back ; thus they served me for a bridle. 

He now seemed to have recovered from his surprise, and 
probably fancying himself in hostile company, he lugan to 
plunge fmiously, and lathed the sand witli his h.'iig and 
pou’erful tail. I was out of reach of the strokes of it, by 
being near his head, lie cuutiiim.-d tj plunge .uid .-rtiike, 
and made my seat veig- uiicomfurlal.ile. It luint have been 
a fine sight for an unoccupied speetakuc 

The ^leople roared out in iriumpli. and were ^o V'sciferous, 
that it was some rime b.-dhre they Ic-.ird me tell thorn to 
pull me and my beast of burden faitimr inlaid. 1 was 
apprehensive the rope iniglit break, .iml then tlc-ie wmiid 
have been every oliance ot going down to ihe legions iiiider 
water with the cayman. That wonl I ho. e nu.ire 

perilous than Arioii'-s marine niormag ride : — ■ 

“ DlIjiIuiu iiaiilens v.iia e.vi'ul.i suleit ’ 

The people now dragged us above foity yanK on the 
sand; it was the lir.st and li-.t time 1 w.i- ever on a 
caymans back, should it be a>ked. how 1 managed to 
keep mv .seed, I would aiiswei'. — I hunted -oiiie } eai's wilii 
Lord Darlington's fo\-hounds. 

After repeated attempts to reg.iiiilii- libeit\, tiie e.ivinan 
gave in, and became tranepul lhi'oiig]i e.vli lu-iiun. 1 now 
managetl to lie up his jaws, and linnlv seeuivd his fue- 
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niiun t'-" ^ ill tiie pO'itinn I hail hi'ld them. We had now another 
•■^‘-■N'ere ^trug;ale I'ui .-^uperionty, hut he v.ais .soon overcoiiio 
aiij ayaiii remaiued (|uiet. liile some of the people 
v.’ere pre-'iny n[iiinhis head and shoulders, I threw mv.self 
on hi' tail, and hy keeping it down to the sand, prevented 
him from kiekiug up another dust. He was finally eon- 
s’eyed to the ea.uoe, and then to the Ydaee where we had. 
su']ieu.led onr haiuiaoeks. There I cut his throat; and, 
alter hioakfast v.ats over, commeiieed the dissection. 

iNo\'.' that the alliay had ceased, Iiaddy (Juushi played a 
goi.id liiigi.-r and thn.tidj at breakfast; he .said ho found 
hiiu'clf innch revived, and became very talkative and 
U'lfnl, ns there was no longer anv danger. He was a 
taiihlul, honest negro. Hi, master, iiiy worthy friend 
iMr. Ediiioiistoiie, had l.ietii So obliging as to send out 
lurtiiular orders to tlie eoloiiy, that the Daddy .should 
attend me all the time I was iii the fore.st. He had lived 
ill the wild, i.if Deinerara wiili Air. Eilmoiist(.)ue fur many 
years ; and olteu anuised me with the account of the fray.s 
his master had had in tlio woods with snakes, wild beasts, 
and runaway negroes, (idd age was now coming fast upon 
bill! : lie bad been an able fellow in bis younger days, and 
a g.ilhtiil one too, for he had a large sear over his eyebrow, 
e.iU'i'd by tile .stroke ot a cutlass, from uiiother iienTo 

■ O > 

vliile the Daddy was engaged in an intrigue. 
y„, /„/./ ../ ’''" h of the eayiiiaii may be said to be almost iin- 

! ^ j'l'UetiM.ble to a nuisket-ball, but bis sides are not near so 

'liong, and an- cMsily jiiereeil with an arrow ; indeed, were 
they U' 'trong the back and the belly, there would be 
no ]iait oi the cayman's bodv .soft and elastic enou"li to 
adiini ul eNjMn'ioii alter taking in a .siqiply of fooel. 

/■' '' ' llie Ciivinan Inis no grinders ; his teeth are entirely made 
lor suati !i and 'Walluw ; there are thirty-two in each jaw. 
1 oih.ip, 11, j animal in existence bears more decided nuuks 
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ill liis comiteiuuiee of cruelty iiiul malice tliau tlie cjyuiaii. 
He is the scourge and terror of all tlie large rivers in 
South America near the line. 

( )ne Sunday evening, some year.s ago, as I rva-- walldng 
with Don Pelipe de Yiieiarte, governor of Aiigiutuivi, oil 
the hank of the Orooiioque, '■ Stop liere a minute or two, 
Don Carlos,'’ said he to mo, “ while I recount a s.id acci- 
dent. One fine evening la^t year, as the pecqde of Aiigiu- 
tura were sauntering up and down here, in the Alameda, 
I was within twenty yards of this ]ilaee, when 1 saw a 
large cayman rii.sli ont of the river, .^eize a man, and cany 
liim down, hefore aiiyhody had it in his power to a^si-.t 
him. The .seieanis of the jioor fellow were teriibh* ns the 
cayman was ruiiiiiiig olf with him. He plunged into the 
liver with his prey: we instantly lost sight of him, and 
never saw or heanl Idni more.” 

I was a day and a half in di.-^eetiiig our eayiiiaii. and 
then we all got ready to return to Deiiierara. 

It was nmcli more perilous to descend than to a-'Cend 
the falls ill the lAseipiiho. 

The ]'lace we hadtopas^ had proved fatal to four Indians 
aljout a iiioiitli hefore. The water foamed, and du'-lied and 
lioiled, amongst tlie steo]) and ciaggy rock-, and seemed to 
warn ns to be careful how we veiitiivi'il there. 

I was I’ur all hands to get out of the canoe, and tlioii, 
after lashing a long rope ahead and a-teni, we might have 
eliinhed from rock to roek,uiid teinpered lieriii her jci'^ace 
down, and our getting out. would liave liuhteiud hor nnaii. 
Tut the iiegi'o who had joined us at Mi,-?. IVtcmou's -aid 
he wa^ suie it would he safer to .■'tny in the caimo vhile 
she went down tlie tall. I was loath to give way to him ; 
hut I did so this time against my hetter judgn.ent. as he 
assured me that he was accu.stoiiiecl to pa^s and repa-s 
these i'alls. 
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Accurdii.”!}' Y.'-- dt-teimiivd to inish down : I was at the 
helm, the ^L-^t at their p.ididies. But Before we got lialf 
avav thioiigh, the ru'liiiig avatevs (Icpiived the canoe of all 
power of steeraae, and she heeame tlie sport of the torrent ; 
ill a second .die v. as half full of water, and I cannot coin- 
pieheiid to this day wliy site did not go down ; luL'kily the 
peo[ile e.xeited themselves to the utmost,, — she got headway, 
tiiid they pnih.d tlirough the whiiipool ; I heing f|uite in 
the stern of the canoe, part of a wave struck me, and 
iieaily knocked me overboard. 

We now paiidled to some rocks at a distance, got out, 
unloailed the canoe, and dried tlie cargo in the sun, which 
was vciy liot and powerful. Had it been the wet season, 
almost oveiytliing wnuhl have been spoiled. 

After thi>, the vocag,? down the E^secjuibo was quick 
and ]ihawont till we reached the sca-ceiist ; there we had 
a tnaiig day of it ; the wind was dead against us, and the 
sun reiiiiirkab'.y hot; we got twice aground upon a mud- 
llat, and wi-re twii e ol'iiged to get out, rtp to the middle 
ill mild, to sliove the canoe throu;,;h it. Half way hetwixt 
the lAserpiiiio and Itemerara the tide of flood caught us; 
mill after tlie utines', l■.':ertion■-, it was half-past six in the 
evening hefole W.; gut to (ieorgelown. 

d\'e had been out f'oni si.x in tile morning in an open 
caimc on the seu-cuasl. without umbrella or awning, ex- 
jMised all d.iy to the liery rays of a tropical sun. i\Iy face 
smarted so that I could get no slee]) during tlie night, and 
tin; im.\t moimiiu my lip^ were all in fili-ter.s. The Indian 
Yaii Went ifown to the E".equiho a copper colour, but the 
lellisf'tiou ot the 'Uii fioiii tlie sea, and fiom the sand- 
banks in the licer, had turned iiiin iic-Lirly hlack. He 
lauuhed a.t hinmelf and said that tlie Indians in the 
T’eii.eraia would nut know him again. I stayed one day 
in Ge.irgetown, and llieii set off the next morning for 
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liead-quartei '3 in AliLiri CiC-L-k, 'where I finishoil tlii' 
cayman. 

Hero the remaining time 'was -^pent in collecting hirds, 
and ill paying particular atlenliun to thedr haunts and 
economy. The rainy season having set in, the vveather 
became bad and stormy ; the liglitmiig and thunder were 
incessant ; the days cloudy, and the nights cold and misty. 
I had iiove been eleven months in the forest.s, and colleeteil 
=ome rare insects, two hundred and thirty Links, two land 
tortoises, five armadillas, two large .serpent^, a .sloth, an 
ant-hear, and a cayman. 

I lelt the wihks and n'paired to Cicoigetowp. to spend a 
few day.s vitli iMr. Ik Tldmonst'iiie previous to eiiibarkiiig 
Ibr liurope. I must here return my .siiicerest thanks to 
thi.s woitliv geiilleiiiau tor his many kindnesses to me ; 
his fi'iend.^liip was of the lUmu't service to me, and he 
never failed to send me supplies up into the tovest hy 
e V e I'V 0 p p or t un i t y . 

I emharked for England, on hoard the Do: W'est-Iudia- 
nmn, commanded by Captain Givy. 

Sir Jo.seph Hanks had often told me, he hoped that I 
would give a lecture in pubti>', on the new mode I had 
discovered of preparing si-'ceiniens 111 natural history for 
museums. I always declincil to d') .-^o, as I despaired of 
ever being able to hit ujiOn a proper method of doing 
rpiadrupeds ; and I w.is aware that it would liave been 
an iinpi rfeet lecture to treat of birds only. I imparted 
wlrit little knowledge T was nui'tor of, at Sir .To-epli's, to 
tlie unfuitiinate gentlmiieii wbo went to Afriia to explore 
tlie Congo ; anil that w.m all tbat tiiuk pi, ice in the 'hape 
cf a leetuie. Xow that 1 liad hit upon the way of doing 
rpiadrupeds, I drew u}) a little plan on bo.inl the J)"\ 
which 1 trusted would have been of service to natur,di.sts ; 
and by proving to them the superiority of tlie new plan, 
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they 'would pfolmhly he induced to ahandon the old and 
• comuiou way, -whii-li is a diyerace to the pietent age, and 
renders hideous every .speciiin-n in every niuseum that I 
have as yet visited. I intended to have given three lec- 
ttnes : one on inseet.s and ■'erpents ; one on lards ; and 
one on i|uailrupeds. Hut, as it will he shortly seen, this 
little plan w.is doomed not to he iiiitolded to pii’dic view. 
Tllibeiality hl,e~ted it in the hud. 

liad ;i ph'.isant passaue across the Atlantic, and 
airit'ed in t!ie iMer'cy in tine trim and good spirits. Great 
was the attontion 1 received trom the coimuander ot the 
D'l. He anil his mate, Mr. Sjieiice, took every care of 

111}' etilleetion. 

On our landing, tlie geiitleiueii of tlie Liverpool Custom- 
’ linUre received me as an old rriend and ac([Uaintance, and 
ohliginely i.ilteivd their ^ervie'Cs. 

'twice hel'ore liad i hiiRlcd in Liverj'ool, and twice had 
I le.i'iiii to udiniie ila-ir ciin.inet and liheuality. They 
knew I was iiicajiahle of tiGiig to iutrodnee anytliing 
eoiitrcdiand, and they Wi.U'O aware tliat I never dreamed of 
tuining to ]iiiitlt the .'['ee ime'us I had proenred. They 
considered that 1 liad left a Comfortahle home in ipiest 
of Science : and tliat I had wanderi'd into far-distant 
climes, and yoiie harel'ooted, ill-elotlied, and ill-fed, 
throiiuh swamps and Woods, to procure specimens, some 
of which had ncvi r hi-eii seen in Liirope. They con- 
sidered that it woidd he diiltieull to liv a jn ii c upon speei- 
iiiciis 'which had inner heeii honeht or sold, and which 
iiiwer wcie (o he, :is they weie intended to ornament 
my own lioii'c. It wash. It'd, they .-aid, to have eevimsed 
mt'cll, ler years, to d.iiiger, and then he uhlieed to pay 
on letuiiiing to my native laud. Under th'we considera- 
tions, they li.xed a moderate duty, which satisfied all 

parties. 
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IIo>ve\ eA tlii.s exj.cJitioii ainlr.l not -o. It tiuiylit 
me liow liai'tl it i' to learn tlie graial les-ioii, “ ;ei_i^uam 
niemeutij relnis in ardui^ servaiv nieuteia. ’ 

But my gO(jLl irieinis in tlie Custom-hou^c of Li\'ei'pool 
ivere nut to blame. On tlie contrary, they did all in their 
power to piroeiire balm fur me iimtead of rue. But it 
would not aii-wer. 

They appointed a very civil uflicer to attend me to the 
.ship. 'While we were looking into some of the boxes, to 
see tliat the specimens were ja-uperly .stowed, previous to 
their being conveyed to tlie kiiig'.s di'jiot, another otlicer 
etiterecl the cabin. Ife was an entire .stianger to me, and 
seemed wonderfully aware id' bis own coiiserpience. \^ ith- 
out preface or aiiology, be thrust his head over my slundder, 
and said, we had no busine.ss to have o[iened a single bo.x 
withi iut his ]ierini:s.--ion. I aU'weri d, they had been opeiical 
almost ei'ery day siju.’e thev had come on bo.ird, and that 
I coiisideied there was no haim in doing so. 

lie then left the e.ibiii, and T .'aid to niysclf as ho went 
onl, “ 1 Misiiect I ^hall sec th.n man again at I'lulippi.'’ 
The boxes, ten in numbei', wcn- coineyed in satety irom 
tlio ship to the depdt. I then I’lni ceded to tlie Custom- 
house. I’lie neees'ary Ibllns Vele g.iue through, and 
a ju'opoitiuiiate duly, according tci eircum.staiiL'c.s, was 
paid. 

This done, we returned from tiic Cti'tom-hoU'e to the 
depot, accoupianied by .several geiitleiiieii who wi'hed to 
see the collectiun. Tiny exjues^ed Iheiiiselvi-^ highly 
gratified. The bo.xes were elo-ed, and nothiiiu' now re- 
mained but to convey them to the cait. whirli was in 
atteuilauce at the d.ior of the dejint. di’-t as one of the 
inferior ottieer.s vas i arrviiig a hox tliitlur. in stepprd the 
man wlicau I sus|iected I slidiial see aeaiii at I’hilipjii. 
He abruptly deelared biinself iln'ati'tieil vith the valua- 
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tiriu Tvliieli the Liemlemen ol' the (Justoms had ])iit upon 
tlie collection, and .said he nuust detain it. I remonstrate J, 
hut it cva.s all in vain. 

After this ].itil\il stretch of povcer. and had compliment 
to tlie other ofucei'.s of the Customs, yyho had heeii satislied 
vith the v.iluatioii, this mail had the folly to take me 
aside, and alter assuiiny me that he liad a great regard for 
the arts and .sciences, he lamented that conscience obliged 
him to do tvhat he had done, and lie wished he had been 
litty miles from Liverpool at the time that it fell to his 
lot to detain the collection. H.id ho looked in niy face as 
he i-aid this, he would Lave seen no marks of credulity 
there. 

I now returned to tlie Cusloiii-liouso, and after o.\'- 
pressinu my opinion cd' the oflicer's coiuliiet at the degot, 
1 ].ulh-d a bniich of keys 'vhicli licdouged to the detained 
1 nxi> uut of iiiv pi cket, laid them Oil the table, took my 
leave of the gentlemen piio.scnt, and soon after set off for 
Yorkshire. 

I saved nothing from the gv.isp of the stranger officer 
but a pair of live dlaluy fowls, which a gentleman in 
rieorgetowii had made me a picsciit ot. I had collected 
ill the forest scvciTil ..•gcs of curious birJ.s, iii hopes of 
iiitroduciim the l>rceii into Lnglaiid, cind, hud taken great 
I'aiiis ill doing tiieni u\er with gum-arahic. and iii packing 
tin m in charco.il, accoidine; to a receipt I laid "ecu in the 
gazetLO, fiiTin the -u,, •//.■tv// .7/e',/n//. Tint 

the,'!' were ilet.iUie-d in the ihugi'it. in'ie.id of beine placed 
under a h'-n : v.hich uli'-ily luiie-il all my hopes of rearing 
a new ,-.i ei ic' of biiem in Lnckind, Tun-d pm'semages in 
Loiiilon lulcre'tcd thein''d\ es in liduilf of the collection, 
but all in vain. And eaiu also were tbe puijlic and 
jjiiv.ite ic]>rescntaLior,s of the tiicst ollieer of the Liverpool 
Cu.-^^om-house in my facoiir. 
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At last theie came an order from tlie Treasury to say, 
that any specimens Air. Waterton intended to pre.sent to 
puhlie institutions mipiht pass duty free ; hut those which 
he intended to Iceep for himself must pay the duty I 

A fiieiid iiou' wrote to me from Liverp(jul, requesting 
that I would come over and pay the duty, in order to save 
the collection, which had just been detained there six 
weeks. 1 did so. On paying an additional duty, (for the 
moderate duty first imposed had already been paid,) the 
man who had detained the collection delivered it up to 
me, assuring me that it had been well taken care of, and 
that a fire had been frequently made in the room. It is 
but justice to add, that cm opening the boxe^, there was 
nothing injured. 

I could never get a clue to these harsh and mie.vpected 
measures, e.xcept that there had been some recent smug- 
gling discovered in Liverpool ; and that tlie man i)i question 
had been sent down from London to act the jiart of .,\.rgns. 
If so, I landed in an evil lioui'; “ nefasto die;" making 
good the Spanish proverb, “ Pagan a las voces, jn.stos iior 
pecadoies :" at times the innocent siiffi.'r for tlie ,nnilty. 
After all, a little encouragement, in tl.e shape of exemption 
Ifoni paying the duty on this colleetion, might laive been 
expected: but it tinned ont otlieivise; and alter ex- 
pending large sums in pursuit of natural history, on my 
return home I was doomed to pay for my success : — 

“ Ifie finis, C.iri.li iV.toiiini, hie e.'.it'is ilhmi, 
iSul te Ulllt ’ " 

mv fleecr'. alieadr i-a^gfd and t<a'n A-vith the lliorns 
and liiici's, vlnch one mu.st natuially ex[ cct to find in 
distant and untrodden wdds, was shorn, I may say, on its 
return to Lngland. 

However, this i.s nothing new; f-ancho I’aiiza must have 
heard of similar cases; lor he j-axs. "'Aluchos van ])or 
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Lina, y vnelven trasriniLukia ; ” many po i'or wonl, and 
come home slioin. In order to pick up matter for natural 
history, I liave rvandered tlironyli the wildest parts of 
South America’s erpratorial regions. I have attacked and 
slain a modern Pvtlion, ami rode on the hack of a cayman 
close to the water's edge; a very different situation from 
that of a llyde-park dandy on his Sunday prancer hefore 
the ladies. Alone and harefoot I have pulled yioisonous 
simkos out of their lurking-places ; climhed up trees to 
peep into hole.s for hats and vaniynres, and for clays together 
hastened through .sun and rain to the thickest parts of the 
forest to procure specimens I liad never got hefore. In 
line, I have pur-ued the wild heasts over hill and dale, 
through swamps and puagmires, now scorched by the 
noon-day sun, now drenched ly the yicdting shower, and 
n-turned to tlie hammock, to .satisfy the cravings of 
hunger, often i ii a yioor and scanty snjiper. 

The.se vieis'itudes have turned to chestnut hue a once 
English complexion, and changed the colour of my hair, 
hefore father Time lunl meddled with it. The detention of 
the collection after it iiad fairly pas.sed the Customs, and 
the suhsequeiit order from the Treasury that I should pay 
duty for the syiecinien.s, nnles.s they were presented to 
some puhlic institution, liave ea.st a damp upon luy energy, 
and forced, as it wi-re, the cup of Lethe to my lips, by 
diinking which I have forgot my former intention of 
uiviiig a lectiii’c in yaihlic on preparing specimens to 
adoiu luuscuiu.s. In line, it is tins ungenerous treatment 
that has yiar.dyzed my plans, and caused me to give up 
the idea 1 once hail of rn:,erting here the iiewly-diseovered 
mode of yii'cpKiriiig ipiadniiieds and .serpents; and without 
it, the account of this hmt expedition to the wilds of 
Guiana is nothing but a — fragment. 

I'ai'ewell, Gentle Header. 



pouirm jouEXEY. 

cHArxEi; I. 

"Xhul lull', iiuiii' illui' ft utiiniiui' imc ouliiio i iitru. ’ 

TIiil'i' ypm^ in TiiiAaii'l. — ^,lil f"i' Xuw 'S'lii'k. — Xuiiictu l.itiiio. — Alti'ui- 

tion of M L-nfiy. — A d aiikl. t-nt ' ui'c — Fi-iits of 

cHiuliin;'. — ilui-ln'c. — Irish I'liiiyiMut^ — Tu'dU'lfi.Tso. — Siiratod.i. — 
riali'li-lphia. — 'Wliitr-luMili'il - -Fonii .iiul huiiioii. — Cluiiati'. — 

Fori'lioiliiiys uf till' ' ml war. — Sail hu- Anti^'u i. 

ConiTiinUS render, wliuii I Imde" tliue la'll farcwidl, T rornrir 
tliouolit these 'Waiidrriir^'! rvcie hmiidlit to a liiial close ; 
afterwards I often roved in iinaeiiiaiion through disiiiiit 
countries famous for nattiral history, hut felt no .stroiiy 
inclination to a'o thither, as the lust adventure had ter- 
minated in such uuexiiectcd vexation. The deiiarture uf 
the C'uchoo and Swallow, and suimner bird.s of jias-aye, 
for warnier reoions, once so intere.^tiny to me, now scai'cely 
caused me to turn inv face to the south ; and 1 continued 
in this cold and dreary cliinato for three teats, iliiriny 
this period, I seldom or ever mounted my hobby-horse ; 
indeed it may he .said, v\ilh the old sonit — 

“ Tlic s.uMIt' .iii’i I'li'lli' 1,11.1 on tln' ->11' U," 

and only taken down oiiee, on the iiiyht that I was 
iudueed to ^ive a lecture in the philo.sopliieal hall of 
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rorrm Lc-cds. A little after WiLuu'-i vj tuC 

juLKNLY. XJiiitiil ,s'A//'-S fell nitu my liaiieft. 

X/i's i.T The de-ire I had nf seeing thar. c juiitiy, together e^dtli 
Ati/'lt/O., animated de'eriptioii v.diieli ’’.Vilson hadi given of the 
birds, fanned up the almost expiring tlanie. I forgot the 
vexations already allndeil to, and .-et oft for Xew York, in 
tlie beautiful packet Jolui IV, 'Ih, eounnamled by Captain 
UanA. T'iie jaassage eras long and cold; but the elegant 
accommodations on board, and the polite attention of the 
eiiniinander. rciidered it very agreeable ; and I landed, in 
liealrh and meninient, in the stately capital of the new 
V i.iild. 

We will soon pen down a few reiiunks on this magnifi- 
cent city, but not just now. I want to venture into the 
north-west country, and get to their great canal, which the 
World talks so inucli about, though I fear it will he hard 
work to make one s way through bugs, bears, brutes, and 
buri'aloe.5, which we Europeans imagine are so frequent 
and ferocious in Ihese never-ending western wilds. 

I left XTeW York on a tine inorning in July, without 
Ac,/' }',>■!■ one letter of iutroduelieiii, hw the city of Ahoaiiv, .some 
Aibnuy. hundred and eighty miles up the celebrated Hudson. I 
.seldom care aliout letters of introduction, for I am one of 
those who dej.end much upon an accideuital acquaintance. 
Full many a fa'^e do I see, a-: I go wandering up and down 
the world, wliose mild eve, and sweet and placid features, 
.seem to beckon to me, and say, as it were, “ Spieak but 
civilly to me, and 1 will do wliat I can for you.’' Such a 
face as thi- is wortli nioi'c than a dozen letters of intro- 
duction : and siieh a face, gentle reader, I loimd on hoard 
the steam-boat i'roin Xew York to the city uf All)any. 

There wa^ a great nuinhei of well-dn-s-sed ladies and 
gentlemen in the ve.'^sel, all entiie strangers to me. 1 
fancied T could see several whose countenances invited an 
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uiikiiowii ^Vcalile^er to cuuiu aiiJ take a ■^eaL beside tlieui : Fan 
but there was one who encouraged me more than the re^t. 

I saw clearly that he was an American, and -I judged, Iw 
his iiiaiiners and appearance, that he had not spent all his 
time upon his native soil. I was right in this eonjecture, 
for he afterwards told me that he had been in 1 ranee and 
England. I saluted him as one .stranger gentleman otigiit 
to .salute another when he wants a little information ; and 
soon after, I dropped in a word or two by wliich he might 
conjecture that 1 was a foreigner; but I did not tell him 
.so ; I wished him to make the discovery lum^elf. 

He entered into couver.satiou rvitli the opimness and 
candour which i.s so rcmarkahle in the American ; and in 
a little time observed that he presumed 1 was from the 
old country. I told him tliat I was, and added, that I was 
an entire stranger on hoard. I -aw In.-- eye hrighten up at 
the prospect he had of doing a fcllow-crealui'e a kind turn 
or twci, and ke completely won my rejj.ird liy an ailability 
which I sliall never forget. Tlii^ ubliginp gentleman 
pointed out everything tliat was grand and iiitermting as 
the steam-boat plied her conr-e up tiie inajeslic Hudson. 

Here the Catskill inoiiiitaiiis raided their lolly. sunimh; 
and there the hilh came slopiigg dow u to the water's edge. 

Here he pioiiited to an need and venerable oak, which 
having escaped the levelling axe of man, .seemed almost 
to defy the blasting storm and desolating'' hand of time ; 
and there, he bade me observe an extended tract of wood, 
by which I miplit form an idea how rich and prand the 
tace of the eouniry had once heen. Here it was that, in 
the great and momentous striie.ele, tlie colmiist' lost the 
'lay ; and there, they carricil all before them ; — 

Thi'V fu^I i.,vt, on ovt rv 

.'n-l lu.iiiy .1 lu 

I .A on ill'" or'-nini 
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Herej in tine, ii^lood a noted reLdiiieiit ; tla-re, moved tlieir 
ereat captain ; lieiv, the lleet-^ tii't-d theii’ Ijioad^ide:^ ; and 
tlicie, the whole loive lamhed iju to Laitle : — ■ 

’• JilL llMIl’l'-, lu'’ XlU^IiU'- Aclllik-a, 

( 111, iu 11-, l'i> n L -.'‘riaii- s.jI •I'at/’ 

At tea-time we took our tea tripdlie-r, and tlie m.-xt 
niorniu.e this worthy American walked ip, witlt me to tlie 
inn in .Mii uiy. ^Iio.jk ni'; hy ih,- liamk and then ^^•eut his 
svay. I hade him faiewell. and lyaaiii I'aiewid], and hopcil that 
t'ortuiie* mielil hrine tm toy,.'ther ay.iin once more, I’os^ihly 
>lie‘ may yet do so; and .should it hs' in Fnolaiid. I will 
take him to iiiy house, U' an old I'lieud and aeiitiaintanee, 
and olttu' liini my elmiri.-st ehecr. 

ll is at .Vlh.iny that the .eieat canal opens into the 
Hudson, and joins the waters ol this river to those of 
Lake Erie. The Hudson, at the city of AHiaiiy, is di.staiit 
tii.iiii Lake Hide alieiit tliree hundred and sixty miles. The 
level of the like is live hundred and slxty-l'our feet hiylier 
tiuui the Hudson, and there are eielily-uiie looks on the 
eaiial. It is to lh,‘ eenius ami perseverance of He Ahtt 
Lliiitsiii that th,- Liiite l states owe the ulmost iucaleuLdde 
tidvantayes of thi' inland navicatiou, '■ Exi-eit monumeii- 
tum eue ]>eraiiniH'.’' Voii may eitlier yo nlony it all tlm 
wav to Lutl'alo. on Lake Lrif, or by the staye ; or some- 
times on one and tlieu in the other, just as xaiu think tit. 
Hraiid, indeed, is tlie .scfnery hy either route, and capital 
the aecoiiimoil.n ions. Cohl amt phh'ymatic must he he 
who is not varmrd into admii.ittoii hv the surrouudiny 
sriaiery, and , harmed with the aifahility of the travellers he 
moots on the waiy. 

This is now tin- s,.a-,on ot roviny, ami joy and merriment 
ior ilio yoiiliy of this lupipy country. Thousands are on 
the mote Irom ilitierent ]iarts of the I'nioii for the sprinys 
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and lakes, and the falls of Xiagara. There is nothing torum 
hanglity or forhidding in the Americans : and wherever J’i i-f.ne y. 
you meet them, they appear to be quite at home. This i.s 
exactly what it ought to be, and very much in favour of 
the foreigner who journeys amongst tliem. The immense 
numljer of liighly polished females who go in the stages to 
visit tlie cliifereut place.s of amusement, and see the stupen- 
dous natural curiosities of tliis extensive country, incon- 
testably proves tliat safety and convenience are ensured 
to them, and that the mo.st distant attempt at rudeness 
would, by common consent, be immediately put dowii. 

liy the time I had got to Schenectady, I begun strongly 
to suspect that I hud come into the wrong couiitiy to look 
for bugs, bears, brutes, and butfaloes. It is an enchanting 
journey from Albany to Schenectady, and from thence to 
Lake Erie. Tlie .situation of the city of Utica is particu- 
larly attractive ; tlie Mohawk running clo.se by it, tlie 
fertile fields and woody mountains, and the falls of Tren- 
ton, furcilily pre.ss the stranger to stop a day or two here 
befoiv he proceeds onward to tlie lake. 

At .some far-distant period, when it will not be pi.i.s^ible 
to tind the place where many of tlie celebrated cities of the 
East once 'tood, the world will liave to thank the United 
States of -Vmerica for hringing tlieir names into the we-.lein 
regions. It is, indeeil, a pretty tliought of tlie'e people to 
give to tlieir rising town.s the names of places su famous 
and conspicuous in former times. 

As I was sitting one evening under an oak, in the hiuh 
grounds lieliind Utica, I could not look down upem the 
city without thinking of Cato and bis misfortunes. Hail 
the town been called Crofton, or Warmfield, or Ihuvs- 
bury, tlieve would have been iiotliiiig remarkable in 
it ; but 1 tica at once revived the scenes at seliool long- 
past and lialt forgotti-u, and i-arried me with full speed 

T 
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Forp.TH back again to Italj', and from thence to Africa. I crossed 
jnruNEY. the Enbieon with Ccesar ; fought at Phar.salia ; saw poor 
Pompey into Lari.ssa, and tried to wrest the fatal sword 
from Cato’s hand in Utica. AVhen I perceived he was no 
more, I mourned over the noble-minded man who took 
that part which he thought would most benefit his coun- 
try. There is something magnificent in the idea of a man 
taking by choice the conquered side. The Poman gods 
themselves did otherwise. 

■■ I'l'.irir eaxua Diis plm uit, sol Catoiii " 

■■ lu tEis lid Cato with the (ieJs dhide, 

Tlii'j Gioso the ooii'iueuiig, he the conquer'd side.'’ 

Fuc nf tl" The whole of tlie country from Utica to Buffalo is 
eonytr;'. p],.^ 5 p^g ^ the intervening of the inland lakes, large 
and deep and clear, add.s considerably to the effect. The 
s]iacious size of tlie inns, their e.xcellent provisions, and 
the attention which the traveller receives in going from 
Albany to Buft'ulo. mnst at once convince him that this 
countiy is very mnch visited hy strangers ; and he will 
draw the conclusion that tliere mnst be something in it 
uncnminonly interesting to cause so many travellers to 
])as3 to and fro. 

Xature is losing fast lier ancient gaili, and putting on a 
new dress in tliese extensive regions. Alost of the stately 
timber has been carried away ; tbousaiuls of trees are 
lying prostrate on the ground; while meadows, corn-fields, 
villages, and jaastures are ever and anon Irarsting upon the 
traveller's view as he journeys on through the remaining 
tracts of wood. I wi.sli I could say a word or two for the 
fine timber wbicb is yet .standing. Spare it, gentle inha- 
bitants, for yonr country’s .sake ; these noble sons of the 
forest beautify your landscapes beyond all description ; 
wbfii they are gone, a century will not rejilace their loss 
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they cannot, they must not fall ; their vernal bloom, their fourth 
summer richness and autumnal tints, please and refresh 
the eye of man ; and even when the days of joy and 
warmth are fled, the wintry blast soothes the listening ear 
with a sublime and pleasing melancholy as it howls through 
their naked branches. 

'■ Arnuiiil me trees uunuraber’J rise. 

ISeautiful ill various dyes : 

The gloomy vine, the jioplfU' hlne. 

The yellow heeeh, the .sahlu yew ; 

The slender tir, tliat t.-iper grows, 

The staidy oak, witli broad-spread biiighs." 

A few miles before you reach Buftalo, the road is low 
and bad, and in stepping out of the stage I sprained my 
foot very severely : it swelled to a great size, and caused 
me many a day of pain and mortification, as will be seen 
in the sequel, 

Buffalo looks down on Lake Erie, and possesses a fine Buffalo. 
and commodious inn. At a little distance is the Black 
Bock, and there you pass over to the Canada side. A 
stage is in waiting to convey you some sixteen or twenty 
miles down to the falls. Long before you reach the spot 
you hear the mighty roar of waters, and see the spray of 
the far-famed falls of hiiagara, rising up like a column to 
the heavens, and mingling with the passing clouds. 

At this stupendous cascade of nature, the waters of the Fulh ./ 
lake fall one hundred and sevcnty-.=ix feet perpendicular. 

It has been calculated, I forget by whom, that the quantity 
of water discharged down this mighty fall, is six hundred 
and seventy thousand two hundred and fifty-five tons per 
minute. There are two large inns on the Canada side : 
but, after you have satisfied your curio.sitv in viewing the 
falls, and in seeing the rainbow in the foam far below 
where vou are standing do not, 1 pray you, tarry long at 
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ciilLOi' ijf tliL-ui. (9ross ovL-i' to tlie Aiinnieaii sidu, and 
there you will find a api.hijue iiiu, wliieli has nearly all the 
atiraetioiw ; tliei'e v.iu lueet v.'ith great attention, anil 
every a eCuniniudatiou. 

The day is pa>sed in looking at the falls, and in saun- 
tering up an'l down the vrooded and roekv environs of the 
Niagara : and the evening is often enliveiie'I ly the merry 
dame. 
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can liavdly do justice to the unaffected ease and 
Uioi ot the Auierhan ladies who visit the falls of 
11 a. The traveller need not rove in imagination 
n,_h CircaS'i.r in .search of fine forms, or through 
hind, l-'rrnee, and Spain, to meet with 'polished 
les. The nurnh'evs who are continually arriving here 
11 leirts of the T’nioii confirm the j’ustnes.s of thi.s 


I w:w looking one evening' at a dance, heing unable to 
join in it on account of tlio accident I liad received near 
Ibill.i’.o, vlioii a young Amciican entered the ball-room 
witli sm.h b- .: roiling air and giaco, that it was impossil.ile 
not t 1 h.ivo been -iraok with her appearance. 


” II 1 R' •‘■In vv-« ]r:,' r-;.'- d AVi'r 

T!i 't 'i: - i'll, r il.-w, 

riio V, t" l-U'L'.l'.-'l in ln.r > In f.k. 

.1 I'i hll! 2 t'» ill- \ ’-"A . 


I lu.uM Hot lir][) feeling a wi>h tr- know rchere die had 

Int » "ii il 1- .TiNv 'piOT'l, aii<l Mn\\-n so fair.'’ 

I'poii in.oiiry. 1 I'uU'.liI that she was from the city of 
.Vl' iiiv. The more 1 looked at the fair Albauesc. the 
nioi'j 1 wii- eouviiiC'-.l, th,\t in the United States of America 
m.iv fe fouu'l gun e and beauty and symmetry epual to 
air diiiig in tht- oLl woiid. 
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I now for yood ;uid all 9iii(l well I ini-lilj np ilie 
idea of finding latgs, Leais, lnutes. and liuilaloC'; in lliis 
country, and wa^ tliurouglily bali-died tlicT I l;ad Ldjoured 
under a great mistake in siisjjeeting tliat I slmuld ever 
meet witli tLem. 

I wished to join in tlie dance where the fail Alliaiitse 
was “to brisk note? in cadence healing.’' but the siul'i of 
my unlucky foot rendered it in) 2 .ossib]e : aial as 1 sat ivilh it 
reclined upon a .sofa, lull many apassiiig gentleman 'toj'iped 
to inc^uire the cause of my niisforiune. [jn.suminu ai the 
same time that 1 had got an attack of gout. Now this 
surmise of theirs always mtatitied me: ier I uevev lia.l a 
lit of gout in my lil'e, and nioreever, never c:;-peet ti.i hace 
one. 

In many of the inns in the United .''tate', tie le i- an 
album on tlte table, in wlm h travellers inS' it iheii' arrival 
and departure, and now and then indulge in n littb il.i-h 
or two of wit. 

I thought, under existing circuiii'laiices, that tliere 
would be no harm in Inielly telline iny nd.^adventinv : and 
so, taking up the pen, T wrote what f 'llow-s : .ml was never 
after asked a single (piestion ahoiit the gn-e.r. 

“ C. 'Waterton, of UYalton-ir.dl, in the eouiii\- ef 'i'oilt, 
England, arrivi d at tlic I’.dU of Xiagin.i in July. ISi'l, 
and hegs lent c to pen down the following die;, dial a: i - 
dent : — • 

IIu -['I. till' '1 ill'' I’j-it. .tii'l Lun Li" t'H . 

Hn ih.’ 1 un_2]i 1 m-lnmii 

It •[’lii- "•! " lii't. !•* .U-, r i 

LoTi4 tlif •'ll up Id" U" . •! i_"l ■ 

So lliii’? lu ' 'I t" 'oiuk l]i' i;. ; 

( >l’ I'aiii. Ill 111 u --I iL.i' 'll i'\< ‘'•au . 

( 'll II"}'!’" ‘IlIi.-IVi' 

JIf < .Ul 1. f'O V I H>]. .(lul •_ • 1( k 

X/;— H.I.-L. allu-ic^T.-i 

’! !'■ {\« i.lui- ' t ti . 1 <1 "1 


I'l lUKTII 
JuI'UNT.V. 
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Save tliis — lie see-' all tliat wlii* Ii cm!i 
U eliglit and charm the ^yal of man. 

Hut IVels it not, — beCLiuse his toe 
And foot togetli'U nlaguo huii 

I remember once to have spraineil my ankle very 
violently, many years ago, and that the doctor ordered me 
to hold it nnder the pump two or throe times a day. 
Now, in the Vnited States of America, all is upon a 
grand scale, except taxatimi ; and I am convinced that 
the traveller’s ideas become much more enlargeil as he 
journeys through the country. Thi.s being the case, I can 
easily account for tlie desire I felt to bold my sprained 
foot under the fall of Niagara. I descended the winding 
staircase which has been made for the accommodation of 
travellers, and then hobbled on to tlje scene of action, 
As I held my leg under the fall, I tried to meditate on the 
immense diiference there was betwi.vt a house-pump and 
this tremendous cascade of nature, and what effect it 
might have upon the sprain ; but the magnitude of the 
subject was too overwhelming, and I was obliged to 
drop it. 

Perhaps, indeed, there was an unwarrantable tincture of 
vanity in an unknown wanderer wishing to have it in his 
power to tell the world, th.at he had lield his sprained foot 
nnder a fall of water which discharges six hundred and 
seventy thou.sand two hundred and fifty-five tons per 
minute. A gentle purling stream would have suited 
hotter. Now, it Avonld have become ’SYasliington to liave 
quenched Ids battle-thirst in the fall of Niagara ; and 
there was something royal in the idea of Cleo}iatra drink- 
ing pearl-vinegar, made frmn the grandest pearl in Egypt ; 
and it hecame Cains ^lariu.s to send word, that he was 
sitting u]iiin the ruins of Carthage. Here, we have the 
person suited to the thing, and the thing to the person. 
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If, gentle reader, thou wouldst allow lae to indulge 
a little longer in tliis harmless pen-errantry, I would tell 
thee, that I have had my ups and downs in life, as well 
as other people ; for I have climbed to the point of the 
conductor above the cross on the top of St. Peter's, in 
Pome, and left my glove tliere. I liave stood on one foot, 
upon the Guardian Angel’s head, on the castle of St. 
Angelo ; and, as I have just told thee, I have been low 
down under the fall of Xiagara. Put this is neither here 
nor there ; let us proceed to something else. 

'When the pain of my foot had become less violent, and 
the swelling somewhat abated, I could not resist the 
inclination I felt to go down Ontario, and so on to 
^Montreal and Quebec, and take Lakes Champlain and 
George in my way baclt to Albany. 

Ju.st as I had made up my mind to it, a family from 
the Bowling-green, in Xew York, who was going the same 
route, politely invited me to join their party. Xothing 
could be more fortunate. They were highly accomplishetl. 
The young ladies sang delightfully ; and all contributed 
their portion, to render the tour pleasant and amusing. 

Travellers had already tilled the world with descriptions 
of the bold and sublime scenery from Lake Erie to 
Quebec : — 

’ ' The fountain’s fall, the nver'.N How, 

The valleys, wariu aiiT low ; 

The wind}' sniiimit, -wild and high, 

Pioughly rushing to the sky.’’ 

Aud there is scarce oue of them who has not described 
the achievements of former aud latter times, on the 
different battle-grounds. Here, great 'Wolfe e.vpired. 
Prave Alontcalm was carried, mortally wounded, tlirougb 
yonder gate. Here fell the gallant Prock ; nnd^ there 
Hencral Sheaffec captured all the invader-?. Anil in yonder 
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liarlidur :iiay Vie seen the mouldering' remnants of Britisli 
ve.'Seh. Their hour of misfortune has long passed array. 
The victors have now no use for them in an inland lake. 
Some have already sunk, while others, dismantled and 
half-dismasted, are just ahove the water, waiting, in 
shattered state, that destiny which must .sooner or later 
de>troy the fairest works of man. 

The excellence and de.spatch of the steam-hoats, together 
with the company which the traveller is sure to meet with 
at this time of the yeai', render the trip down to Montreal 
and Quehec very agreeahle. 

The Canadians are a (^uiet. and ap^iarently a happy 
people. They are very courteou.s and affahle to .strangers. 
(Jii comparing them with the character which a certain 
lemale traveller, a journalist, has thought lit to give them, 
the stranger might have great clouhfs whether or not he 
were auiong.st the Canadians. 

Montreal, Quehec, and the falls of Montmorency, are 
Well wortli going tc* see. Tliey are making tremendous 
lortifications at (piehec. It will he the Gibraltar of the 
new world. AVhen one considers its distance from Europe, 
and takes a view of its powerful and enterprising neigh- 
hour, \'irgirs remark at mice rushes into the mind, 

“.Sic V'is uon viliis nidilicatis aves." 

I left Montreal witli regret. I had the good fortune to 
ho iiitrodnecd to the riofe.s'^ors of the College. These 
IVdhers are veiy learned and woithy .‘•et of gentlemen ; 
iiiid on my taking leave of them, I fell a heavincs.s at 
lioait, in uTlecting that 1 liad not more time to cultivate 
their acfjuaintance. 

in all the way irom Emitalo to Queliec, I only met with 
one bug ; and 1 cannot even swear that it belonged to the 
Viiiled States. Jii going d<o\iiihe St. Lawrence, in the 
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st-eam-boat, I felt soiiietliin" cro^'iiig over iny neck ; and 
on laying hold of ii vitli my finger and thumb, it turned 
out to be a little half-grown, ill-conditioned, bug. Xow, 
whether it were going from the American to the Canada 
side, or from the Canada to the American, and had taken 
the advantage of rny shouhlers to ferry itself across, I 
could not tell. Be this as it may, I thought of my uncle 
Tobj’ and the lly ; and S'.i, in lieu of placing it upon the 
deck, and then putting my thumh-nail vertically upon it, 
I c^nietly chucked it amongst some baggage tliat was 
clo.se by, and recommended it to get a.shore by the first 
opportunity. 

AVheu we had .seen all that wa.s worth seeing in Queliec 
and at the falls of Aluiitmoreucy, and had heeii on hoard 
the enormous sliip C'e/cadu'.s, we returned for a day or two 
to Montreal, and then proceeded to Saratoga hy Lakes 
Chaiii})huu and George. 

The steam-hoat fruiii CAiebec to ^loiitreal had al>ove five 
hundred Irish emigrants on board. They were going 
" they hardly knew whither,” far away from dear Ireland. 
It made one'.s heart ache to see them all huddled together, 
without any expectation ot ever revi.siting their native .soil. 
A\'o feared that the sori’ow of leaving home for ever, the 
miserable accommudation on board the .ship which had 
brought them away, and the to.ssing of the angry ocean, in 
a long and dreary voyage, would have reiidereii them 
callous to good hehavioni'. l’>nt it was ipulc otherwise. 
Tliey Conducted tliennclves witli gre.il piaipriety. Every 
American on hoard seemed to feel ibr them. And then 
“tliey were so full of wretchedness. Need and oppi'e~^iun 
starved in their eyes. I'lmn tlieir hack.■^ hung ragged 
misery. The woild was not their fiiend.” Boor dear Ire- 
land, exclaimed an aged feiuale, as I was talking to her, 1 
shall never --ee it any more ' and then her team began to 
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T-orKTH flow. Probably the .scenery on the banks of the St. 
.luriiyEY, Lawrence recalled to her mind the remembrance of spots 
once interesting to her ; 

“ The lively daughter, — lovelier in 1 i*t teuis, 

The fond companion of her father* s years, 

Heie silent stood, — nejilectful of her charms, 

And lelt her lo^'er’s for her father's arms. 

With louder plaints the mother ^poko her woea. 

And blessed the cot wlieie every pleasure ro'jC ; 

And pressed her thoughtless babes with many a tear, 

And cdasped them close, in sorrow doubly dear, 

A\Tiile the fond husband strove to lend relief, 

In all the silent maiilmc'-s of grief." 

We went a few miles out of onr route to take a look at 
the once fonnidahle fortress of Ticonderoga. It has long 
lieen in ruins, and seems as if it were doomed to moulder 
quite away, 

’■ Ever a’lil .inon thew fall-. 

Hu^e heaps of hoary iiiouhler'd wall.^. 

Rut time has seen, tliat lifts the low 
\nil level hiy.s the h>lty brow, 

Ha- .s£‘ n this ruin J pile eoinplete. 

Rie -ivith the vanity of .state ; 

But tran.sieiit is the smile of fate.” 

The scenery of Lake (.leorge is superb ; the iim re- 
markahly spacious and well attended ; and the conveyance 
Suratmja. I'ruiu thence to Saragota very good. He must be sorely 
atllicted with .spleen and jaundice, who, on his arrival at 
Saratoga, remarks, there is notiiing here worth coming to 
f-ee. It is a gay and fasliionable place ; lias four uncom- 
monly fine hotels ; its waters, for medicinal virtues, are 
surp.ossed by none in the known world; and it is resorted 
til, tlironghout tlie whole of the .summer, by foreigners 
and natives of the first consideration. Saratoga pleased 
me much ; and afforded a fair opportunity of forming a 
pretty cuvn'ct idea of the gentry of the United States, 
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There is a pleasing frankness, ami ease and heconiing fourth 
dignity, in the Anieriean ladies; and the good humour, 
and abseuue of all haughtiness and puppyism in the 
gentlemen, must, no doubt, impress the traveller vith 
elevated notions of the company who visit this famous 
spa. 

During my stay here, all was jr)y, and affability, and 
mirth. In the mornings the ladies iilayed and .^ang 
for us ; and the evenings were generally enliv(?ned with 
the merry dance. Here I bade farewell to the charm- 
ing family, in who^c company I had passed so many 
hapjiy days, and proceeded to Albany. 

The stage stopped a little while in the town of Troy. Troy. 
The name alone was quite suiheient to recall to the mind 
scenes lotig past and gone. Poor king Priam ! Xapoleon’s 
sorrows, sad and piercing as they were, did not come 
up to those of this ill-fated monarcli. Tlie Greeks first 
set his town on fire, and then began to Imlly : — 

Iiii.eu-a D.'iii.ii Jotuuiaiitnr in uibe.’’ 

One of his sons was .slain before his face ; '• ante ora 
parentum, concidit.” Another was crnshed to mummy 
by boa-constrictors ; “immensis orbibus angues.” His 
city was rased to the ground, “jaeet Ilion ingens.” And 
I’yrrhus ran him tlirough with his sAvord, “capulo teiius 
abdidit eiisem.” This last may be con-idered as a for- 
tunate stroke for the poor old king. Had his life been 
spared at this juncture he could not have lived long. 

He must have died broken-he.arted. He would have seen 
his son-in-law, once master of a noble stud, now. for want 
of a horse, obliged to carry nff Ids father, up hill, on 
his own back, “ cessi et sublato, monteni genitore petivi.” 

He would have heard of his grandson being thrown 
neck and heels from a lii”h tower. “ mittitur Astyanax 



300 


VVANDERIXGS IX SOUTH AOIERICA, 


Forr.Tii 

JOURNEY. 


illis cle turnlju.?.” lie 'ivoiilil have heeii iufuruieil of his 
wife tearing out the eyes of king Uilrv'>ius v ith her finger 
nails, “ cligitos in perfiJu luiuiiia coudit.’ Soon after 
this, losing all appetirauce of woman, she Ijeeaiue a liitch, 

*• Pci’Ji'Iit iiifelix, hoiaiiii^ I'O-it oTnniii foiniarn/ 

and rent the heavens with her huuiings, 

Extenia.irjUri novo latratu k-iruit aiira^,' 

Then, becoming distratted with the rememhrance of her 
misfortunes, “ veteni I a memor ilia inalorum,” she took otf 
howling into the field.s of Thrace. — 

“ Turn quoi^ue Sitl\oiiio,, ululuvit lua-sta pj-r agros.” 

Juno, Jove's wife and si.ster, was lieard to declare, that 
poor 110011100 did not deserve so terrible a fate, — 

Jovii (.oninxque ^oroi'^nu, 
r-Viiitn-' Iliuul’am iiRiuih.M.‘ lili'- ’* 

Had poor I’riaiu t'caped from Troy, one thing, and only 
one thing, would have given him a small ray of satisfac- 
tion, viz., he would have heard of one of his daughters 
nobly prefetiing to leave this world, rather than live to 
become .-'crvant-inaid to old ('■ redan ladies 

“ X'ju cj" Alu'iiiiiliiiium m.iIi.-, DnlnpuiuVi.- b'.iptrlia?, 

AiUjiiiLiiii, .mt I nail- s. ivUmii iii.itiilan ibu," 

At some future pjeriod, .should a foreign armed force, or in- 
te.stine broils, (all whicli heaven aveit.) ritisc Troy to the 
dignity of a fortified city, Yirgil’s propliecy may then he 
tultilled, 

“ At'|iiri ittiTiiii U'l Tu'j.tiii inittt tur AlIiiIIu:^." 

After leaving Tiny, I passed throiigli a fine country to 
Albany ; and then proceeded hv steam down the Hudson 
to X'ew York. 
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Traveller.s Le.^itate ^Ylletl^er to give the preference tc 
riiiladelpliie or to Xco\' Y<jrk. riiiliidelpliiu i.s certainly a 
noble city, and its environs beautiful ; but there is a degree 
of quiet and sedateness in it, which, though no doubt very 
agreeable to the man of calm and domestic habits, is not so 
attractive to one of speedy movements. The quantity of 
white marble which is used in the buihliug.s, gives to 
Philadelphia a gay and lively appearance ; but the same- 
ness of the streets, and their crossing each other at right 
angles, are somewhat tiresome. The water-works which 
supply the city, are a proud monument of the skill and 
enterprise of its inliahitants ; and the market is well worth 
the attention of the stranger. 

'When you go to Philadelphia, be sure not to forget to 
visit the Museum. It will ait'ord you a great treat. Some 
of IMr. Peale's family are constantly in it, and are ever 
ready to show the curiosities to stranger.s, and to give them 
ev(;ry necessary information. IMr. Peale has now passed 
his eightieth year, ami appears to pos.scss the vivacity, and, 
I may almost add, the activity of youth. 

To the iiidefaiigahle exertions i.if tliis gentleman is the 
westerti world imlehtod for the possession of tliis splendid 
museum. Mr. Peak- is, moreover, an excellent artist. 
Look attentively, T pray you, at tlie portrait he ha.s taken 
of himself, hy desire of the .State of Pennsylvania. On 
entering the room he appears in the act of holding np a 
curtain, to sIkav you his curiosities. The elfect ot the 
light upon hi' liead i' inliuitely striking. I have never 
seen anything liner in the way of light and .shade. The 
skeleton of the mammoth is a national treasure. I could 
form but a faiut idea of it by de'Ciiption, until I had seen 
it. It is the most niaunilieent skeleton in the world. The 
city ought never to forget the great expense Mr. Peale was 
put to, and till' skill ami enerey lie showed, during the 
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many months he spent in searching the swamps, where 
these enormous hones had been concealed from the eyes of 
the world for centuries. 

The extensive squares of tliis city are ornamented with 
well-grown and luxuriant trees. Its unremitting attention 
to literature might cause it to be st}'led the Athens of the 
United States. Here, learning and science have taken up 
their abode. Tire literary aud philo.sophical associations, 
the enthusiasm of individuals, the activity of the press, 
and the cheapness of the publications, ought to raise the 
name of Phihulelphia to an elevated situation in the temple 
of knowledge. 

From the press of tliis city came IVilson's famous 
“ Ornithology.'’ Ey ohserving tlie birds in their native 
haunts, he has been enabled to purge their history of 
nuinhei'less absurdities, which inexperienced theorists had 
introduced into it. It is a plea«ing and a brilliant work. 
We have no description of birds in any European publica- 
tion that can come np to this. By perusing Wilson’s 
“ ('.)rnithology attentively before T left England, I knew 
where to look for the birds, and immediately recognised 
them in their native Lind. 

Since his time, I fear the 'White-headed Eagles have 
lieen mneli thinned. I was perpetually looking out for 
them, hilt saw very few. One or two came now and then, 
and soared in lofty flight over the falls of Niagara. The 
Americans are proud of this bird in effigy, and their hearts 
rejoice when its banner is unfurled, (.'oiild they not then 
he persuaded to protect the white-headed eagle, and allow 
it to glide in safety oven- its own native forests ? Were I 
an American, I shotild think I had committed a kind of 
sacrilege in killing the white-headed eagle. The Ibis was 
held sacred by the Egyptians ; the Hollanders protect the 
Stork ; tlie Yidtnre sits unmolested on the top of the 
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houses iu the city of Angustura ; and Rohin-red-hreast, 
for his charity, is cherished by the English ; — 

“No burial these pretty babes 
Of any man receives. 

Till robin-reil-breast painfully 
Dill cover them with leaves." ’ 

Poor "Wilson was smote by the hand of death, before he 
had finished his tvork. Prince Charles Buonaparte, nephew 
to the late emperor iNapoleon, aided by .some of the most 
scientific gentlemen of Pennsylvania, is continuing this 
valuable and interesting publication. 

New York, with great propriety, may be called the com- 
mercial capital of the new world : — 

“ Uibs .miiuUa u?, iiulli ''c-^ura. ' 

Ere long, it will he on the coast of North America what 
Tyre once was on that of Syria. In her port are the ship.s 
of all nations: and in her streets is displayed merchandise 
from all parts of the known world. And then tlie approach 
to it is so enchanting ! The verdant fields, the woody hills, 
the farm.s, and country houses, form a hcautiful landscape 
as you sail up to the city of New York. 

Broadway is the principal street. It is three miles and 
a half long. I am at a loss to know where to look for a 
.street, iu any part of the world, which has .so many attrac- 
tions as this. There are no steam-engines to annoy you 
by filling the atmo.sphere full of soot and smoke ; the 
houses have a stately appearance ; while the eye is relieved 
from the i>erpetual sameness, which is common in most 
streets, by lofty and lu.xuriaut trees. 

Nothing call surpass tlie appearance of the American 
ladies, when they take their morning walk, from twelve to 

* The f.mlt acMiiist ui.uuiM.ir i- bi-i iu tic- biauty uf tlic i'le.i. 
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three, ill Broadway. The stranyer will at uiiee see that 
thev have rejecteil the exlravagaiit .supertluities whieh ap- 
pear in the London and I’arisian fashions ; anil have only 
retained as nuieh of those costumes, as is hecomiii'j' to the 
female form. This, joined to their own just notions of 
dress, is i\-hat renders the Xew lork ladies so elepant in 
their attire. The way tliev wear the Leghorn hat deserves 
a remaik or two. Y'ith us, tlie formal hand ijf the mil- 
liner hinds down the hriin to one ti.ved shape, and that 
none of the hanilsomest. Tlie wearer is ohliged to turn her 
head full ninety degrees hefore .she can see the person who 
is 'taiiding hy lier side. But in Xew York the ladie.s have 
the l>iim of the liat not fettered with wire, or tape, or 
ribhoii, hut i[uite free and undulating ; and hy applying 
the hand to it. tliey can conceal or expose as natch of the 
face as circumstances reijuire. This liiding and exposing 
of the face, l.iy tlie hye, is certainly a dangerous movement, 
and often fatal to the parsing swaiii. I am convinced in 
my own uiiiid, that many a determined and unsuspecting 
haelielor, has L'een shot down by thi.- sudden iiuuiceuvre, 
lieforo he was aware that he was within reach of the 
hattorv. 

The American ladies seem to ha\-e an ahhorreiice (and a 
Very just one too, of wearing ea['^. When one considers 
for a moment, tluu women wear the hair long, which nature 
has given llieni both lor aii oriiaiuenl and to keep the head 
waiiu, one is ajit to wonder, hy what pei version of good 
ta'te they can he indneed to enrloso it in a cap. A mob 
cap, a lace cap, a low cap, a high cap, a Hat cap, a cap witli 
lilihoiis dangling loo^e, a c.ip with rihhons tied under the 
chill, a [teak cap, an angular cap, a round cap, and a 
pyramid cap ' llorv would Cauova’s Vcuus look in a mob 
cap ' If tliere be any ornament to the head in wearing 
a cap, it rnust surely he ,i faBe ornament. The Aineriean 
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J Allies are peiAuaded tliat tlie lieail can be ornamented fuukth 
willioul a cap. A rose-Liul or two, a woodbine, or a .sprig 
of eelaiitine, look well in the braided hair ; and if there 
lie raven locks, a lily or a snowdrop may be interwoven 
witli efiect. 

iMow tliat the packets are .so .safe, and make such Cjuick 
passages to the United States, it would be as well if .some 
of our head milliners would go on board of them, in lieu 
of getting into the Diligence for Paris. They would bring 
back more ta«te, and le.ss caricature. And if they could 
persuade a dozen or two of tlie farnier.s’ servant girls to 
leturn with them, we should soon have proof positive, 
that as good butter and cheese may be made with the hair 
Ijraided up, and a dai.sy or primrose in it, as liutter and 
cheese made in a cap of liarbarous shape ; wa.shed, perhaps, 
in soap-suds last ne\v rnnon. 

Xew Yi.iik has very good liot'ds, and genteel boarding- Hnt.:h loi./ 
lioiises. All charges included, vou d<.' not iMv above two 
dollars a day. Little enough, when you ciaisider the 
capital accominodatioiis, and the abundance of fnoil. 

In tliis city, as well as in oibers wliicli 1 visited, every 
body .'cemed to walk at bis case. I ci.mhl see no inclina- 
tion for ji.istliiig ; no impertinent staling at you; nor 
attempts to create a row in order to pick your jiocket. 1 
would stand for an liour fogetlier in Proadway, to observe 
the jiassing multitude. Tiiere is certainly a gentleness in 
these jieople, both to be admired and imitateil, I could 
■see verv few 'logs, still fewer eats, and but a very .small 
priipiii'tiun (if fat women in llie .streets of Xew Yoik. The 
climate was tlie only tiling that 1 bad really to find fault 
with: and as the autuiuii was now :ip]iroaehiiig, 1 began to 
think of }iiep.iiiiig for warmer regions. 

Straiigi'rs are a]it to get violent cold, on account of tlie (’/,,/iii/. . 
siiddeii ebaiige of the atiiKasphere. The noon would oftiui 
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ini KDt lit-' as Avaiiii a-; li'upical weatlier, and the casse of day cold 
and Lliilly. Tliis inu^t sometimes act cvitli severity upon 
tlie nevdy-urriyed stranger : and it requires incjre care and 
cirt unispection than 1 arn master of to guard against it. 
I contraclcd a had and ohstinate cougli, ovliicli did not 
quite leave me till I hael got under the regular heat of the 
sun, near the ciiuator. 

Aa 5„v,./e. j iD-y he adeed, was it all good fellowship and civility 
during niy stay in the United States? Did no forward 
]s.'rs,-iii cauise oll'ence ? was there no exhibition i.if drunken- 
ness, (sr .swearing, or rudeness ; or display of conduct which 
dngraces civilized man in other countries? I airswey very 
iew iiiileed : scarce any vortli reiiieniberiug, and none 
worth noticing. These are a gentle and a civil people. 
Should a traveller, itow and then in the long run, witness 
a h w '.if the 'Ceiii.-s alluded to, he ought not, on his return 
home, to addu'.e a solitary inslanc'.' or two, as the cu.stom 
of tlie eountry. In roving through the vild-s of Guiana, I 
have Sometimes Seen a tree hollow at heart, shattered and 
h-atiess ; hut I did not on that accoimt condemn its 
vieoi'otis ne\ehh.-,in s. aii'l put down a memorandmu that 
rile woo'U Were h;id ; on till- contrary, I inaile allowances : 
a tliuiiih-r-'toi 111, the whirlwind, a blight from heaven 
might have rohhed it of its Ijl'.ioni, and Cuimed its present 
foihidd.ng iij’pe.irance. Aii'l, in leaving the forest, I car- 
ra-'t aw.'iy the inqiTessiou, that though some few of the 
liee- vere di. fi ctive, the n-st were an ornament tri tlie 
villi' lull of U'cs and vitlne', and capable of benefiting 
till' woihl in a siqiciior degree. 

A loan generally travels into foreign countiies for Ids 
fiwn I ml'-, and 1 .snsjieet there is scarcely an instance to lie 
liiund of a ] II -1 son leaving Ids own home solely with the 
iiili'iitioii lif benefiting those amongst whom he i.s about to 
tiavel. A c.snimercial spi-eulation, curiosity, a wish for 
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inforuiaticn, a deyre to reap lieueiit from an aeifaaiiitaiiL-e 
Avitli our distant I'ellow-ereatiires, are tlie Lieiieud iiitlaee- 
ments for a man to leave liis own fiie-si.Ie. Thi- onelit 
never to be forgotten ; and tlien tlie traveller will joniuey 
on under the persuasion that it rather becouie^ him to 
court than expect to be courted, as his own intero-^t is the 
chief object of his travels. AVith this in view, he will 
always render himself pleasant to the natives ; and tliey 
are sure to repay his little acts of courco'y wirli ample 
interest, and with a fund of information whieh tvill I'c of 
great service to him. 

AVhile in the United Stales. I found our western biolli'T 
a very 2dea.saut fellow ; latt his ii. .rtrait lets i.>eeii drawn in 
such ditferent .shades, hy ditferent tr.'vellei' wlm laive been 
tlirongh his toriitory, tliat it reyuin ^ a i'em<i!i..l i!ii''rview 
hefore a correct idea can b.,- f(.>riued of lu- line (oleum. lUi 
i.s very iuijuisitive ; liut it is (juite wrong i>u il. it c.i.e.,'Uut 
to tax him with being of aniiu] eitiiie-nt tuui. lie nieiely 
interrogates you for inlbimatioii : and relien vou have 
satisfied him on that .score, only p'k him in rour turn for 
an account of vdiat is going mr in hi' own ceiuntiy, and lie 
will tell you everything about it vith gre.n ge^id liumour, 
and in excellent language, lie La.s eertainly hit ti^'-u the 
•way (but I could not make out by what nieau' , cF 'peak- 
ing a mucli ]’)iu'er English language than th:(t v. lu’ch i' in 
general .sjiokcn on the 2'aient soil, ii'iiis ;''t ‘'.'ii-hed me 
much ; but it i.s really the casi'. Arnioiig't bis iii.oiy ginj;! 
(jualitics, he has one uncnviahle, an.!, I lu.iy ...ul ,i had 
jd'Opensity : he is immoderately fend of .'Uiokiiig Me may 
say, that he learned it J'roiu hi^ nmne, viih v, ia.m il w.i, 
once much in vogue. In Duteii AVilliam'' time b-^ wa' a 
man of had take,, the Engdish g.-ntleman c.'ul.i nut (jo 
without his pipe. During the .slcrt sj.aee ( f time that 
corporal Tiim v, as at the :nu impiii-Jiig i iler p .y l.i; .a-f .'' 
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health, ley uncle Toby had knocked the ashes out of three 
pipes. “ It was not till my uncle Toby bad knocked the 
aslies out of bis third pipe,” &c. Xow these times have 
luckily gone by, and the custom of smoking amongst 
genteel Englishmen has nearly died away with them ; it is 
a foul custom ; it makes a foul mouth, and a fold place 
where the smoker stands ; howeyer, eyery nation has its 
whims. John Bull relishes stinking yenison ; a French- 
man depopulates whole swamps in cpiest of frogs; a 
Dutchman's pipe is never out of his mouth ; a Bussian 
will eat tallow candles ; and the American indulges in the 
cigar. “ De gustihus non est disputandum.” 

(lur western luother is in possession of a country replete 
with eyerythiiig that can contribute to the happiness and 
coiiilort of mankind. His code of laws, purified by ex- 
perience and common sense, has fully answered the expec- 
tations of the public. By acting up to the true spirit ot 
this code, he has reaped immense advantages from it. His 
ailvancement, as a nation, has been rapid beyond all calcu- 
lation ; and, young as he is, it may be remarked, without 
any impropriety, that he is now actually reading a salutary 
lesson to the rest of the civilized world. 

It is but some forty years ago, that he had the dispute 
with his nurse about a dish of tea. Slie wanted to force 
the boy to drink it according to her own receipt. He said, 
he did not like it, and that it absolutely made him ill. 
After a good deal of .sparring, she took up the birch rod, 
and began to whip him with an uncommon degree ot 
uspierity. IVlien the poor lad found that he must either 
drink the nauseous disli of tea or be flogged to death, he 
turned upon her in self-<lcfence ; showed her to the outside 
of the nursery door, and never more allowed her to meddle 
with his affairs. 

Since the independence, the population has increased 
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t'l'om three to ten millions. A hue navy lias been built ; 
and everything attended to that could ensure prosperity 
at home, and respect abroad. 

The former wilds of North America bear ample testi- 
mony to the achievements of tliis enterprising people. 
Forests have been cleared away, swamps drained, canals 
dug, and tiourishing settlements estalilished. From the 
shores of the Atlantic an immense column of knowledge 
lias rolled into the interior. The INIississiiipi, the Ohio, 
the ^Missouri, and their trilnitary streams, have been 
wonderfully benelited by it. It now seems as if it Avere 
advancing towards the stony mountains; and probably 
will not become stationary till it reaches the Pacific 
Ocean. This almo.st immeasurable territory affords a 
shelter and a home to mankind in gcneial: Jew or Gentile, 
king’s-inan or repul.ilican, he meets with a friendly recep- 
tion in the United State.s. Ilis opinions, his persecutions, 
his errors, or mistakes, however they may have injured 
him in other eountrie.-;, are dead, and of no avail on hi> 
ariival here. Provided he keeps the peace, he is sure to 
be at rest. 

Politicians of other countries imagine that intestine 
feuds will cause a division in this commonwealth ; at 
])resent there certainly appears to be no reason for such 
a conjecture. Heaven forbid that it should hajipen .' The 
world at large would .suffer by it. For ages yet to come, 
may this great commonwealth continue to he the United 
States of North America. 

The sun was now within a week or two ol jiassiiig into 
the southern hemisphere, and the mornings and evenings 
were too cold to he conifortahle. I emliarked for the 
island of Antigua, with the intention ol e.dliiig at the 
difl'eient islands in the (.’aiihhean sea oii me wav oiiei 
more toward.; the vilds of Guiana. 
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. I 1 .!. . — kl'-ie I'lir tkf Slut!'. — •■''’arl.-t OiL^^litiik. — 

■ — S',i;i-;n-i'' > 11 , — F-.-t ol tip Tmaiapa. — '\':nipire‘i 

■ p .... — ill. il '■ r.'.iiiiri — Tli'.‘ iluiiktv tnlii-. — Tli 0 

lli I Um..; i — iiiiiiik y.— Tli'i IN'uU'l "liiit. — Alpii'.-'l plly^i- 
I' . — I ...i i .'I. l -ilvov nil-!"- — ( "a.iua,' ^ ul' y ivcniLupit. — Pulitiurf. 

— T' '-ill''’ 1. — .'ill 111”. 111. IIP U..C' ptini. 

r.a-i.iii \V’-i..‘ iliiiiy il.iys i;i iiiukiiiy Aiilin'ua, aiiil tliaukeil 
*• l’iii\ii'. .•ii','-,' ii.ir rirdi.viiiy loity' a |iti^'age. A tre- 

nt-'inlri’’.' yili! of Miml. up] 'ivi, idling to a hnrrienne, had 
doii'- niH’di li.-pririai- in ilie dVo't Indi'p. Had oiu' passage 
1,1 I ‘11 lit' ( .) ‘linaiy h i.gth, ive sliouli.l iiiuviialjly liavo Leon 

1 1'li . Ill ill ! Hi' ad'-. 

S‘. J,,h„ . ■''i- di'liiid I. ili.i c.ipilul of Autigu.i. Ill hettfi' tinie.5 it 

may li.ivn had im uai-ti'p and iiiau.inimeuts. At piresent, it 
:i|ijir..i-' ','d i.nd \vr)i-hi-:;ona. Tlio liou'C^i, which are 
r-hii'tly III wiMii, .ai flu aii if tlii-y had imt liad a coat id 
paiiii i'lir ’ll my Vi-ai's ; tiia sucam arc and ill- 

}iavi. 1 . ai'd as ihc .■^ir.iii'c cr vranders through them, he 
iii cli. l.iu':y ih.it liicv v.aniM afford a congenial promenade 
t-j till’ man rviio i-; aliout to take his la.-ir leave of surronnd- 
in-y woihilv ini-'-ry, hcfore he hangs himself. There had 
hc-i u no lain for "Ome time, .so that the parched and harren 
p.i'Une near the town might, with great truth, he called 
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Piosinante's own. 'Ihe mules feediiiL; on them, put ymi in 
mind of Ovid’s description of famine; — 

“Duivi cuti?, pci* rpiaiii bpchiari ri^coid 

It is sonicvliat singular, that there is not a sinple river or 
hrook ill the whole i'-Liiid of Antiyua. In thi^ it dill'eis 
from Tartarv in tile otlier world ; which, according to old 
writers, has five rivers ; viz. Acheron, I’lilegethon , ( 'ucyti!'. 
Styx, and Lethe. 

In tliis island I found the Led .Start, dc'Ciilicd in Wil-on's 
“ Ornithology of the United Slates." I wished to Icani 
whether any of tlio'e birds reniain the vvlnde year in 
Antigua, and breed there; or whether they all leave it for 
the north when the sun emnes out of tlie xnithern heini- 
spliei'O ; but, upon iiiipiiry, 1 could get iio iiiforinatiou 
whatever. 

After passing a dull week here, I sailed for Ouadaloupc. 
whose bold and cloud-capped mountains have u grainl 
appearance as you approach tlie i'land. Lasseteiic, the 
cayiital, is a neat town, witli a hand'ome puiilic walk 
in the middle of it, well shaded hy a low of fine tamarind 
trees uu each side, llehind the town. La fiouttiicrc raises 
its high romantic summit; and oii a clear day, you may' 
see the volcanic smoke whidi issues Iroia it. 

Xearly midway', betwixt (Uuidaluupe and Itouiiuiea, you 
descry the Saiiites. Tliougli high, and bold, and roclry, 
they lune still a diiuimitive appearance when coiipsin d 
with their two gigantic iieiglibouis. You ju-t see M.iii- 
giilante to wiiid\\ard of them, some leagues oil', abauit a 
yard high in the horizon. 

Doniiiiicn is majestic in high and rugged mountains. 
As you sail along it, y ou cannot help admiring its beauti- 
ful coffee }ilaiil.itiou.s, in places sO abrupt and -teep, that 
you w ould pronounce them aliiiust inaci e'-iblc. Loscau, 
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the capital, is liut a small town, and has iiuthiicA attractive 
except the well-known hospiiality of the present harhour- 
inaster, who is particularly attentive to strangers, and 
funii'hes tlieni with a worhl of inforniatiou coiiccrniug the 
West Indies. ItO'eau lias seen hetler days; and you can 
trace good taste and jiidgiueiit in the wav in which the 
town has originally been laid out. 

Some years ago it was vi.sited Iw a succession of rnis- 
t'ortune.s, wlxich .smote it so .severely, that it has never 
recovered its former appearance. A .strong French fleet 
bombarded it; wliile a raging fire de.stroyed its finest 
buildings. Some time after, an overwhelming flood rolled 
down the gullies and flssure.s of the adjacent moantaiirs, 
and carried all before it. Jleii, women, and children, 
hiiuses, ami pro[ieity, were all swept away b\ this might}' 
tmi'ciit. The terrible .seeiii- wa.s said to beggar all deseriji- 
tioii, and the loss was immense. 

Dominica is fnuou.s fora huge .species of Frog, which 
the iii habitants keep in readiness to slaughter fur the table. 
In the wooils of this island, the large Jlhinoccro.s lleetle 
i.s very common ; it measure 3 above six inche.s in length 
In the same woods is fi.iimd tlie heautiful Ilummiim-hird, 
the Lreast and throat of whicli are of a hiilliaiit changing 
purple. I have Searched for this liird in Frazil, and 
through the whole of the vilds from tlie Fio Hiaiicu 
M hich is a branch of the Anuuous, lu the river F.inuiaruii. 
but never could fiinl it. I was told by a man in tlic 
Egyptian-Hall, in Piccadilly, that this huninuiig-bird i- 
fuiiinl ill Alexieo; but Ujtoii cpiestionuig him luoie about 
it, his information seemed to have been accpiired by 
In-amay ; and so I comdudedi that it does not appear in 
Alt-xieo, T sii'-jii'i t that it is mwe-r found out of tic 
.Viitille-'. 

.\tti 1 h avinn L)ominica yoii .-goi; leach the ciand 
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and niag'iiiticeut island of Marthiico. St. rieira, it-; luur, ni 
r-apital, is a tine to^\’n, and po,se.-se3 every cotiil'ort. • 

The inliahitants >eem to pay con'>iderable attention to 
the cultivation ol' the tropical fruits. A streaui of svater 
niiis down the streets yitli "reat rapidity, producing a 
pleasing effect as you pa.ss along. 

Here I had an oppoitiinity of examining a Cuckoo, 
which had just lieen shot. It was exactly the same 
ilie IMetallic Cuckoo in Wilson's ‘‘Ornithology." They 
told me it is a migratory bird in Wartinico. It j/robably 
repairs to ihi^ island alter its departure from the I'uiied 
States. 

At a little distance Iroin iMartinico, tin- celebrated 
I hamomi Hock lises in insal.ited majesty out of tlie 
.'Ca. It was I'oi'liiied duiing the ki't war with Prance, 
anil biavely deleiuled by an Piiglish ca[ilcdii. 

Ill a lew hoiUs from iMartinieo, you are at .'st. Lucie. ■'>. !.■ ■ 
who.se rough and towering inciuutains fill voit with suh- 
lime ideas, as you npproacli its i' 0 ,.-ky ^Loi'e. The town 
( ’a'triccs is ipiile embayed. It was literally blown to 
[lieces by the fatal hurricane, in whicli the unfortunate 
•ao\eruor and his lady lost their live.s. Its piV'ent for- 
loin and gloomy a])i)earanee. and the gru's wiiieh is grown 
ill the streets, too pdainly sliow' tliat its lioiir of .joy is 
[lU'Sed away ; and that it is in mouiniiie, a- it were, with 
the re.st of the Piitish West Indies. 

Prom St. Lucie, 1 pu'oceeded to Paihadoe" in cpiest ol a 
|•onveYallLe to the island of Trinidad. 

Aear Ihiclgetown. the cajutal of P.arhadm I saw' the 
metallic cuckoo, already allu'led to. 

Paihadoes is no longer the merry i-laiid it w.is wlieii 1 P' '.f 
\ i-itod it - 1 line ywirs ago- - 


‘ ■ J hl'-jl < ilai llUill, t* Ili[ "1 li llliHI' LaIcI. 
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FOURTH There is an old. song, to the tune of La Belle Catharine, 
juuT^\. runst evhieiuly have been coinpn-eil in brighter 

times : — 

•* < '-‘Ulc !• t U> tltliC'J .Hid •'11!'^', 

Wlitli- lKun.i'''j - 1) 11-' do : 
fj'.t.idi' - tix' Uddlc— Cl i’.iu. 

And V. uu' i*la}'. the lute." 

Lbtnshih hildle was '-ileni ; and mute was the lute of 
A'enus duriii'e iTiV -tay in Baibadoes. The difference 
betwixt the Jh'ench and British i':.lauds was very striking. 
The first appeared happy and content ; the second were 
hlled with murmurs and complaints. The late proceedings 
SlriL\r^. ill .l-.ngltuid. concerning slavery, and the insurrection in 
Bemerara, had evidently caused the gloom. The aholiticn 
of slavery is a .pie^ti'in full of benevolence and fine 
feelings, dilficullius and daiigc-r : — ■ 

‘‘T.illtuill lie llO> dulu VI'S }*rod> >->0 vidrt'). 

It rcfplires consummate prudence, and a vast fund of true 
information, in order to draw just couidusions on this 
important suhjert. Biiaetoii, hy awkward driving, set the 
world on lire ; ‘ S\ Iviu cum inuutibus ardent.” Die Jitlus 
gave his son a pair of wings without considering the con- 
.sepuence ; tlie bov tiew out of all bounds lost his wino-s 

* ' O ^ 

and tumhled into tlio sea : — ■ 

‘■I'_.iiu-, lo.u;,' iiomm,) Celt 

hell the old man saw what had happeiioil, he damned his 
own handicmlt ii. wing-making ; “ devovitrpic suits artes.’’ 
i’rudeiice is a cardinal virtue; — 

‘'•-hiiiiid c'Uj'.ultii iiiciitc ;;t’rc-iida tcLc^n-*. ' 

Poresight is half the battle. ITombre apercebido, medio 
combatido,” says Don Quixote, or Sancho, I do not 
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remember which. ITah ([iicen P-es.s wei'aheil well iii her own 
mind the ]^'roljalj!e eoneemteiice.s of this laineiiiable trahie, 
it i.s likely -she would not have been owner of two ve.esels 
ill Sir John Hawkins's squadron, which committed the 
first robljery in neyro tlosh on the coast of Africa. As 
philanthropy is the very life and soul of thi.s momentous 
([uestion on slavery, which is certainly frauylit with yreat 
diffieuliies ami danger, perhaps it would be as well at 
present for the nation to turn its thoughts to poor ill-fated 
Ireland, where oppression, poveity, and rags make a heait- 
rendiii" appeal to the feelings of tlie benevolent. 

But to pioceed. Tlieio was another thing which added 
to the dulness of Baibadajes, and which seemed to have 
considerable efi'ect in kcei)ing away .str.uigeiA from the 
island. The legislature' liad pa.ssed a most extraordinary 
hill, by virtue of which eveuy jicr.son who arrives at 
Barbadoes is obliged to pay two dollar.s, ami two dollars 
more on his dc])nrture from it. It is called tlie alien bill ; 
and every Barbadian wlio leaves or returns to the island, 
and every Eiiglislimaii too, pay.s the ta.v ! 

Finding no vessel here fur Trinhhul, 1 embarked in 
a sd’ODiier for I)emerara, landed there after being nearly 
stranded on a sand-bar.k, ami Yu-oceeded without loss of 
time to the forests in the interior. It was tiie dry 
season, which renders a residence in the woods very 
delightful. 

There are three sYieciccs of Jacamar to be hjuml on the 
ditferent sand-hills and dry savannas of Demerara; but 
there is another much larger and far more bcauiii'id to be* 
seen wlien you aiiive in that part of the cinitry wliere 
there are rocks, Tlie ,ja'-tmar has no alllniiy to the wood- 
Ytecker or kiiigli,-Dliei', fiiotw ith^iauding what travellers 
affirm,) either in its li.miits nr anatomy. The .jacamar 
lives entirely on insects, lait never goes in search o-f them. 
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It 'its patiently for lioiirs together on the hranch of a tree, 
and tvhcii the incautious insect approaches, it flies at it 
with the raY>idity of an ;irrow, seizes it, and generally 
returns to eat it on the hranch which it hail just quilted. 
Tt has not the least atteinjit at song, is very solitary, and 
so tame that you may get within three or four yards of it 
before it takes flight. The males of all the different species 
which I have examined have white feathers on the throat. 

I suspect that all tlie male jacaumrs hitherto discovered 
liave this distinctive mark. I could learn nothing of its 
iucn.bation. The Indians informed me that one species of 
jacainar lays its eggs in the Wood- Ants’ nests, which are 
<0 liequent in the trees of Guiana, and aY^pear like hngi- 
black lialls. I wi'li there had been pi'oof positive of this : 
but the breeding time was over; and in the ants’ nests 
wliicli I examined, I could find no mai’k.s of birds having 
lA'er been in tliem. Early iji Jaiiuaiy the jacainar is in 
line Y>lumage for the caliinet (.if the naturalist. The largest 
Fpecifc.' mea.sures ten inches and a lialf from the point of 
the beak to the end of the tail ; its name among.st the 
Tndiaim is Una-waya-aduucati, that is. graiidfatlier of the 
jacainar. Tt is ecrtaiidy a s),ileudkl liird ; and in brilliancy 
and cbangeablc'iie'S of its metallic colours, it yields to 
none of the A.'iatic and African feathered tribe. The 
colours of tlie female are nearly a.s bright a-s those of the 
m.de, but .shc' wants the vliite I'catberF on the throat. Tli(.‘ 
huge jacainar is jiretiy coiiimon about two liiuidred miles 
UYi the ii\er L)e]neraia. 

Ifeie 1 bad a line oiiportimiiy once more I'd' examining 
tlie Ibiec-toed Sloth. He was in the liouse with me for a 
day (v two. Had T talmii a dosciiption of him as bo lay 
'piawling on the floor, 1 should liac'e mi'led the ccorld, and 
nijiti'i'd natural bi'tovv (Jn the ground be aii[/eared rcall) 
a bungled ci.'iiiYio'Ui. ni. ,iiid hiully at all Y"iiiit' ; awkward- 
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ue.'is and misery were elepicted on In.s uounteiianee : and 
when I made him advance he sigheel as tliongh in pain. 
Perhaps it wa.s, tliat by seeing him tlms out of Ids element 
as it were, that the Count de Bufibn, in lii.s history of the 
sloth, asks the cpiestion — “AVhy should not .some animals 
be created for misery, .since, in the human .species, the 
greatest number of individuals are devoted to pain from 
the moment of their existence ? 'Were the question imt 
to me, I would answer, I cannot conceive that any of them 
are created for nnsery. That thousamls live in Uii.^ery 
there can be no doubt ; hut then, misery has overtaken 
them in their path tluough life, and wherever man ha.s 
come up witlr them, I should sup}>:i,se they have sehlom 
(“Scaped from experiencing a ceitain proportion of misery. 

After fully satisfying myself tliat it cnly leads tlie woihl 
into enur to descril.ic the sloth while he i.s on the goauul, 
lU' in any place except in a tree, 1 carried tlie one i lual 
in npy possession to his native haunts. As somi as he 
came in contact with the branch of a tree, all went right 
with him. I eonld see as he clini'icd up into l.is own 
country, that he was on the riglit road to happiness ; and 
felt persuaded iia.ire than ever, tliat tlie woild has liitherlo 
erred ill its conjectures cuiieeriiing tlie .sloth, on accuunt 
of naturalists, not having given a description of him when 
he was in the only piosition in which he ought to liave 
heeu described, namely, clinging to the hnuich of a tree. 

x\s the appearance of this part of the country bears 
great leseiiiblaiice to Cayenne, and i.s so near to it, 1 was 
in hoipes to have found the ftrandc < lobe Aloin he i.d' Bulion. 
and tlie .sej iticoloured Taiigara, hotli of which wmv comiiii.ui 
in Cavenne ; hut alter many diligent --earches, I did not 
"Ucceetl ; nor eoiild I h'.irii linm the Tiidi.iiis that they had 
ever seen tliosc' two .Species ol hiiiP in the-e parts. 

Here I pmeured tlie (grosbeak wiili a rich scailot 
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IjoJy, auil Llack lieaJ aiiJ. lliroat. EulTuii uientious it as 
coiiiiug from America. I LaJ ueen in ryaest of it for years, 
but could never see it, and coiicluled that it was not to 
be found in Demerara. The laid is of a greenish laown 
before it aecjuires its 'icli yluiiiago. 

Among'^t the bare roots of the trees, alongside of this 
part of the river, a red crab sometime.s makes its appear- 
ance, a> you are ])as>ing up and diov.-n. It is preyed upon 
by a large sj'ieoies of ( )\vl, tvhicii I was fortunate enough 
to procure. Its liend, back, tviiig^, and tail, are of so dark 
a bros\ ji as almost to appear black. The breast is of a 
somewlial lighter brown. Tiie belly and thighs are of a 
diity yellotv white. Tlie feathers round the eyes are of 
the same dark brown as the rest of the body; and then 
Comes a cii'cle of wliite, which ha' the appearance of a 
large jsiir of .spectach '. I strongly suspc'ct that the dirty 
yellow vhite of the lally aJid thighs hus originally been 
luu'e white : and that it has emrie to it.s present colour by 
nieaii' of the bird daitiiig down luion its prey in the inncl. 
Jhit this is meie conjecture. 

Here too, close to the riwr, I frcipteiilly saw the bird 
called Sun-bird ]iythc‘ Ihiglish coih.iiiLst', and Tirana by the 
Sjiaiiiards in the <Iroou(j(pie. It is very elegant ; and in 
its oulwaid a] ij )eai'a nee approaches iieai to the heron tribe; 
still it does not li\'e ujjon iish. J-'lies and injects are its 
I'ood; and it takes tlic-m ju't <as a heiTin takes iish, liy 
ajiproachiiig near and tli. ii .striking with it' l)eak at its 
pi'cv so ipn’i'k, tliiil it la's no (.luiiice to e-cape. The 
beautiful iiiixture of grey, yellow, green, black, white, and 
ehe.'tiiul in the piniiKme ot this bird, batilf' any attempt 
to gi\e a dcs.niiition id' the di~tiibution of them which 

woidd be satisfietoiy to liio loader. 

Tlioi'c is soinetliiiiu reinaik.djle in the great Tiuaiuoii, 
wliich I su'pei t lias hith'-rto e'caj'cd notice. It iiivarially 
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roosts ill U'oes ; Lut the feet are so small iu proportion 
to the lohy of this hiih;T hird, that they can he of no 
rise to it in grasping the branch ; and, moreover, the hind 
toe is so short, that it does not touch the ground 'svlien the 
bird is walking. The back part of the leg, just below the 
knee, is quite Hat, and somewhat concave. On it are 
strong pointed scales, which are very rough, and catch 
3’our finger as you move it along from the knee to tlic toe. 
Now, by means of tliese scales, and the particular ilatuess 
of that part of the leg, the bird is enabled to sleei* iu safety 
tipou the branch of a tree. 

At the close of day, tlie great tinamou give.s a loud, 
monotonous, plaintive whittle, and then innnediately 
springs into the tree. I!y the light of the full ninon, the 
vigilant and cautious naturalist may .see him sitting iu the 
position already deserihed. 

The small Tiiiainou has m>lldiig that can he called a 
tail. It never lays more than <.ine ee.u', vhich is of a 
chocolate colour. It makes no nr-its, hnt iner.dy snatches 
a little hollow iu tlie .sand, geiK'raliy at the tViot of a tree. 

Here we have an instance ef a hinl, the ^ize ei a partridge, 
and of the same inl.c.', l.i ving mily one egg, wldle the rest 
cif the family, froui the pealieu to the ipiail, are kimwn tcj 
lay a considerahle numher. The f >ot of this hird, is very 
small in piepoition, but tlie back ]iait of the leg bi ars no 
resemblance to that of the larger tinanion; hence one 
might conclude that it sleejis upiiii tlie groniid. 

Iiidepeiideiit cd' the hollipw trees. Uie \’ani]iires have 
another hidiiig-pl.ic'?, Tliey (dear nut the inside of tlie 
large ants’ nests, anil thmi take ].oss,.s.,|,in (,[ tlie .shell. 
I had gone nhnut h.df a day down tlie river, to a part 
of the fiirest vheio the w.illali.i-tiees were in great 
jilmity. The seeds liad lipencil, ami I w.is in In.ipes to have 
got the huge scarlet ara. vhicli Icc.ts uu them, JSut, 
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uul'dituiiatfly, ilie liuiu liatl tnvay, aud tlie seeds 

had fcdleii. 

"While ranyine' here in the I'lirest, we stopped under an 
ants’ nest; and, ly the diit helnw, cnnieetured lliat it 
liad got new tenants. Thinking it no haini to dislodge 
them, vi et aiinis,” an Indian hov ascended the tree; 
hut, Leiore he reuelied the nest, out llew above a do/ten 
Vunqiires. 

I have Ihnuerly remarked, that I wished to liave it in 
my power to ^ay, that I had lieen surdced liy the vampire. 

I gate tliem many an oiipi.utunity, luit they always fought 
'liv ; and tlmugli they now sucked a young man of the 
Iiidiuii laved very severely, as he was sleepiing in his 
liammock in the shed lU'xt to mine, tliey would have 
iiotliiiig to do witli me. His great too sei-med to have all 
till' rttractiojis. I (•xaniim'd it minutely as he was liathing 
it in the livor at dayhivik. Tlio midniglit surge-oii had 
iiMdi- a hoIi‘ in it ulnio'l of ti tiianuukir shajie, and the hljod 
was then running Iroia it npaeo. His liammock was so 
detded and 'leim-jl with (dotted Idood, tliat he was obliged 
to lieg an ol'l hlac'-k woman to wash it. As she was taking 
it down to tlu' liver .side, 'lie s[uvail it out l.iefoiv me, and 
'hook her head. I mmaiked, that I supposed imr own toe 
was t(.o old ami touuh to invite tlie Miiii}(ii'e-'lodor to get 
his sU]i]>er oiu of it; and slm aiisweivd, with a gi in, that 
doetors geimrtdly jirc'eiTed Voung ]i<‘ople. 

X'ohody has Vet l.(“-en tddi' t'l inform me how it is that 
the rami'ire imniagi s fj draw siioh ti larmi 'pMiitity of 
ld(_HKl, -I uoi'idly from the toe, aid the pati'Ud. all the time, 
remain in a tdvfouud sle'-i'. 1 have iievei lieard of an 
iiistauee of a nian waking under the operation, (hi the 
eoiitr.ay, lie continues in a sound 'h-eji, and at the time of 
rl'ine, his eyes fii-'t iiifoi'm him that lliere has Ikmui a 
tliiisly thiel (an his t'lc* 
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The teeth of the vampire are very ■^harp, and not unlike 
those of the rat. If it he that lie iullii-ts the vounds 
with his teeth, (and he seems to have no dther iiistrii- 
nients,) one vould .suppose tliat the aeutone.^" of the pain 
svould cause the p.er.sun ivlio is sucked, to awake. We 
are in darkness in this matter; and 1 know i if no means 
hy which one might be enabled to thruw light u[)on it. 
It i.s to he hoped that some future wanderer tliivmgh the 
wilds of (luiana, will hi* more fortunate than T have been, 
and catch this uupturnal depredator in the fact. I have 
once before mentioned that I killed a vampire which 
measured thirty-tv o inches from wing tci wing e.xtended ; 
hut others, which 1 have .since e.xamineil, lia\e generally 
been from twenty to twenty-six inches in dimen'ion. 

The large humining-hird, c.dled hy the Indi.ins X.ira- 
himiti, iuvuiiahly Imilds its nc‘'t in the slc’iider luanelies 
of the trees vlueli hang over tlie liveis and i.Teeks. In 
appearaiiee, it is like l.irown tanned leather, and withmit a 
particle of lining. Tlie rim of tie* iie-t is douMe inwards, 
and I always conjectureil that it had lakc-n this shape on 
account of the body of the bird [ire—ing agaiii'l it while 
she was laying her eggs. Jliit this is ipute a wrong 
eoiijeeture. Instinct has taught the bird to gi\e it this 
■sliape, in order that the eggs niay he piv\euted IVoni 
rolling out. 

The trees on tlie river’s hank arc paitieiilaiiy exposed 
to violent gusts of wind, and while J have been fitting in 
tlie canoe, and loching on, I have seen the* 'lender Iji'aiieh 
of the tree w liieli held the liumming-hii d'.s nest .-o c loleiillv 
shaken, that the bottom of the iii'ide of the iic't has 
ap[ieared, and had there been nothing at the rim to 
stop the eggs, they must inevitably have been jc-rked 
into the Water. I .sii'peet the linmniing-hird never lacs 
more than two eggs, 1 never found more than two in anv 
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of llie many np=.ts wliicli have voine in my way, Tla? euy? 
were always white, Vvithout any .s[iots rm them. 

rroleihly iravclleis have erred iu asserting that the 
monkeys of South Ameriea throw slicks and liuit at their 
ptnsiiers. 1 liave had tine i‘]'’eoituiiities of narrowly 
watching the dilferer.t snecie-^ of nienkevs vtlrieh are, found 
iu tile V, ihls, hetwi.xt tile xVmazon.s and the (hroonoi|ue- 
i entirely aetiuit them of acting on the olleiisive. \Mieii 
the mciiikeys are in clie liigh trees oiver your head, the 
dead hranclies will now and then fall down upon you, 
having heen hroken otf as the ntonkey.s pass along them ; 
hut they are never hurled Irom their luiiids. 

Alonkeys, commonly .«o callehl, both in the old and tiew 
continent, may he classed in'o three grand divisions ; 
namely, the an“, wliich has no tail whatever: the hahoon, 
wliich has only a short tail ; and the monkey, which has 
a lung tail. Tiiere are no apes, and no Itabojiis, as vet 
discovered iu the new world. Its monkeys may he verv 
veil and Very hric-ily r.inged under two heads : namely, 
tho^e with hairy and bu'hy taik; and tho.se whose tails 
are hare ol hair nndernealh, aliout six inches from the 
e.Ktremitv. Thos'- with liairy and hnshy tails climb just 
like the si|nirrcl. and make no use of the tail to Indp them 
from lirancli hi branch. d’nci'.e which have the tail hare 
niiderneatli towards the end, find it of infinite advantage 
to them, in Iheir ascent and dewcent d’hev apiply it to the 
branch ol tlio tiv'n, as though it were a supple' finger, and 
ii cijni'iit ly .--'ving by it irom the branch like the jicudiilnm 
ol a 1 lock’. It auewi-rs all the pmrpoi-es of a tilth hand to 
the monkey, ns natnrahkts have alrenily observed. 

I lie large rei] monkey ot Dernerani is imt a baboon, 
though it guo', liy that name, having a long ])reiisile tail.' 

1 I li'h.-v,- j.r.iiii!.- i, a new-coiiiPit worj, 1 linyi- sf-. u ir, Imt iln iiut 

ihiik iiiln r \A heit'. 
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Xl’otliing C'pai soiuul more dreuuful than its uocturmil 
liowliugs. '\’\']iile lying in yoiu’ lianiinock in these gloomy 
and immeasurable wilds, yon hear him howling at in- 
tervals, from eleven o’clock at night till daybreak. You 
would suppose that half the wihl beasts of the forest were 
collecting for the work of carnage. Yow, it is the tremen- 
dous roar of the jaguar, as he spring.s on hi.s prey : now, 
it changes to hi.s terrible and deep-toned growlings, 
a.s he is pressed on all side.s by superior force ; and 
now, you hear his last dying moaii, beneath a mortal 
wound. 

Some naturalists have supposed that the.se awful sounds, 
which you wouhl fancy are those of enraged and dying 
wild hea.sts, proceed from a nmnher of tlie red monkeys 
howling in concert. Uue of thein alone is capable of 
producing all these sounds ; and the anatomists, on an 
inspection of hi.s trachea, will he fully satisfied that this 
is the case. Ylien you look at him, as he is sitting on 
the branch of a tree, you v.dll see a lump in hi.s throat, 
the size of a large hen’s egg. In dark and cloudy 
weather, and just before a squall of rain, this monkey will 
often howl in the daytime ; and if you advance cautiously, 
and get mider the high and tui'tcd tree where he is sitting, 
you may have a capital opportunity of witnessing his 
wonderful power.s of producing the.sc dreadful and dis- 
cordant .sounds. 

Ilis llesh is good food ; hut v.dien skinned, his a])pcar- 
ance is so like that of a young one of mir own species, 
tliat a delicate stomach might possibly revolt at the idea of 
putting a knife tind fork into it. However. 1 can alfirm, 
from e.xperienee, that after a long and dreary march 
through these remote forests, the fle.sh of this monkey is 
not to he sneezed at, when boile<l in Cayenne pejiper, or 
roa'-ted on a stick over a good fire A young one tastes 
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not unlike a kid, ami the old oiie^ have .somewhat the 
llavour ot he-,c;oat. 

I mentioned, in a funner adventure, that I had hit upon 
ail entirely new plan of iiiiikiiie; the skins of (paadnipeds 
retain their exaet form and feature. Intense application 
to the .siihjeet has since that perioil enabled me to shorten 
the proees.s, and hit tlie character of an animal to a very 
yreat niceAy. even to the iire.servatioii of the pouting lip, 
dimples, waits, and wrinkles on the face. I got a fine 
specimen of the howling monkey ; and took some pains 
vitli it, in order to show the immense difference fhat 
exists lietwixt tlie features of this monkey, and tho.se 
ol man. 

I also procured an anim.d wiiidi has caused not a little 
speculation and astonisliment. In my opinion, his thick 
coat ut hair, and great length of tail, ]iut his s})eeies out 
of all rpiestion ; but then his face an.l head cause the 
ins],(ajtor to pause for a niomenr, before ho ventmes to 
Y’ronounce his opinion of tlie clas-illcatioii. lie was a 
large auiiiial, and as T was pres.scd for d. a light, and niore- 
o\er, tclt no inclination to liave the whole weight of his 
lody uiMiii iny back, I contented iiiv.self with his head 
Olid shoulders, cvhich 1 cut olf; and have brought them 
with me to Icnrope.'- I have .since found, that I acted 
ipiite liglit in doing so, having had enough to answer for 
the liead alone, witliout saying anything of hi.s hands and 
Icet, and ol his tail, which appendage. Lord Karnes assert.s, 

Ijelongs to Us. 

'fhe fe.itiiic's of this animal are rpiite of the (irccian 
c.i't ; and Im has a placidity of countenaiii'e which shows 

' My v-iiiiis Mr. .T. If. IM j.iiiil..', ...n uf Tliniiiii^ f'.ilj.uulje, 

F-a. "t Waki I'll I'l, li 1." i]i !ili- .1 UiMu ilia "I till ln'.'il .iii'l slmuMi is ut tins 
.iiiUM.il, t iiiiite[i!o u,. .iiiil it 1'. . '.‘it.iiiily .1 iiiu-.t rurrc'i t .luif ,stiikii|u 
likuue" it till .‘iiaiii.il. 
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that tluii”S waul wall with liiiii whan in life. Smiia fhit. iit 
gentlemen of great skill and talent, on iiis[)ectiiig liis 
head, were convinced that the whole saricj of its features 
lias been changed. Others again have hesitated, and 
Letraved douhts, not being; able to make up their minds, 
whether it be possible, that the brute features of the 
monkey can be changeil int(t the noble countenance of 
man. — “ Scinditur vulgus.’’ One might argue at consider- 
able length on this novel subject ; and perhaps, after all, 
produce little more than prolix pedantry. '* A'ox et 
prteterea uihd." 

Let us suppo.se for an instant tliat it is a now spi cics. 

"Well; “ I'll a golondrina no hace 'lerano ; oiic' swallow 
does not make siuniner. as .Saiicho Lanza says. Still, i’ov 
all that, it would be well worth while going out to seai'ih 
for it : and these times of La'CO-Leruvian enter] iri'e are 
favourable to tlie iiiulertaking. Leibai's, gentle reailers, 
you would wish me to go in quest of another. I 'uould 
beg leave res]ic-ct fully to answer, that llie way is dubious, 
lon,g, and dreaiy ; and tliough, nnibi Innately, I eaniiot 
allege the e.xcuse of ‘‘ ine pia eoii.inx detiiiet," still I 
Avould fain crave a little repose. I have already In.i-n 
a long wdiile errant : — 

“ iniLi ct lavrum ipaii'' a tjU'V .'lavi, 

.Ne iii.tii'lato iMiJji, 11. nil 1^0 sum 

Should anybody be induced to go, great and iiinuiiieivible 
are the di-^euveries yet to be made in tlio.-^e reiiiotiJ wihh ; 
and .should he 'Uceeed in bringing home, even a he.id alone, 
with features as peifect ns tho'C uf that whieli I have 
brought, far froin being envious of him. I -hould eoii'ider 
him a moileiu -Vleides, fully entitled to legi^lor a thir- 
teenth labour. X'ow il', (Jii ilie other hand, v e argue, that 
this head in (]nestion has had all its original iealnies 
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FOURTH ilestroyeFl, and a set of nev,' ones given to it, by vhat 
j'j i'FXE Y. Queans lias this kitlierto uiilieard-of change been effected ? 

Xobody in our musenins has as yet been able to restore 
the natural features to stuffed animals ; and he tvho has 
any doubts of this, let him take a living cat or dog, and 
compare tliem with a stuffed cat or dog in any of the 
tirst-rate niuseums. A momentary glance of the eye 
would soon settle his doubts on this head. 

If I have succeeded in effacing the features of a brute, 
and putting those of a man in their place, we might he 
entitled to say, that tiiC tuu of I’roteu.s has ri.sen to our 
museums : — 

“ ri.iii" i.i • lu' i''iii, la' hi oiiiues : 

Xuii • ii'*iii‘h iiati-; ; nuu-- muik Hiuikr 

If I have efibcted this, we can now give to one side of 
the skill of a man'.s face the appearance of eighty years, 
and to the otiier side tlud of blooming seventeen. We 
couLl make the torehead and eyes serene in youthful 
hoauty, and .■^hape the nioutli and jaws to the features of 
a malicious old ape. Here is a new field opened to the 
adventurous and experimental naturalist ; I have trodden 
it up and down till I am almost weary. To get at it 
my.self I have groped through an alley, which may he 
styled, ill the words of Ovid, — 

“An'.mn, cUniacs, ciiiiyiue uncus em'-'a, 

I pray thee, gentle reader, let me out a while. Time 
passes on apace ; and I avant to take thee to have a peeji 
at the spots avhere mines are supposed to exist in Guiana. 
As the stoiy fT this .singular head has, probably, not been 
made out to thy satisfaction, perhaps, (^I may say it nearly 
in Corporal Trim’s words,) on some long and dismal avintei’.s 
evening, hut not now. I may tell thee more about it ; 
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tdgetLer ^\itll tliafc of aiioiLer head, wiiicli is eij^ually 
striking. 

It is commonly reported, and I tlrink tlioe is no leasunto 
doubt the fact, that udien Deineraia and E'^secpiilio were 
under the Dutch tlag, there were mines of yold and silver 
opened near to the river Es.scqiubo. I'he miners were not 
sueeAssful in their iindeitakiuy, ami it is generally con- 
jectured that their failure jtroeeeded from inexperience. 

Xow, when you ascend the Essequilu), some hundied 
miles above the phice where those mines are said to be 
fuiiiid, you get into a high, rocky, ami luonutaiuoiis 
country. Here many of tlie niuuntaiiis Iiave a very 
barren aspect, producing only a few .stinted .siirub.s, and 
here and there a tuft of coarse grass. I couM not learn 
tliat they have ever been explored, and at tins day their 
mineralogy is totally unknown to us. The Indians are so 
thinly scattered in this part of llie country, tliat there 
would be no impropriety in calling it uninhabited ; — 

“-V]'|'aKiit i.iii ill "'iigitr 

It remains to be yet learnt, whether this portion of 
Guiana be worth looking after, with respect to its .siqqiosed 
mines. The luiniug specnlatiuiis at pre.-eiit are tlowing 
down another ehaimel. Tim rage hi Jhiglaiid for working 
the mines of other state.s has now li-^eii to such a pitch, 
that it rvould require a coii'iderahle degree of caution in 
a mere "wanderei’ of the woods, in stepping forward to say 
aiiything that miglit tend to raise or depicts the spirit- 
of the speeulators. 

A question or two, liowesir, might he a^keif 'When 
the revolted eolunies shall have repaired in some iiiea'Uie 
the ravages of sv.ir, and settled their own politieal eeo- 
iiouiy upon a firm foumlation, will they quietly submit to 
see foreigners carrying away iho-e tteasures which uic 
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iili-^nluirly iMil of tlnrir uwii suil, and wliirli uecessitv 
iiiree^^ity no tnree'l tliein to barter away in tlieir 
liour of neoil I _N'ow, if it slioubl so happen that tlie 
masters of the country beoin to lepent of their bargain, 
and boeoine envion-^ of the ririies which foreigners carry 
ott, many a tea'ing law might be made, and many a vexa- 
tiijiis enaction might be put in force, that would, in all 
profiabdily, biing the speculators into trouble and 
di'a})]'i'ii!!tnient. 

T!e«ides thi^ fnimideration, there is another circiunstanco 
which rniglit not to he o\ ei'looked. I allude to the change 
of mailers mnaly throughout the tvhole of America. It 
is a curtoijs siil,jeet fc.v the European philosopher to 
moializc upon, and for the pioliti'dan to examine. Tlie 
more tiny crmsider it, the nioiv they will he astonisheil. 
If we mny judge by what ha^ already taken place, we are 
entitled t > i''viligr, tli-A in a very few years more, no 
Euiopean banner v. ill be seen to tioat in any part of the 
new wot Id. Let ns take a cntAory view of it. 

Engdand some years ago posse.s.sed a large portion of 
the [iie.scnt Fnircd States. I-danco had Louisiana; Spain 
ludd the Idol Idas, Afexicu, Earien, Terra Eirnia, lUieuus 
Ayi'es, Taragniiy, Chili, roru, and California ; and I’ortngal 
ruled die whole of j’.razil. All the'-e iinnien.se regions are 
now independent state, s. England, to he sure, still Im.s 
Canada, Nova .Scotia, and a few creeks on the coast of 
Lahisclnv : aho a '•mall settlement in lloudiiras. and the 
wilds (if l)enii-i,;ui and Essiapiiljo ; and these are all. 
El', I lice- has not a foot of ground except the fore.st.s of 
Cayenne, I’oi'tugal has lost every proviime ; .Spain is 
bluckailcd in nearly her last cita<lel ; and the Dutch flag 
i- only seen in Surinam. Xoihiiig more now remains to 
Jaiiojie of tills ininien.se continent, where, hut a very few 
years ago, du- ivigiieil triuniphunt. 
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Witli regard to the AVest India Islands, they may he 
considered as the mere outjiosts of this mammoth domain. 
St. Domingo has alread}’ shaken off her old masters, and 
become a star of observation to the rest of the sable 
brethren. The anti-slavery associations of Engdand, full 
of benevolence and activity, have opened a tremendous 
battery upon the last remaining forts, which the lords of 
the old continent still hold in the new world ; and, in 
all probability, will not cease liring till they .'^hall have 
caused the last Hag to be struck, of Europe’s late mighty 
engiire in the Transatlantic regioirs. It cannot well be 
doubted, but that the sal)le hordes in the AVest Indies will 
like to follow good example, wliencver they shall have 
it in their power to do so. 

How with St. Domingo as an examide before them, how 
long will it bo before they try to raise themselves into 
independent states ? And if they shonld .sncceed in 
crushing us in these our last remaining tenements, I would 
bet ten to one that none of the new governments will put 
on mourning for our dejiarture out of the new world. AVe 
must Well remember', that our own government was taxed 
with injustice and oppressii.m hy the United States during 
their groat struggle : and the ISritidi press for years jrast 
has, and is still teeming with every kind of abuse aiul 
unbecoming satire again.st Spain and I'ortugal for tlieir 
conduct towards the now revolted colonics. 

France also conies in for her share of uhloi|uy, How^ 
this lieing the case, will not America at large wish inn-t 
devoutly for the day to come when Europe shall liave no 
more dominion over her ? IVill she not say to ns, Our new 
forms of government are very ditfereiii fiom your old 
ones? We will trade vith you, but we .shall always le 
verv suspicious of you as long as you retain possession of 
the West Indies, wliich are, as we may say, close to our 
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duur-btcLids. Yiju Le vtiy cautiDU? Low you iiitoi'- 

lero itli our politics ; tor, if we find you meddling with 
them, and hy that means cause us to come to loggerheads, 
we sliall he obliged to send you hack to yiuiv own homes, 
three or tour thousand miles acioss the Atlantic: and then, 
with that great ditch betwixt us, we may hope we shall be 
good friends, lie who casts his eye on the East Indies^ 
will there see cptite a different state ot things. The con- 
quered districts have merely changed one European master 
for another; and I believe there is no instance tif aaiy por- 
tion of the East Indies throwing off the yoke of the Eiuo- 
peaiis and establishing a government of their own. 

Ye who are versed in polities, and study the rise and 
fall of eiiijiires, and know what is good for civilized man, 
and what is bad for him, or in other words, what will 
make him hapiy’ and what will make him miseral'le — tell 
U' h(,)w comes it that Europe has lust almost her la.'^t acre 
in the boundless expanse of territory which she so lately 
possessed in the west, and still contrives to hold her vast 
property iii the extensive regmn.s of the east I 

ISut whither aui 1 yoing ; 1 find myself on a new and 

dangerous path. Pardon, geiille reader, this sudden devia- 
tion. Rethinks I hear thee s, tying to me, — 

‘•Traijjite nuo aicL,'-. " 

I grant that 1 have erred, hut I will do .so no more. In 
general I avoid politics: they are too heavy for me, and I 
am aware that they have caused the fall of many ;t strong 
and able man : they require the .shoulders of Atlas to 
suppiji'l their weiuht. 

When I was iu the rocky mountains of Alacoushia, in 
the month of June, Itilfi, I saw four young Cocks of the 
Pock in an Indian’s hut ; they had been taken out of the 
nest that week. They were of a uniform dirty brown 
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colour, and by the position of the young feathers upon tlie Foui;rn 
head, you might see that there would be a crest there 
Avheu the bird arrived at maturity. By .seeing young ones 
in the month of June, T immediately concluded that the old 
cock of the rock would be in hne plumage from the end 
of Xovemljer to the beginning of May : and that the 
naturalist, who was in rpiest of specimens for his museum, 
ought to arrange his plan.s in such a manner as to be able 
to get into Alacoushia during tliese months. However, I 
find now, that no exact period can be fi.ved; for, in Decem- 
ber, 1824, au Indian, iji the river Demerara, gave me a 
young cock of the lock not a mouth old, and it had just 
been brought from the Macou.slii countiy. By liaving a 
young specimen at this time of tlie year, it puts it nut ol' 
cjiie’s power to say at wliat precise time the old birds are in 
full plumage. I took it on board a shi[) with me for 
England, hut it was so very susceptible of cold tliat it 
shivered and died, tliiee days after we liad passed 


Antigua. 

If ever there should he a great demand for largo sujiplies 
of gum-elastic, eommoidy called India-rubber, it may be 
procured in abundance far away in the wikis of Demerara 
and Esseipiiho. 

Some years ago, when I was in the Macouslu country, 
there was a capital trick 2 dayed upon me about India- 
rubber. It is almost too good to be left out of these 4Vau- 
deriugs, and it shows that the wild and unechieated Indian 
is nut witliout abilities. AVeary and sick, and feeble 
through loss of blood, I arrived at some. Indian huts, 
which were about two hours distant from the idace where the 
gum-elastic trees grew. After a day and a night's rest I 
went to them, and ^yith my owm hands made a fine hall 
of 2 )ure India-rubber; it hardened immediately it became 
exposed to the air, and its elasticity was almost incredible. 




All 

h ick . 



13 -2 


WAXDEiaXGS IX MiiUTIT AMEIlICA 


FOURTH 

JOUl:XEY. 


Wlule piTicui'iijy it, exposure to the rain, wliicli fell in 
torrents hrouelit on a return of intiarmnation in the 
stomach, and I was ohliued to have reciauxe again to the 
lancet, and to use it with an iiusparing hand. I wanted 
another hall, hut was not in a state the next morning to 
proceed to the trees. A line interesting young Indian 
oh, serving niy eagerness to have it, tendered Iris services, 
and asked me two handsful of fish-hooks for his trouhle. 

Off he Went, and to my great surprise returned in a 
very slant time. Bearing in mind the trouhle and time 
it had co.st me to make a hall, I could account for thi,s 
Indian’s expedition in no other way exce]! that, being an 
inhahitant of tlie forest, he knew how to go atiout his 
work in a mucli .sliorter way than I did. His hall, to he 
sure, had very little elasticity in it. I tiied it repeatedly, 
hut it never rehoundccl a yard high. The young Indian 
watched me with great gravity, and when I made him 
understand that I expected the hall would dance better, 
lie called another Imiian, who knew a little English, to 
as.suvc me tliat I miglit he cpiite ca.sy on that score. The 
young rogue, in order to render me a complete dupe, 
brought the new moon to his aid. lie gave me to timler- 
staiid that the hall was like the little moon, which he 
pointed to, and hv tlie time it grew hig and old, the liall 
would bounce heantifnlly. This .satisfied me. and I gave 
him the fisli-liooks, wliicli he rocoived without the lea-.t 
change of countenance. 

I bounced the lull rc])eatedlv for two months after, hut 
1 lound that it "till remained in its infancy. At last I 
suspected that tlie savage (to use a vulgar phrase) had 
Come Yorkshire over me; and so I delermined to find out 
how lie had managed to take me in. I cut the hall in 
two, and then saw what a taught trick he had played nm. 
It seems lie had chewed some leaves into a lump, the size 
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of a walnut, and tlien dipped them in the liquid gum- roiaiTii 

elastic. It immediately received a coat about as thick as '-ne \. 

a sixpence. He then rolled some more leaves round it, 

and gave it another coat. He seems to have continued 

this process till ho made the ball consideral dy larger than 

the one I had procured ; and in order to put his roguery 

out of all chance of detection, he made tlie last and outer 

coat thicker than a dollar. This Indian would, no doubt, 

have thriven well in some of our great towns. 

rinding that the rainy season was coming on, I left the RcU'i-na 
wilds of Demerara and Esseipiibo witli regret, towards the Eivjlaiul, 
close of Hecember, 1821 ; and readied once more the 
shores of England, after a long and niqdeasant passage. 

Ere we part, kind reader, 1 could wish to draw a little Ci/nclv^- 
of thy attention to the iustvuctions which are to be found '"-b 

at the end of this book. Twenty years have now rolled 
away since I first liegan to examine the specimens of 
zoology ill our museums. As the system of preparation 
is founded in error, nothing hut del'oi-milv, distortion, and 
disproportion, will be the result of the best intentions and 
utmost exertions of the workman. C'anova’s education, 
taste, and genius enabled him to present to tlie w-orld 
statues so correct and licaiitifiil that they are worthy of 
uiiiveisal admiration. Had a common stonecutter tried 
his hand upon the block out of wliich these statues were 
Sculptured, what a lamentable want of symmetry and 
line countenance there would liave lieeii. Xow, wlieii we 
rctlect that tlie i>resevved >pccimciis in our mnseiims and 
piivate Collections are always done upon a wrong prin- 
ciple, and generally by low and illiterate people, whose 
dally broad depends upon the .sliortne-s of time in wliieh 
tlicv can get tlii'oiigli their work, and whose oppo-'itiou to 
tlie true wav of preparing sjiecimeii', can only be surpa'Sed 
by tlieir obstinacy in adhering to ilie old methcid; can we 
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loi-RTH any loiiyin- wondni- at tlieir want of success; or hope to 
j iin^.Y. ggg ^ single speciiiieu produced that will be worth looking 
at? With this I conclude, hoping that thou hast received 
some information, and occasionally had a smile upon thy 
countenance, while perusing the.se “ Wanderings ; ” and 
begging, at the same time, to add that 


AViTl T Icniu' tliv pi'ni'tr.itioii 
Many a stain ainl tint will s'e. 

In the I.ncuuiil, long narration, 

Of iny svlyan errantry. 

For the ))eu too oft was weary 
In the wanilering wnteC' h.iul, 

,\^ he loveil tliioiigh (leeji ami ilre.iry 
F'.r.'^t.s, ill a ilist.mt l.iml. 

.sliow thy iiierey, geiitU reader, 

Let him not i-ntieat in vain ; 

It will he hi.s strength's best leeder, 
Sliould he ever go again. 

-Ami who know.s how soon, eomplaining 
I If a I old and wileless home, 
lU may leave it, ami again in 
l.iin.itoiial legions loam 


L. W 



ox WiESERYIXO BIEDS FOE CABIXETS OF 
XATFHAL HISTOBY. 

Faults in liiiil-'tulling — Tinl'; raquiri'il. — Kiionloilga of oiiatomy — 
of liinl'. — Flow of till- pliiinago — How to skin a Idril. — 

Iniartiiio cotton — Killin': womiili"! liinU — Stiilliiig a liawk. — The 
Ih'it imi-ioii. — The skiu to h’ jiu^hdl, not laillcl — Arrangcinont of 
wing's. — Jloik'lliiig the Iwly. — Sjirca'ling tlio tail. — Constant attention 
rei|Uirc'k — ttticngth ami eh.i'ticity. — A'alne of corrosive sublimate. — 

K-xpeiiciioe ainl patience. 

"WrrLi: you to pay as luueli attention to l.iirJs as tlie sculp- I'nrsrrv- 
tor does to the liuuiaii fr.iine, you would iniuiediately see, Jaim -- 
on entering a ruuseutn, tliar the sspsOmens are not well 
done. 

Tlds retnarlc t\i!l not he thought .'evero At hen you 
reflect that that which once wa.s a bird lias probably 
been stretched, stulTed, .stitfeneil, and wired by the luiiid 
of a cuimiion clown. Consider likewise how the plumage 
niust huA'c been disordered by too much .stretching nr 
dry ing, and jierhaps sullied, or at least deranged, by the 
pressure of a coar.cc and lieavy hand — plumage which, ere 
life had fled ii'um within it, was accustomed to be touched 
liy nothing ruiigher than the dew of heaven, and the puire 
and gentle breath (of air. 

In di.-secting, three things are necessary to ensure o„o. 
success, viz. a jieukiiil’e, a hand not coarse or clumsy, 
and practice. The liist will furnish ymi with the means; 
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tlie second will enalde yon to dissect ; and the third canse 
' you to dissect well. The^e may he called the mere 
niechanical re(|uisites. 

In stiifting, yon rer|nire cotton, a needle and thread, a 
little stick the size of a cumnion knitting-needle, glass 
eyes, a solution of corrosive snhlimatc, and any kind of a 
eouimun temporary hox to hold, the specimen. These also 
niaj’ go under the same cleiiomiiiation as the former. But 
if you wi.'h to excel in the art, if yon wish to Ije in orni- 
thology what Angelo was in sculpture, you must apply to 
jirofound study and your own genius to assist you. And 
these may be called the scientific recpiisites. 

You must liave a complete knowledge of ornithological 
anatomy. You must [uiy close attention to the form and 
'■ attitude of the bird, and know exaetly the proportion 
eaeh curve, or extension, or eoiitraetiuii, or e.xpaiisioii of 
• any partieular part bears to the rest of the body. lu a 
word, you must possess Bromethean boldness, and bring 
down fire and animation, as it were, into your preserveel 
specimen. 

Repair to the haunts of birds on plains and mountains, 
f forests, swamps, and lakes, and give up your time to 
' examine tlie ecoiimny of tiie diifcreiit orders of liirds. 

Tlieii you will [ilace your eagle iu attitude commanding, 
tile same as Xelson stood in, in tlie day of battle, on tlie 
1 uJori/s ipiartor-deck. Your pie' vill seem crafty, and 
just ready to take Higlit, as tliougli tearful of being sur- 
piised in some mi-^cliievous plunder. Your sparrow will 
retain its wonted ]iertness by means of jdacing his tail a 
little elevated, ami giving a moderate arch to the neck. 
^ our vulture cvill --how his sluggish habits by having his 
body nearly parallel to the earth, his wings somewliat 
drooping, and their extremities under the tail instead of 
above it — c\])re--^ive of ignoble indolence. 
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Your dnve ’(Till be in aitle=:=:, fernies.? innncence, looking 
niiLlly at von, it^ nei-k, not too innch str'kolied a^ 
if nnen^y in its 'itnation, or drawn too close into the 
shonlder^, like one tvidiing to avoid a di'C-oveyv ; but in 
moderate, perpendicular lirngtli,, sii}ipoi'ting the bead Lcri- 
zontally, v.diieli v.dll set off tbe breast to the bc't advan- 
tage. And the breast ought to be c"n=-T'icunii^, and have 
this attendion paid to it; for when a young la.dy is .^sweet 
and gentle in la-r manner^, kind a.nd nlfaMe to tho=e around 
lier; when lier eyes .stand in tears of pity for tlie woes of 
otliei’s, and -he pnt.s a. .'mail ]teitio!i of what ri'ovidenee 
has hli.‘S-ed lau’ with into the h.iivl of iiipdoring poverty and 
linnger — tlien we "ay she Isas tlie b’vast of a tui'tle-do\ e. 

You will I'ii-.eive how bea.u.tifully tlie feathers of a bird 
are arranged. r:ne filling over lb.' other in ]>iei.'-^t order; 
and that, wlievo thi- eharmi'ig liaria.oiiy is inteiTip.ted, the 
defect, thoueb net tirOi.'-eil Iw a;i erdtinary .siiectator, will 
appear immcliatcly to the < of a r..ttnr.dist. Tims, a 
hii’di not ovounded ni'd in ] ''vI’.m t foather inrst be pnaenred 
if possilile, for tbe b'-s of fi.'aibiu's can siddota be made 
goiad ; andi wliere the ilelle! 'M.-y is gieaf, ad the .skill of 
the avti't v ill avad him lillb,' in l;is atteia.pt to conciail 
tlie defect, hceause, i’l oriler to hide it, he must eontract 
the skin, laing down the upper feathei's, and shove in the 
lower ones, wl’.icli would throw all the surrounding part.s 
into canto] t ion. 

You ovill al-o obs-rve that the vrliole of tb.o skin does 
not proilueo fcatleu-s^ .oml i; voiy tenaler where the 

feailieis (In net g-ow. The Bare jruts ai'e admirably 
formodt fo] cxp.ni-icii! about the thioat and siomaeh, and 
Ihey lit indo the dilfercnt cavities nf tp,. body at the wings, 
shouldris, rump, and] thiglis with wonderful exactness; so 
that in .stulllng the bird, if you make an es'en rotund 
surf ICO nf the skin wliere these cavities exi-ted, in lieu of 
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vr>xF.Rv- reforming them, all symmetry, order, and proportion are 
lost for ever. 

You must lay it down as an absolute rule that the bird 
is to be entirely slvimied, otherwhe you can never succeed 
ill forming a true and pleasing specimen. 

You will allow tliis to be just, after reflecting a moment 
on the nature of the fleshy parts and tendons, which are 
often left in : Ist, they reiiuire to be well seasoned with 
aromatic spices ; h'dly, they must be put into an oven to 
dry ; odly, the heat of the tire and the natural tendency all 
cured tlesli has to shrink and become hard renders tlie 
specimen withered, distorted, and too small ; dthly, the 
in.side then hecomes like a ham or any other dried meat. 
Kre long the insects claim it as their own; the feathers 
Login to drop off, and you have the hideous .spectacle of 
death in ragged plumage. 

Y'ire is of no manner of use, but, on the contrary, a 
great nuisance ; for where it is introduceil, a disagreeable 
stittness and derangement of symmetry follow. 

The head and neck can be placed in any attitude, the 
body supported, the wings closed, extended or elevated, the 
tail depressed, raised or expanded, the thighs set horizontal 
or obli(pie, without any aid from wire. Cotton will eifect 
all this. 

A very small proiiortion of the skull bone, say, from the 
forepc.rt of the eyes to the hill, is to be left in; tliougli 
even this is not ab.solutely neeiw-^ary. Part of the wing- 
bones, the jaw-bones, ami half of the thigh-bones, remain. 
Ifverytliing else, tlesh, fat, eye.s, Ijones, brains, and tendons, 
are all to be taken away. 

CVhile dissecting, it will bo of use to keep in mind, — 

' Tliat, in taking off the skin from the body, by means of 

your fingers and a little knife, you must try to shove it, in 
lieu of pulling it, lest you stretch it. 
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Tliatj you must press as lightly as possible on the hinl, n 
and every nosv and then take a view of it, to see that the 
feathers, &c., are all right. 

That, when you come to the head, you must take care 
that the body of tlie skin rests on your knee ; for if you 
allow it to dangle from your hand, its own weight will 
stretch it too much. 

That, throughout the whole operation, as fast as you 
detach the skin from the bod}', you must put cotton im- 
mediately betwixt the body and it; and this will etfectually 
prevent any fat, blood, or moisture from coining in contact 
with the plumage. Here it may be observed that, on the 
belly you find an inner skin, which keeiis the bowels iu 
their place. F>y a nice o]ieratiou with tlie knife, yon can 
cut through the outer skin, and leave the inner skin whole. 
Attention to tliis will render your work very clean; so 
that, with a little care in other parts, you may skin a bird 
without even soiling your linger ends. 

As you can seldom get a bird without shooting it, a line 
or two on this liead will be necessary. If the bird be still 
alive, press it hard with your linger and thumb, just behind 
the wings, and it will soon expire. Cany it Ly the legs, 
and then, the body being reversed, the Mood eanimt escape 
down the plumage through the shot-holes. As blood will 
often have issued out before you liavo laid lajhl of the 
bird, find out the shot-holes, by dividing the featliers with 
your fingers, and Mowing on them, and tlien, witli your 
penknife, nr the leaf of a tree, caiefully remove tlie 
clotted Mood, and put a little cotton on tlie hole. II', 
after all, the plumage ha.-^ not escaped the matks of Mood; 
or if it has imhibed slime fnim the ground, wash the 
part in water, witltont soap, and keep gently agitating 
the feathers, with your fingers, till they are ipiite drv. 
'Were you to wash them, and leave them to dry hv 

z 2 


3:10 


lE'-ClLV- 
1 HI Ut'S. 



ox PKESEI^VIXO 




INO BIRD?!. 


.-Irt of 

6'7t niidi'if '/ 

hi I’lf 


tliemselves, t]iey avouLI hare a very mean .nui sliriveiled 
appearance. 

In the act of &lciimiiig a hircl, you must either have it 
upon a table, or upon your kiiee. l’rol>al>ly, you will 
prefer your knee ; because when you cross one knee over 
the other, and hove the bird noon the uppermost, you con 
raise it to ycmr eve, or lower it, at pleasure, by means of 
the foot on the gi’ound, and tlien ymar knee avill always 
naove in uiiisou with your body, by whicli iiaucli stooping 
will be avoided and lassitude prevented. 

IVitli these precaTitionary hints in mind, we will now 
jirofced to dissect a laird. Suppose we take a liawk. The 
little birds will thunk ns, with a .song for his death, for lie 
has oppressed tliem sorely; and in size he i.s just the 
thing. His skin is also p>retty touuh, and the feathers 
adhere to it. 

We will put elose hv us a little hottle of the solution of 
corrosive suhlimate in ah'oliol ; also a stick like a common 
knitting-needle, and a handful or two of cotton. ISTow till 
the mouth and nostrils of the lard with cotton, and place 
it upon your knee on its hack, with its head pointing to 
your left .shoulder. Take h ild of tlie knife with your two 
first tinu’or.s anil thumb, the edge upwards. Yon must not 
k'oep the jioint of the Icnifc peipendicular to tlie body of 
the liird ; because, were you to hold it so, you would cut 
the inner skin of the I'elly, and thus let tlie bowels nut. 
To avoid this, let yonr knife he parallel to tlm body, and 
then you will diviile the outer skin with groat case. 

TSegin on the bellv hclow tiio hivast-bone, and cut down 
the middle, quite to the, vent. This done, ]iut the bird in 
any convenient position, and .separate the skin from the 
body, till yon get at the middle joint of the thigli. Cut it 
through, and do nothing more there at present, except 
introducing cotton all the way on t'mt «iile, from the vent 
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to the hreUbt-Luue. Ito exactly the same on the opj-'esite 
side. 

Xuw place the biixl pevpeudictilar, its Ijreast lesliug ou 
your hiiee, tvith its hack towards you. Separate the skin 
li'oiii the body uu e.ich side at the vent, and never mind at 
present tlie part from the veut to the rout of the tail. 
iSend the tail gently down to the hack, and vhile your 
lluger and thumb are keejiing down the detached jjaits of 
the skin ou each side of the vent, cut quite acivss, and 
deep, till you see the back-bt'iie, near the oil-gland at the 
root of the tail. Sever the hack-bone at the joint, and 
then you have all the root of the tail, together with the 
oil-gland, dissected from the body. Apply plenty of 
cotton. 

After this, sei/.e the end of the back-bone with your 
linger and tluiudj : and now you can hold up the bird 
clear of your knee, and turn it i<.iuud ;uid round, as 
ucea.siou requires. M'hile you aie holding it thus, contrive, 
with tile hei]) of your other hand and knilc, by cutting and 
shoving, to get the skin pushed up till yon come to where 
the wing joins on to the body. 

Forget not to ap]ily cotton; cut this joint through; do 
the same at the other ving, add cotton, and gently push 
the akin over the head ; cut out the routs of the ears, 
which lie very deeji in the head, and continue skinning til’ 
you reach the middle of the eye; cut tiie nictitating' 
membrane quite tlnougii, utiiei'wise you would tear the 
orbit of the eye; and after this, nothing difficult intervenes 
to ])reveut your arriving at the root of the hill 

AVheii this is elleeted. cut away the body, leaving a 
little bit of .skull, just as niucli as will leacli to the tore- 
part of the eye ; clean well the jaw-bones, fasten a little 
cotton at the end of your stick, diji it into the solution, 
and touch the skull and cori-c.siiondiiig part of the skin, as 


FIlCvKIiV- 
INil BIKD.-?. 



3-12 


OX rilESEliVIXG lURTiS. 


ri:r-y:i;y- YOU caiiuot Y’ell get to these places afterwards. From the 
iX G EiF.i )^. qP pushing the shin over the head, you are supposed 
to liave had the bird resting upon your knee ; keep it 
there still, and with great caution and tenderness return 
the head through the iuverteel skin, and when you see the 
beak appearing, p)ull it very gently till the head comes out 
unrullled and iinstaineel. 

You may now take the cotton out of the mouth ; cut 
away all the remaining tiesh at the ^yalate, and whatever 
may liave remained at the under jaw. 

Flere is now before you the skin, without loss of any 
feathers, and all the fle^h, fat, and uncleaned hones out of 
it, e.xeept the middle joint of the wings, one hone of the 
thighs, and the fleshy root of the tail. The extreme point 
of the wing is very small, and has no fle.sh on it, com- 
piaratively speaking, so that it recptires no attention, except 
touching it with the solution from the outside. Take all 
the flesh from the remaining joint of the wing, and tie a 
thread about four inches long to the end of it ; touch all 
with the solution, and put the wing-hone hack into its 
place. Ill baring this hone you must by no means pull 
the skin ; you would tear it to pieces beyond all doubt, for 
the ends of tlie long feathers are attached to the hone 
itself; you must push olf the skin with your thuuih-iiuil 
and forefinger. Xow skin the thigh quite to the knee; cut 
away all flesh and tendons, and leave the hone : form an 
artiticial thigh round it with cotton; apply the solution, 
and draw hack the skin over the artificial thigh ; the same 
to the other thigh. 

Lastly, proceed to the tail ; take out the inside of the 
oll-glaiid, remove all the remaining flesh from the root, 
till you see the ends of the tail-feathers ; give it the solu- 
tion, and replace it. Xow take out all the cotton which 
}ou have hceii putting into the body from time to time to 
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preserve tlie feathers from grease and staiiis. I’lace the rRcsriiv- 
liird upon your knee on its Lack; tie together the 
two threads which you had fastened to the end of the 
wing-joints, leaving exactly the same space betwixt them 
as your knowledge in anatomy informs you existeil there 
when the bird was entire; hold the skin open with your 
finger and thumb, and apply tbe solutioir to every part of 
the inside. Xeglect tlie head and neck at present ; they 
are to receive it afterwards. 

Fill the boily moderately with cotton, lest the feathers 
on the belly should be injured whilst you are abiiut the 
following operation. You must recollect that half of the 
thigh, or in other words, one joint of the thigh-bone, has 
been cut awav. Xow, as this bone never moved perpen- 
dicular to the body, but, on the contr.iry, in an obli(pie 
direction, of course, as soon as it is cut olf, the remaining 
part of the tliigh and leg, having nothing now to support 
them obli(ptely, mu.st naturally fall to their per])enilicular. 

Hence the reasoit why the legs appear considerably too 
long. To correct thi.s, take your needle and thread, fasten 
the end round the bone iirside, and then push the needle 
through the skin just opposite to it. Look on the outside, 
and after finding the needle amongst the feathers, tack up 
the thigh under the wing with several .strong stitches. 

This will shorten the thigh, and render it quite capable of 
sup])orting the weight of the body without the help of 
wire. This done, take out every bit of cotton, except the 
artificial thighs, and adjust the wing-bones (which are con- 
nected by the thread) in the most evcm manner jiossible, so 
that one joint does not appear to lie lower than the other ; 
for unless they are quite equal, the wings themselves will 
be unequal when you come to put them in their proper- 
attitude, Here then rests tbe shell of the poor hawk, 
ready to receive, from your skill and judgment, the size, 
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iiv- the shape, the leatiifes i.iid e-tpivs'iu.i It uad, ere ucalh, 
aud your eli.esectiag hand, Lruiight it to its present still 
and Ihrinless .stale. The euLd litiii I ut' death .slamps deep 
its mark ti[>ijii the prostiate vhthii. 'When the he, tic 
ceases to he.rt, aud th,- hiood liu Lmei r e'lrU'ses tnioagii the 
veins, the i’eavtuies eolia]ise, and the \ii.oie frame seems to 
shrink viilim it.seif. If then you hr.ve formed your idea 
ut tlie I'e.d rippearaace of the bird trom a dead spceimeu, 
you will he ill erior. With this in iiiiiid, and at the .same 
time foimiiig year .s’.ceiiueu a tiiile kireer thiiu lite, to 
make up Ihr wh.it it vrill lose in diving, you vill i'>'[iruduee 
.1 hiid that will p'e.ise VoU, 

It is now time t(> introduce the eotiou for’ tui aitirieial 
hody, hy iiieams of a little .stiek like a kiiittiiig-iieehtle ; aud 
without any other aid or .siihsti.uire than that of this little 
,'lick and eottoii, your own geiuus must produce those 
.swellings , aid cat iiies, ih.iC just proportion, that cleg. nice 
aud harmony of the whole, so much .almired in animated 
nature, so little atteinled to iii pre-erved spei.-imeiis. After 
you have introdueed tiie eotcou, .sew up the orilice you 
originally made ill the I'eily, l.iegiuiiiiig at the vent. And 
from time to time, till your arrive ut the last sliicli, keep 
adding a little e(jltoii, in i.uder tlial ihc-ie m.iy lie im deti- 
eieiicy tiiere. Lastly, dip your .stick mlo tiie .solnUoa, and 
put it down tiie lliiuat tliree or four limes, iu mder tliat 
every pait may leceive it. 

AVheii the iiead and neck are hilled w itii cotton guite to 
tour liking, close the bill as iu nature. A little hit ot 
hi/es t\a\, at hue point ol it, will keep the maiidililes iu 
tiieir pioper place. A needle liiu.sl he .stuck into the 
lower mamhhle perpeiidieularly. You will shortly see the 
use of it. Ih'iiig' also the teet together Ly a pin, aud then 
lull a thread through the knees, hy which you may draw' 
them to each other, as near a- you jud.ue pioper. A'utliiiig 
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now leiiinius to Le ULlded but tbe eyes. Witli your little pee-ulv- 
fitick make a liollow iu the cottou 'witiiiu the oibit, and riuD p 
iiitroduee the glats eyes through the orbit. Adjust the 
orbit to them, as iu natuie, and that leij^uiies no other 
fastener. 

Your close iiispeeiion of the eye.s of aiiiiuals will 
already have inf.jrmed you, that the orbit is capable of 
reeeis’iiig a much buyer body than that part of the eye 
which appears wiihiii it when iu life. .So that, were you 
to propuruuii }our eye to the size the orldt i.s (eipahle of 
leeeiving, it t\ould l->e liir loo larye. Inatteutioii to this 
has caused the eyes ot eveiy speciiiieii, iu the best cabi- 
nets of iicituicd history, to be out of all proportion. To 
prevent this, contract the orbit, by means of a very .small 
delicate needle and thread, at that part of it farthest from 
the beak. This may he done with such nicety, that the 
stitch cannot be observed; and thirs ha\e the ailrticial 
e}e in true piuporlion. 

Alter this, touch the bill, orbits, feet, and loruier oil- 
yland at the root oi the tail, \\ ith the solution, uird then 
you have given to the hawk everything necessary, excejit 
attitude, and a proper degree of elastieity, tu o tpialities 
Very essential. 

I’rocure any eoinniun ordinary bo.x, lill oire end of it, 
about tlireo-fouUhs up to the top, with cotton, forming a 
sloping plane, ilake .i moderate hollow iu it to receire 
the uird. Xow take the hawk iu your haiid.s, and, after 
putting the wings iu order, place it in the cottou. with iis 
legs iir a sitting po.stuie. The head mil fall down. Ae\er 
mind. lA't a cork, and run tliice luiis into the end, ju.st 
like a three-legged stool. TLa e it under the bird's bill, 
and run tlie needle, whicli you foiuieily li.xcd there, into 
the head of the cork. This will .sU[)port the bird'., head 
admirably. If you wish to leiigtherr the neck, raise the 
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pRE.-riiv- cork, by putting more cotton nnder it. If the head is to lie 
fuiuvard, bring the cork nearer to the end of the 
box. If it requires to be set backwards on the shoulders, 
move back the cork. 

As in drying, the Iiack-part of the neck will shrink more 
than the fore-part, and thus throw the beak higher than 
you wish it to be, putting you in mind of a stargazing 
horse, prevent this fault, by tying a thread to the bealc, 
and fastening it to the end of the box with a pin or needle. 
If you choose to elevate the wings, do so, and support 
them with cotton; and should you wish to have them par- 
ticularly high, apply a little stick under each wing, ami 
fasttai the end of them to tlio side of the hox with a little 
hees’ wax. 

If you would have the tail expanded, reverse the order 
of the feather.s, beginning from the two middle one.?. 
^^'lll■n dry, replace tliem in their true order, and the tail 
will preserve for ever the expansion you have given it. I.s 
the ere^t to he erect! move the featheis in a contrarv 
direction to that in wliich they lie, for a clay or two, and 
it will never fall down after. 

T’lace the hox anywhere in yonr room, out of the 
intlueuce of tin- sun, w ind, and fire ; for the specimen must 
diy very .slowly, if you wi-sh to reproduce every feature. 
• Ml this'accouiit the suluticni of conusive sublimate is lui- 
coiiiiiioidy eeiviceahle ; for at the .same time that it total! v 
jaeveiits jiiiti-eiactiou, it reuder.s the .skin moist and flexille 
tor many days. bile the bird is drying, take it out and 
re] dace it in its position once everv day. Then, if you see 
tliat any jiart begins to shrink into di.sproportion, vuu can 
easily remedy it. 

The small covert feathers of the wings are apt to rise a 
little, because the -kin will come in contact with the hone 
whiih reiiuiiii.s in the wing. Ibill gently the part that 
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rises, with your finger and thiinib, for a clay or two. I’ress pRE'Erv- 
the feathers down. The skin will adhere no more to the 
hone, and they will cease to rise. 

Every now and then touch and retouch all the different 
parts of the features, in order to render them distinct and 
vi.sible, correcting at the same time any harshness, or 
unnatural risings or sinkings, flatness or rotundity. This 
is putting the last finishing hand to it. 

In three or four clays the feet lose their natural elas- 
ticity, and the knees begin to stiften. ’When you observe 
this, it is time to give the legs any angle you wish, and 
arrange the toes for a standing p(.>sition, or curve them to 
your finger. If you wish to set the bird on a branch, bore 
a little hole under each foot, a little way up the leg ; and 
having fixed two proportional .spikes on the hrancli, you 
can, ill a moment, transfer the bird from your finger to it, 
and from it to your finger, at pleasure. 

'When the bird is cpiite dry. pull the thread out of the 
knees, take away the needle, &c., from under the hill, and 
all is clone. In lieu of being stiff with wires, the cotton 
will liave given a considerable elasticity to every part of 
your bird ; so that, when perching on your finger, if you 
press it down with the other liaiid, it will rise again. You 
need not fear that your hawk will alter, or its colours fade. 

Tlie alcohol has iutrodiiced the sublimate into eveiy part 
and pore of the skin, cpiitc to the roots of the feathers 
Its use is twofold. 1st. It has totally i)i'(‘vented all ten- 
dency to putrefaction ; and thus a sound skin ha.s attached 
itself to the roots of tlie feathers. Tou may take hold of 
a single (jiug and from it .suspend five times the weight of 
the bird. You may jerk it ; it will still adliere to the ."kin, 
and, after repeated trials, often break short. 2dly. As no 
part of the skin has escaped receiving particles of sub- 
limate cuirtaiucd in the alcohol, there is not a spot e.\}iu.--cd 
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>Lr.v- I'J l-*ic LlL']irL'L;,aiijii (_.t' Il-i’ they t\ill never veiituie 

Ili ulleck any e'au^talice v.iiieli lia> leueiveJ eurreeit'e 
.-_ul iliiiuite. 

\uii .ux.‘ aWiiie tn.tt euii'n^ive -uliliuiar-e tiie ino-t l.itxil 
■[I'li'.iii to iii~eeti tiiat is huov.^il. It is aiiliyutlese'eiit ; .So 
ie cller.hril ; aial tle-v ao? h'.itli tolouiies-:; of couise they 
LMiiju.'t ler.ve a .Sxxtllt helr.iel the!;t. Tiie .Spirit peneti'Lites 
the poles of the shill with WOllueriul Veloeity, deposit.s 
iuvi'i'ijh: p,,rt;cies of the snhliiuate, aiiel tiies off. The sub- 
iiiuiile will not injure the skin, aiiel iiothiiiy cau detach it 
li'oiii the ]eiits wiiei'e tiie alcohol has Lett it.'^ 

i'uis of auiiiads, iuiiuersesl in this -soiutiou, will retain 
their pnistiiie Ln-htiiesS and durability in tiny cliiuate. 

Take the liiiest curled le-atiier irom a lad.y'.s head, dip it 
lu the solution, ,ind .'iiake it ci.-ntly till it he dry : you will 
imd that iho spirit \,'i.l lly oif in ,i tew inimues, not a curl 
in the fe.ither Will 'oe iniur..-d, and the .suhliiuate will pie- 
selVe it tioni the deplieaitioli of the illseet. 

Tei'haps it iiuiy he sati.staeT.'ry ti.i ad..l here, that, some 
ye.ii’s aco, I did :: hud iipxUi this ])lan ill Itenieraia. It 
reliai’.lied iheVe two Vsal'.s. it Was tiiell CollVeVed to 
lluyldud, whei'.' it .stayed five inonihs, and returned to 
DsUieUii.t. Alter heinp I'mir yeans inoie there, it was 
ei.iui'i.N 1 d h.u.k auain through the A est Indies to Eiitiland, 
'Ahiiv it h,,s iiow Ip, . ell iii.ar U\e ca-ais^ unfah.d and 
iiuehaiipi d. 

('ll ivlleetiiu that this hiiil has heen twite in the teni- 
pp ialp- aial toiiiil /.one, anil ri.iiiaiii'.il .sp.pine years in the hot 
and h'auiid ciiiiiate of Itelueiaia, "uiy .six depiees Iroiu the 
line, and wln-ie almost eveiythiny hecpime.s a prev to the 

‘ All ill" 1 . .ui'p-1^ IP,. null- LPI Ipp. tp.Upl..-pL v.illi lU'j .suiuliuii, U1 uipIpt that 
li.i y lll.iy In* pit -i 1 \ I.*l tlUlll lilt* ill pit il lilt 111 ut lliu luotll. I’ilL* 'Ul t. st \\ d v 
' p[ ]'1 'Ull^ l'', t'j tilt* biltl 111 tllL* sulutitjU tjf uul '.LlbllUllltf, 

• 111 iLnii 'll y ii Ijt.iuie } 'ju if ”iu t" ‘ii"-' 1 1 ir. 
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inject, and that it is still as sijiiiid ana liriuht as wlieu it 
was liuit clone, it vcill not he tliouqlit extravagant to 
surmise that this specimen vcill retain its pri'^tiiie form 
and colours for years after tlu' hand ilint stuffed it has 
moiilderod inio dust. 

I have sin evil this art to the ivituvalisls in Brazil, 
h'liyenne, Peinerara, Orooncciue, and Ihnne, <and to tiie 
royal cabinets of Turin anrl Florence. A severe accident 
prevented me from communicating it to the cabinet of 
Paris, acceriling to r.iv p’-omiso. A word or two more, 
and tlien we will conclmle. 

A little time and experience will cnalde you to produce 
a fiiii-h.ed specimen. “iMox .similis vlueri, mnx vora 
volucris," If vionr early performance slimihi not coire- 
spnnd witli yoii.r cxj'oc rations, do md l^d thn.t cast you 
down, 'i’c'u ci'niiot l'-'c.i)iie .-in oilcpt ill at cnee. Tlio 
poor hawk i''i'lf, whicli you liavc' hoon dissootiiig, 

ci'iiitod to ho Ih-ilm.d hcd'civo it (Ini'*' rise on expnndi d 
jiinion; and h.nd fiareidal ri'l <and froyuent practioo ere it 
c'onld soar cvitli saf. tv and ease heynnd t'oe siglit of man. 

Little more remains t('- In? add'd, except that wh.at has 
heen penned down with renar;! to hinls mav he applied, 
m si'ine ine.nsnre. t-' si'ipi-ait-:. iu<"ofj, and fiur-footei! 
a.uimals. 

Should you liml thc^e iiisu’Ui't'.uns tn i todiidu-., li.-t the 
wi^h to give you every iufc'i imi' ion pload in their dof-nrac 
They niiehd liave ln’cn sliortm-; hut iror;i'-e .says, Ly 
Iill louril'o; to he hiicf you lii'Conie ohscure. 

If, i'V their liii'iiiis, von shoiihl ho en.ith d t'S f.rocnre 
specimens from h'veian parts in lietfov pr-'servatioii than 
usual, so that tlie na'uraii't mivliaye it in Ids power to 
give a more fierl'oct ilescription of them thin l.ns hitherto 
been the case ; sluudd tiiey cause nny unknown spocies to 
he hrought into iinhlic viow, amt tlius .eihl n litth' nteire to 
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F.'r.uv- tliu pau't! of natural liistoiy, it \vill please me much. But 
they, unfortunately, tend to cause a wanton expense 
of life ; should they tempt you to shoot the pretty song- 
ster warbling near your door, or destroy the mother, as she 
In .sitting on the nest to warm her little ones ; or kill the 
father, as he is bringing a mouthful of food for their sup- 
port ; — oil, then ! — deep indeed will be the regret that I 
ever wrote them. 

Adieu, 

ClI.VKLES W.XTEETOX. 
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EXP LAXATOr.Y INDEX. 

A. 

Ai aiai:!. — T lii^ is tLe I’O'iiioU' liuiu nf tiu- Hny.iwa, or 

tree. i. At/ 

It i< roil liTli lifowii. iMtlii-i- iiMi'.'l'UT’ut aii'l bi’ittle, AVlieu 
jiLuttI on tli‘ lA’o. <ij-. e'.oii ,,n ,, pieto of iron 

no.iilv rol-lr it n olt - i.-ol iii n toi'niT bublilt''. wliieh on 
bre.iltiiin’ tlirow out n; — ot a li'Liily n rfuniCLl smolco, very 
much i't;oer:ibliinr that i the I'Uict: iiii- 'ii'i'. Air, AVateitou 
yave lue a laiyo j.ioco of it, an 1 xiheii .le-ci'ibiug the manners 
ami cuTtioiiis of <;ui,un to my ettv'ts 1 li.ive oft;u gratitiel 
them with the fr.igr.int '•nioke of tho Ac.ii.iri. The natives 
Toiaot 'iiie.s Imrn lump', of it a^ torches. 

Til his 7 ,’." 0 //s. AV.ifeitoii fiTTjuently gives diseonneiteil 
ph'ces of iniormaf ioii wliicli are extieniely tmeful tvhoii 
eniploved as aihlitions to the !!'///■ A For extanilo, 

tvlu'ii tieatiiig of the ti.uTe tvimls, im nmkes th.e following 
roinarks on tho ac liari gum : — 

'• In ( oii.i iia there i' a tri'o called ll.iyiw.i; it inodtiees a 
dolioioii-lt -smollinu rc-iii, tit fm-iuccimo. When the Indians 
stop on tlio lianl:' (d’ ■■ i i', or for th.- ii'ght . tla y ,ii t' mncli in 
tiio ii d.ii of hnrning th's n 'in r, r its tine and whole'oiiK' 
.scent. It is found in a h.nd .mil Inmiiy stite. all down tho 
.sido of tiie tiee from vidch it li.ts oozed. It is .iKo seen on 
tiie toot of i]'o tn e. ,iiid inci'ig ciMtel villi th.e s,ind. 
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■■ \Maen we hnJ taken up our niglitly cpiarters on tlie bank 
of the Essequili >, many a time wo perc‘iveJ tliis Jeliglitful 
fragrance of tlie ][.iyawa. which came down the bed of the 
river to the place where we were, in a direction cjuite opposite to 
the trade wind. YIv Indians knew b\' this that other Indians 
were encamped for the night on the river side above us.” 

In appearance the Acaiari much resembles the kaurie or 
cuwdie gnin of Xew Zealand, which exudes from a species of 
pine, and. like the Acaiari. i.-- often found in l.irge lumps im- 
bedded in the s.md. It is imported in great quantities, as an 
excellent vainish i' made of it. 

Tlie Tlayawa tree grows plentifully on the E.sseqtiibo in 
loose =andy .‘loil. The wood is not much u-ed because it 
decays on exposure to weather, hut, on account of its per- 
fume. it i.s lecommcnded for naturalist’s boxes and cabinets. 
It runs ti.i about fifty feet in height. The gum is soinetiines 
known a- lle.-in of Konima. 

Aowcur iliiiSf/jirucft'. nrr.ni'hi ) — This is one of tlio (’’avies, of 
which there are .several .species. The teeth, which are u.sed 
as sights fta- the blow-gun, are the two incisors of the lower 
jaw, A lump of ‘‘kunimanni” wax is heated and fixed to 
the tube. The teeth are then laid upon it nearly parallel 
to each mher, with the conve.x side upiward.s, and pressed into 
the wax. 'When the weapon i.s hiuught to this country, the 
wax hpcomc.s hrittle, and the teeth are apd to he Lroken ofl'. 
In tr.ivcdling, the only hop'eof pre-erving this ingenious hack- 
>ii;ht, is by wrapjiing it in a piece of linen, and then covering 
it with a thick layer of tow or cotton wool. 

The .--ize of the xVermri i.-, about oipial to that of a large 
r.ihliit. aijil it-. Ilesh cati he eaten, although it is very dry and 
h.i-- -carcely a ji.irticle of fat. 

A< n r.o Siina times called Aqniio Llst/vavo'gc,/ nruJt fituhi ). 
A nmcies of palm. The fruit is Used in lien of butter, and 
rh-> ios.-i.. v im r. ar*'- s-pherierd, v>-ry h.srd. .and ns black as 
cbr.ny, nie rut lino table n-ip-kin lines. Ac . imt hke the nut 
'I the vpget.ililc ivorv. 
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^-Eta (JIavfitia /Ie:cuosi(). — This is a paluj, wliiuh. in favour- 
able situations, attains an enormous size, sometimes beini; 
upwards of a hundred feet in height before the blanches, or 
rather leaves, are reached. As this great pj.dm is widely 
spread and is conspicuous, it has received various names. 
YVaterton calls it AEta. spelt b\- otliers Ita or Itah. Eut 
the name by which it is mo-.t generally known is Moriche, or 
Alurichi. Of this splendid palm, Kingsley write.s as follow ' 
in At Lad : — 

“The noble Aloriclie p.dm delights in wet, at least in 
Trinidad and on the lower Orinoco; but Sehoinbuigk describes 
forests of them — if, indeed, it be the same species — as growing 
in the mountains of Guiana up to an altitude of four thousand 
feet. 

“The soil in which they grow here G half pitch piavemeiit, 
half loose brown earth, and over botli, shallow piools of water, 
which will become much deeper in the wet season ; and all 
about float or lie their pretty fruit, the size of an app)le. and 
scaled like a tir cone. They are last year .s. empty and de- 
cayed. The ripe fruit contains tirst a rich pulpy nut. and at 
last a hard cone, something like that of the tcwetable ivory 
palm {F/ii/te/ejj/ius nuau'vryirj'a) which trrows in the mainland, 
but not here. Gelicious they are, and precious to nionkevs 
and parrots, as well as to the Orinoco Indians, among whom 
the Jamunac.s, according to Humboldt, say, tliat whim a man 
and w'om.an survived that great deluge, which the Afexicans 
call the age of water, they ca.st behind them, over their heads, 
the fruits of the Aloriche pialm. as Deucalion and Pynha cast 
stones, and saw the seeds in them produce men and women, 
who re peopled the eaith. No wonder, indeed tliat certain 
tribes look on tliis tire as s.icred, or that the missionaiies 
should have named it the tree of life.'’ 

Humboldt give.s the follnwdng eloipieiit account of this 
]'alm ill bis /V/'.se/ai/ Aarratnf — 

“ In the se.i'Oii of inundations these eluinp.- of Alauritia. 
with their b aves in the form of a fan, have the ajipearam e 
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I'f ;i lore't tVoiu tLe bo^oia of tlio v.wter^. The navi- 

g.it'ir in pi-' ahjii:,' the ehaiiuel^ of tSio delta of the 
i irhi'iiM at iiinlit. >■.■0-' veit'n surpvi>e the ^uuiaiit of the palm- 
ti-', O' illaniiaed uy Lnne tn-cs. The^e are the h:ihitatioiis of 
llio (tu.Li I rivhiva-? and TVaiawet!.-' of 1 ! ileiah). which 

..re 'ii^peiide 1 fi-.jin the trunk'; of th-? tre^'^. These tribe.s hang 
up 111, Ur. iu th.r air. viTii.-h they lill with earth, and kindle 
a Liyri- ■ u' loont tl ly the iiie nece''ary for their h.ttisehold 
w.ait'. Tiio v h ov, cd iiioir liberty and their political in- 
d, 1 i.'.cleiu.- for ,t.' - to the ■pi.ikintr and sw.iinpy .«oil, which 
they [.I'S otev in the tiaie '>i dr.ntght. and on which they 
.ih i.e kiioa lion to oaik iu .security to their solitude in the 
ih'li I (if t.i - ' h'lrioc >. to their abode on the tree.'i, where 
it'licou-- will prol.ably never lead aiiv American 

\ Hi ( ~. 

■■ ’li'i- .M.iui'iti.i ydiii-tr. e. the f/->' of the nii.isionarie--. 

ii' i ouly aiionU the ‘bi.ir.tou> a .>,tfe dwelling during the 
-0,0-- if iho iiriii ico. bur its -helly fruit, it.s farinaceous 
[cr'i .ts pd..e. .ihoiii.iliiu iii .'.c c’l.irine matter, and the tibre.s 
i’l putjolc'. r.iii i'll till 111 with fi'Oil. wiuo, atnl thrnid 
proptr for i.r.r.ii'c tiiol' iiid wo.avino hammocks. Tho.'O 
. ’i-i' "t iliu li.iiini' of lb.' ih U.i of the Orinoco were fi.und 
1 ii'iiiil) 11 toe I bilf ■ : I'.tihii 1 1 'r.iba). and iu the greater 
p I'C of :L iir;.,.' ! md' between the Guerapiiche and the 
u 'll 11' i t ■ \ii II, I' i' curious to oli'Orve in the lowe.'t 

■ h e) : ' i.'i,; ■ ."ivili ' I'ion the o.xi'teneo of a whole tribe 

oi ' e'ellu_ 1 i. ' I'ulc ''O'c.c' lot p.iliii'trec, ''luiLir to tlir'C 
M -i ' '' V, h 1 h ,1 i u oi e .iii.l the '.iii.e llow or. or on cue and 

'bc'.icni.t.ipLf.- 

, o 1 '■ I I I'iic ii'isd by 1 1 uui' lildt , i' .iiiollier 

’ ik ri . of I’o \. ,oi \Yir,,',v. n e of the n.itive tribes. ,i 

., i. r i. h e„ lb - . -irioi:' Ln-. 

111.' ih 1 ' II the I.iei.t,-.- ubefe tl 0 Yloricbe grows. aiG in 
b' '■ li'iiU '1 o. '. 1 .,’..’^ I.i.nle of tiie ba-a! pelt of the leaf- 
'd’ 1 i! , 1 t ! , • 1 lot .iiid li,i\e to lie tencwid, evei'V 

'' •' '1 y b ' .-’i.e M'l'i’e I- alv..i\ ' I^leiitiful. at,d any 
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native can make these sandals as well as twi-t the thongs 
from the outer tibres of the same loaf, tliere is nn dirtievtlty 
in keeping up the sujiply. 

Al. — See Sloth, Three-toed. 

Ai.niror.i: ( y'/o'/u/'es — A-, it> --(■ientiric name im- 

plies, it is closely related to the celebrated tunny. It is a 
voracious Imh, and is easily taken bv a liook vlien tliere is 
a smart breeze, and the ship is ^i.init sudfcly througli the 
water, but in a calm, the Albicoiv br-comes suspicious, and 
will not come ne.ar tlie ship. 

Ai.t.icator. — See Cayman. 

,\.Aiii.NoA (iVe/»s oiihi.iijii '). — This Very rmiiaikable bird 
bel'ings to the hnpoitant group of the Pelic.ms. and is a 
mighty catcher of fish. It pau'sues it~ pi’ey in a luo-t 'ingular 



fashion. It crawks along some rock or t leo-.stiimp. vliich 
overhangs the water, and .sits .-d niotionks, tb.it it is 
scarcely distinguisliable. When it -ocs ,i ii.sii witliin kmcIi, it 



i;xr'LANATi ii;v ixdkx 


■ li'op^ into tile water 'O silently th.it the river .seems us if it 
were made of oil. It is an exeellent swimmer, keeping its 
btly submerged, and writhing its long and pliant neek in so 
serpentine a m, inner th.it it has often been ini'taken for a 
water snake 

In e ins.upiene? of .\ hiblt of d.iiting it.s long neck and 
p iinted be ik through the foliige among which it is resting, 
it h i^ liven c illeil tin' T)irter. S-imetirnes it is known bv the 
name of Ituckl.ir 

-VvT, Illack ( /'nm /-If — It is one of the largest and 

ino-t ven.imous of the Ants, and is hei'e given of its natural 
size. 

The sting of this Ant is not only p.tiuful. but absolutely 
dangerous. iMr. Brown mentions th it one of his men neaily 
lost his life from the .stings of three of these terrible Ants. 
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Indeed, so much ai-e they dm.ided. that travellers have been 
f.iirly turned nut of their hoU'CS bv the entrance of only a 
few Aluniris, as they aie called. 

-An I, 1 'oU'hie {O’ro Imtiii cf/i/iii/iifi n). — ('ou'hips are veritable 
pi igues ill tr ipic.tl America. They make burrows in all 
diiectinns, soiuotimes entering houses and giving no notice of 
their presence until their tunnel is broken, in -which case, the 
iuhabit. lilts have to vacate the premises for a time. I knew 
of ail iust.ince where the ( 'oushies ruined a gold mine for a 
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time, breaking into it witli a tunnel some eighty yards in 
length, and letting in a torrent of water, whieh broke down 
the niaehineiyv, and washed away all the siioports, so that the 
mine had to be dug afresh. 

Alnreover, the stronghold of the (Ani'liie-s had to be dis- 
covered and destroyed, a long and costly task, only to be 
undertaken by men who make it their .speci.al bnsines.s 



When a tunnel h.as been traced to the ne.st, a large dome is 
built over it, filled with wood and suljdiiir. and cdo.sed except 
a few openings for the admission of air. 

The wood is then lighted, bellows are inserted into the 
holes, and negro slaves work the bellows day and night until 
all the futd is exhausted. Perhap.s there may be a dozen 
burrows radiating from the nest. These are di.scovered by 
the smoke rising from their entrances, which are stopped up 
and marked. 

When the file h.is ceased, the hole.s for the bellows ai e 
stopped, and the ne-'t is left for several days, that not one 
Ant is left in it alive. Then the tuunehs are laiel op>en from 
beginning; to end, and tilled up with cl.iy r.iinmed into tliern 
The tropical ,sun soon b.ikes the clay a.s hard as brick, and 
not until tlien is the locality coiisideied as safe. 

Air. B. Brown met with rather a ludicrous incident in 
which the t'oushies were caught in their own trap : 

‘‘ I had a small tin can, shaped like a .sandwich box, with a 
layer of ccpik in the bottom, in which I pinned any curious 
insects met with. One night our camp was not far from the 
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ainl a li.iii'l tliL'C Cl-' aturei uoT into the in-ect C'a>e. de- 
])")^iled li.e!]- Lm.U r,f eai-Ji, aial tlna 'Ct te v.'Oi’k 1o dr^trnr 
all ]]iv Mil ill hilt ^■l!"iee cell -etion in the ino^t iieartle'S 
iiianiiei'. 'J liev ee, rn.ihle to cariy olt tlie iii.~eet<. attei' 
ruttii'g tlieiii iiji. owiiiL'' to the cm veil ah.ipe nl the sides of the 
hex jaevi ntiia;' their eyre", and were thus neatly traiiped.’’ 
iu'i rt ie eoiiiotimcs called hy the nauie of ^al;ha. 

^V\r. kuiall Ih-d I d / ml — This is popuLtrlv 

called the Fire Ant. on acciaiut of the .sharpiii'S of its stinp. 
The .same tiaveller. v.Lo trapped the cousliies. himself fell a 
vicTiii to t Im Fh-e .\iir 

‘mAi this place 1 ohseiveJ a tall, .straight .s.tpliiig. witli a 
I'l gill, Illy ariMiiged sti h ol hr,inehc‘s in one or two .sets iieir 
its top. Taking a inaeii. te, or cutLi'S. I gave the tree a blow 
willi the inteii'ioii of cnitiiig it do\\n, aiid v.is in the act of 
raising myli.nd to ihiiver allot!. er, v hen I received two or 
tiii'ie .sharp stings on the b.ick of the neck, vhicli fcdt like 
spuks of tile, and piiidiicod .such a dcinoiMlizing effect upon 
my nervt'.s. tliat I droiped the cutl.iss und lied. 

“ I li.tstily i.r.sed my li.md to my neck, and seized two or 
three liilig-h.idii d. .imhi-r-i olonred .Vnts. whieh had hoen dis- 
lodged tioii 1 he trie hy the j.ir prud.m cd hv the hlow, and 
iiidf illeii iipi 11 me. The.se .\nts al\.,iys iidmhit this kind of 

1 1 ee. lii'itig .ii the Imsc of its h-.if st.dl.s, d’iie pain did Hot 
leive lee tor over an hour aftei'u.iids, ami m.tile me feel 
e'o'eediligly rmiled ,ilid IMoth.'’ 

s,-ia ral ti a vellei s h.ive t'dd me that each .sting feels like a 
I'l ,1 hoi needli' tliii'st inio the skiji^ th * only ditlerenee being 
til it the pun o* the iiCeille v.'ould sOoii J.e aivav, while th.it 

ol the st.iiio i-i ,11. rills. 

Ih'Te is muih more to he s.iid ahout the Ants of Gni.iiia. 

hill sp.a'i- is tin.) llirdtld fol luvtller desci'i j it jo j a 

's la.-ts in tiei-s — Tnes,. me evidently Termites, so 
gr 11. i.illy misi died \\ lute .'.nis. (in,- of tie ir 110-1 s i.s mil 

1 1- .k ij ] I V I \\ . — 



i;X!'l.AX,V'li)i;v [XUhX 


:;.;i 


"We pa^.seJ too, in tLe path, an object cuiious enough, if 
not beautifal. Up a .smooth stern ran a little rib, seemingly 
of cartli .uni dcail wooJ, almost straight, and about half an 
inch acro.ss, leading to a great brotvn lump among the branches, 
as big as a bu.'-liel basket, XVe broke it oj'en, and found it 
a covered gallery, swarming with life. Brown, aut-like crea- 
tures, white, maggot like cieaturc.s, of several sliape.s and 
sizes, weie hurrying up and down, as bu.-,y as human beings 
in Che qj^ide. They weie Termite^. " white .-lut.s ’’ — of which 
of the many .species I know not — and the lump above was 
their nc't. But tvliy tliey should find it wBe.st to pack tlieir 
nest aloft is as diiiicult to guess, as to guess why they take 
the trouble to build thi.s gallery up to it, in-tead of w.dking 
up the .stem in the open air. It may be that they are afi.tid 
of birds. It may be. too, that tJiey actii.dly di.'like the 
light. At all events, the majority of them— the woikers and 
.soldiers, I believe, without e.vceptioii — are blind, and do all 
their wuik by an intensely develo[ed ^cii.'O of touch, and it 
may be of smell and hearing also. Be tliat a> it may, we 
should liave seen them, had we li.id time to wait, repair the 
breach in the galleiy, with as much di.seipline and division of 
labour as average human workmen in a manufactory.'’ 

Ants’ nests on ground. Also Termites. 

A.nt Bi;.u!, oi! tiiii’AT Am'-i: {Miii-nicroj.hnijii 
— A'ateiton’s .statement that it could bo a dangerous foe was 
long di.scrcditcd. Kow, as Watertoii lias rescued so m.xiiy 
animals from the evil report that they were dangeioii', he 
might have been believed wlieii be .said that the Ant bear, 
though it never attacks without provocation, is a teiribie 
antagnni.-.t when iirit ited. -\s ii.su.il, Watertmi wms liglit and 
the critics wrung. In Brown’.s L'umji. Lin i,> Ci'hi,,!' there is 
a .store of a duiildy f.ital light hetwecii an Ant-bear and .i 
native, wliich completi ly corroborates Waterton's statement. 

" We had not gone m.iny miles before tlie guide lost the 
path, and we all .se.ittered to look for it. In doing so, 1 
walked .ilmost on the top of a slei ping Ant be.ir, wliieh. 
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'prino'in^ up, sat on it^ liiiid legs, and gra-pcd at me with 
itv huge fore cl.iw.s. I spi-.ing (piickly to one .side, and thus 
e-e.ijied. Thinking that it was good eating, I shot it, but 
tlie Indians said th.it it was not whole.some food, altliough, 
from the Lfreat interest tliey took in seeing it killed, I thought 
it was. [W'.iterton say.s th.it its He.sh is good eating.] 

‘■These large Ant-eaters are very d.ingerous customer.s, 
•■inj have been known to kill men. William told me that an 
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Irnll ;ili. livin X iioav Roraima, wa> hunting in the forest to the 
ii'U’th of that mount. lin with ^ome others, itrmeil with his Ion" 

c 

blow pipe Tn returning home, c uisiihu'ablv in mlvanoe of 
tbe re-.t of the party, it i< >upj»osed that he -siw a voung 
Aiit-euter. ;iiui, takiFiii" it up in hi'i ariii.s, was cariwing it 
bi'iijf. when its mother gave ch.i-e. overtook, and killed him ; 
fcr. when Ids cimipinion^ caiue up. tlu‘v found him lying 
ilead on his face in the eiitbrace of the Ant-beir, one of its 
laige claw'.s ii.tving entered h,s lieart. In the strug;^le ho 
had managed to stick his knife behind his back into the 
animal, wdiieh bled to death, but not before the poor fellow 
ha'l succumbed to its terrible hug. 
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'■ It was evideut that he had only heard the Ant-eater 
coining when it was clo.se npoia him. and in turning round 
to look, his blow-pipe got caught across the path in front of 
him; then, as he turned to run, it formed a bar to his pro- 
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gress, and he fell over it as the animal .seized him. So firmly 
had the animal grappled him, that to separate it from the 
corpse the Indians had to cut off its fore-legs.” 

Ant-Be.\r (Smaller ) — i'i/c!of/iurits didactiih's. ) 
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This is a very mv.eh smaller animal than the (Treat Ant- 
liear, aiiJ while the one feeT'> on iii'ects whieh it lliuls in the 
ground, so does the other subsist on the ants and termites 
whieh live in tree-, its tail i-, leii^' and prehetmile, and when 
ili~'.,.cted its libs aie seen to be .so fiat, so thin, and so wide 
that this part of the .skeleton reminds the observer of the 
bands of all ariiiadillo. The very charaeteristic sketch of a 
Little Ant-eater in rej-'Ose was elrawn by a laely. and lent to 
the late ( Kinysley. from who.se deliyliCful At Lu^t it is 
t tken. 

*\.\ i jaiji-' -1 liCse are al.so oalled sVnt-Thriishe.s. and belona 
to the geiius Pitt.a. They are all thick-bodied birds, with large 
lie, ids. long logs, short tails, and very strong bills, as perhaps 
is needful, considering' the food on which they almost entirely 
.subsist. The largest of them is called the Ldant Pitta, and 
is abi.iul cou.ii in size to onr Knglish rook. It is a native of 
■''iiriiiam, 

Si-vor.il species of Ant-Thriish .ire to be found in India 
They tiiid an Engli.sh representative in the well-known 
Pipper of our streams and Likes. 

Aruox. — Thi.s ornament, for it ean hardly be called a dre.ss. 
is inadi' ot v.iriotis sizes, the avc rage being that of the beautiful 
e.vample shown in the illnstratioii. and drawn from a specimen 
in my collection, ft is eight inches in width, and four in 
ilepch. and the colour.s are most artistically arr.mged. so as 
to produce deliiiite p.itterUs in blue, yellow, gieeii, eariiiine 
eli.ili^ wiiite, and op.upie vt-ruiilion. nther specimens are 
r.ither Lager, and sdiup are not h.ilf tlm size. According to 
-^Ir, L. B. Ilrown. the ,\ccoway trilio s|.,.iii to be the best 
-Vpron makers. 

I st.u’ted fioui the \\ cyniunou Linding anil ualkcd to the 
villige, which consisted of four or live jialm-thatched houses 
villi (jpeii si,|,.s. .situated ill a clearing, in wliich dwelt some 
\. else Indiins 

1 w.is striu-k witli the ui-rnner in wliich the men of the 
plaee Were tiieir ]i,iir, allowing it tC' grow long ,iud fall f.u- 
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below tbeii' sbouklers. giving them a very feminine appear- 
ance. Tile lie.el man had liis hair bound round at the end 
with cord in such a manner that it stuck out at a, right angle 
behind. The old fellow’ .s corporation projected in front quile 
as far his pig-tail did behind, and gave him a most ridicu- 
lous a]ipearanoe. iSieilher lueii nor women had ei'ebrows, 
having, according to Indian custom, plucked them out. Their 
upper lips and both .sides of the mouth were tattooed with 
blue curved lines. The dress of the vvomen wa.s exceedingly 
simple, consi, sting only of a small cotton and bead-work 
apron, made fast to a cotton cor<l round the body above the 
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hijis. The apu'On, called a ‘ qiieyoii,’ is manufactured by the 
V c.irer in a mo.st ingenious nmnuer. each bead being slijij)ed 
on the cotton thread in its 2’roiei’ place as it is being woven. 
T’lie jiatterns of tliese dres'-es are marked out with red. bine, 
and white be.ids. and they generally have an ornamented 
bolder.” 

.\k\s. — T hose m.agniticent biiaK aze pofazlaily known as 
Alac.ivcs, The Idiie and Yellow Al.'.c.iw i> scientilivilly tezmcil 
.l/'o o/vo'uoao, and the Sc.uhu aiid blue Ylacaw i.s .(/'f/ //aovoo 
both bird-, are tamed by the natives, and kept about their 
hou-eq in Conqi.iny with sj-iiler muiikev.s and other jots. 
T’iu ir long and -jlcndid t.dl ftathei- ;iie iiiiich u-ed in the 
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manufacture of he iJ ili esses, some tine examples of which are 
in XVaterton’s miis' urn. 

Aemadillo (/Ji(si/pn.i </,<:) — There are several species 

of ArmaJillo, hut this is the one mentioned by Waterton. 
The Niue-banded Armidilhi is called (fachicame. 

Aer'jus, Blow-gun. — The?e wonderful little Arrow's are 
about nine or ten indies in length, and not thicker than a 
lady's steel knitting-needle. Indeed, these Arrows (without 
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tlio poi.snni W.iuld an-wcr very well for knitting. The leaf- 
rib of tliH coucourite palm is, wlien dry. very hard and elastic, 
althougli like .-tod. it combines l.rittlencs- with Imrdiie.ss and 
e:a,-tidty. It i- aKo a heavy w-ood. for Arrows made of light 



EXPLAXATUliY IXDEX. 


woods never fly true. I have made imitations of the^e Arrow .s 
in many kinds of wood, and found yew to he the best. The 
end which is destined to receive the poison is beautifully 
tapered by means of the pirai tooth sharpener, and can, in 
consecpience of its hardne.ss. be brought to a wonderfully fine 
jioint. Owing to their very small size, a hundred or more can 
be carried in the quiver, and they are arranged as shown in 
the illu.stration, taken from my own specimens. 

The first illustration re2uesent.s a few of these Arrows linked 
together as described. 

I may mention that the strings at the ends of the central 
stick are double The Arrows are laid one by one between the 
strings, a single turn being made between each Arrow, and 
they are kept in their places by a coujde of sliding knots, 
which can be moved up and down the strings. The Arrows, 
when in their places, bear some re'euiblanoe to the jreciiliar 
mats used for cream chee.ses. and perhajrs a still gre.itcr le 
semblance to the parallel straws once emjiloyed by milliners 
in the operation of '• gauffring ’ muslin, crape, and other fine 
textures. 
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It will be ."cen th.it the Arrow.' can be rolled round the 
stick and tied together, and if one of the Arrow.' be wanted, it 
Can easily be jui'hLd between llie .'jickc' of the wheel without 
dihtrrrbing the roll. 

By some trihe.s. the wheel is not enq.lotcd, hut the stick 
J'ldjeets sirtiiciently to protect the hand, and is generallv 
forked at the top. 

Xow for tlie Arrow as prepared for tlie hluwgini. The 
wold cotton, to which Waterton alludt.s, i.s .soft, eellnw in 
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riiiDur, ainl line in tllire but tlic libre^ are teo .'liort In tit ;t 
for iiianiif.ictnro into thread, and for tins purpose llie native 
has recourse to another jjlant belonging to the genus b’e-.vyy.A/i/o 
or to the .silk-gi.a^s. 

The accoinjvinying illnstration shows the Arrow when com- 
plete. In order to make the cotton adhere better to the 
Arrow, the Litter is .sliglitly rubbed with Kuruuianni wax, 
and some of the cotton monldel round it in a sort of spindle 


shape, It is, in the thickest p,irt, .slightly wider than the 
till).' of the blow-gun. so as to leave no windage when pro- 
pflli'd by the bre.ith. 

t iiio of the clii.-f diliiculiies in putting in the cotton i.s to 
HI ike it exactly 'Vnimotric.d. for if one .side be in the least 
longer ili-ui the other, it c.iiinot lly straight, The cotton is 
tiel on in a .sert of chequer patten, with a very tine fibre of 
silk grass, and some time i.s occupiied in doing it pii'operly. 
Jiut, a n.itlve cares nothing about time, es^jecLilly when a 
f.uiliy .\rrow may eo.st him a meal 

lie geuer.dly prepaies about ten or twelve for the blow- 
gnu. leisurely litting ,iud tying the cotton while l}ing in his 
li.iiiimock. Those are ke}! in the ipiiver for jire.sent lue. the 
others forming a reserve. Should he mis.s his aim while shoot- 
ing. he does not aearch for hi.s Arrow, but tako.s another. 

The lorce with whicli thcsO tiny woi['Ons can be jirojiolled 
is really wonderful. They can kill birds on the top.s of lofty 
trees will I’e they , ire l.ir beyond the reach of a shut gun. I have 
so'.it them a hiiinbed y.irds. and h.ive no doubt that a -M.icoU'hi 
ImLau eould project them much farther. They are iierfectly 
111. .solos,. invisible, so that when one bird is shot, 

•lUothor on tin- s.uno troe will unt tako .il.irm. 

Aiiiaiws, — T'R,.,,. ,,f consider.iblo leiigtli, some of 
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them beim: ■'ix feet IJow they ;ire m.e'ie ainl u-eil i-s 

shown !iv Xri’. C. B. lirewn in hi' work on (iuhina. 

‘•Our men frequently shot eleep-hodieJ. silvery sealed iijh. 
called cirtabae [TtJ m rus Inhi.o. and another s(jmewhat 

similar fish called pacn (J/y/iPs jKim). The male of the 
latter has a large deep body of a dull goldfish colour, while 
the female is of a dull l)luish brown. Their llc'h is firm, and 
of a 2ieculiarly pleasant nuttv tlavour. The}' h.xve even rows 
of teeth shaped like the incisors of mammals. The.se fish 
browse iqiou the aquatic jdauts in the swift running watei', 
and are easily shot, vhen feeding near the surface, by tlio',.' 
skilled in the u.se of the bow and arrow. 

“The bows tint our men ti'cd for this jmrpO'e had been 
procured from tlie Indians of tlie intei'ior. They were veiy 
Jcjiig and straight, and m.ide of h.'i'd la-d wood. The shafts 
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of the Arrows were made of hmg straiglit reeds — the tlower- 
stalks of the wild cane — tightly bound to a short pii'ce of 
extremely tough wood inserted at one end, e.illed a ■ 'liimara- 
.slierie ’ nr ‘ wire ca.sh.’ Tlie end of the latter fits into an iron 

■ai-rnw liead. to vliicii it is atlaeiied by .i | cord in such 

a way. tliat when the point pierces the ri-li the b.irbed lieail 
eoines oil the amev end but still remains att.mlit d to it liv 
the cord. Ibis allow s the siiatt fri ei jd.ii. s,, licit during the 
stiuggles nf rile fisli it is not biokon. Ninietimes a light 
cotton cord of about fifteen fi^et in lengtii is m.ide fast to the 
wire easii, one i nd being attaclied lo tli,. l,.ft hand of the 
tishernian. hi n tlie fisli i- within a short distance of the 

man the latter lit, ily the Arrew, and .ihmng a few in hes 

n J: 
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below tbe li-li. to ollow tui' refi;iL'tioii, eti’ikei it ill the body. 
’I’iie ti'.b, jiiereed bv tbe barbed point ivlneli reinahis in it, 
beiim now ill direct counuunicatioii vrith tke man ^ li ind by 
meaiA nl the corii, i^ ea.eily 1 . aided. 

Tile illn-tratioii of the b -ad of one of tbe>e arrows i.s taken 
ii'oiu a 'peonue-n in luy collection. Tke ‘ skiiuara-.elierie ’ is 

111. ole of lettci-wooil, 7.C., eeliicli i- wciolity as well hard, so 

tli.it. t icftk.-r with the iron liead, the fore p.irt of the arrow 
i.a he i vy en. mjli to enable the weapon to penetrate the water, 
•''oiiietiii.e, it 1- U'cd lor catihiim turtle, and then is shot high 
into the .111- -M .1, t,i i.ill perpeiidicnlarly on the tiirtle'-S hack. 

Aiiioav, Hog. — 'J’h■.■^ weapon is ijuite as large as the tisli 
.ivrow w hii h li.i- iu't been de'Cidied. and. with the exception 
ot tl.e 111 .ob u .ide in much tic -.ane iiiannt-r. It is used 
fir 'hi.ntnig wild h’g'. capt ^•.■,ra. tapirs, and the larger 
111' iii'i-ey-. ( n.i ■ of tin. princip.d objects iii putting the head 

I 1 I'nl^ in.o .1 ~iiu.i"e. i.r r.ithi r. obluiig hole. is. thit the .shaft 

ells to tile gioiiiid .aid c.iii he picked up hy the hunter and 
I'l >1 .ig.an wiiii .1 1 1'e.'h po'.iil. d'lius, he need not trouble 

II lie- ll l.) ciiry iicre th ai a coujde of shafts, and, as a 

iTn.ai.iii nal've in'. er takes any trouble tliat ho can avoid, 
till'' .1 n .iiigi.'ii eiii suits Iniii admiiahlv. 

1 1 lice hippilied to s.iy to T\ atel'toli that T suppo.st'd a 
1 .i.r.e , ouhi e,.-ily t d"Wn and make a flesh Arrow, and was 




I 'i;. ;■ In • [i.illid up' .Is liaiiic -hown ignoiance of the 
Ac lU'tiji.i-.. li.r, as AN.iterton giajihicallv put it. all 
iiiin 1.1 a-i' L.II., ll 1,1- e,.n -w.ilh, m.ver walks if ho can 
■ ' u 1 ic.,ii It- a 111 , .ai lie div.u Ail .\rrow making 
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'I'he illa-.tr.itloii lejn e'C-ut--, tiie lieail ut' uiie nt’ the Arrows 
in iny eolleelinn, one tignre -howin" it readv to be pLiceil 
oil the bow. and the other a^. covered with iti b.uuhoo guard. 
The native ia .so cautions about tlie woiir.ili. that he never 
u-es any cutting instrmneiit win ii the poison is uncovered. 
Lst he might scratch hiiuselt, and .some of the wourali find its 
way into the wnnnd. lie never carries tlie hog-.irrow without 
its guard, and if an uncovered allow be pointed at him. he is 
as much frightened as we should he if aimed at witli a loaded 
rule. 

The feathers are generally tliose of the wild turkey. 

Aiikuw. laappu or Poison-woud. — I cannot find that this 
weapon is antwliere n entioned hv Wateiton. although he 
l)rou.;ht home many specimens, and ir.ive me 'O'eial i f them, 
describing their pioperties. which are veiy neaily identical 
with those of wotiiali. .Mr. (' 1 '.. Ihov.n gives an amu'ing 
ncconiit of a controversy hetuceii tliiee' hunteis. ( ine named 
Parmu was well ahead of the others, shot a wild hog with a 
llapptt Arrow, and. knowing tliat it inii't fall, went after the 
rest of the held, leaving the poisoned head in the wound. 
Presently, an .ther hunter c.iii.e tip. tired at the hcg. and as it 
(lid not run away, thought tli.it he had inllicteda fatal wouiul. 
Hunter number tliree imw came iiji. and al-o find with the 
sau.o I'e-uk. 

■’tin the return of tlie men. this hog was km iked on the 
head, the poisoned Anow pulled out. and the animal brought 
to the boat, w heii P>en cl.iiiiied it as the result of his prowe'S. 

< triliiths was astounded at this. decLn'iiic tliat he li.id slain it 
hliiisolt A h, II. li.iwi.ver. it li.id been 'C.ilded ,ind sci.ipct, it 
was found that not a siiiule s]ii,t had touched it. ami tlie 
Arr.rwhcad forined its only W'. mid 'I'he siilijei-t was a sore 
one for hotli mon atter their w.irni discussion, ami it wasfie- 
puently brought up by tlie re't of the p.irty. when the topic 
of Cl ,ii\ ersatioii tiirm-d on sliootiiic 

I'lie same tiavolioi ilu-s descrdie- the iiiauuf lotiire of the 
.Vri'ow. 

l; I, - 
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W'e ui'rivfil at .i -smooth, oj eii river hewaul the 
Thipids. The in the-^e rapids and a river near by are 

so called from the exi'teuee of a peculiar species of tall and 
graceful bamboo v\hich Houiishes there, nut being found 
fiirthi-r north. Piec-a.s of the .stem of this bamboo are dried 
and u-ed bv the Indians a' Arrow heads, which are said to 
pos-css similar juopeitics to the far famed wourali pioison. 
Thev split u[i tile 'tern, and dry the piiece.s over a tire, and 
then shape them into lance heads, which they fasten on the 
einhs of Arron '. XVild aniuials wounded liy these Arrows are 
at once eompletely paralyzed, and in that condition easily 
desp, Itched. Thi.s b.unboo i' tall, grow.ng singly, and not in 
I'luiiip'. troia a mas' of matted loots, like the common 

balllhoo.'’ 

The head' are about 'i.x inches in length, and are .shaped 
like willow leaves. 

For the ipiivi rs employed for the blowo;,,], liog-arrow s. 
■•(piiver" 

Al; la -11 1 , 1, 1 1 P/////0 a////// I'/ It II It/ . t- It IS described Oil 

pace oii',1 

.\iniow I’m '1 t Mti/iiiifti ll|■ll|ll/illl.tl•^:ll.) — This is a sort of 
I lie, with brinul. branching leave,s and white tiowers. 
Saver.il spi cies aie cnltiv.ited for food. 

.\w\i.\(',. ( anv.is — l.ater traveller.s li.ive proved the value 
of W'atertoii's e.xperieiiee. X'othiiig is so certain to liriiig on 
the dr. aded feviu’ than the drenching rain which is so common 
ill I diiana. especiallv when the rain storm comes on at nicht, 
.\' the average teiiiper.itui e .it ipglit rarely vaiies more than 
from T'i to s.i F.ihr. the ti attller can .-le pi in the o[.en air 
without uiconvenieiice. 'O f.ir as regards heat an.l cold. Against 
lain, huweter, la- must gii.iril, .and sucli a wati-ipiroote.l canvas 
awning as Wateiion describes is foun.l to answer tint 
pnrpos,, a.lm'r.ibiv 
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Bamhi.o l Ihi i/tf'V.sa ariiiiiJiiiiicfn.) — Tlie many uses to wliiib 
tlii^ gigantic gia'.'i is 2”^'^ "ell known to reijuiie notice. 

Ba-Vana (.l///'.e siij.lr 11/ i II III ) -tnieuf tlie btrauge.st of 2 >lants 
It scarcelv ever grow.* wilrl. ami lias Ijeeu .so long 2)ioj>agateil 
liy laittiugs that it h.is lost the |ioui'r of seeding. exce2)t in 
the sVtulaiiiaii Island^, where* it does jirodiue seeds, some of 
"Inch have been sent to Enghiad by the Lite f. Ivino-lev. 
who thus "rites of it : 

'■ Alo.st beautiful it is. The limh, fat, grtcui stem ; tin* 
eiown of huge leaves falling over in curves hke those ef 



human limbs ; and below the whorls of green or golden 
hint, "itli the 2 iui|)le ho.-irt of tlowers dangling bi.liind them: 
and all so full of life tlmt tin-, if, h 11.11,1 i,i,jirt i'.- th, j,ri,'hi,-t of 
'! fni- iinoitli.i. 
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I am toll! that if you cut tile ^teiu otf at certain tea^ous, 
you mav su tile yoiino le if actually move upwariU from witliin, 
and orotv liefore vuur eve-i : and that eacli ^tt■ul of pLintain 
will bear from thirty to sixty pounds of rich food duiino the 
ye.ir of its short life.” 

Another plantain (d/aio juirn l inii'" ) liears 1 irge fruits 
which reuuiie to be cooked, while the fruit of the banana is 
eaten law. 

P)i Li,a;ii,Ti, — A ■ '■ t' impanero.” 

Jh in.-ianoL. — This horrible little pest inuch reseiuldes our 
hirve-t buo in c.dour, si/e and hibit'. It is a iiiTmto sjiecle.s 
of tick, belonging to the genii' and cause.s the most 

violent irritation when it attacks a huiu.m being. As its 
jiriucipal haunts are in gra"y 'p As. tlie fei t are gciier.illy 
evp I'cd to its oil'], night, but it will in, ike its way between 
the collar and neck, or ou the wri'ts. and. being so small, 
scarcolv largi'i' thin the dot of the letter i, it is .seldom di'- 
covered until the iiii-ch’ef is di>ne. 

hidied. there seems to be no mode of evading it. Air. C. 
I!. Brown mention' that he once thought that he had found a 
new species of Al.i.uii, both sides of the head being marked 
with .1 sc.irlet lutch. Hut, on examining the bird clo.ser, he 
f iiind th.it the .'Cirlet patches were nothing but elu'ters of 
tile Ti' teu-onge 

I’lisi Aioxxjn i !h-'I :!i‘, 'I riK ^iihiH'iy.) — 

Soiiiotimes tlii' monkey called the Itearded S.iki, or 
I 'iixin. The In do i' a lunch deeper bhick than tliO female. 
It 'cems to be more 'ohtary in its habits thin the generalitv 
of its tribe, .iinl t.iliie r.ither in p.iirs than eomp iiiies. It 
'eeiu' f. .irful of wetting its heird.aiid. when it drink,', .'coops 
up the iv.iter in the hollow of its hind. 

rile name i' 'ometiiiie' 'polled ISee'hii. 

Bnoi-oi'v Someiimes c.illed Piicun.i, The beautifully 
[eiicct 'fec'iiien giveii to me by AVaterton is exactly eleven 
liet in length, and is i et, 'O light that it is nulv a little 
more th.in .i pound and .i li.ilf iii weieht. For tie- v.irioU' 



explaxaT'iI’a' ixi ;:x. 


materials from wliich it is m:iJe sro •' W'l'Ui'.iIi,” ■■ Ourali,'' 
■■ Samourah,” "Silk-grass,'' "Acuero." rie. 

The bick-sight is made in a very ingeiiiuii^ mLiniier. oA; 
" Aeouri." 

Slight as i^ the pnc-una it is mneii stronger than it look', 
and tvhen held to the lips seareely earvo= at all. The mode 



of holding it is rather eiiiieus ,u,.l was taught me hv 
Waterton. 

Arti.sts generally represi nt it .i-- laid tti i'k' ueait’i with 
the right hand, lUid resting upon the left hand, the ami I'euig 
.stretched to its furthest extent 'i'h's is .ill urnng ^\■hl ll 
taking aim the native Ininter pl.ici'^ his left i Ihow aitainsT 
his side, with the p.iliii of the li.ind turned nimards. inst as 
if he were li.indling a violin. ,ind gr.isps the mh.' thniit eialo 
inches from the eml. 'I’iie riitht li ind is nex> pl.ieed (,n it 
with the palm downwards, s.) th.it wlm-n the tii'n. i, or'-pi.i, 
ahout two inches project from rhe h.inds. 

It will then he found tli it meudv he h. iel ug the hodv 
ij.ickwards the tuhe ein l>e ros..,! oi- l,,\vo,.>.l w,-!,. -careelv 
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.uiv exi-'i l'iin, the It ft elhow it-; weight, and the 

muscle^ of the '-upjdving the power. The YLieoushies 

.ire verv fastidious as to the straightness of 
r tlie pueuiiu. which tln-y never allow to lean 

ag.iinsc a tree, but alway.s suspend by a 
loop jiist below the fore.'ight. 'When on foot, 
thev ni vi-r e.u-ry the pueuna horizont.illy. as 
we -tiMir arii.s. but hidil it pf rpendicularly, 
and keep it its upright as the vegetation will 
i.i riidt. Ill fact, the position of the holder is 

• dnuot identical with tint of a soldier when 

• oi dering arms.’ 




'I’heie i' a .shorter and much heavier Blow- 
oun Used hy some trihi-s. It has no ourah. 
and is made of a young palia. th-'t split, then 
hollowed, then put together and bound spirally 

v. ith Vfgetalde tibre. 

[.. — S'S ( 'rahler." 

[looj.oii.v ( 7 /’oyo/i //a hooiyge/'es ). — This speeie.s 
of Trogon seems to have a wider range than 
tlie generality of its kind, Air. ( . B. Brown 

w. i' fortunate enough to have an opportunity 
of w.ttching the bird and her young. 

■■('lo.se to my tent at that place there was 
the ne.st tif a common dark-coloured trogon, 
railed Bowclora, wldeli merely consi.^ted of a 
iiole scooped out of a large, round termite’s 
nest, built on the .stem of a tree. In it were 
two young ones whicli kept up a most doleful 
whistliiig all day, while the mrither sat on a 
tree-liongh near by, being afraid, from our 
ne.ir proximity, to .ipfuoaeh them.' 

I’rom p.xamiii.ition of the stomach of the 


I tiiloia. Us In. Ill -eeiiis to l;e of a rather iiiixed nature, portions 


nt liaut and tlie I’eiu.dn^ nt in^eet^, eliielK the mantis, being 


in'Oii! iri it 
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Bois ImmuRTELLe {Lrtjthriiui iniJrosa ). — j'Le luilowiug ue^ 
■seription of tlua splendid tree is given by </. Kingsley : — 

'■ Among the young cacao-trees, at some twenty yards 
apait, aie the sttaus of a tree looking much like an ash, 
save that it is inclined to throw out broad spurs like a ceiba 
( cotton tree). Wm look up. and see that they are Bois Im- 
mortelles, tiftv or sixty feet high, one blaze of vermilion 
agaiii't the blue sky. 

‘■'Those who have stood under a Lombardy poplar in early 
spring, and looked up at its buds and twigs, showing like 
pink coral against the blue sky. and have felt the beauty of 
the sight, can imagine faintly — but onl_v faintly — the beauty 
of this • INladres de t'acao' or ( '.aao-mothers. as they call 
them here, because their shade is supposed to shelter the 
cacao-tree.s, while the dew collected by their leaves keeps the 
ground below always damp ’ 

Loth scii-ntitic names of this gorgeous tree are ajipropriate. 
The fir.st is derived from a <treek word, signifying red, and 
the second is L.itin and means shady. The magniliccnl 
tlowors are greatly freijnented by humming birds. 

BuXito (f-’i /((?/(//'■ xi'i-J’O, — Tlii' well known ti.sh seldom 
reaches a yard in length. It.s llesh is eaten, but does not 
agree with many persons. One of my friends told me that he 
once had several att.acks of virulent nottlerash. before he found 
out that he had been eating Bonito llo'h. At the time, I was 
sutlering from violent rash c.in'ed by liandling the beautiful 
“ canker-worm," the e.-iterpill.u- of the gold-tailed moth, 
and on seeing my face and hands, my friend thought that 1 
h.id been eating Bonito to find mit what it was like, and was 
paying the price of cniiosity. 1 never s-iw the Hcsli, hut 
am told bv tliO'O who have often e.iten it, that it i' very red 
and has much the look of frosh meat, d’he tish maybe reci gnised 
bv the longitudinal brown streaks on the belly. 

I’.ol RAIU. Toucan 

lit II iiti: '\I /iii'iif.i). — Sometimes e.illed Ihirueh 

< >ne eif the eiant-ti-ee- (oiiaiii. airh ,a reddish blown trunk. 
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;ind rising to tlie li iglit "f a linn li-ail and iittv fuot. I'r.au 
its bark, when cut. exudies a milky waica saj^i, tvliiek, v.dian 
congealed, prodnees a gnni partaking of the properties of 
caoutchouc and putt i porcha. Tiiis gum appeal’s not to 
liave reached the Jiiiglish maidtet 

(dnce in every tive year^ it bens an ohmidant 'tore of ex- 
cellent fruit, much like an English pluai, and the tree i' 'ei 
gigantic th it a .'ingle iiiiuk will produce a log of a yard 
.'puare and a hundred feet in length. Tlie woo l is 'uperior 
t) o.ik exce[it for .sh'|)building. .sea-\vat t injuring its otlmr- 
wise incorruptible texture. Like the cttou-tree 17 . -m, the 
tiuiik throws out 'pur' of great size. 

Tlic tiuiher nieich.ints c.ill it llullet, or I’.iiUy-tree. and as 
the wood is not injure. 1 l>y we.ither, it is mcd for liouse- 
frames. posts, und shingles An'.'thcr Itiiil of Bullet-wood 
is procuied from the S.ipot.i Mulleri 
Bi-'IIMaSTi K. .A .. •• Cou llr.c jucld." 

I'r'U L ii’i . — d'his i' a gi-ner.il n uue .ippiied l-i a t.i't 
number of cliuib.ng pLuii'. which grew in the remarkable 
way described by W.iterton. Th-.-y aie aLo known bv th*' 
popular name of Liaii.i. Schnuiburgk givi s the following 
description of one .'[.ecics of Bu'b Ibijie -- 

*• As wc forced our w.iy tlirmigli the wood, we wme gieeled, 
from time to time, by the tim st pcrfuim'. which \ve traced to 
a liana, or creeper, and one of the Bu'h-rope' ...f the colonist'. 
Its swcet-Muellliig [il.'int was S'li,,//,i wuth 

wliite tlowau's, of wliicli tlie l.irgcst patch was spotted with 
pink, growing in voluminous clusters, its stmii twisted and 
contorted in .so remarkable a nuiniier. as well to dc'Cive the 
n line of Bu.'h-iMpe. 

“To describe the various ways in wliich these twists and 
contortions t.ike pi. ice would be dilliciilt. Bomelimes the stem 
Is as delic.ite as a riliboti while at others it prO'Ciits a bundle 
of steins so cL'.'cdy twined together, as to make it im easy 
imitter to separate them witli an axe. ’ 

S.'iiie of these t’lUsh-iopes are \erv pliaiil, will be. O' aiiv 
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a:iii)uut of tivi'-tiug. auJ ave miiL-h. Usoil for li ai'O liuilding, 
They gD by the name of Alimouril. (bihers are brittle 
that they snap if tied in kiuts or twisted. .SceJaian i-nmpares 
the appearance of the tropical forest with its tall tree tiiiuks 
and interlacing bush-ropes to that of a I'.Oet at tUichor, a 
comparison afterwards emidoyed by Waterton. 

t'AMiAGC, Mounta'u {< ■jI.i'ii.'X-i ). — (Jne of the mo't 
beautiful of the Palms. 'I'lie topmost .shuot is p ipulaily 
calleil the ■■ c.ibbaee.' and is a very c.veeilent \ceetable for 
the table. As the p.ilui dies ulmu the central .sh. mt is de- 
stroyed, the usual pint is to cut it down, knowing that them 
are j.denty of others ready to take the pl.iee of tho-e which 
are destroyed. 

Kingsley well descrilied his lir^t 'ieht of tlu' (.‘abb.iyo 
Palm : — 

"Grey pillars, which 'Oemed taller th in the tallest popl.u's, 
.smooth and cylindrical .is tho^e of ,i Goric temple, o ich 
cirrying a Hat Imad of d.iik.-st eie.'ii. wci'e ranged along 
loadsides and round lield.s. or .stood in groups or siimly. near 
engine woiks, or towered above rich 'iuubberies which 
shrouded c.)mfortable country houses. It was not easy, as 
I h.ive .said, to believe that these str.iiiu'c and noble things 
were trees ; but such they were. At l.ist we beheld, with 
wonder and delKht. the pride of the We-t Indies, the 
< 'abb.ige-palm — Palmistes of tlie Pr nch .settlers — which 
botanists have well named (droodoxa, the ‘glory of the 
mount lin.' 

“ We s iw them afterw.irds .a hundred timO' in tin ir own 
native forests, and when they rose througli tai.gled iiias-es of 
richest vegetation mixed with other and .suiailer .species of 
palms, their form, fant.i'tic tlu.ugli it w.is, haruioni/cd veil 
with hiiiidieds of forms erpi.iliy fani .istic. Hut here they 
seoij.e 1, at first sight, out of i.Ime, incongruoU', and arlilichil, 
.standing amid no kindred forms, and towciiiig' u\er a cultiva- 
tion and civilisation whicli mioht h.ive been mistaken, seen 
from the se.i, for we.ilih) f.ira.s .iloiig soi,,e KiiLdish slaue 
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< il.ullv would we have gone on shore, were it but to have 
stood a while under those Palmistes." 

It is the cu'toiu that when a spot has been eleared for the 
jitirpose of building a lioU'e. a few ( 'abbage p iliiis aie left 
standing round it 

('aMociu { L'iiii' fti_s iii'iriiii'i). — (_»ne of the giants .among 
snakes, more generallv known bv the title of Anaconda. It 
is sometimes c died Iluillia. The snake i.s generally found 
ne ir water, and is apt to be J.nigerons when l.irge. IMr. ( '. ];. 
Ih'own remarks th.it wlieneter a ('amouili i.s killed, two king 
vulttires, '/.f.. will come and take pos.-e'siou of it. Wuterton 
noticed the same fact. AYhen gorged, it is in the habit of 
!\ ing coiled up ne.ii- tlie water until it li.is digc.sted its meal 
In thi' st.ite it i' so motionless tliat it miglit easily be 
mist.iken for a log of W'u.d. Indeed. Waterton mentions in 
one of hi.s essays, thit a negro eomniitted the error of sitting 
down on one of tlie-e snake.s. taking it for a fallen tree, and 
Mas only undeceived bv tiie 'iiake moving away. 

Kingslev 7uei]ti(>ns a t-aso uhei'e tour \oung ladie.s were 
b.ithing in a lagoon, and one wa.s .seized by a < ’.iinoudi from 
behind. Thinking that one of her sisters liad caught lier 
dress in pl.iy. siie felt no al.n-m until slie .saw her three .sisters 
on tile bank, and found tliat slie liad Iieeii seizeil by a snake. 
I'lie three gills conr.igeously dashoil into the water and tried 
to drag lier atvav fi’om tlie snake. Fortunately, the reptile 
had I'lily caugiit her b.ithing dress, wldel!. being made of tliin 
cotton, gave wav. and slie esc.iped safely to land, 

F MIC IN I la, I J /■oy./o/'/o net'll), -Xo one li.is described tile 
singular cry of tin's bird as AVati-rton li.is done. 

It Is one of the gre.it tribe of tlie ( 'liatterers The liorn like 
lu-ojeetion from the base of its beak lias in all jirobabilily 
much to ilo with the resonance of the crv. The .lei-oiiip, Hiving 
i il ustral ions .~!jow the two positions of tlie 'hoin ’ The head 
■>f the biril gives the horn as it ajppears wlide the bird i.s 
tolling its wonderful bell, and the full tigiire depicts tlie 
*1 iccid stale of the* hoi'll whili 'he liird is at I'Ost 
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('apivi, 01' rui’viisA (ii M — Thi' iiupurtant gum is produced 
from several sjeeies of Cnj^,ii'ijn->i ii<>f " Purple-heart and is 
obtained bv making incisions in the branches. 


.'I! f. ' I‘>1 I I ■ 

( 'ArnrMn.i.r'. — Tlie I.atin term fcr ( ioat^uckcr This i.s 
an example of Waterton's lax nomenclature, the Whip-jioor- 
Will (>/. r.) mentioned in the .same soiui-nce being .il'O a 
( ! oat Slicker. 




( ARAi \K \ — Evidenli V a ]a.intasM‘. proli.ildy lielorging lo 
the genii' ,S //c //u. 

(.'.AsSAtA mn I'lh'it \ 'JTlis iro't U'cful plant is 

sometime' called .Manioc, and is t'. ihe Diiianan natives what 
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cjrn is- to iis. Ir is a tall, unhranclied plant, grow- 
ing irregnlarlv and knotted at intervals, and Laving 
leave.s vritn a jmiple glo.s.s. 

'J'lio rout i.s tlie portion th.it is eaten, .ind it is 
'(■rajed down on a lioard .stock full of .sharp Hint or 
other stone.', a.iid c.illed by the name of Tumarrie. 
It then lo'ks just like horseradish as brought to 
(.eir taldes. but is tilled with .i poisoni.ns juice. In 
order to e-xtraet this Juice, the scraped cassava is 
torced into a long, narrow basket called a matappi, 
and made e.x.ictly on the principle of tlie ’ Siame.se- 
hijks ' vliicli w el e once popular as tots. The uia- 
teri.il of which it i.s made is a species of ( 'alatboa 

When tile mat.tpfii is full, it is .scarcely half its 
length when empty, but is more than double its 
thiekne" It is then hung to a branch of a tree or 
to a beam of a Iion.'O. an earthen pot i.s placed under 
it. aiiil a heavy weight is tied to the lower end. The 
Weight of tlie st.iiie tMU'Cs the m.ita}iiii to increase 
ill li ngth. but t.r diminish in thickiies.s. thus exert- 
ing a po'.veiful pressure on the c.issava, and squeez- 
ing out the Juice, which runs through the interstices, 
and .'O down the matinipi into the pot. 

The di'v < 'ass.iva i.s then removed from the matappi, 
rulibel through a h.i'kel work sieve, foimed into 
t’.it (■ leiilar cakes about two ftot in diameter, and a 
I Tii.'.i'ti r of an inch in thii-kness, and baked upon a 

tlat. heated stone or 

Meunwliile. the poi- 

Kltpl .solKiUs juice has he( u 

flb/ ! */ i 

Rf / {-^ j>/_ I kept out of reach of 

ami. on being boiled, 
• uid tlavoured with 
Iter oi 1 .1 1 1'let 1 1 1 • be omcs tlie 'Wad ! -ki low ti eass.L- 
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reep or pepper-pot of the XVe^t Iiidie'^. The pot is never 
cleaned, bo that, as it is very thick, very soft, and very 
porous, it iihsorViS the juices. AVhcn fassava bread is eaten, it 
i.s generally dipped in the cassarecp, which often contains 
pieces of meat, Ac., and which, when the palate has become 
.■iccustuincJ to the inordinate amount of red pepper, is not 
only nourishing, but appetizing. A new comer, however, will 
l ull the risk of starving altogether, for the motive cook is so 
\erv he.ivi-handed ivith her red pepper, that the lij^.s and 
tongue of a novice .are seorched as if with red-hut inm 

d'he illustration of the mat.appi ,aul c.is.sareep pot i.s taken 
from s} eeimens in my colli'ction. A coiisiderahle amouiit of 
Cassava is consumed in this conntiy under tlie names of 
tapioca and semolina. 

( '.tssio'Urs. — The-e liirds. of which there are several spjecic-s. 
all belonging to the ,uenns C,/-,,'. ai’e popul.irly called 
Mii'lesin •iamaiiM, 'i'be word is evidently the .same as our 
.^lei'lc ( l.at. . 1/1 ,'"0/ .. wliicli distinguishes the common bhick 
b.ial, 

Aecordiim to < Kingsley, tlie IMirles are "birds the size 
(.if ,i jackdaw, brown and lelliiw, and mocking-birds, too. of 
I o mean .ability. 'I’lie i" ncbi s (nc'ts) two feet long and more, 
swavul in llie breeze fastened to tie end of the bouglus with 
a few mimII threids. liaeh li id, about h.df way dow n. an 
opening into the round sac lielow. in and out of wliicli the 
merles crept and thitteiid. taikin.g all the wliile in twenty 
diUiU'eiit netes 

'■ Jlust tropic bijus Lnk the.r nests (.iiclully in the liush ■ 
the ii.ei'Ies h.ini; t!, oil's fe.irh ssly in tlie most e.vposeJ situi- 
tiolis. 'I'ley laid. 1 pre'nmc that tlievare ploteeted enough 
from iiaiiikevs. wild < .it s, .i ml g.it i ■ iin l.ie.s (a s.u’t of ferreti, 
bv b.'iiie lun g ,,i tiie e.atremity of ilie tiougli So thinks 
.M l.i't.iiid, tin ace. mplislmd ilc'criber ol the birds of 
'ri'iiiuhui." 

.'oiiii.- wiiri'is eill ill,- IMeih ' bytlie iiaiiieiif min'kiiig birds. 

C\s;,,i;.i: o-.,, Another of the [ilants 
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imported fiom tlie Old AVoilJ. It belong.s to the great tribe 
of the Eiipliorbiie or Spurges, of which our common milky- 
weed is a familiar example. 

From its seeds i.s obtained the Oa^tor-oil of commerce. The 
best, called 'cold-drawn’ oil. is procured iiy simple pressure. 
The jdant is sometimes called Palma C'hristi, beeau'e its 
leaves look something like widely spread tingers. 

The Eomans gave it the name of Rieinus, because the seeds 
bear some resemblance in shape to .sheep-ticks or ‘riciiii.' 
Thev procured it originally from Egypt, tthere seeds niay 
still be found in the tombs. 

('.WM-tN I'ijrii). - This is the animal which 

Waterton so brill i.intly captured. There are many of the 
croendile.s and alligators in North and South America, and 
in habits they seem to be much alike. 

All have the peculiar way of attacking animals on land by 
knocking them into the water with .t liiow of the tail, and 



oarrving them oifl before thev can recover from the effects of 
the blow. Sonietimes they have been known to attack canoes 
in this manner. 

I'hey all pos.-e.-ss a mo.'t .ihomimihb musky smell, ' lloatiiig ” 
as Air. 1 I’, I’.rown sav~, ''like a de.idly mia.siiia round our 
l amp, and finding its v.iv even to our p.il.tte.s." 'I’hen, all of 
them are in the h.ibit of emitting loud, bellowing noises, 
especially at night, so th.rt they make themselves as objection- 
able to tlie ears as to the nostriF. 
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Tlie hook which was used hy AAkiterton wa.> engraved in the 
original edition of the hut I am sure that the 
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draughtsman who drew it could not have seen it. The in.stru- 
ment itself is in Waterton’s museum, and I have here sub- 
stituted my own sketch of it. 

The four prongs are not barbed, but are sharjily pointed, as 
seen in the illustration. They are Hatti.-'h, and very tough, 
as they need be, for they are bitti n and cracked all over by 
the teeth of the cayman. The prongs aie ke^it in tlieir 
diverging position by wooden pegs driven between them, and 
the whole instrument is thus made so elastic that it can be 
compressed by a strong grasp of the hand, and then spring.s 
back again to its original form. So, when coiujire.ssed by the 
entrails of the acouri, which were wrapped round them, the 
inslrumeut would .slip easily down the ceiyman’s throat, and 
then expand on being swallowed. 

(JiiAMiLnux. — One of the Anolis Lizards, lu-obably the 
Iled-throate<l Anolis (AiinUiis lnIJii) which are active, 
chase flies upon trees, and are chaugeahle in colour wlieii 
excited. The true ('h.imeleous exclu-itely inhabit the <Jld 
AN'oild, and are uuu'h too sliiiri^ish to cli.ise iii.seets. 'I'ln i-e 
aie several species of Anolis in (iiii.in.i. 

Lull. Ill:, somi times spelled or Tsi iliKo (/'eo .• y,,,.- 

//■((/is. ) — Tuiv as it mav be. the little Ohigoe i.s one of the most 
detested plagues of the West Indie.s. To all appearances it 
resemblts our common don.e.'tic flea, but it li.is loriiinately not 
\et become ,,(• ■liiii.iti'"d in any p.irl of laii"jie Tle ie is 
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■'Cai'L'elv .T- tiMveller in th? \\ e^t Indies wlio writes with the 
le'-st p.itienop about this more thm troublesome insect. There 
i- some crel-t in f.icin;' a rtttle-uihe. killing a jaguar, or in 
bravim; the inaiiv il.mm'rs of tronie.il trarel, but there is 
none in becoiuin'.( the victim of .a !lei, though the apparently 
insiirniiic mt i-n'^mv unless its att i<-ks be properly re- 

pelled. c i use the lo-s of a limb, nr even of life. 

In one of his es;;,ivs W.iterton his extended the information 
given in his ll'/e. 

■■ 111 the pi ml itioiis of t.'u'.iui there is generally an old ne- 
gress known bv t]i.‘ ntne* of (Iruinv. a kind of .A/o/o/os u/ms. 

V. ho loiriT' .iboiit the iiogro v.ir l, .ind is sup[>osed to take 
clni'ge of the Lltle negro"S v. h > .ue too young to work. 
L'ow.irds the clo'e of d.iv you wiH snaietime, hear the mo.st 
dismal cries of avoe camuig fr.im that rpi irter. Old Granny 
is thcii ,it wnrlc gribbing t’l-' t rdg le nests our of the feet of 
tho s.dde inviuns, .oi l ulhug tim lio!s.s v. ifh lime juice and 
I a S'enue p 'ppo;*. i hi - s ■ I . ..Ml lig eo.ii *1. ilUld llistwo dutie.S to 
pel torm : nrsily. it e.i'i-es di-.itli to any ivm, lining Ohigue in 
the li lie: ,i’i! - ceidlv. It .lem .IS .1 kill 1 of ,1 lurch rod to 
the unruly hr it-, liv whieh tiiey aie w'l'iie.l. to their cost, 
not to e.nce.il tlii;r ('liic-e-s in future: for, afraid of en- 
eoun'ei mg’- old 'btiiioy’s tola ihuu k, many of them prefer to 
let tho < lllgoes ll.ii in their lle ll rather than come under 
111 I- ill --I’ ■! ing ll.ilid 

■ .1 l,no'viiig eve nei . d a.i \ s jif-r, ei a hen the feet of ne- 
gioes .ii-e the ,ib .de of the i 'h'goe. 'J'liev d.ire not place their 
teet lir.i.ly on the grO'in.l, oti .ic-ount of the p.iin which such 
a posiuou w i],l el,-,-, xhi. Ill : lint thev hobble along with their 
t' es tiirnoil n]i : ,ind liv lids \ on know tli.it they .ire not 
suiiei'ing from t iihbi ,1 s i ,i reiiin.i nc of t hi' y i Ws ), but from the 
iieUiiil ill ored itlons ol tile ('liigo.'s, vldcli have iieuetrated 
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iiiiiler the n.iil- of tie- toes, and tlieii formed sores, which, if 
not at'ended to, vouhl, i-re loi,o_ 1 ,. eome fonl and corroding 
ideer-,. ,A ~ 1 seldom hud a slioe - ir stoeking m mv foot from 
tile ! ' lee 1 1 1 ! ; 11 1 1 i \ le. 1 1 i,." -1 .1 I , . 1 - I in I s 1 g t he I 'higoe 
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■was a source of j'erpetual disquietude to me. I found it 
necessary to ex.unine mv feet every evenincr, in order to 
counteract the career of tia-- extraordin.iry insect. Occ.-isinn- 
■ally, at one overliaidiiio. J l,.ive iiroki u ivp no le-s tlian four 
of its e.stalilisluiients under il-o loe mil;. 

“ In lo-'.'), a d.iv or two 1 > fore f ]i ft (i'ii.i].a. wi-ffnl to tr_v 
how this puny creature an! ■. ’-'elf v,-. u! 1 .-nio - during a -i-.a 
voyage, I ptnposely wejit to a !'],■ • ■■•f.-re ;t al oond.ed. net 
driuhting but that some n-<-i' in'ii i lal of it' iriiievould 
attemjit to better it' e. e.l ti' u li’ ■ !■ 'm ■■ [Jei'ant and 
agreeable kind of it' hitm iii"!",- i;.e ' • i if the cH'it too 
informed me that a < 'li'goe hid i "i d ioi- ,i '.-ti h meiit, In 
throe days after we h el '.i h d .i eii.'ti'.o of c.donr took 
place in the 'kin, jii't at th" ■.'.In ;■■■ tie- < h'goe ha'l 

entered, appeiriug someuh i libe .1 Iduf j e,i Hy the time 
t'O were in tlie latifelo t,.y',iH'< lad beeomu 

insnpport.ible, and I '.iw ilier" w.i' .in inn, id, at" iiM'e"ity 
for his di'ehai go, W'i’ei' fore. 1 tin noil iiim .ind hi' niimerons 
family adrift, and p ui-i d 'j '1 it' of ruri.eiuiiie into the cavity 
which they had 01 cnpieii. in ordor to pi.vt-nt the reinote't 
ch ince of a reeenei.inon, 

“ The Indian .ind m trro w eia ie ' porf inu t he o] ei at 'on of 
e.vtracting ('higoes willi 'iirpri'ii'ti -kill. 'I’lioy take a [lin, 
and, hy a verv slow jU-oceS'. thev I.rV the part iiaie. and con- 
Irivo to Work quite n iind ih.- heq ulmb e loi dii' the t 'higoo 
and its oH’spriiig. .V' scon as this lia' been e.leited, they 
turn the b.ig oitt, uli'de and Iiiiiiii'ii".!, hy uldeh n.'-aii' none 
are left in the hole to form a i*-'W colony. For my own part. 
I never tronhle tliC'P gentle op"i-,,t.u-s althoiioh 1 liavelookeil 
on man V a time, and ad 11, ' 1 e 1 t heir evqui'ite 'kill, « hi le tin y 
were tingering the toes - .f n.v aequ.iiut.iiK 

“ Uiice, however. I li.nl it not in iiiy po%ver to lie my own 
surgeon, and on that oti-n-im ,1 f.iithfnl old iiegro perfonm d 
the friendlv oliice. I w.ia dcseeinling the 1 )euierai'a. with an 
inveterate tertian ague • and I n.i' so much exhausted t>v 
sitting iipriyht in the o.im .■ ih.it I li.ol 1 1 -o. .imr yot a'iime 
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at the Indian hut than I lay down on the ground at full 
length. Siekne.ss had pre.ssed so heavily on me that I tvas 
callous to the well-known feeling which the Chigoe cau-es. I 
was quite unconscious that there were nine thriving nests of 
C'higoes in in v back, until one was accidentally observed by the 
old negro ; and this led to the di'covery of the re'-t. I handed 
him my jienkuife, and told him to start the intruders. Sick 
as I was, I wished an artist were present at the operation. 
The Indian’s hut. with its scanty furniture, and bows and 
arrows hanging round ; the de -p verdure of the adjoining 
forest : the river flowing rapidly by ; myself wasted to a 
shadow : and the negro grinning with exultation as he showed 
me the Chigoes’ ne'ts which he had grubbed out, would have 
formed a scene of no ordinary variety. 

Dogs are often sorely tormented by the Chigoe ; and they 
get rid of them by an extremely painful operation. They 
gradually gnaw into their own toes, whining piteously as 
they do it. until they got at the Chigoe’.s nest. "Were it not 
for this singular mode of freeing themselves from the latent 
enemy, dogs ^s■uuld absolutely be cripples in Cuiaiia.” 

In ^Ir. ilrown s Comi* oinl. Cixmie Ltjn ti> Crinfinti there is 
an anecdote wliich well expresses the terror.s which this tiny 
plague Can iii-.pire into Europeans as well a.s natives. 

.Jiist then l!cn n-turn'.'d from a vu\ago of discovery along 
the path leading away from our c.imp, with a jo\ful expres- 
sion of countenance betokening good news. ‘ XVliy, sir,’ ho 
.said. ‘ there is a good house not far oLf, and it ain’t got no 
one in it.' I immediately went with him to .see it, and, plod- 
ding through mud and w.iter, climbed a slight eminence to a 
Luge open shed, .situated in tlie midst of a r!e iriiig. I halted 
close to it, and jii’oposed thit he should t.ike a look at th(' 
floor for iii'Octs. He w.dked boldly in, hesitated, looked 
down at bis bare feet, and, excl.iiming ‘.Jiggers and dog 
fleas full da here 1 ’ fed precipitately. I may here mention 
that the jigger or Chigoe i.s a small fea that burrows under 
tlie toe nail-, where it foiiiis ;in egg ’oag almost ili.> si/e of a 
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small pea, vvliich. has to be extracted with a needle, an opeia- 
tion giving a considerable amount of pain. 

“■ I remarked to Ben in a casual way, • Surely the natives 
have some way of getting rid of tlie.-e injects I jii--t tliink 
the matter over in your miml, and don't lose sight of the 
fact that it depends upon you whether we sleep in the moist 
swamp to-night, or under this good I'oof.’ 

"He proposed two ways of performing the operation, one 
was to ‘ bun them.’ as he c.illed it, and the other was to 
.sweep them out. I seizeel upon both ide.is ; we would ljurn 
them tir.st, and sweep out their roa.sted c.ire ises afterw.irds. 

“ Fortnn.itely there w.-i.s a he.ip of dry palm lea ve.s in the 
house, of which a few bunches were made into brooms, and 
the re.st scattered over the door. If any one had been looking 
at us from a short distance when pel forming this operation, 
he would have come to the conclusion tli.it w(> vero both de- 
mented. from the way in ttliich we .skipped aliout. darting 
nut ev^ery now and then to lu'usli olf our enemies from our 
clothes. Then we .set tire to the leaves, and had the wliole 
place covered with tlanie.s a foot in height — a grand and satis- 
factory though short-lived flare-up. At this stage of the 
proceedings we were reinforced by Pedro and Vincente, who, 
on the subsiding of the llaines, swept out the residuary mat- 
ter, compo.sfcd of carcases, ashes, and du.st. After flie crusade 
was over, a few hundreds of the enemy were left, but these wx> 
did not mind. 

“ It i.s a curious and sad fact, as I have alway.s found to 
my cost, than when Indians leave their homes for a tiuie the 
dust on the tioors hecomes infested with jiggers and flea-. Tlie 
former eome from the eggs drop[>ed from tlio j'.girer egg hags 
in the toes of botli Indians and their dogs, .iiid the latter 
from eggs drojiped by the llo.is of the dog-.” 

The " nest ' of the < 'liigoe is in reality the -wolleii body of 
the female, which cont.iins the eggs, ami becomes as l.irge in 
proportion to the head, tliorax, and limbs, as does that of the 
queen termite. In eoiiimon with most noxinu- iii-ect-. such. 
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for example, as the moscjuito and the wasp, the females are 
the only aggressors. The male mosipiito cannot bite, nor the 
male wasp sting, nor the male Chigoe form its irritating 
nest. 

There i.s now before me one of tli'-^e fern ile Chigoes, with 
the abdomen fully swollou and full of eggs. It was sent to 
me by a resident in the 'Ve-,t Iii.lies. wlia was kind enough 
to allow it to inhabit his toe until it was sutlieiently deve- 
loped, and then reawved it and preserved it for me. The 
skin of the swollen abdomen is ve.y tough, so that it e in 
easily be turned out of the h dlow which it his formed 
The size of my specimen is as ueirly as [iissible equtl to 
that of an ordinary sweet-prea In s ).ne plae.’s the Chigoe is 
called Chicorine. 

C'lXVA.M'OX I. '.hllv the Ij ll'k of 

the yoatig shoots is Use I, ('.’.-ylon is the ch'ef country of th • 
cinnamon. It is allied to th'- comnn m laurel. 

Cl.iiVE. — The cln'es of c nillii 'LTe al ■ the Uliexpiude I 
flowers of a pl.iiit. kiviwu scientitic lUy as C«i’,yey//( i/Vc -■ 
aromai njns. It i.s one of the myrtle tribe The name clove 
i.s a ccirruptioii of tlie Freii.-h n line c/eu. the dried flowers 
bearing' some ies,niiblaui-e to ,i ii.ul 

( 'oi.'o i-Nf'r P.vl.'l fC,,.-,, // th‘th rit ) — IXseiitiallv a sei-sd* 
tree, and a[i{>areiii.ly icit .1 ii.uive of tlie Wh-o. Iiid.e-., but im 
jnrted, either by min or by the wiiil aiil wavi -. It grows 
freely in Indi i and the S.jiuii Se.l Islui ls, as well ,is in th' 
West Tillies, and iv.iches .1 height of a hundred fi et. 

The nut grows in a very onrious miuiier. When it liis 
f.lllell one of tile lln’i.,- ll d ‘s gi\ es W,l V to a sh lot, will eh st rik' S 
out a root, piercing into the ground, whde it still I'eta iis its 
ooiiii 'ctinu by a sort of cord with the nut from wlii-'li it di-aws 
^ts iionrislmieiit. until it is strong enough to obtain tlie wh ile 
of its sustonanc • from the ground. See the fallen nuts in tli? 
foreground of the illustration 

It his a • c.ibbige' like til it of the c.ibb ige p il ni nnd is 
soiii'timis cut d iwii far th ■ s ik ■ of obt lining this vegetabh-. 
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ToilJy is simply tlie fermeiiteil juice of the tree ; coir is made 
from the himk, which is also cut u[) into scruhhiiig brushes for 
hmi.sehold use: and tlie ‘‘porcupine wood” of the cabinet- 
maker is obtained from the dense and heavy wojd near the 
root. 

The long groves of Cocoa p)alm.s are called cocals. and some- 
times extend for several miles along the shore. The Cocoa 
palm should not be confounded with the cacao, of which 
chocolate and cocoa are made, and which is a totally different 
plant, belonging to the genus Thevhi-oma. 

b'ocK OF THE Eock (Enpicola auranlin ). — This tine bird is 
the largest of the Alanakins, ^.r..and on account of the beauty 
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of its plumage is in great request with bird stuft'ers. l"n- 
fortunately. the brilliant orange of its feathers is very 
fugitive, and .a stuffed bird i.s sure to fade unless protected 
from the light. 

I have before me a .specimen of a stuffed b'oek of the Hock 
which has been c.xposed to da_\ light for .several tears, and the 
colour (if which has so completely faded, that the bird can 
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only be recognized by its sbiipe, the feathers having changed 
from brilliant orange to a dull yellowish brown. 

The following account of this bird is taken from Tlr. ( '. B. 
Brown’s work on Guiana : — 

“ (locks of the Bock were numerous in the .surrounding 
thickets, where their shai-p disagreeable cry was frequently 
heard. 

“ They are so restless, jumping and Hying from bough to 
bough, and tree to tree, that Paulie, who was trying to shoot 
them, .started tive, but only succeeded in obt.iining one 
specimen. He found a dancing place of the.se birds in a 
thicket, the ground being beaten down quite smooth by their 
feet : and on visiting it early in the morning with Ben, the two 
together .succeeded in shooting two cocks and a hen bird. They 
told me that there were numbers around the dancing place, and 
that the two cocks they shot were .strutting about with their 
feathers di.-^tended, showing themselves off before the rest.” 

Only the adult males possess the rich orange plumage, the 
females and immature males being of a dull jellow-green, and 
hiving but a small crest. The bird, though the largest of the 
Tfanakins, is but a small one, being scarcely equal in .^ize to a 
Tumbler pigeon. 

OufFEE. — It is r.ither remarkable that the two rliief pro- 
ducts of the We.st. Indies, namely Coltce anti Sug.ar, are Imth 
natives of the Ohl AVorld, and have been .leeliiiiatizeil in tlm 
Xew. 

( 'oliee. as its name imparts, ( 'nrf'iKi Arcli'f. i.' iiidigfinm'. to 
Northern Africa, and was imported into Kurojie as a ourio'ity 
X'ot much more than a Jutndred ami fifty te.irs ago a -inglo 
laver of two slijis was t.ikeii from Holland to iM.irtiniipio. a.ml 
it throve so well tli.at it furui>heil a supply for tie' vlmle 
(if the We-,! Indies. 

There is a romantic stoiy i ouueeled with it' introdiu-i ion. 
A Frenchman, named Iteselietix, had charge of the pl.int. 

( )n the voyage the ve"el fell in with a series of storms, ami 
all on Imaril were p'lt on sliort .illowauce of w.iter 'I'h.' 



heroic Frenchiiuiii dlviiled liis of u.der with the ('otlee- 

|ll.lUt. 

' ■ Aji'l M.ti tnii' o l.mi^ }i,'i 

With jn>> he ( tiiiiii rli.e ili-.n i\ ■ ' 

It beloiie-' to th ‘ OM‘fid ,uroup of (_'iiii-hoii:ice,e Kveii the 
le.ives po^^e-.s iii.niv i>f the ipi.ihtie-. whuli ni.ike tic ■'ecU so 
Useful. 

('ol'Ai,. '■ Locust Tree.” 

( 'oK.tL S.v.tKi: {T'lifri'- S,-i/t iJ. ). — lu .some parts of th ■ 
country this .snake is mole a pet, heiiio twisted rouiul the 
neck like a gold and black '■ toripie ” Id i.s but a small snake, 
averaging twentj'-si.v inche.s in length 

('oTi.vu.As, — The.se all b.dong to the group of the Amjiel- 
in.e, or Chatterers. 

The Pompadour l.'otinea (<J nt', ,i jn ^lunijui'hiii ,■<! < i.s a singulaily 
beautiful bird, it.s plumtge being mostly of the beautiful hue 
which i.s known a< psmpa'lour, and which used to be very 
fashionable at the Leginning of the present century, The 
feathers .are spli.shed and streaked with white, and the wings 
are tipped with black. In size it rather surj'asses our 
■stai'l iiig. 

The Purple-throated Cotinga i.s known to science as t'otonjn 
!•:! ■lejimi . For other remarkable Chatterers .'<>■ ' Pell-biid ” and 

Cock of thi; Piock.'' 

CoiT IN'. — The cotton which is used for thread and .string, is 
procured from several sprcies of Co'v//y//oc, one of which 
produces the cotton so l.u’gely uspd by ourselves The natives 
always have some of these bushes planted near their houses, 
and cotton spinning goe.s on almost as inti'nnin ibly as knitting 
or crochet among Kngli.sh l.idies. 

The mode ot sjiiuning is that widen is pri‘v,ilent all ini-r 
the woild, and even in Knglund li.is only lately been super- 
seded by machinery. w'oodeii spindle is ji.issed tlirough a 
whorl of a lie.ivy wood, bone, or .sometiiiie.s stone, ami the 
fibres attached to t. 'I'he spindle is then made to rev'olve, 
thus spinning the hlires into tliicad. lu sav.igc i-oiintries. the 
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invariable practice is, to roll the thread on the bare thigh, 
and sometimes this labour is carried on sij unceasingly as t(.) 
cause sores. 

Spindle.s .such as have been de'.cribcd were found in the 
tombs of the Iiums, and .several of them cime into my pit'Siss- 
sion, together with pieces of the fabrics mile from the 
threads spun by them. 

The species which is so l.u-gely cullivated fijr commerce i-- 

Gosai/jii u m trn:ii p'ljuti'iii. 

Cottox-Tkee, ''iiilni) — TTiis m.icniiicent ti’ee. some 

times called th' Silk l.'ottoii is am mg th? luiny wonders of 
the West Iirlies. and is admiiMbly described I>y i Kingsley 
in hi.s joyous book .1/ — 

"The.se latter (the ('eib.ist .are u>,dess as timber : and thi.m- 
roots are. of course, hurtful toth ' 'Uff.ir c.'.ne.s, lint the negro 
is shy of felling the t'eiba. It is a m igic tree, haunted liy 
spirit.s. Tliere are ‘too much jumbies in liim.' the negro .say.' ■ 
and of those who dare to cut him down some ouc will die. or 
come to harm, within the year. 

‘■‘In Jamaica,' says my friend Air. tio-^e, -they believe 
that if a per.son throws a stone at the trunk, he vill be visited 
with sickne-s, or otlier misfortune. When tin y intemd to cm 
one down, they tir.'t pour riim at the root a j]ro[iiti,itoi'y 
offering ’ The Jam.iiei negro, however, tell' tliem for caiioo' 
the wood lieing soft, and easily h dlowid. 

" But here, as in I>eMierara. tlie tree^ are lefi 'taiiding .dieiit 
in eane-pio'-e' and pastures to decay into avful and faiua-fic 
sh ipes, with prickly spur' and Imard w.dK td' loot', high 
enough to m.ike a lioii.'c .nuong them 'iin|il\ bv rooting then, 
in: and a tl.it crown id bough' 'i me 'ivii.ti or i iglitv li i t 
above the ground, e.udi biuigli ,i' big .m an .iver.ig'e lingli'h 
tiee, from which dangle' .1 whole woild of haini'. inat.ij olo'. 
orchids, wild pines with long air-root' or grey heard'; ,ind 
hi't. but not le.i't. tb.it str.inge ami lovely paiasite the 
/i/o'/i.si/h' which \ou nii'take lir't for a plume ot 

green sea-weeil. oi- .1 tie" iff n.-a m.i il ' h.iir who h li t' got u 1 > 
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there bv mlsehanee, aiiJ then for some ilelicvite kind of i)eii- 
deut mistletoe ; till you are told, to your astonishment, that it 
is an abnormal form of cactus — a family which it resembles, 
save in its tinv dowers and fruit, no more than it resembles 
the CeibaAree on which it grows ; and told, too, that, strangely 
enough, it his Ireen discovered in Angola — the only species of 
the cactus trilje in the Old World.” 
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'I’he (.'ottoii-tree was a never-failing wonder to Kingslev, 
who a, min writes of it in the same work : — 

■■ If you are all safe, your next .steps proljably, as you 
struggle through the bii'h. between tree trimk.s of every 
possible size, will bring yon faci' to fare with huge upiright 
walls of .seeming b >.irds, who.se rouiidod edges .slope U[iward, 
till, as your eye follows tlieiii, you find tiieiu enter an enormou.s 
stem, piuh.ips round, liki- one of the X'unuau pillars of 
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Durham nave, and just as huge; perhaps fluted, like one of 
William of AYykeham's columns at Winchester. 

“ There is the stem, but where is the tree ? Above the 
green cloud. You struggle up to it, between two of the 
board walls, but find it not so e.isy to reach. Between you 
and it, are h.ilf a dozen tough strings which you liad not 
noticed at tir.st — the eye c.uinot focus itself rapidly enough in 
the confusion of distances — which have to be cut through ore 
you can jiass. Some of them are rooted in the ground, 
straight and tense ; some of them dangle and wave in the 
wind at every height. 

‘•What are they? Air-roots of wild pines (fiJIad'hia), 
or of matapolos, or of figs, or of seguines (iiJiiloiJenJ roa, 
aitf/itirii'iii, izc.) or of .S'>me other parasite? Probably: but 
you cannot see. All you can see is. a> ymi put your chin 
close against the trunk of the tree and look up. as if you 
were looking up against tlie side of a grc.it ship set on end ; 
that some sixty or eighty feet np in tlie green cloud, arms as 
big as English forest tiees branch o!f ; and tint out of their 
forks a whole green garden of veget.ition has tumbled down 
twenty or thirty feet, and half climbed up again. You 
.scramble round the tree to find whence the aerial garden has 
sprung : you c.innot tell. The tree trunk Ls smooth and free 
from cliiulicrs ; and th.it mass of verdure may lielong possibly 
to the very caldes whicli you mot ascending into tlie gieen 
cloud twenty or thirty yards back, or to th.it imjienetr.rlde 
tangle, a dozen ^ards on. winch has cliiubcd a small tree, and 
then a taller one ag.iin, and then a t.ilier still, till it has 
climbed out of sight, and possibly into the lower br, inches of 
the big tiee. And wb.rt are their species 1 AVhat are their 
families ( AVho know.s ? Xot even the most exjierieneed 
woodman or hot. mist can tell you the n.rmes of jilants of 
which he sees only the stems.” 

Prom this tiee is piocurcd the YTld f'otton which h.is 
alrcadv la-en luentioncd on j'age B! 1. 1 la licve that yet no use 

has bel li fuuiid for this ih bc.iie .md shoit xidlow I'.bro. c-vce[it 
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,1-) ''ruiliiiLt foi- [lillow^ ami couchos. The native nevev troubles 
hiin>elt' to leiiiove the seeils, whieli aie haul, sj.heiical, nearly 
IJ u-k, aial about as larire .is peas. 

( 'ui AVAC' a ( HI I A'/.e’, — Pnpulaily c.ilh il T'.ush- 

lii.uter, a iiaiiio oiiein.illy ^Iven to it by the Dutch. Soine- 
tiiiie^ ir Is c.illeil ( 'll] ucui 11. AViieii liviiir', it is as beautiful 
as it is (l. Ailly. iiiit t!ie lovi K' piisuuitie colouis wliich play 
iiv. r tie' be ly limine life me ext n_'u’'lie'-l in death, and not 
cvi u W.iteiti'ii eiiuld le-tme to the 'kin the be.iuty of the 
luiiur sei[ii nt. It is fi.iiiid biitli hi tiees and on the giourid. 

< 'i I'l oi l! 1 i r Ibu 'i. — Tlieie aie,seveial spet-ie.s of tlii.s palm, 
.ill beluntrir" to the ^l•nus Maxiinili.ana Tlie most beautiful 



of t hi in s i he sj ee Os iiiiuit'niied by W atei ton, and ajipro- 
pi'.itily iniiitd .t/o . ///////'/,,,] injiii. “In this plant,” wiites 
K'ngsley, th.s iiimi.i aie set on all at the same di.stanfe 
apait, iind all n the same plains in opjio.site .sides of the 
stalk, giv'iiL; ^'1 f(, liaise a tn’and simplicity; and 

pi oiluc.n.n nil. ’ll tin- Muxin.tr I‘*af points tn-:s in the bienzr. 
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that curious appeal anco which I mentioned in an eailier 
chapter, of gieen glass wheels with lapMl}’ revolving spokes.” 

The leavp.s are sometimes twenty-tive feet or more in length, 
and then’ .stems are tiiangular. AVheu diied, they are won- 
derfully light, strong and el.i.stic, and are often cut into lengths 
and impioited to England as walking-stick.s. When t’oung, 
the tiee h.is sc.iicely any stem, tho leave.s .spiringing almo.st 
directly from thegrouul. These trees tiouri.sh best on sand 
or gravel. 

.Steibii.in de-ciilies tile young leaves as diverging from each 
other like the darning fuse of a shell. 

(,'ori.i .\i; (Li'iij.ti m ro.iroTiiri - lt is .sometimes misnamed 
the Ameiicau lion, and sometimes the panther, just as tlie 
jaguai goes by the name of ti.'or. In some pkice.s it i.s called 
ihe deei tiger. Mr. ( It Itiown had .i cuiiou.s adventuie 
with one of the-e animals — 

•• < hie moining. whilst retnining to c.imp along tlie jioitage 
p.ah that we weie eiittirg at Woimbubo fails, I walked fa.ster 
tiian the men, and got some two hmulied yaid.s in advance. 
.V- I lo'c the -lope of all uiievi u p cci‘ <>f giouiid, I saw a 
lai ge [.lima I /’. //- t‘i ) ,/ <‘1 >! n r ) ailvaticing .dong the other side of 
the rise tow.irds nie. with its no-e down on the ground. Tho 
moim lit 1 s.iw it 1 .sto[i['ed ; and at the .-anie instant it tossed 
up its head arid seeing me aKo eame to a stand. With its 
lin.ly half rioiichecl, its head eiect, and its eyes lonnd and 
lilai k, fiom -ts [injiil- having ex[i.inc.Ied in tho duskv light, it 
looked at once a noble and an ajipalling .sight. I glanced 
b.ick along our w.do path to .-ee if any of my men weie 
coming, as at the nioim nt I felt that it was not w-ell to be 
alone without some weajion of defence, and I knew that one 
of them had a gun : but nothing could I .-co. As long as 1 
did not move the [uima remained motii nle.s.s aLso, and thus we 
stood, some tiftecn yards .ajiai t, eying oi'o another curiou.slv. 
I had Iieard that tho linman voice is potent in scaring most 
wild. b,=ast.s, aral feeling iih.it the rime had niaived to do some- 
thing dc-p i.itc. I w.ivcd mv aims di the air and shouted 
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loudly. The effect on the tiger wa^ electrical ; it turned 
ijuickly on one side, and in two hounds was lo.-'t in the fore.st. 

1 waited until my men came n[(, however, Ijefoie passing the 
place at which it di.sajjpeareJ, in ca.se it might only he lying 
in aiiihush theie ; hut we saw nothing more of it. 

■■ When letuining down the poitage and diagging our boat' 
over, we .^aw a jagu.ir 'itting on a log near the .'amo spot, 
watching our movements with evident curiosity, and although 
the men were singing as they hauled the boats along, it did 
not seem to mind the noise. As s.mn as it saw that it was 
observed, it jumped off' the log, and with a low growl made 
oft'. Fiom this 1 infer that the Ihght of my puma must have 
heen owing' more to the windmilldike motion of my arms than 
to my Voice. ” 

< 'oi i.,\i ANAi!\ — W.itertou dotes not give sullieient descrip- 
tion of this su.iko for identilicatii.m. It is almost certainly 

M/t/a 

It is ch ir.ieteristic of Waterton that lie should have sat 
iliwu iiiimeili.itely after his b.ittle with tlu- snake to semi an 
aceoiiiit (if it in Latin he.xameters to his old friends at Jitoiiv- 
iiui'st Mr. Kdmuml Waterton only latcdy di.scovered the 
ilut uiiietit in pencil among his fathers jtipers. 

('ofl.’Miv ( . 1 /■/('( ///!/(( iiifiJii ) — Siiiietimes .spelleil Cuuriil.t. 
Tlie White Mangrove of the t'olonists. 

Till' tri'i's grow in 2 ir"fu'ion oii the shore, reacliing a height 
of ritty nr sixty feet, and from their muter br.tnelies dangle 
iiinmnei'aldi- air-roots, which, when thev re, tell th ■ grouml. 
Will strike into it. .nul hi come the stems of future trees The 
iiiaiiatee is fond of browsing on the le.ives of the Lotirada. 

t iiAiu'.'ooi) (t u nj — The ti’ec is very Useful on 

.■ici'ouiit of an tiil. c.illed ‘cr.ib oil,’ which is exiiros-ed from its 
sted'. It 'fives various punio-e'. and gives a good light 
when liuiiied in a Limp. Tie- timber of the ( tab wood is in 
great refpiest for inast.s ami .sjiars. 

— A s^ieeies of Trng.m, - milar in -ize to the Ijoeloi.i 
bill loiuitti'i" 111 ('•iliuivs. .Is molitloiH* I l(v Watcilm. 
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Ceabier. — Tlie Boat bill . — It is a 

small Lorun. hiving an oJillv-shapoJ beak, iiuieh re'embhng a 
boat turned upside down. It l're(pient,s the .shores, and feeds 
cliiellv on the smaller crustae^a. Sometimes it is called the 
M’allaba Bird. 

Cricket. — VCaterton u.^es the collo piial term. The so-called 
Crickets are in fact Cicadas, several .s| eeies of Mhich are 
common in the southern paits of Europe. Only one British 
species i.s known, and way be found in the Xew Forest. In 
Cuiana, the Cicadas attain a veiy largo size, and their cry has 
been compai-cd to the whistle of .a railway eiigino. 

Cuckoo, He'iali.ic rc./o//'s). 

Curlew, Scarlet — 'Waterton heie employs the colloquial 
name for the tieailet Ibi.' Cl'u >■$ 

There are soveial species of IbC. the mo.'t familiar being 
the sacred Ibis of Egypt, whieli iiguros so largely in the 
ancient Egiptian 'Culptuies and paintings. Th's is 1 ut a dull 
bird in colour, being only -white and black, and with a neck 
quite bare of feathm's, ami looking as if made of a verv old 
and very crumpled l.ilack kid glove. 

The Scailet Ibis, however, is fur moie beautiful than ouv ef 
its congeners, being of a most br'lli.int .scarlet, with a few 
patches of jet black 



il.. I. > ' I ' 

The aceompanying dlu'ti.-.tion lepire.sent' one of the-e hiids 
at A .qiponed when -unning it-elf in the Zoological C.udeiis. 
It bowed its land until tin- tip of tlm euived 1 e.ik ncailv 


n o 



40 :; 


f:XPr.AXATORY INDEX, 


touched the ground, half opened its wing.s, thrust them 
forward, and kept up a tremulous movement of the feathers 
over the whole body. The bird is mostly found along the 
coasts. 

Another species, the River Ibis {Ihls infuscatus), is found, 
as its name imports, on the I'iver.s of Guiana. It is larger 
than its scarlet relative, but is not nearly .so handsome, being 
dull olive green, with light green legs and beak. It goes by 
the popular name of Curi-curi, in consequence of it.s cry, which 
is said to resemble the'e words. 

D. 

Deer. — tieveral species of Deer inhabit Guiana, but that 
mentioned by Watertuii is probably the Poinst Deer {Ceroid 
/ill III!/ id). It is a .sniall animal, reddish fawn in colour, spotted 
with white on the tlauks, and with little .straight horns. The 
native name is YViriebiserie. 

Di.vmo.vd IbicK. — This is a very singularly-shaped rock, 
clo.so to P(.iinte dll Ihamaute, and having only a narrow 
channel between it.self and Martinique. The shape is roughly 
conical, and is said to resemble the gi'eat Pyramids of Egypt, 
tint to be twice as large as the largest of them. 

“In the end of l.’sO.’i,” writes the late C. Kingsley, “ Sir 
Samuel Hood saw that French .ships passing to Fort Royal 
harbour in Alartinique escaped him by running through the 
deep channel between Pointo du Diamante and this same 
I'lick, which rises .sheer out of the water Giiij feet, and is 
about a mile round, and only accessible at a point to the 
leeward, and even then only when there is no surf. He who 
lands, it is .said, has then to creep through crannies and 
dangerou.s steeps, round to the windward side, when the eye is 
.'•uddenly relieved by a sloping grove of wild fig-trees, cling- 
ing by innurneiable air roots to the cracks of the stone. 

So Hood, with th.at inspiration of genius so common then 
among sailors, laid his .se\enty-fnur, the frutmir. close along 
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side the Diamond ; made a hawser, with a traveller on it, fast 
to the ship and to the top of the rock ; and in Januaiy, 1^04, 
got three long l'4’s and two l^’s hauled up far above his mast- 
head by sailors who, as they ' hung like cluster?,’ appealed 
‘ like mice hauling a little sausage. Scarcely could we hear 
the governor on the top directing them with his trumjiet ; the 
Ceiitaur Ij’ing, close under, like a cocoa nut shell, to which 
the hawsers are affixed’ {Saved t'/ivonichs). 

“ In this strange fortress Lieutenant James Wilkie Alaurice 
(let his name be recollected as one of England's forgotten 
woithies) was established with ll’O men and boys, and am- 
munition, provisions, and water for four months ; and the 
rock was borne on the books of the Admiralty as his Ma- 
jesty’s ship Diamond Rock, and swept the seas with her guns 
till the 1st of June, 18P.3, when .she had to surrender, for 
want of powder, to a French scpiadron of two 7 4’s, a frigate, 
a corvette, a schooner, and eleven gunbo.its. after killing and 
wounding some seventy men on the rock alone, and destroy- 
ing three gunboats, with a lo.?s to herself of two men killed 
and one wounded. 

“ Remembering which story, who will blame the traveller 
if he takes off his hat to his Majesty’s quondam corvette, as 
he sees for the rirst time it< pink and yellow sides shining in 
the .sun above the sparkling seas over which it domineered of 
old ? ” 

I may add that the sailors were greatlv amused at their 
very remarkable sloop, and invariably u-.ed nautical terms 
when speaking of it, or •'her. ’ For example, when they had 
by extreme ingenuity " parbuckled ’’ a couple of guns nearly 
to the summit of the rock, they named them the topgallant 
battery.” Everything went on ex.ictiv as on board a man-.if- 
war. Watches were .set and relieved .u-cording to naval dis- 
cipline, observations were daily taken. :uid. except that there 
was no man at the wheel, and mi .sails had to be looked after, 
the cretv had iu-t ih? s.une duiie? ,i? if ilie rock had lieen :i 
sliip atloat . 


n n 
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"When at la<t thev did siirrendef. they were allowed to 
leave their '■^loop'’ with all the honours of w*ar, and to 
row tliemeelvcs in their own boats to the French ships. 

UtiLi'inx. — The creature which AATuerton here describes is 
not the true dolpliin, which is one of the mammalia, and not a 
ti'h bin i^ the ('uivpheiie (l.'oi'iiiihdu. la i>iiurh). a .splendid 
ll'ii. which ^aihiiw -will m-i.-t on c.illingby the name of dolphin. 
The ■wa.,!pon which is thrown at, or rather dropped upon the 
li'h i- called by the name of ” grains.” and much resembles 
X'epTuno's tiideiit. except that it has live poiiitN instead of 
thn e The cohaiis (»f tlie dying (.'orypheno are singularly 
beantiiVl , but it is evid-ut that tlie thick, tough, blubber- 
lined hide of the true d li.Liu toukl undergo no change. 

Ib i AL \i; \i.i. — One of the many useful .sjiecies of West 
luilian iauii-m. the value of which i' not .sinliciontlv recog- 
iil'-ed in thi^ country. The wi.iod is very h.ird, clci.-e grained, 
heavy, duiable. and deep red in colour. Only the heart-wood 
1' u-ed A' IT is ^potted with blacki'li-brown, like the 
jagitiT' .-kin. it i- ottmi called T'ger-wood. The tn-e is rare, 
and K'l iiu)'-tly iio.ir tli*^ JC'^sccjuiln). It cliiGllv in 

clay and s.indy smi-. and re.iehes about one bundled and 
Twenty fi-et in lit-iglit Tlie he.ut-wood. however, is seldom 
more than twn fi--t in d aim ter 

Jh'Uii.'i'.vi i;.\ ( Cl/Zc/'O/y V //,-•/-•). — This hiid, like 

the L’ligli-h 2'aitridge. builds a ne-t on the ground, but is 
a bitter arcli.'tct. Tlie ne-t is made of leaves and twigs, 
.111'] i- pi e-i'd under tlm -liclti-r of a bu-h. It is roofed, and 
Im- a -mall enliaiicc in front '1 he eggs are eight or nine 
in number, white in colour, and are about as large as those 
of the Ijainani. 

11 . 

J-Aoi.t:. W late TIe.tded {JLiJi-n /, iiroCf I 

I.Boxy Ti'.ef. — T here are -everal tiee- which fiirni-h the 
' 1 11 known ebony of conimerce. but tlio best kind i- obtained 
* rorii the lie.irt-wood of 
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Egeet. — This beautiful little heron (Ardea ejretta), is 
pure white in colour except the delicate train feathers, which 
have a slight creamy tinge. Thev are long enough to hang 
over the tail, which they conceal «h -n the bird is in repose. 



Owing to their beauty, these pliiuio.s aie in great rerpie.st for 
the ornamentation of head dre^ies. not only for tlm natives, 
but for ladies in Europe. The natives, who take gi eat pride 
in thi'ir headalre"e'' of ceiciuony, and arr.mge the feathers 
\\ ith marvellous ta.>te. inaki- much ime of the plumes, which 
they mingle with the fe ither^ of m.icaws and parrots 

The secoml sketch was t.iken from a tine specimen in the 
posses.slon of.!. F. .lack'on. Ehcp. of Ihxli'v As evening had 
come on the bird h.id letired to a sort of small grotto on the 
edge of a pond, and had sunk to .sleep, as ro[a'e.'ented (p. dtHt ). 
Owing to the darknes' of the evening [ liad nearly passed the 
bird without seeing it, and hut for the snowy wliitencs.s of 
its plumage, it would have escaped unnoticed. 
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In manv parts of Giiiana the Egret is called by the name of 
^yhito (tanldin. 


I’, 


Eui, ^\ iLr> (tjha). 

FiM;n. EEii-nEAT>El) (Probably Fansfrina gnluris). 

i.v. — I n Tropical America there ;ire so many lumi- 
niuis injects which go by the popular name of firefly that 
no particular specie.- can be hei'e designated. Most of these, 
however, are Ijeotle- belonging to the group of elater.s. Many 
.'pccie.' exi-t in Engl.md, and are well-known as skip-jack 
beetles, .spring-beetles, or click-beetles, because if laid on their 
b.aeks, they sjaing up in the air with a smart click, and take 
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their ch.ince of hilling on tlieir legs. The terrible wire-worm 
is the larva of one of tlie.se beetles 

The s] levies which is nio.st couuaon is the Cucujo (Purn- 
plioi'iii ////co/o.s?/.,.) A.s Is the case with our glow-wmrm, the 
light disappears after death, and, indeed, how’ it is produced 
in lite is an unsolved my.stery. Even the Sjiectroscope yields 
iio information, giving only a ‘ continuous ’ .spectrum, i.e. one 
which i.s not crossed by line.s, either dark or luminous. 

Still, the light which the insect emits is so powerful that, 
as M aterton mentions, it will, if held over a paper at night. 
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permit tiie holder to read or write by its natural lantern. It 
is seen at its best when on the wing, a.s it then discloses four 
luminous spots, of which only the upper pair are visible 
when the insect is at rest. 

The upper pair are oval in shape, and are seen at the base 
of the thorax, one on either side, and after death fade into a 
brownish yellow. "When the beetle expands its wings for 
flight, two more spots are seen, which had been concealed by 
the wing-cases, so that the appeai-ance of a single Firefly on 
the wing is gorgeous in the extreme, and, considering that they 
fly in countles.s thousands, their coruscating lights can be 
compared to nothing but starry shower.s of fireworks. Even 
in the warmer countries of Europe the Fireflies are very 
beautiful, but they are completely surpassed in splendour by 
those of the tropics. 

In one of his es.says, Waterton mentions an absurd state- 
ment, that there are certain birds which fasten Fireflies on 
their nests in order to keep off the bats which might devour 
their young. He very curtly dispose.s of the matter by 
Saying that bats do not eat young birds, ljut that they do 
eat Fireflies, and would in consequence ratlier be attracted 
than frightened by them. 

Fl.\mixgo (riid uicoptems riihtr ). — Waterton devotes part 
of one essay to a congenial task, tliat of demolishing an 
error in natural history. This particular error concerns the 
nesting of this bird, which is said to rai.se conical mounds of 
mud in order to keep its nest out of the water, to lay its 
eggs on the top of the heap, and to sit upon tirem with its 
legs hanging down into the water. 

This attitude, as ATaterton showed, liy reference to his own 
herons, is not neces.sary. the long leg.s of tlie Flamingo and 
the heron being as ea.sily bent under the body as those of tlie 
short-legged birds. In consequence of a conversation with 
AVaterton on the . subject, I went to the Zoological Gardens 
in order to watch the attitudes of the Flamingo, and was greatly 
struck with the lithe activity of the bird. I made a number 
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of from tlmiii. come of wliicli aie here given to the 

re.'iiler. 

huiigijie' from stnifeil '^^^^'CLnie^s. iho I’l.rumjgo seems to l)e 
rather an a« kwar J hiial, i ut in reality, it is peeuliarlv easy and 
graceful in it' movements. The long neck can lie tvrined and 
turned in all direction--, very much like the coils of a serponT, 



or the lithe proboscis of the elephant. .‘^ome of the curiou? 
attitudes which it assuiiie.s are .sliotvn in the ilhi-trations. 

As may he seen bv them, the legs, awkward as they may 
seem are as much under command as the neck, and I have 
seen the Flamingo scratch its head with its claws as ea.sily as if 
u Were a parrot a canary. Any one who had not studied 
the living bird, would liave thought that when it required 
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repose, it would squat tai the eround. so as to re-t its stilt like 
legs. I'.iit, in common with many other biiiF. it shops while 
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standing' on one leg, which is kept perfectly .straight, while 
the neck lies in folds upon the .'hoiihler, with the head nestling 
among the feathers. 

Tlii^ position of the head during sleep or illness is universal 
among birds, and is popularly called putting the head under 
the wing.” How such a phrase could have been invented or 
perpetuated is really wonderful, as any one who has kept 
poultry nr pet bird.s of any kind mu.st have noticed that the 



head i.s not hidden under the wing, but re.sts among the 
plumage of the shoulders. So, we mu.st bid farewell to our 
pretty nur.ser}- rhyme 

••The 1101 th viiiil doth lilou. 

And we shall lirive .snow. 

And what will poor Kuhin do thi-n. 

Poor thing ’ 

Ho viill sit 111 a h.iin 
To kfep hnnself w.u'in. 

And hide his head under his wing. 

Poor thing ! " 

During life the beak of tlie ILiiiiingo is jiinki.sh vellow at 
the base, becoming black at the tip. After death, however, 
although the tiji ret.iins its blackne.s.s. it lose.s its polish, 
and fades into dingy yelluwi'li brown Siinilarlv. the legs, 
wliich are red in life, become hrowii at death, and the oiilv 
mode of re.storiiig the.se colour.s has been liv emploviiig paint, 
which has really a ghastly appearance. I have not had tho 
oppor! unity of treating the beak of a Fhiiiiiiigo as Waterton 
manngtJ to colour the beak of a toucan, but I have little 
doubt th.it the procos- would he as ollectual with one bird as 
It has been with the other. 
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'I'he fc.itlier^ are iiio-tlv white with u slight jiiiik tinge, 
but the wing-feather-, are mo>tly brilliant scarlet, and have 
earned for the bird the generic title of Phcenicopterus, t.e. 

■ seal'll ‘twinged. ’ 

The curving bond, or angle in the beak of the Flamingo, i.s 
given to the bint in order to enable it to feed after its own 
[leculi.ir f.ishiiin. Like the duck, the Flamingo feeds by 
dabbling with its beak in muddy water, and tiltcring out the 
nutritive matter bv me.ins of an arrangement which much 
I'e'embles a pair (if very line, .soft, and flexible combs, fitting 



into each other in .stiainer fashion. The duck, having short 
legs, (MU pu'h it' bill into the water without difficulty, but 
owing to it.s very long neck and legs, the Flamingo could not 
do so, except for the peculiar curve in it.s bill, which enable.s 
it to place its he.id upside down when it feeds, and in this 
r.ither odd position to extract nourishment from the water. 

Any one who wishe.s to see th<? mechanism by which a 
Flamingo .separates the nutritive .siihstiinces from the water, 
has only to take the head of a duck and examine the beak 
and tongue. In order that the structure should be seen in 
perh'Ction, the head ought to he held under water during 
e.xainin.atioii, the beak widely (spened .and closed, and the 
linger he u^ed as well as the eyes. 

The accoiiip.anving illu.stration.s are taken from sketches 
made at the Zoologic.il llardens, in order to show the e.xtra- 
ordiinrv altitudes into which this bird throws it-elf, and 
e'pecially the power of h.dance on one leg when sleeping, and 
the e.xtraordinary contortions into which the bird can twist its 
neck while the body is re-ting on the ground. 

FT.vi.xg-Fish ( £'.coc(/t('s ro^ifaus). — ATaterton, while men- 
tioning the tl'ght of this curious tish, does not touch on the 
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disputed point of its capneity to alter its course in the air, or 
to extend its flight by flapping its wing-like fins. C. Kingsley, 
however, believes from personal observations, that it can do 
both. 

“ The flying-fish now began to be a source of continual 
amusement, as they scuttled away from under the bows of 
the ship, mistaking her, probably, for some huge devouring 
whale. So strange are the}’ when first seen, though long 
read of and long looked for, that it is ditllcult to recollect that 
they are actually fish. The first little one was mistaken for 
a dragon-fly, the first big one for a grey plover. 

The flight is almost exactly like that of a quail or part- 
ridge-flight, I must say ; for, in spite of all that has been 
learnedly written to the contrary, it was too difficult as yet 
for the English sportsmen on board to believe that their 
motion was not a true flight, aided by the vibration of the 
wings, and not a more impuKe given fas in the leap of the 
salmon) by a rush under water. 

"That they can change their course at will i.s plain to one 
who looks down on thorn from the lofty deck, and still more 
from the paddle box. The length of the flight seems too great 
to be attributed to a few stroke.-- of the tail ; while the plain 
fact that they renew their fiiglit after touching, and only 
touching, the .surface, would seem to show that it was not due 
only t(j the orig'nal impetus, for that would be retarded, 
instead of being quickened, every time they touched. Such 
were our fli’st impre.ssions ; .and they were eonfirmed by what 
we saw on the voyage home.’’ 

I think that this statement from a good naturalist and 
keen sportsman, such as was King-'ley, settles the question of 
flight I doubt, however, whether the fish dip into the sea for 
the purpose of wetting their wings, as .sugge.sted by AYaterton. 
Perhaps their flight may he like that of the short-winged 
birils, and consist of alternate dipping.s and risings. 

Frigate Bird (Attugfn iiqviln ). — This really wonderful 
bird seems mostly to be c.'Uipo.sed of feathers, the body 
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lii iuL; fjuite siii.ill, ami tin- t-xpaiidi'd wiiys measuring about 
uiiflit feat from tip to tip. The total length of the bird, 
iucliidiiig the hano tail, about three teet. The muscles of 
the lireast. bv uhirh the wings are moved, are theuiselves 
one rpvavter the weight of the entire body, dhu.s. like the 
nlliatross, it can pass tlie greater part of it, time on the wing, 
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not .seeming to feel fatigue. A.s it wheels its flight over ship.s, 
the sc.nrlet throat pouch is very <?onspicuous, the light shining 
tlu'iiugh Us skin when expanded 

It is a very voracious bird, and Dr, Dennett remarks that 
he has repeatedly si i-n it .sweep upon the top of the mast and 
c<trry away the Cfdoured vane. 

Being no diver, .an 1 a very poor swimmer, it is apt to 
pounce upon gannet' and other diving birds, and rob them of 
their prey. Shc>uld the gannet pluck up .sufficient spirit to 
r-sist, the Friuate hird is sure to he worsted. Both birds 
necessarily f.ill iut" the sea, wliere the gannet is ipiite at 
home, and esc.ipns by diving, while the Frig.ite liird is 
iieijilessly tlapjiilig about in the water. 

Ihe Colour of the adult male Frigate bird is black, with a 
glos, of thr* female Vx incr of raueh duller black above 

witi^oiU any and bavin^i the nutler s-urfaco nearly 

vhite. vith of reddish brown. 

lii.x r-i — This uuiinal i.s geiier<illv called 

v.iTiuah L' ox by the cohjiii-^t'-, and ^Iikaii" bv the natives, 
ft very .swift, and in fair clia^e can outrun most dogs. It 
1 " very ^uudl go-i-y in cdlour, and has a large bu.shv tail. 
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GoATSUCKT.r.s, — All these hirrls. r.f which there are many 
in Guiana, helong to the Gapiiuiulgiiho. and some, from the 
singular cry which thty utter, are objects of superstitious 
dread, both to natives and negioes. Kingsley gives an 
amusing and gra2)hic description of the alarm caused by one of 
these birds. After n.trratiiig how he tried to sleep, and was 
kept awake, first bv the rouqdiig of his coinjiunions, who 
broke down a four-post bedstead in their play, and then Ity the 
wind, tvhich blew all the clothes oft the bed. he proceeds as 
follows : — 

•• Then the dogs exjdoded out.side, probably at some hen- 
i'00.st robbing o^iossum, and hid a chevy through tlie cocos 
till they treed their game, and bated it to their hearts' con- 
tent. Then something el.-e exidoded— and I do not deny it 
set me more aghast than I had hi'en for many a Jay — ex- 
ploded I say, under the window, with a shiiek of hut-tut-tut- 
tut, Imt-tut, such as I hoje never to hear again. After which, 
dead silence ; save of the surf to the oast and the toads to 
the west. I fell a.sleep, wondering what animal could own so 
dete.stable a voice ; and in half an hour was awoke again by 
another explosion ; after which, happily, the thing, I suppose, 
went its wicked way, for I heard it no more. 

'■ I found out the next morning that the obnoxious bird was 
not an owl, but a l.irge Goatsucker, a Xycteribius. I believe, 
who goes bv the n.une of juiuby-bird among the English 
negroes ; and no wonder . for most gho.stly and hoirihle is his 
cry. 13 ut tvor.se ; he ha.s but one eye. and a glance from that 
glaring eye, as from the b.isdi.sk of idd, is certain deatli ; and 
worse still, he c.in turn olf it.s light as a iioliceuiau docs liis 
lantern, and become instantly invi.sihle : ojauions which, if 
verilled by exj'criment. are not always found to be in accord- 
ance with facts. But th.it is no reason why they should not 
be believed. 

‘ In ist, Vincent, for inAance, the negroes one evening 
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rushed shrieking out of a boiling-house. ‘ Oh ! Alassa Robert, 
we all killed. Dar one gi'eat iumby-bird come in a hole a-top 
a roof. Oh! AIas.sa Robert, you no go in; you killed, we 
killed,’ li-'c. drc. Alassa Robert went in, and could see no bird. 

‘ All ! Alassa Robert, him darky him eye, but him see you all 
da same. You killed, we killed,’ Ac., da capo. 

•• Ala.s^a Robert was not killed ; but lives still to the great 
benefit of his fellow-creatures, negroes e.-pecially. Xeverthe- 
less, the negroes hold to their opinion. He might, could, 
would, or .should have been killed ; and was not that clear 
proof that they were right 1 

•• After thi.s, who can deny that the negro is a man and a 
brother, pos.sessing the same rea.soning faculties, and exercising 
them in e.xaotly the same way, as three out of four white 
j)ersons t ’’ 

This is evidently the “ largest Goatsucker,” mentioned by 
AVaterton on page I'Jfi. 

(.iHEENHE.iUT {XcctanJ rn rodai), c.illed by the n.itives 
I’ibiri. — Here we have another of the neglected products 
of Guiana. King.sley thus mentions it in his .It Last : — 

“ The carapo is not the only tree of South America whose 
bark may be used as a substitute for cpiinine. They may 
be counted po.ssibly by dozens. A glance at the excellent 
enumerations of the uses of vegetable products to be found in 
Lindley’s I'c'je/afde Kinijduiu (a monument of learning), 
will .show how God provide.s, and how man neglects and 
wastes. 

" As a single instance, the laurels alone are known already 
to contain several valii.able febrifuge.s, among which the De- 
raerara Greenheart, or Ribiri, claims jwrbaps the highest rank. 

• Dr. Alaelagan has shown,’ says Dr. Lindley, that ‘ sulphate 
of Ribiri acts with rapid and complete success in averting 
ague.’ This tree spread.-s from .Jamaica to the Spanish Alain. 
It is plentiful in Trinidad, still more plentiful in Guiana ; yet 
all of it that reaches Europe is a little of its hard, beautiful 
wood for the use of cabinet m.ikers . while in Deiiierara. I am 
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assured by an eye-witness, many tons of the precious Green- 
heart bark are thrown away year by year. So goes the 
world, and man uieanw’hile at once boasts of his civilization 
and complains of the niggardliness of nature.” 

This is just the complaint made by' Waterton in more than 
one passage of the Wandtriiiijs. He had some furniture 
at Walton Hall made of the Greenheart, and very excellent 
furniture it was, and probably is still. 

Greenheart is one of the eight A 1 timbers at Lloyds’. It 
is employed for kelsons, planking, and ‘ knees,’ when the.se are 
not made of wrought iron. It is time that legal protection 
should be given to thi.s tree, for the timber-merchants and 
charcoal-burners have made great havoc with it. There are 
three varieties, called respectively, the Yellow, Black, and 
Mainop Greenheart. Logs are sometimes seventy feet long 
and two feet square. 

Every part of the Greenheart is itseful, bark, juice, and 
timber being equally valuable in the service of man. 

Geosbeak, Hcaelet {Cardiaalis Vlrijinlauus ). — This bird is 
called by various names, such as Virginian nightingale, Car- 
dinal bird, lire. In consequence of the beauty of its plumage, it 
is often brought to England, where it thrives well, but is apt 
to lose its magnideent scarlet plumage, and become whitish- 
red. In its native country' it builds in some thick evergreen, 
and lays live pale grey eggs splashed with greenish brown, 

Gu.vxa or lGL'AX.r {hjuana tuhcrculata). — This is a very' odd- 
looking, and not very' handsome lizard, which inhabits the 
West Indies, and is mostly' found on the branches of trees 
which overhang the water. It i.s rather large, an average .sized 
adult being about four feet long, while some attain a length 
of six feet. The body' however, is not very large, but the 
tail is very long, and can be lashed from side to .side so 
sharply, that a stroke will cau.se much pain. 

In Mr. Brown’s work on Guiana are some interesting 
remarks on this lizard, of which, by' the way, there are 
several .species : — 
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We were fre(|riently auiuseil with the uieniier in ^Yhich 
the lyuanas, aLirnieJ by the noi-e pvnjueod by the boat’s 
paJJles. threw t!ieiiii.elves from the overhanging branthes of 
trees into the river, many coming clown broad.side on the 
water. Th.eir Ihe^h resembles tliat of a chicken in llavour ami 
quality, and i.> very good when prcipeily cooked. 

■'They are exceedingly nmuenm.s on the river (the Cuyuni)^ 
where they dig lor." tinderground ehambev.s in the sandbanks 
at tlio end' of i'l.aids, in which they depO'it their ega'.s. Xcar 
the foot of a cataract, where there was a high beaclt. our men 
dug up the .sand in order to trace out .some of the.se chambers 
fur eges, and succeeded in c.iptnriiig fiuir Iguanas, which they' 
dragged out by their taiD and then seized by the back of the 
iKvk and .'ccuied. They had to be pretty quick, for the 
Iguana can turn round suddenly and give a feaiful bite. An 
Iguana luu't bedrauu from i(s bole with rapidity, for, if it 
has time to think, it lets go its tail at the base, leaving it iit 
the hands of the would be capturer, ami thus o.-capes. 

“ bhie of the.'O reptiles captured at it.s burrow, when killed 
and cut up for cooking, w.as found to contain text eggs of an 
ellipsoidal form, shell less, and midway in sj-ze between a 
pigeon’s and a hen'r, egg These are good eating when boiled 
for about live minutes and then allowed to get quite cubl. 
They’ then require .'ome manipnlution. A liole is made in one 
end of the skin, and the albuminous part, which never 
foaguL.tes, i.' .squeezed out ; then the skin is stripjjed off, and 
th,' semi hardeneil ya Ik, of the eonsi'temgv of butter, is eati-n 
with salt. 

’■ •lur men aiid the Indians had a most cruel way of pro- 
'■eiitiug captured la'i inas from e'Capiiig, by slitting down the 
Sides of two foie and two hind tees, on opposite feet, and 
li.i'sing the t(je' betws eii the boiie ami sinew in siie'u a lu, inner 
tint they could Hot be disengaged by the struggle.s of the 
poor anim.il. d'iw manner in which they were slaughtered, 
by inserting a haid-point ‘d stick upi one nostril into the 
biMiii, was also a v. ry* eriiel proceeding.’' 
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Peiliiips this may he a cruel way of killing the (luana. but, 
like iie.irlv .ill reiitiles, it is little sensitive to pain, and 
wonderfully tenacious of life, and, as it inu.st be destroyed for 
food, peihaps the pointed .-tick is the rpiicke.st mode of killing 
it. Xot that the n.atives tiouble them&elv'es about the in- 
fliction of pain, fur, iji'-ides the mode of .securing the (Juana 
a.s above mentioned, they .-ew its lips together, in order to 
prevent it from biting, and keep it without food until they 
w.iiit it. lleie, again, they are not more cruel than our rat- 
catcher.s, who used to sew together the lips of their ferrets, or 
our fishermen, who used to disable their loh-teis by ■■ pegging 
their claw.s a.s soon as caugJit. 

Gc.vva ( PiihUn III tree which bear.s thi.s 

well known fruit, is rjuite a little one, .scarcely larger than a 



privet bu-li, and the fruit is -mall, round and green. It can 
i)e c.iteir without .aiv preparation, hut is mostly made into 
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jellv. It is remarkaUe. however, that few tropical fruits, 
except the orange, the cocoa-nut, the pine apple, and the 
diu-i.ni, cm be cuiip.aied witli onr plums, peaches, .straw- 
ben ies. Ac. Tin* durian indeed, which is said by its lovers to 
be the kine' of fruits, requires an education before it can be 
appreci.ited ; but when it is once tasted, the eater feels as if 
he can never have enough of it 

Tliere are several specie.s of Ouava. among which is the 
little, .stunted looking 'Water Guava i/bhb'joe ybn hi //e). The 
ino.'t valued of them is the Perfumed Guava {P. jdiniftrinn), 
which glows abuinlantly on tlie h.mk.s of the Cuvuni river, its 
roots insinuating theinsed VC’s into the craek.s among the stones. 

At least .seven .species or varietie.s are cultivated. 


IT. 


II.vcKE.t {Si'h rc-Jcii 1 ri'ni t — .A tree growing in 
.sandy .soil, and lloweriiig in Ac’Vember. The flnwoi’.s are 
bright yellow, and when the tree.s are .seen .against the dark 
fnliago of the forest, they look like inas.se.s of gold. Hence 
the name fiiderodendron, or fstar-tree. 

The wood is not used for general purposes, on account of 
it.s extreme Imrdiiess, hut is excecilingly v.aln.able for cog.s, 
sliaft.s, Arc, The tree is ab att .sixty feet in height, and the 
wood is brown in colour. It .srjuare.s about fourteen inche.s. 

Hataiirtf, — XV,’ ••AYourali.” 

I! cMMoCK — Thc.se ingenious contrivances are now so well 
known in England that little ihwcription is needed. Here 
they are a luxury, and ,a very great one ; there, they are an 
absolute noceS'ity. 

They are soiuctiino.s foriiied of silk gia.s.s fibre, and .some- 
times of cotton, the l.itter being the more jilinnt, and the 
former the moie lasting. The best hammocks are not formed 
like nets, and knotted, but the .string.s are inteitwined .so that 
tliey ad.ipt theiuselvi s t > everv movement of the bodv A 
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native never goe■^ on a journey without bis hammock, which 
he rolls iiit(j a sort of rope, and passes it over one shouklei- 
and umler the other, just as otficei’s in the army wear their 
overcLvits on the inarch. 

In such a moist country as Guiana, where to sleep wet 
means to ensure a fever, and where a traveller will sometimes 
have ts walk day after day up to his knees in water, the 
h iimuock is a nece.ssaiy of life, V.'hen a traveller wishes to 
rest, he lias only to hang his hammock between a couple of 
trees, and he can tlieu cLunber into it, tub hi.s wet leg.s dry, 
and lie down in i-omfoit and secuiity. 

Hammocks are of various sizes, some being very small and 
made fur children, while others are large enough to hold tw-o 
or more people As a rule, liowever, eai h person has a 
hammock to himself. 



HaxXAQUOl (OrtaJ'i'hi nml mul ) — There are sever.il sjtecies of 
the Alotmots, as these bird.s are c.illed from tlie.r note, luit 
that which is given is prob.ibly ihut to which X\ ateitoii refers. 

i r 
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As the hill is Lirge in proportion to the size of the bird, and 
deeply notched along the ed^es. it has been by some persons 
thought to belong to the toucan tribe It is a solitary bird, 
and not to be seen except by those echo, Lke tVateilon, travel 
into the interior of the forests. 

iMr. C. B. Brown found a nest of the Ihinnnqaoi situated in 
a low tree. It w.is made of sticks, and contained four 
hpeckled eggs, .\bout erpial in size to those of the common fowl. 
The plumage of the Ilannarpioi is very beautiful, being almost 
entirely blue and green glossed with crimson, and there is a 
black velvety .spot on the breast and head. 

The bird ea.sily tamed, and soon becomes dome.sticated 
with the poidtry. 

H.vvaw.v TitLF.. -.Nee ".Xcaiari. " 

Herox, Bli'E {Ai-'f'.-a 

Brown iArih a cbv.sc/oj.s. ) Popularly called the (Trey 

Gauldin. 

Hm-iii.n- aV-' ••Parrot, .Sun,’' 

lliTiA. — As this tree is mentioned in conjunction with the 
siboal.ilis. it i.s probably an Enema. 

Horcti . — Ai e Powise." 

Hiiu Wild,-— .S're ••Peccary.'’ 

Hnvior (Pnuf.Jni fci/nnirni).- -Thh beantiful bird is one 
of the splendid group of the Trogous. whose plumage literally 
blazes with scarlet and green, contracted with velvet l)lack 
and snowy white, Thi.s particul.ir sjiecies is also called the 
(fub.i Trogon. ami it ic eacily recognised by means of the 
.singular chape of the tail-feathers. They have the central 
shaft of the featlmr extemling for .come little distance beyond 
the Web. and look e.xaclly Uc if they had be; n cut with a pair 
of cciscoi's. L'ho name of •/. ;/o/ ///•./>■,’ or ‘clip-tail,' is given 
to the bird in cousequeiiee of thi.s peculiaritv. 

A aterton says that the Hotitou clips its tail-feathers with 
its beak, but he nowhere ctatec that he had ever .seen it do 
so. and there ichttle doubt th.it the feather.s owe their curious 
foriu'u’on to nituve alone. Mr (h.uld .save, that the Tloutou 
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behaves much like the ■woodpeckers, ruiiuiiig about the trunks 
and branches of trees and pecking in,sects from their hiding- 
places under the bark 



IIoWLFH, (.l/yc'/is — Thi.s tine monkey, of 

which so many .strange stories are told, is sometimes men- 
tioned under the title of Ar.igiiato. It sometimes attains a 
total length exceeding six feet, the tail occupying more than 
half of that measurement. The following account of the 
Tied Howler is taken fioin Ylr. < '. I!. Brown’s work on 
Buiana ■ 

"At early morning, at dimk. and through the iiijlit. at all 
our c.imping jdaces, we were accustomed to hear tlie Howlers 
serenading. To my mind the sounds produced by the.'e 
monkeys more nearly re.seiubled a roar than a liowl. and when 
sutiiciently far olt are not unpleasant to tlie cai-. AVhon 
he.-rrd from a dist.nice of h.ilf a mile or so they seem to licgin 
with low notes, .swelling gradu.illy into louder and longer 
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ones till tliey merge into a prolonged roar, which dies gradu- 
ally aw.iy with a motirnful cadence. 

" When not more than one or two hundred yards away, 
and consequently plainly heard, they commence with a series 
of .short howls, ^yhich break oil: into grunts, and. at every 
repetition, become longer and longer till their voices have got 
fairlv in tune, wlien they give their tinal roar, which dies a.s 
giMiluallv away. Then, after an instant's silence, a few deep 
grunt.s are given, as if the remains of the compressed air in 
their throat diuins weie I.eing got rid of. Listening carefully 
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to the performance, one c.an detect a voice at a much higher 
kev than the otheis. ospeci.illy in the dying-away portion. 
The Indians s.ay this is made by a dwarf monkey of the .same 
family wliirli accompanies every troop. I was of the opinion 
tint it was tlie voice of a feni.ale Ibiwlor, but the Indians, 
who are very c, ireful ob.-ervers, saiel it was not. AVith their 
black negro-like face.s. and long red beard.s covering the bony 
liowling apparatus below tbeir throats, they are curiou.s 
looking creatures,’’ 

Some .spi'i'imens of the Tied Howler which were brought to 
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England, exhibited the peculiar structure of the throat mo.-it 
admirably. When the monkey opens its mouth, the de- 
velopment of the ‘ hyoid ’ bone is easily .seen. It forms a 
kind of bony drum communicating with the wind-pipe, and 
enabling the animal to emit those horrid yells which have 
earned for it the pojjular name of Howler. 

The reader is here recpiested to look at the note upon the 
" Xondescript.’’ 
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HuiniiNG-niuD. or Kakaui.mi I'l (Topn-.n some- 

times called the Crimson Topaz. — This is one of two hum- 
ming-birds which are distinguishable by the length of two 
tail-feathers, whicli are supjiosed to re.seiulde the eloiigited 
tails of the aras or macaws. The other species is the lierv 
topaz [Tupd-.a j'lirn), so called because the general colour of 
the bird is darning scarlet instead of the rich crimson which 
<listinguishe^ the Karabimiti. 

1 he food of the huiiiiiiing b;rd> "a.- long a matter of 
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nncertiinty, but bus been ilefinitively settled by Waterton 
and other practical naturalists who came after him. 

Xeither the monkey nor tlie humuiing bird, on account of 
the formation of the feet in this, ;aid of the hands in that, 
can labour on the ground for their food. Yet, when they are 
in the right region to aciptire it. there i.s a vi.siljIo difrerence 
in their mode of proceeding'. Thus, the monkey .^its on tlie 
branch, and in that ])ei.sition siijiplies it,s want.s with what 
the tree produces. Ent ih* humming-bird must be on the 
wing whil.st it extract' food from the tiower.s. and never can 
it po.s'ibly lie .seen to t.ike nouri.'hment whilst perching on 
a twig, 

“■ Thi.s rule is ab.solute for the humming-bird. 

'■ Tlie vault of heaven olTer.s a large supply of food to the.se 
bird.s. It is interesting to see how they satisties the call of 
hunger, by invading the column.s of insects which frequent 
the’circumamhierit atmnsj.Lere. Darting from the shade with 
the rapidity of a meteor, the humming-ldrd stops shoit at the 
eolnmn and tlimi, app.ironlly motionless, it regale.s itself, and 
then dejiarts as suifily as it had approached, 

"Authors aie divided as to the ex.ict kind of food which 
humming-bird' i-eipiiie. In all the sjecies vhieli I have in- 
spected (and I have iii'jioeted not a fewi I h.ivo found insects, 
or fr.igments of iii'Cets in the o sopliagU' ; and oee.isionally, 
by apjilying my tongue to the contents of the stomach, I have 
experienccil a sweet ta'te. as though of sugar and water, fstill, 
were 1 a'led if I eonsidei-ed that the nectar in tlowers consti- 
tuted the princiji.il food of hiuumiiig birds. I should answer 
in the negative Insects foim their piincipal food. The 
robust fr.imes of these hinls seem to lequiie something more 
solid TO siijijiori liie than the neetan mis diwv abstracted from 
tlowei's . and I ih ii t exactly see, if the.'C birds do jiiincijially 
exi't on this kind of nutriment, liotv it is that tliev continue 
to kecji it jaire in their owm hot stnmaeh.s ; and then, by a 
pi'oce" unknown to us convey it to the 'toiiiaeh.s of their 
gajiing little one'. ’ 
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XVaterton wa-i, as visual, perfectly right in hi.s snrmise.'i. 
Several experiments have been made since he was in tJuiana, 
and they have proved the soundness of his rea.'Oniiig. 

3Ir. XVehber succeedeil in taming a rubyAhroated hum- 
ming-bird, which would come from any part of the room, and 
eagerly vlrink sugar and water and honey from a china-cuji, 
perching on the brim, anil thrusting its long beak into the 
sweet mixture as far as the verp' base. 

The same naturalist afterwards reared a pair of ruby- 
throats, which weie .so completely domesticated that, 
although they went away with their comrades at the n.sual 
time of migration, they returned to the hoii.se in the follow- 
ing season and brought their mates with them, so that in 
time there was quite a family of humming-biids perched 
uj'ou the cups and drinking. 

He found, however, that they required other food besides 
nectar, and discovered that they weie in the habit of poi.sing 
themselves l.ipfore spider-webs, and dtlieatoly jacking out the 
sjiider from the centre of its wi h. iMr. (.lo'se. vho tamed 
several humming birds during hi.s .stay in Jamaica, found that 
they required insects as well as syiup. and were especiall_v 
fond of small ants, that used to ciawl into the .syriqi, and 
nearly cover its surface with their bodies. 

I may here mention tliat Uimiti i.s the native name for 
Humming-birds in general. Thus K'Ara riimiti is ‘ The Ara 
Humming-bird,’ as .stated by ATaterton. 

I. 


IciBounor. — I can only lind one J.ay which in the Itn.st 
agrees with AVateiton’s ih .scription , it is ( ’■/i.ni'ci'rrr.r 
But it i.s a Xoith Ameriian bird, and could nut live in 
Gui.ina. 

I(.i A.N A — S, r ( oiana." 

IxiiiA Tlriuui! Ti’it {/'!•■>/■: i/tin'ii-ii).- Sometime.s called 
the ( 'aoutelioue Tree. 
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Jabiru (Myctvria Auiericana ). — The Jablius, of whiuh there 
are several species, are closely related to the well-known 
adjutant birds of India, and belong to the family of storks. 
Large as aie several of the .storks, the Jabirus are still larger, 
and come next to the ostriches in point of size. They may be 
easily distinguished from other storks by the shape of their 
very large beaks, which turn slightly upward at the point. 

<Jne species inhabits Australia, and from the account of 
Dr. Bennett, who kept one in confinement for a long time, it 
almost exactly resembles the South American species, especi- 
ally in it.s extreme warine.s.s. It is so cautious that even the 
uative.s find great difticnlty in procuilng a specimen. 

The bird became very tame, and was allowed to wander 
about the house and yard. It made friends with the cook, 
and when hungry, u.-ed to search for her. It never tried to 
steal the meat, but waited jiatiently until it was out up. Dr 
Bennett mentions that it would catch ilies on the wing, and 
that he has seen it, while squatting on the ground, with its 



long legs doubled up beneath its body, dart its 
bill into the ground, and drag out the Lirvie of 
in.seets, mostl}- those of the great cicada. 

On account of the black, bare head, the Dutch 
of Surinam call it negro-cope, or black-head. 

Both illu.'trations here given were sketched in 
the Zoological Guldens from the .same bird, in 
order to .show how completely the attitude alters 
the aspect. The first .shows it as it was viewed 
from behind. The h rd was then standing 
quietly, renting the whole weight of its body on 


one leg. and having the other slightly raised. 
It.s attention was roused by my movements as 


I -hiftcd about to lu-ocnre a f.ivourable view, and it kept a 
watchful cie upon me tlie while 
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The second view was taken from tlie front, when the Jabiru 
was enjoying itself in the sun. While thus employed, it 
kept up a continual shivering movement of the feathers, just 
as has been related of the ibis. In its native state it is to be 
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found on the banks of lakes, marshes, and rivers, and feed.s 
upon the aquatic rejttiles, tish, &c., which it tinds in such 
localities. 

Every traveller in Ouiana is sure to see this splendid bird, 
and Mr. C. E. Brown often met with it. lie gives the 
following description of the nestling ; — 

I was greatly amused with the appearance of two young 
but fully hedged Jabirus, which stood on their large, flat nest, 
conijioscd of sticks entwined together, on the branch of a 
large isolated tree, growing on the river’s bank. They looked 
like two shipwrecked mariners on a rock in mid-ocean, 
waiting to be delivered from their lonely watch by a pa.ssing 
ship. They stood there as if sc.inning the horizon, apparently 
deeji in thought, shifting their position now and then from 
one leg to the other, or taking a solemn or stately stroll 
round the coniines of their nest. Thus we left them, to .await 
the time when tlieir powers of llight would be suliieieiitlv 
ileveloped to eii.ible them to go fortli into the world and 
forage for themselves. They were fully fe.ithered with a 
grey plumage, which on jnoulting would change to puie 
white.” 

The 'air.e aullior ineiition^, on aimthcr [lage. tlii‘ h.ilnts of 
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a dornebticaA'cl Jabiru. which behaved very much after the 
fa■^llifln of the bird dc cribcd 1)\' ])r. lieiinett. 

■■'J'he jaople had a t.iiae Jabiru, which >talked about in a 
most delilierate and stately way, as if every step it took was a 
matter of deep deliberation. In spite of its sage looks there 
was some fun in it. as it seemed to enjoy playing a practical 
joke now and then on the village dog.s for whenever it had 
a chanct it 'talked stealthily behind one and delivered a well 
directed prod with it.s pointed beak, full on the dog’s back, 
which caused the doit to tly and the ohl Jabiru to • smile 
inwardly.’ 

If the Jabiru can tind a tall, pill.ir like rock, it is sure to 
build its nest on it ju.'t as does the stork. 

Schomburgk give.s a touch ng account of a Jabiru which had 
bu It it.s nest on the top of a tall ba'.dtie pillar named Piero- 
piapa, about tifty feet in he'ght. (.'ne young bird was in the 
nest, and the mother, on .seeing the travellers, tlew to it.s 
liel]'. and stood gii.ird ovov it. One of Schomburgk’s men 
saw the biiil stall. ling over its young and shot it before he 
could be checked. 

The Jabiru is called by the natives Turarama. Its lle.sh is 
eatable, and is .said to reseinble beef. 

J.\i AV.iKs. — The specic.s here described is the Great Jacamar 

The mode of feeding employed by this bird, and described 
by Kingsley in At exactly coiroborates Waterton's 

account. He h.id been startleil by seeing a bat Hy past 
at mid d.iy, the .shade of the tropical foic.st being so dee]) and 
dark. 

‘•'And there is .mother! Ko ; as it turns, a blaze of 
metallic azure off the tij'jer .side of the wings proves this one 
to lie no bat. but a morplio, a motli as big as a liat. And 
what was that second l.trgo lia'li of golden green, which 
dashed at the moths, and back to yonder branch not ten feet 
otf 1 A Jacamar — kiiigtisher. as they miscall her lieie, sitting 
fearless of man, witli the n.oth in her long beak. Her throat 
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is snowy white, her under pirts a rich brown. Her breast 
■and all her upper plumage and long tail, glitter with golden 
green. There is light enough it .seems, in the forest.” 

The morpho, by the way, is a butterfly, and not a moth. 
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.lAfiU-iR {Lcopar'hji oiic "). — Waterton did not see much of 
the jagu.trs (which he sometiines calls tigers), and certainly 
was not afraid of them. (Mr. Brown give.o the following 
account of the mode in which the jaguar is successfully 
hunted : — 

“ On returning to the head of the Xew River for provisions, 
we were followed for many miles by a Tiger, for on going 
back we saw its huge tr.u-k.s in the swainjo' places on our 
patli 

“• ^Yith good hunting-dogs fine Jaguar .ind Biima hunting 
might be obtained on tlie banks nf this river, where without 
doubt they are exceedingly ninr.enm.s. 

“■ Alaiiy of the Indian hnnting-dog.s, trained for deer or 
ta]iir will hunt Tigers. When on the track of cither of those 
animals, should they come across the scent of a Tiger, their 
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eager and confident manner of pressing on after the game is 
iminediatelv changed, and with the hair on tlieir hacks erect 
they become cautious and nervou.s to a degree, jumping at 
even the snapping of a twig. Abandoning the hunt they take 
up the Tiger’s track and follow it. But should the huntsman 
call them from it, or not cheer them on with his voice from 
time to time, they exhibit gie.tt fear, and keeping clo.--e to his 
heels cannot be induced to hunt any more in that district for 
that day. 

“ On the contrary, if allowed to follow the Tiger, they track 
it up with caution, being fully aware of the cunning dodge 
practised b}’ that animal ; which is, when the dog is close at 
hand, to spring to one side and lie in ambush until it passes, 
when with one spring the dog is seized. 

Ordinary dogs would fall a prey to this trap, but not the 
self-taught Tiger-dogs. Their tine powers of scent warn them 
of their near apjproach to the quarry, when they advance with 
great caution, never failing to detect the Tiger in time, and 
when once their eye is npion their enemy it lias no chance of 
escape. 

“ In its pride of strength, the Jaguar scorns the dogs, and 
with a ru.sh like a hall from a cannon springs madly at one of 
them, feeling sure that it cannot escape It lia.s reckoned, 
however, without its host, for the dog eludc-s the sjiring with 
ease, and with great quickne.ss flies on the Tiger's ilaiik, giving 
it a severe nipi. As the Tiger turns with a growl of pain and 
disappointment, the clog i.s off to a little dist.ince, yelping 
lustily, and never remaining still an iimtaiit. hut d.irting first 
on one side and then on the other. After one or two iii- 
efl'ectual charges the Tiger gives it up, and on the approach of 
the hunter springs into the neare.st suit.ihlo true, which it 
.seldoiu leaves alive."’ 

It i.s to he wished that Wateiton had secured an uninjured 
specimen of a Jaguar skin, on which he might have exercised 
his unrivalleil powers of ta.xidermy. 

Jr.Mi'.o. — llie negroes still retain this term' for their chief 
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deity, wliiela, of course, is a malignant one. They crouch in 
abject terror before Jumb). who. acc(;riliiig to them, t.ikes 
p.osso^siim of birds (^ce Goatsucker;, de.solate .swamps, and so 
fortli. 

The really terrible l.dbe.ili or Fetish -worship of the negroes 
is connected with Juinbies and Iliipjiies (the spii’it.s of the 
dead), and the n. groes arc absolutely .subservient to the 
Obeah men and women, who can put Obeah into anything they 
choose. Even the whites are not fiee fioin the fear of them, 
and with rca.son. for they have . an intimate know ledge of many 
poi.sons, and will u.se them on either black or w lute. Stedman 
mentions several instances of .such crimes, and it was nearly 
cert.rin that liis faithful Joanna fell a victim to the iiisidiou.s 
poi.snn.s of Oheah. 


K. 

K.tR..\ni.tiiTi. — S,,r Humming f>ird. Ara.'' 

Ki:sst-Ki:ssr. — A va.st numher of parrots are called Kessi- 
ke.s.sis, and are very plentiful. They all may be referred to 
the genu.s Cont'/'i/s, and between forty or fifty .specie.s are 
known. 

They are always to be found among the forest.s bordering 
on river.s, and are very iioi.sy among the upper branches, the 
more so as they are sociahle in their habits. Some species 
make their nests in the hollows of trees, upon the decaying 
wood, and .several pains of birds in.ay bo found in tiie .same 
cavity. Others build in tree.s. Their ncst.s are large, toler- 
ably globular in .slmpe. ma<le of thorny brunches, and have 
the entrance by an aperture at the .side. 

The best-known .specie.s of ke.sui-kessi jiarrots i.-, known 
scientifically as Cinmnix >>iil^(iti(ilis, and i.s one of the most 
plentiful of the parrakeets. It is a very [u'etty creature, its 
plumage being a mixture of orange, re 1. and green. 

Tvrxo of the A'ri.Ti iins. — Sn: “ A'ulture. Iving. " 

Krut 'i.tNXl W.aX. — T his is composed of ihe wax of a wild bee 
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(< .'era '-ijJiiii ihiJiruhi). iiuxihI wiili a ]iiteli-rike substance ob- 
tained fioin several trees, cliielly the iSLiain tree. It is piteby 
black in colour, ami wbeiv esp -seJ. to lie it, looks almost 
exactly like yiitcli. It is used for many purposes, and is 
equally useful as a tvaterproof material or a cement. The 
seams of canoes are alway.s •' payed ” with Kurumanni wax. 


Lacakbi {fj’ii/'S liinids'.-ntiis ). — As is the ease with most 
serpents, the Labarri is a beautiful creature during life, but 
shortly after death the various colours which play over its 
skin begin to f.ido. and soon perish eutiiely. 

L-vnn.t, sometimes spelled L.tru. — One of the C'avies (tte/o- 
r/fin/i jiaca) of which the common Guinea-pig i.s so familiar an 
exaiiiple. The name Co-logenys, or Hidlow-cheek. is given to 
it on account of its enorniuu'ly developed cheek-bones, and 
largi‘ ch-^ek-pouches. Tt.s tlesh is very delicate, being as rich 
in fat ns that <>f the .\couri is destitute nf it. The mode of 
hunting the L tbli.i is described by Mr, ( J->, iirown in his 
work on Guiana. 

The lle.sh of the I.ub'oa is cousideved the most delicate of 
all bush animals, and is tUerclbre much sought .ifier. Thi.s 
.'luliiial is a rndeiit abuut tile size of a h.ive, liut with a stouter 
liodv, and mure r.it like head. It is imelurn.il in its habit.s, 
spending the d.iy in its burrow under tret. -roots near the edges 
Ilf liveis. These .sleeijintr-ch imbers are not verv long, and 
hive two entrances. The huntsman r.ini.s a thin pole in at one 
end. which st.artles the nceupaiit. causing it to tly yireoipitately 
from til" other, like a li.ill from a e.iiiiiiui, closely followed hv 
the (loif, 

"The J. abba, when L-luse pres -ed, take.s to the w.iter, and 
while swimming i.s limited down hy the Indian sjiortsinau in 
liis Wood skin. Soui"tiines the animal esc.ipi s by db, iiig, and 
liid.iig aiaoiiost fallen bru.shwood on the rii er’s edge, but uioi'e 
frequentlv f.ills a \ictiiii to the aimw of t hi ludiali, ' 
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Its cnlour (I.U'k I)ro\vn, with fi>ur rows of white spots on 
eaeii side. The tur is eoiisiJeieil usi-less, 

Litiiox liinmu'iii .) — This tree helunys to the ~anie 

genus as the otuns'e, and there are nearly as many varieties of 
Lemons as there are of oranges. 

LETTHli-wooD {Jlro-iiiiiiijii aii/Je/ii). — The wood of this small 
tree i.s intensely liarj and very heavy. It derive.s it.s popular 
name from the colour of the wood, which i.s deep brown 
scribbled over with reddish niark.s looking something like 
Persian or Arabic letters. In consequence of its weight and 
hardnes.s it i.s much u.sed for the *• shiniara-sherie ” of the 
long fish and liog arrows. 7. r. 

In tliis tree, only the heart-wood produce.s the beautiful 
marking.s. and in a tree of twenty inches in diameter the 
heart -wood mea.siire.s barely seven inches. It runs to about 
eighty feet in height, and i.s rather searoe, Tlie natives eall it 
by the name of liurn-koro. or P.iira. It may bo here men- 
tioned that the native name for all heart-wood is Taconba. 

Lia rsT-TliEE (II ipiitKii a courluril ). — I-’or its use in canoe 
making 'rt- Pcepi.e-he.art. 

The bark of this tree has but one defect. It is rarely more 
than a quarter of an inch in thicknes.s, and so is easily bent 
to the required form. But it is heavier th.an water, .so that if 
the canoe be upset, it immediately sinks, and cannot be rai.sed 
without difliculty. 

It i.s from the Locuat-tree that the gum animi of commerce 
is obtained. A'ery often, when the tree i.s dead and dec.ived, 
enormriua qu.intitica of tlie gum iii.av be found on the spot 
wliicli it had occupied, 'I’iie wood maki-s e-xccllent furniture, 
being liard, heavy, limuii streaked with veins, and t. iking a 
fine polish. TJie tree is .-il^o known hy the names of Simiri 
and K'wanarri, 
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XIaam. Sre '• Tinamou."’ 

XIaH'jgan'y {S/rietoniii mnhaijoiii.) — The tree which furni.shes 
the well-known maho^anv wood is a very tine one. some speci- 
mens lieiii:: nearly a hundred feet in hetuht. It helonys to the 
group of Cedrace;e. The timber i.- e^p cially valuable, because, 
no matter how large or long it may be. it is al iio.st invariably 
sound throughout, and fiee from '.slMkes.’ A single log has 
been sold for a thousand pounds. It.s uses were di.scovered 
by Sir \V. Raleigh. 

Rosewood, which comes from the .same country is a Mimo.sa, 
sev;ral .species of which furnish the wood. It derives its 
name from the rose-like smcdl of the fre^lily-cut timber. 

IManakivs. — These are neailyall small birds, the Cock of 
the Rock, r/.v., being the largest of them. In England, we 
have an example of the Manakins, namely, the well-known 
XVasen Chatterer (Anipdis (j<:irrvJfi). so celebrated for the wax- 
like appendago.s to several of the feathers. All the manakins 
arc comprised in the group of Piprime. 

iMAEiBUNTA. — This is merely a Portuguese word signifying a 
Wasp, and is iipfdied to all wa-ps indiscriminately. 

MARnriu -There are several species of Xlaroudis, those 
which arc beA known bring the common maroudi (Pene/oy/c 
rn'.itatii), and tlie wliite headed maroudi i I’l.-iiduju- Of 

these bird.s. Xlr. C. B. Brown writes as follows : — 

The wlilte-headed maroudi makes an e.xtraordinary rattling 
noise with its wings in early morning and late in the evening, 
evidently amusing itself, or following ,a custom of its kind, for 
when it like.s, it can tlv noiselessly enough. 

“ 1 examined their wings, and found that the males have four 
curiously shaped feathers at the tip of the wing, with which 
they make this noise. The end portion of the.se feathers is 
stiiF. with very sport pennules. The white-headed females 
Imve only th’.ce of tle'-e feathers in laeli wing, vljich are not 
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so intensely moilitied as in the male , while the male of the 
common kind has only two of those feathei’s in each wing, 
which are modified in a le-s decree than tho^e in the females 
of the wiiite headed .■']iecies ’ 



,1.1 ..Ml. .11.1 


If the reader will refer to the note on l\‘e-ay-ii,aii. he will -ee 
that the Afaroudi is tlioiiglit to he a bird of good spirit n.ii 
itifluence. 

yii M 1 1 Tj;KL I t ai// e/'/i.i/S 

MnNKitv, Tlro\vn (t'llm.-t d'his nnmkev is well 

known in Kiiglaml, and i.s very intellig'ent. Some years ago 
there was one in the Zoologdral flardens who had been tangdit 
to eraek nut.s with a Mtone. if he found them too hard for his 
teeth. He tatigdit a eoiii[):triion the s.Ui e art, and it was mo^t 
ah-nrd to see the two fitting side by side, and cracking nuts 
altein.itely. They never sremed to (pi.inel about the pios- 
'O'-sion of the .stone, but as soon as one had cracked a nut. he 
put down the stone and tlie otlier toi.k it up. 'rii.'V h.id worn 
the stone ijllite snio..th b\ i Ol til.u.ll II~e 
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Another posie^scd the i-Ather dtiigevou^ faculty of lighting 
lacifer-m:itclie>, and knocking them abi^ut tvith his h.inls 
Willie blazing. Xothing pie I'cd him .sO iiiiich as a llaiuing 
■■fii^ee, ' as it bl.ized mure tiercely than an oiJinarv match, 
and leui lined al.ght inncu longer. The sides and back of his 
cage Were covered with the marks of the matches which he 
had lighted. 

(Jther monkeys employ artiticial methods of nnt cracking^ 
as is shown by Air. C. I>. Brown. 

He had found a nniuber of Brazil nuts on the ground en- 
closed in their hard, shelly c nsos. '• Aly men used to open 
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them bv chopjiing oil' their ends with a cutLms, which, owing 
to their hardne.sS. was no easy operation. The quatas, or 
large black .spider nioiikevs, spent a good deal of their time in 
trying to oj cn them by beating them ag.iin.st the blanches of 
trees, or on hard lugs upon the ground ; and as wo jiassed a 
grove of Brazil-nut-tiees it tva.s amiLsing to hear the hammer- 
ing -nunds produced by tlie-e fidlow.s at their self-imposed 
t.e-ks \\ heie ,i .-ingle liieiikev was thll- eiiqdigved tlie lilow- 
weie !iio-t Liiigb.iblv ‘ few niid f.ir lietueaii,’ the creature 
'.i'.-. ii g - ri'>. blent cuaiMct-a- liy the slow way in which 
It pciicinitd its tvuik. le.'ting itjf a few minute- bi tween evert 
blow. It also -buwi d an amount of per.-everauee, however, 
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that one -wnnhl not look for in a monkey, and a kno^Tledge 
thvt it Would eventually reaji a reward for its Lard labour. 

(doodiies.s knows how long it take.s one of the'O uionkevs 
to break a niit-case ; but the time must be great, fur on one 
oeci.sion, we got quietly amongst a lot of the nut breakers, 
and secured a nut-ease which one in its hurry had left upon a 
log. and tahich was worn smooth bv the friction of the mon- 
keys hands. Thi- had evidently been pounded for a length of 
time, but .showed no signs of cracking. Its natural aperture 
was lai'ge enough to allow the monkey’.s finger to touch the 
ends of the nuts inside, hidi were picked and worn by its 
ntiils. IN'ear the same place we .saw a nat-ca.^e split in two, 
on the flat .surface of a large granite rock, that had evidently 
been bioken by a monkey, for tliere were no Brazil nut trees 
from which it could have fallen, ovei hanging the spot.'' 

There are .several spi-cies belmigdig to the genus bV/'Cs, and 
they are called by the general n.iu.e of Capuciiis. 

Aru.vjtuvs .ixn Alissu.iis — W.iterton. as will here be seen, 
entirely denies th.it any monkey can U'O a missile, and ivcur.s 
to the .subject in oiio of his es^ay.s. In this aiticle he oilers to 
accompany any one to any collection of monkeys, and to siqqdy 
the uiiiiuals with stones, tilc', lo.td. pewter-pots and sawdust, 
all of which articles he h.is been told had been ti.sed as missiles 
ag.dust liumaii beings by moiikeNs. lie oilers, in Ids own 
amusingly trenchant st}le, to give the monkeys every oppor- 
tunity of hurling these objects at him, and that if one of 
them does so, he will admit that the knowledge which he had 
in-tjuired ‘‘ during a long sojourn in the fore-ts of (luiana (the 
native haunts of uionke\s) is rotten, and not woitli one .single 
farthing.” 

There can bo no doubt tliat AVaterton is perfectly right iu 
denviiig that .i monkcv ether would or could, throw .stones or 
any missiles by w.iy ot defence. .Most monkey s can e.itcli a 
missile, and many are adroit enough to catch llies on the wing. 
But, although they can catch, they cannot throw. Mill, thev 
may be able to drop br.-mclie.s, Ac. from the tops of tn-os. not 
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because the branches are dead and brittle, and have been 
accidentally broken bv the pa-ssage of the monkeys among 
them, but 'svith the deliberate intention of driving away a 
supposed foe. 

W'aterton never saw such a feat performed, arid he i^ right 
to say so. But there are other traveller.s quite as worthy of 
credence a.s X\'aterton, who Jetiriitely state that they have beetr 
eye-witness es to such a proceeding. Xo one, I would presume, 
would impugn a direct as-ertion of Air. Alfred L. AVallace. 
Vet in his well known work on the Alalaj’ Archipelago, arnorrg 
the island.s of which he was continually travelling for more 
than seven sear-, he h.ts the following observaitioiis . — 

■‘I afterward.s shot two adult feiuale.s and two young ones 
of different age.s, all of which I pre.served. 

t.ine of the femrdes. with .several }ouiig orie.s, was feeding 
on a Durian tree with uuri| e fruit; and us soon as she saw 
us she began breaking olf branches, aird the great spiny 
branches with every appearance of rage, causing such a shower 
of missiles as effectually kept Us from approaching too near 
the tree. 

“ Thi' habit of throwing down branches when irritated has 
been doubted, but I have, as here narrated, observed it my- 
self on at le.i.st tlnee .sep.irate occ.i^ioiis. It was, however, 
always the feiuale Alias who behaved in this way. and it may 
be th.it the m.ile. trii-ting more to his great .strength and his 
powerful c.iiiine teeth, is not afr.dd of any other animal, and 
does not want to drive them away, while the parental instinct 
of tile female lo.ids her to adopt this mode of defending her- 
self and her young oiics ” 

Perhaps it may be s.iid th.it Wallace travelled in the Alalay 
Archipelago, and wrote of ihe orang oiit.ui, while A'daterton 
ti'.ivelleJ in Buiaii.i. and wro'o of tin* ( ‘uaita which inhabits 
tb it Country. fsiill. Ids sweeping U'-eitiun included all 
membcis of the nn .nkey race, and lu -ivover. a tratellcr and 
naturalist, who .'pent much time in <iuiaiia, writes as follnivs 
of the ( 'i laili, I if qiuata 
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“ XYhen engaged in the forest, cutting our portage, we were 
frequently visited by bands of large Coiata monkevs, which were 
very numerous on the banks of the upper pai t of this river 
(the Essequibo). They were the black-bodied, red-faced kind 
of large spider monkey, and uttered a sort of barking grunt. 
Their cry, when calling to each other, has a wailing sound, 
and is very loud. 

“On seeing us, they used frequently to hurl down large 
dead branches, some of which came rather too close to our 
heads at times to be comfortable. The manner in which 
they performed this was .singular : they held on by tail and 
hind-feet to a live bough in a tree top, alongside of a dead 
one, and pushing with their hands with all their force against 
the latter, generally succeeding in breaking it off, when down 
it caiiie.” (0. E. Eruwn, ('unnK oad Cuiz/jf fdj\ In ( > n niiiu.) 

3Ir. Browns statement appears to be too definite to be re- 
jected as unworthy of belief. Putting it by the side of the 
observations made independently in the Alalay Arcliij elago. 
it seems to prove beyond doubt, that monkeys can intention- 
ally drop missiles in order ti.) annoy intrmki', thouL:h they 
cannot throw them. 

MoiiA {Mura trr>Ua). — One of the many giants of the 
vegetable kingdom which are found in Ouiana, sometime-i 
attaining a height of two hundred feet. 

iMr. 0. B. Brown gives the following description of this fine 
tree — 

"The band of Mora-tiees lining both banks of the Esse- 
quibo continued along it as tar up as wc went, but did not 
grow on the b.inks of the Kupuiiuui up to Piruia landing. The 
Xlora grnw.s only on a moist .soil fd-mig the borders of the river, 

foiiiiing a band on both .sides of v.ii Mug width, according to the 
breadth of the b.ind of lluoded countrv during the raiuv sea- 
son. In pi, tees it is of ton not more th.in Bii) y.iids in width. 
Ip many small side streams the .Mor.i li.is m.irehed to their 
sources, while along others it his m.t attempted to sprc.id. 
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Bv their solid-looking tops, composed of massive dark green 
leaves, and their great height, they attract attention and 
excite admiration; and when portions of their tops are 
sprouting new le.ives, Avhich aie of a light liver colour at first, 
turning red, and then green, a forest of them ju’C'ents many 
varied tints. Each branch throws out shoots and gets new 
leaves at all times of the year, independent of other portions 
of the same tree. ’ 

The seeds of the Alora are rather pink inside, and used by 
the natives as food, being boiled, grated, and then mixed Avith 
cassaA'a meal. giA'ing it a brown colour, hut a pleasant and 
sweetish ta.ste. Three A-.irietie.s of thi.s tree are reeogni.sed, 
namely, tlie Bed Alora, AVliite Mora, and Alora Bucipiia. The 
timber is excellent for ship building, and is one of the eight 
first elass wi'ods at Lloyd’s. 

ALosi,'L’i I' o {i.'iiff' — Se\'eral sp^eeies of Gnats are 

called by the name of AIo.'(juito. Avhich .signifies a little fly. 
Tliev are found all over the Avorld, and infest liot and cold 
countries equ.illy, though their bite seem.s to be fiercer in 
the former than in the hitter. 

Even in Lnglaud the Alos'puito can he more than unpdeasant. 
I have had my right hand laid up for a long time by the bite 
of a single Alosijiiito just at the ha'c of the tlmihb. The 
in-ect settled ou my ha ml in broail dat light, and I killed it 
as soon as I felt the pu'ick of its beak: but the mischief Avas 
done, and 1 had to carrv my arm iu a sling and h.ivo the 
haml coveicd with ice for sCA’cral days As to the hand, it 
loi.ked moie like a discoloured boxitig-.glove than a h.iud. 

it is only the female Alo-quito Avhich bites, the male being 
pjeifectlv hai'ijiless. 

Til re is a l.irjerand long. U' h-cced species of Alosipiitoin 
Bill, ill. I. Its .sei. ntil'e n.inie is f'ck.e and it is 

popubivly known as < hillA’-nipqier 

All 'It lUiit i! 'iiii’d'ii ///es, /,(//,, ) - -I’opnilarl v, but AVrongly 
( illed the .Mils f'Ovy Duck. 
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Xanpatoa. — ;4onletilno.'^ calleil X'egrocope, Black-head 
(Tatifulm Inrtihifoi-), a .^pecie3 of Ibis, The .Jabiru. q. c., is 
also called Xegrocope. 

Air. (A B. Broan's obsei-v.itions oti thi.s bird agree exactlv 
with AVaterton’.s pa.ssing- de.'Criptiou. He Pieiitions that 
“they are tvliite, with black witig.s. and are frequently .sem 
.-^oaring higli in the he.ivcn.s in circle.s, mounting higher and 
higher till they appear like mere specks.” The head ami 
neck have no feathers, ,ind are covered with a black, wrinkled 
skill. 

XoXDESi' RiPT. — This wonderful specimen of '\Vatert(.iii’.s 
skill in taxidermy is formed from the he.ul and shoidders of 
the Fled Howler monkey, /q. c. In m.aiiipulating it, AVateitou 
has so modelled the skin that he has discharged from the face 
ovc'ry vestige of the original fcatun-s, and lia.s substituted 
those of a man, gvote'ipie enou;;h. hut still human. As hare 
skin always becomes black when drv, the contrast of the 
black face with the- liery reel liair lias a very stiiking eih-ct 
and add.s to the ro.semhlaneo. 

In his witty review of tlie IVaiidering.s, to which reference 
ha.s already been made, t-ydiie-y Ifmith say.s of the frontis^dece. 
which reja'osents the Xondescrijit, •• Hpnn stulfing animals we 
liave a word to say, IMr. AVatelton has placed at the head of 
his hook the picture of uhat he i.s pleased to consider a non- 
descript species of monkey. In this exhibition onr author is 
surely abusing his stuliing talents, and laughing at tlie public. 
It i.s cle.irly the liead of a Afaster in ( haiicerv — whom we 
li.ive oftmi seen hacking in the llonse of ('(millions after lie 
has delivered his message. It is foidish thus to tiil’e with 
science and natural history.” 

Tile pi'inci[ial ditiicully in prep.iriiig this grotesque he. id 
lav in the cliaiige id the facial angle from that of the monkev 
to tliat of ibe iiMii. I'liis i.iuld not h.ive been done if the 
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skull, or any part of it, bad been allowed to remain, and tbe 
really wonderful feat could oidy be performed by AVuterton’.-^ 
sy-stem of removing the whole of the boneh. and paring down 
all the bare .-kin until it wa-^ not thicker than ordinary avriting- 
paper. 

The drawing of the head, however, .scarcely does justice to 
the original, for AA'aterton made the nose much more aquiline 
and thinner th.in ia shown in the engraving, which also 
makes the f.ice look as if it were hairy, whereas it is abso- 
lutely bare. If .iny vi'itor to I'shaw College can manage to 
obtain a profile view of the Mondescript, he will be greatly 
struck with the ingenuity which has changed the flattened 
nose of the monkey into the aquiline no.se of a human being. 

Alany persons indeed, on seeing the Xondescrqet, really 
thought th.xt it was human, and .said that AVatciton ought not 
to have been, allowed to kill u.itives in order to show his skill 
in pieserviug their skins 

Nit.mk; ( //(■■'(, tu/a. ) — Aluee is the scarlet envelojie 
which surrounds the seed. It becomes reddish-vellow when 
dry. 


( ) 

()Lor. sometimes written (Xdu. — The tree is a large one, 
running to eighty or ninety feet in height, and found in loose 
.s.iudy sod on tlie Jl'seqiiiho. It iiroduces scented gum much 
like' th.it of the hay.iwah. and seems to he also a .spiecies of 
Th. ‘ is Y^ t’(ir wurilrolie-s. eiitoinulogicLil 

iiivl liif Ilk'*. 

{(.'//> //•!>,/( I ‘f'S — Si auHtiiiu*", <>ii iLfcmint of 

it' li ikit^ :iinl it^ sciiti':u|uat!c life*, it callfd 

tli'' iJi'UifiMiM ( IjuUoii al-n it an otter. 

It i-? re. illy a curious; koiiu/. and ha'* rfiiNitl v puzzled sv.^te- 
iii.iUr n.itur.tk'-'i". IMo-st cf lht‘ opo^'vuiu ti'ilf iidiakit tree<, 
iiut tlie p.t-'-c-. tlio urt ater [>,nt of it^ time in tkt' 

.tu‘] iiMvri found t.ir from rkfi*' 'ria* k rt .u.^ 
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webbed, tlie ebeeks are iuiiii.-!lied with large 2 '<Hiclie.s. and tlie 
fore-feet look exaetlv a.i if tiiey Lad .-.ix toes instead of 
live. 

It i.s ratlier [a-ettilv marked, tlie giouiid edour being grey, 
on wLieL are bold blaek marks. In tlie young, tlie grey is 
1 ghter and tlie blaek darker tliaii in the adult animal. 



(.•ha-Vo]: (Clli'ii.f <iiiriiii!iiiiii'). — Tlio.^ewlio Lave tiM veiled in 
tlie West Indies .say that the Orange eainiut be aj^.ireeiated 
luiloss e.Ueii off the tlie. and th.it the best ••I hina” Orange 
of our shojis i.s but bad lirown sugar .uid water to tlie Orange 
when fresh. The only ilrawbaek i.s. that the aromatic oil of 
the I eel i.s .so jinwerfiil tli.it the lijis are bli.steied. unless 
eveiy jiaitiele of Jieel he removed. 

Otter [Pfri-uimr'i. Panhuchii — I'he following account of 
thi.s animal i... given by Air. 0. ]!. l!i-o«ii : - 

\\'e fivqueiuly e.iiue nji with |.art'.es of Otters, comiio.sed 
of fi'oni five to eight individiiaO, whieh trl' d t i disjmtc the 
Jia-sage of the i h er wilh iis Tl.i y ii.sed to a[i[.ro.ich the 
canoes, ami all jjoj.iiing their Inads ent of water t.nerher. 
woulil -iioi t and .sn.irl a^ if Trying'' to nitimid.ite iis. Seeing'' 
that oiir .iJi.'iicc was ii..i to he clieeked. they t'lok long Jives 
away, and quickly di.'.ii>| eavi d beyoinl a heial in tlie liver, to 
lie .seen !lo mole 1 Iml Uile ot .i brow nisfi (oif.ui, W ilil ,! 
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putcli Ilf white nrnler the ti;r<vit. lenulil nut leh.'t the temp- 
tation of haviiiit .i >hot at one oee.i.-.inii.illy, liiit iieter e- iiiM 
tell whetiier it took effect, for, a^ they alwtiy.s ilis LppeaivJ 
lieiieath tile suif.iee .at tlie itiNt.ait of llie repoit. it wa-- ihlii- 
cult to eay whether they had di\ e 1 ,d the lla.sh or w'eie killeil 
and stink to the hottoin.” 

The leiieth of one which w.is shot liv INlr lirown was live 
feet four inches, nearly twaj feet luoie than the averate 
lenyth of our iEnt;hs]i ottei*. Tlie fmrro'V.s seem to have two 
eutranres, one openim; into the river ami the other leadiii” to 
the hank. 

tffli-tu ( A I’l' I"' Xi /an/i'o',v/ // ). — atel'toh elid not 
know the reed called Ourah, neither did the Macotishie.'i, 
who were in the habit of purchasing it. It i? a very local 
plant, and according to rschoinhurgk. is only to he found on a 
saiiilstone ridge of the Upper ttrinuco lliver. In some resjiects 
it re.sembles the bamhoo. and. like that plant, grows in thiek 
clu'ter.s, with long slender bi.inche.s that w.ive in the wind 
like niaguitied tufts of grass. 

Nowhere is the .stem more than h ilf , in inch in diameter, 
and the lir.st joint, which is used for the blow-gun, i.s tifteeii 
or sixteen feet in length, without a single knot, hollow, and 
polished within. Thougli it.s w.dls are tery thin, they aie 
of great strength, owing to the tubular form of the reed, and 
are thus able to ujihohl the .slender branches, which .sometimo.s 
reach fuity feet in length. 


1 * 

h’-rcog (J///A/X s jiijcii '). — How this ti'h is taken by means 
of poisoning the water is de.scrihed under •■Woikm.i.’ 
Poisoii, iiowever, is not absolutely necessarv, for the P.icous 
have a fasluon of eoniing to the surf.Lce of the waittu*, 
showing tlieir heads and jsirts of their hacks, and then dis- 
appearing. X\ atertun rised to shoot pike in the same manner 
as they c.ime to bask on tlie surface of the waiter, after tlio 
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custom of their kiud. The fle^h of the Pacou nfforils excellent 
food. 

Paddle. — The Paddles are realh’ curious objects They are 
made from the wood of the P.idille tree 

6-i'iii). a mo.st st rarigeTooking tree. It runs to a considerable 
height, and the outline of the trunk is most remarkable. 

The reader will remember thit the h'e'ba (see p. TJ.")) has 
the lower part of the trunk modided into buttresses, but 
the Paddle-tree seeiU' to be all buttress, and bears a curious 
le.semblauce to the clustered pillars found in some of our old 
cathedrals. Indeed, the section of the tree looks very much 
like a piece of one of those intricate puzzle-maps and picture.s 
which u.sed to be found in the toyshops. 

As the wood is soft while frp-h, an Indian, when he has to 
make a new jjaddle, splits olV one of the •’llute',” a^ these 
battre.s.ses aie called, trims it carefully into .shape, and then 
hands it over to the women, who paint it in divers jiatterns 
of black and red. 

The Paddle wood tree is c.illed by the natives Yar.iri nr 
Afa.-saia. IVlieinlry. the wood is very li,i:ht, very id.-istic, very 
hard, .and very stioiig. The oddly-shaped live averages sixty 
nr seventy tVet in height, .and five feet in diameter. A good 
section of it is in tlie Technological Aluspiim of the ( 'ryst.il 
Palace. 

Pm’I’au or I’ai'aw-Ti: i;i: ii'iiri'-n. /m/icii/n). — This tree is 
[planted by the raitive.s near all their [permanent settlements, 
and i.s seen in cppinpany with tlie cotton anpl repl pe[p[per. It 
iippt only furnishes an eplihle fruit, but ppp^scss^s the singubu' 
[prp)[pertv (pf making tough meat t( nder when rubbpal with tlie 
acriil juice of the unri[)e fruit, or eA'en with the leaf. In fact, 
a' Tom (fringle says, it can convert a [piece of hull'.s hide into 
a tender beef-.-teak. 

Paim', Pil'lp. n-ed bv X.itives — The natives are fond of 
(1, eppi'.it'U'a tlipar bodies with [p.iiuts during fi-.istiiig times. l!eil 
.aid blcck ,ire the two chief cppIoui's. Peil isobtaiia d fi-pini the 
SI e.ls p pf tlip' .\r’ip iT tpp [pl.iiit i J:i I'l pv'p //a, oil, .aid tlw IpI.ii k fi'i pm 
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the inice of the fruit of the Lan.i tree Anifncaivi). 

The r.ixa i-^ the plant tint furni^he^ the aiinato dye. tvifli 
whieii Nve colour our cheeses. The natives call the paint bt 
the name of Paieu. 



Facma, Lake, — Ever .since the time of the great adven- 
turer, llileigh, there has been great cli.scus.sion as to the 
Lake r’.u'iriia and El Eor.ido, or tlie tlolJen City. Some 
treogr.iphers h.tve denied the e.vi-tence of either lake or 
citv, wide otlicia hive b.‘cn 'O ccrtiin a^ to tin' former, that 
a map in my p'w-.e"’on pi ice> it about forty in les north-ea't 
of Tort St, .To.tchini, 'n tiie loop of the Ticatu 'River, 
'octwef-i! Lat. -1 and o X. 

W.-itcrton could find no traces of .t, and the inhah.tant' of 
I'ort .fo.i'-li'in hid not been moi-e 'nccc"fnl. Schoinburgk. 
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who went much by the tracks of Waterton, reached the very 
spot, and found that '\Vaterton’> caution-' >iigge-:tion wa- more 
than eori-ect. He has given a beautiful drawing of the spot, 
which would have been the centie of the lake, had it exi-ted, 
but on which was a small settlement of native huts. Of the 
lake he writes as follows ; — 

“ The vast savannahs upon which St. Pirara is situated, aie 
encompas.sed by the Pacaraima mountains to the north, the 
b'anoku and Carawaimi mountaind to the .south, the thick 
forests of the Es.soquibo and isolated mountains, to the east, 
and the mountains of the Ylccajahi, and branches of the Sierra 
Parima to the ^\ebt : and, according to a .superficial computa- 
tion, cover a space of fourteen thousand four hundred square 
miles. The geological structuie of this region leave.s but little 
doubt that it was once tlie bed of an inland lake, which, by 
one of those catastrophe.s of which even later times give us 
examples, broke its barriers and forceil a path fi>r its waters 
to the Atlantic. Hay we not connect with this inland sea 
that fable of El Dorado and Lake Parima ] 

Thus Sehonibuigk has proved that Waterton's conjecture 
was coirect. and that we may era-e El I>orado and Lake 
Parima from our maps and memories. 

PanniiT, Si .v. or HiA-Hi.t (/)< /'.s -It derives 

its popular and apjJicqiriate name from the way in which 
the feathers of it.s neck can be spread into a sort of flaming 
glory round its head. 'Tliere is a splendid specimen in 
Watertou’s mu'eum. 

PaTAC.t. — 'There sfeins to be no jio.ssibility <if iilentifving 
this liird. iXo description is given, and its name is nnlv once 
casually n,eiitioned. As it i.s nan. cal in connection with the 
maroudi, it may belonit to the same giotip of biiiK. X, 

Alai'oudi.” 

Peccaiiy. sometimes called Wild Hog (D/,-,,/. /■ s tnjuri'). 
— This is not a large aiTnial. weighing only 'onie tiity or 
sixt}' pounds, but It is greatly dreaded, not onlv bv the 
natives, but by Europeans The tU'ks of the boats are s,, 
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small that they can sCcarcely be seen beyond the lips, but they 
ai’e teri'ildv ~h irp, cut like lancet-, and can be wielded with 
sin^'ul.u' swiftiies' and force 

Moreover, the Peccaries, until they have learned re-pect for 
man from long experience, ,-eeiu to bo entirely without the 
-en-e of fear, and to be in the habit of taking otfence at the 
least sound, and charging at the spot. There is scarcely a 
hunter who has not been forced to climb into the branches of 



trees in order to o-cape a herd of Peccaries, and even when 
they have driven him 'nto the tree, they will sit round it, 
gnashing their tnsks in .anger The sound of the clashing 
tii-ks is well known to hunters, and w.irns them to prejiare 
for a charge. 

The j,iL;uar prevs upon them, but is afraiil of them, TJiey 
always gm in herds, and if one be attacked, the rest are sure 
to come to the rescue. So. the jaguar silently follows the 
iierd. strike.s down a stragg'-ling Peccary and makes for the 
nearest tree. Tlim-e it remains until the Peccaries are tired 
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of waiting for it. anil it then oP'CenK the tree, lini^lie- tlie 
Pecc.irv, anil tlieii fallow^ the her'l in a'MrcIi of anetli. i’. In 
at luee^ li.ive been unwever known ViO ere the j.ign.ir hi' net 
hail time to e'C.ipe. ami h.ia been cut to piece' by the Lincat 
like tU'k.s of the IVee.irie.s. 

Two species are knciwn in Gniana, one the ( 'oll.ired Peccary, 
havinrf a white baiiil over the neck, ami the other the AVhite- 
lipped Pcci-arv. wliicli has a wliite streak upon the jaws. Poth 



'pecies have till the liack a telul open jLtl.iiid. uliicliiaU't lie 
ent out as soon as the aniuial is killed, as if it were allowed 
to remain, the llesh would b(> nneat.ibli'. The Whitedijiped 
Peccary is hiryer than it' rel.itive, liercer. and more dn aded. 
The natire.s ii'O the white tii'k' for neckl.ice' .nnl other 
ornaments. 

PEi;-.-vv-.ti.tN. — The word is spelt vaiion.'ly by diflerent 
travellers, some ti'iny tbe word Pi,iiiiian. 'I'iie jirominciation 
liowever is the .'iime in both ca.'e'. 

The Pee-.a3’'man, or ,'oreerer. is a veiw yre.it man indeed, 
like the medicine man of Xorth .Vmeric.i or tiie propliet of 
South Africa, and has to endure a curioit'lv similar ordeal of 
bnililv torture and e.\-haustion before he c.in be admitted to 
the coveted r.ink. 'I'lie mode in which he c.xerci'e' liis art is 
iiair.tteil b_v .Mr. < Ik Ilrown. Hr liad procnri d a puide wlm 
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\va< full of wild legends relating to the locality, and would 
insist on telling them. 

He turned out to be a famed .sorcerer, or Piaiman : an<l at 
a village called Itabay. where we stopped one night in return- 
ing, he left the house in which we had put up our hammock.'-, 
telling the interpreter to inform me that his absence for the 
night was unavoidable, owing to his h.aving to go up among.st 
the mountains to roam about for the night, whilst his good 



spirit remained in one of the houses to cure a sick man, 
who had demanded his good otiices. 

In two minutes after he had left us his powerful voice was 
hearil making tlie most discordant sounds imagiiiahlo, chanting, 
howling, coughing, and many other diabolical noises, to these 
were added the .•shlslnnij sound of an instrument c.illed a shak- 
shak, made of a .small round calabash tilled with seeds, and 
placed on a handle, by which it is shaken. 
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Ail the hi’-s hi the h "■'.‘'e had been put ont in aiiticipatliii 
Ilf bis ari'ival. ami the place nas pitch dark, s i that the illu- 
sion that he was not there in the lie^k might he kejit u]) 
Owing to the noise I did not get a wink of sleep until aliont 
two o'clock in the morning, and often thought, during the 
night, what a good thing it tvonld have been if his spirit had 
on!\’ accompanied his liody to the mountains. 

■■ The house being close to the one I was in. the iiiteipneter 
could hear all he said, and at my reipie.st. but ivith evident 
reluctance, told me what it w.is. It seems tli.it he entered the 
hou'e silentlt’. and tlien commenced the sort of il.’n above 
mentionc-d, beating with a palm bianch on the lioor. He then 
asked in a deep sepulcliral voice uhit it wa^ that ailed (he 
patient, to which tlie sick man’s wife responded that some evil 
spirits or kanaimas had '(1011010111 had.' The -orceicr tin n 
said, ‘ Well, I don t know uhethcr J c.iii cure Iiiiii. hut i will 
do my best.’ 

" He then called to lim aid the good spirit f.l a bird, lalh d 
the marmidi. tiie descent of whiili from tlm n of wa.s mad. 
known by the shaking of the p.ilm leaf r.iX, d up .|.,d gr.ulii.il i v 
lowered t' I the tloor. 

(In the arrival of thi- good spirit, it at lii-t coiujilained of 
hav ng had a long jouiiuy. and tliat it w.is iiiiich lie.itid bv 
the h.iste it had bn n obbged to make win 11 '<> suddenlv 'iiiii- 
inoned. It made the usual amount of iioi'e, interliii ded wiili 
whistlings (in iiiiitatioli of the iiiaroudie’.s (.ill . and [uoini^i d 
to do its best. When its Ixnt. which c..nsi..-t( d of di.'.cord.int 
sounds, had been done, its egn.s^ throcgh the roof wa> in. ole 
known by the shakings of tlie palm Ic.if, .ind ,( dead silence o! 
a minute’s duration succeeded, when the (luttering of the loaf 
announced the arrival of the spirit of an alligator, whicli ■ 
its tuiii was rejiLiced liv a diiraijuar.i and --o on, 

Peou.!..- a native l-.nket. very light, ehntic, ,ind stiong 
PlU.tiAV so, Scvci.d Piliraiis ,i|o 

known, sucli. for csamplo. .is the frigi'o Mid, and all .t 
th.-ii! have tb- 'iial. r pa;"- "f th- ^k 11 •_( Hi- i eok ami H' • ' 
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in'iil'ti’Hl iutn a p )uc'ii. waieh c\n ba greitly Ji--t juJe!l, It 
clile'Iv fof cirrving ii-.b to it^ yoiiug, an 1 lieiug largo 

eii iugh. fully di'tonlol, to lijlIt'.Yo galljn, of warei’, it 

c.ui ctri’y a plautlfal vapply. 

lvee[)er< of travi'lllug iia-nagcTli-s are ntiio'lii'ut of exhibit- 
ing the capteity of the poucli by thrusting t'leir bent arms 
into it. Yet tvh--n it is not needed for U'e, it can h irdly be 
■seen, .so el.i'tic are the lueiiibranes of which it is compo.sed, 
and the pelican only looks like a bird with a long, .straight 
I'eak. 

sks far as can be judged from its beh.tvlour in captivity, it 
is a playful bird, but rather quick tempei’ed. XVhile watching 
the pelicans at th? Zoological Gardens, I wa.s able to secure a 
few of their char.icteristic attituile.s. 

Fig. 1 represents :i bird that hul ju't been fed, and wa.s 
resting after its dinner. 



Fig is the --aini' bird as it appe.ireil .it feeding time, when 
n w.is scohling another for eating a tlsh which it wanted for 
itself. 

Fig, .1 -lows ihi' althule of a p.dic in while sunning itself, 
'.v'th the pouch slightly exp.andtd. 

Fig. 1 gives the attitiiiG wli -n the binl is .startled by an 
imexpeeteil Iioi^e. 

Fig. o represent^ the binl in the act of preening the fe.ithers 
of the breast. 'I’liis attitude g.xve rise to the fable of tbe 
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pelican feeding its ymiug evitli its own blood Jiawn from its 
breast, the red tiji of the beak having a blooel like look against 
the evbite feathers. 



rig. 0 sliuw.s the bird with the mouth half- 0 ]ien. and Figs. 
7. S. 'j are ordinary altitudes. 



The reader will .see that the pe.ueh is scaieely shown at all 
in the.se figures, the whe-le of which were sketched fiom the 



living biid". U'lie ci Jour of the pelican is white with a delicate 
rosy tinge. 



i;xpi. \ xaTm!:y im.i x 


;■ t 

A* K. I ‘ i ' 

!’ 1.1' r.ii m ,1,1111111111' Ki'W pl.iut-' a:e iiioi’e 

il'Afil liotli ubi'o.ul .tiiil 111 KiigLiiiil lliAii the < 'ap^ieuiii. 
1 li it> -mall .■^tate it kii >\vn a^ chili.'' ami i' ^imietiiue- 
_.ilhcithi hefoi'' it hm olitaiia-il the rcil at lie of e.\i.'ti.'licc 
'■■'i li-ii gfu’ind. .t i.a .-old as (_'a venue jepper. the apecie- 
illy eiii|h)\edi for thia purpo-e bting nf, ^ 

ii gi'o.va V ...11 ii; iiiigi.ind. if cure be taken of it. and ia a 
. ' ry 2 ’.'ctty and (.inaa.ent.il plant, eapecially when the pod- 
I'.a n ile.'ir bi'iih.int red line. 

Ih.KAi — This hah i.a Muite a- tiuich 

d,i'. .'de l aa the all iator or c.ivuiaii in the rivers, or the 
-li u'k 111 the -i,.i Jndi.id,. it- teeth, -lairidy ponded and 
r izor edeed. very much seaemble lb 'se of the ah irk. Its 
vei'.e.ety -lem- to kiee.v no b.iuiida It will .ittack other li-h. 
-Lich ,ia the gi,Ii.,cker. he.slow. p.iraiiiia. Ac. bite huge p’ecea 
i.ut of tiieu lUi- ainl tail.a Even v-heii searcelv larger than 
. hi iliah gulg-.i.'ii. tin I’ei'.i'. Mliich ia aomt.time.s failed the 
hlo'j 1 ii'h I f the Oiiiiocj, can luake fuf.il alt.icka on human 
1' inga. it- number- coinpen.-ating for it- .small size 

Til" lolhnviiig acco.inl of it is t'lken fie.un Mr. II. 1 h'o'.vn'a 
Aoi'k to whiih rtfeieiice has alreadv bciii lu.ide : — 

■■ I he (.'cu'eid_\ lie .ind its br.uiclies wore literi'dly teeming with 
i.-!i oi \nrioii- kinds, the grc.iter miuiber being h dmara and 
IVr.ii 'The latter wore -o abundant and feroci-ais that at 
t'.uiC'a it w.i.a daiigeroii-. when b.ithilig. to go into the water to 
a greater depth th.ui tipi to one'- kueea E\oii thou amall 
b I'lie- of tlie-e hungry cieatures would -wim in and make a 
■dia-h clo-e nji to our legs, an I then latre.it to .i sh ut di.-tance, 
t h 'V acta. illy bt the .steering paddle- as they were drawn 
th'.iii'gh the w.iler a-terii of the bo.it- A t.ip'r which 1 shot 
-uiniming aci-.p.,, th" water hid its i.o.-e eaten oil by them 
whil-t tvfe Were towing it to the shore. 

( i; all eeeiiing the nan u-e.l i,i c.ileii -iUn" of them fi'r 
.-port, anil in t.ik'iig tie* li-r'k from their niiiUih- pi-.id.c.re .i 
wi'iuai friiii wha'i ih.i bh ill i.in f;-,. ]. i ii; throwing th.'m 
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back iuto the water iii this injuieil cuiiLlition. they were im- 
iiieJiately bet upon and devoured by their companion^. Even 
iib one wa.-j being hauled in on the line, its comrades, seeing 
that it was in ditllcullies. attackeil it at once. One day, when 
the b('at was hauled in to some rock.s. a few of the men were 
engaged shouting hsh near by. and in so tloing wounded a 
laige haimai'a. 

■■ Having escaped Irum its human tornientors. it m;ide tiu' 
the egen rivet, but was instantly attacked by Eerai attracted 
liV tlie blood esc.ipiug front it' uound ;iud was driven back to 
tile slielter ot tlie rocks close to the boat, trom nhich I had a 



1 r • I 


guo'l view of tlie chase. The large li.sh lolhoced b_\ Us s,i\age 
enemies reiuinded me of a paialh 1 case on lain! — a stricken 
ileel pursued hv Wolscs. 

■’The Feral, fortunately, lie only oft .saiid-lieaches and iii 
ipiiel pools, not fierpientin,o the c.itaraets, uhete their piescnce 
would be ,in\thing but aece]>tabh' to the men while working 
111 the Water. I was fortunate enough to find the spawning 
pi, ice of soiia Fcr.ii oil the ni.itled < lusters of librous roots of 
some liaiies. which hiiiig Iroia the hrauches of it tree into this 
w.iter. amongst whii li mnch eaithy sediment had collected, 
• ind iiiativ small .iipi.itic jil.iiils li.id crown. Tlie sodinieiit 
ca\e weicht t" the roots whicli kepi the clusters under w.itcr. 
, 11. d the force of tie- cnriint iii.ide tliem huocaiit. civimt tlie 
li.ilies a slnpe will li ila- ri'.e-- V..I.. lii,Ldi v Ir.i'h la-pi il,, ;i. i.n! 

t 1 f ll Olll --.1 f e. 
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•• Mv atltiitiuii uu-' uxtr.tLted to llii-iii ]>y two Perai lying 
eliwt to tlieai. witli tlicir lioails tip stie-un. as the men said, 
eiie.med in watching their eggs. Procuring one of the roots, 

1 extiinined it, and found amongst it nuinbeis of .single egg.s 
and clusters of .small, jellv-like young, winch had been already 
hatched The eggs were white, and of about one. eighth of an 
inch in iliaineter. with a hard exterior. The young were very 
little huger, and laid a glutinous suiface. uhieh caused them 
to adhere together on being taken from the water. They had 
not aeijuiied any powers i.it locomotion, but could just wriggle 
their tails like t.idpoles. 

■' Viick-r a lens tliey lestiublcd the egg devoid of its covering, 
with a gelatinous ridge around thiV'' cpiart..rs of its eircum- 
ieicnee. one end of which expandcil into a kn ib (probably the 
]a.sidi. while tie i.ther terniina.tion was Hatteiicd and tail- 
like, 1 coidd not detect .iiiv O', es or iiioutli iu them, hut 
thedr beihes weie speckled wllii giey markings of coloiuing 
matt' r ” 

^^tc■dmall lueutioiis the li'h under the title of Peery. 

The ^Yalaw- p.ilm-dwellers ('cc wPta) dispose of their dead 
si.iiply bv dropping the bodies into the lake, wdieie tile lIc'li 
is t.ipidly stripped from the bones by the Perai. just as our 
aiits ran do witli flags, iidec-, .ind small birds. If tlie deceased 
should haj'peii to be a in. ill of iiiipoit.cin e. tlie body is loweled 
in .1 lift, and the skeleton, when cpiite clealiei.l. is diawn up, 
dried, jciintcd n d. and hung iu the hut. 

I’l.iiii.i.. Suui'iv ( yV/u/o"/.//-..-///" I’lJiij'tj'U This bird is too 
v. ell knowui to need descripitioii. 

Pii.ti.iox. A.' “Tropic IJird.” 

Pi-t’i-to, Xi-tliing is know 11 of the innl. except th.it its 
erv is s'li'lll. ,ind is tie light to re.seiiible the s\ llahles forming 
U' name 

Pi.'.i; Aiuj.i; (/’.Oca/, ,,,'a sy,.). 

Piw tiiiii. — It P sin j I liar lli.it a di ink pia paled as is Pi w, in i 
'hould not only hi\e in eii invi nted and drunk at all. hut 
lb il it -liouhl lia'.c l.c', u employed by ii.itioli' who could h.ive 
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L.iJ no connection with each other. Piwani (which ia alao 
.-.pelleJ Piari or Paiworie) i.s jirepareJ as f<jllow.s. 

(iassava breail ia chinNeJ, and then placed in a larne pot. in 
which is some of the expiessed casaava juice alieady mentioned. 
It is boiled for twelve liours, and then [iiit into jai’s. vlieie 
iermeiitation take.s place, and it i.s I'etidy for u.-e. It has an 
intoxicating quality of a very feeble chaiacter. but the natives 
I'oiiipensate for lai-k of quality by quantity, and. liy dint ot 
drinking .-uccessive b.Avbs ot the liquid, they do succeed in 
intoxicating' themselves. 

XVhen the ualive.s can get brandy, they janfer it to any 
othei' liquid, because it inake.s them diunk so soon. Imt next to 
brandy they like [liwarri. 

Xot only i.s it a favourite beieiagc. but it has a kind of 
sanctity attached to it, and is drinik at their sidemn feasts. 
Here ve ha\e a iiio.'t singular U’-embkince to the ka\.i 
drinking of Polyui-^i i. Tiie Mexicans piei'.ae a diink called 
•■mndai'' in a simil.ir manner.! .\i cpt th.it they einplov apples 
imteail of cassat a or kava. dlio^e win) iiati' bis n iibliged ti.) 
drink Piw.irri tor re.i'ous of p' liey ,'.iy that it rather is seinbles 
very wi.ik t.ible liier. In .some of the larger 'ettleiiients, 
they have eiioriiiou.s I’lu.irri leiuls. sh.qied lib' c.iiioes, of 
about the same .size, atul called by tlie '.line name. 

Pl.ANT-\l-V ll). 

1’lo\ i.iis. There are many species of Plover in (iui.ma, 
d'hi’ mo't I’Ommon ari- tlu' Dl.u-k-bre.i'.tc'l 1 1 1 i.ijiri- 

(O'C''. the Jhngiieck (f. !-i niii-ii' u u! i"' ■ . and the S.indv 
IM 1 1 \ el* M /e ' iiift/'j/'- ^ i- 

I’ola i i'lM:. 'l’hes]iecii'-,mi'iitu.ncilbyT\alerionistln'Tu'e- 
It 11 l UpilU*. or t 'oelidoo '» 1 ‘ t)^itln s y /V .h a.''/ / ■. ). 111 ell llkc till' 

si, tin. rind, it., nutiin.ent in the trees ,'ud not on the ground. 
In .Xoiihern -Vila i a .1 tiu-ie i, .111 allii'd ,pi eies, ,il,o living m 
tiei-, ,iud c.illi-d the lir'oii. c.iw qii.iw . or tf.in.etlali poleupine, 
fi om which tie' ■ ■ Iiidi.iii'. ’ a, tb-y .iie i-.illeil. pn t un ■ tlio ipui i, 
\\ nil \\ hleh tie 1" deeor.ltc til' ir dli‘'-e^ .11 el otliel .111 ale,, ple- 
s'i! - ml v -t.i'U'ii g tlii'i.i wn h il\ c' I -\i r.ii ti il 1 ri m v. ii 1011, hei i 1,. 
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Tlif rmj.l'M, 1)0 J.^iiiiguiahod by its long 

orLlitii'ilo t.ill. ^\ liii li f.iii be e.uloil round tlie branches like 
that of tlie a{iiiler'iuoiikiy\ and the iitlle ant eater. t\hich has 
bet 11 alie.idv described. 

Its food con.si..t, of ]i aves. tiowers. young twigs, and aiiiiilar 
Mibstaiice^. .iiid its flesh is said to be delicate aiid tender. If 
so. it verv lunch belies The oilour which |)roceeds from its 
! od\'. and huh i.a thus de'cnbod liy Ch.irlcs Kingsley ' — 



■■ .More th.iU once we becaiiic aware of a keen and dleadfiil 
.-eeiit. a.s e*i a concoiitratet.l es.senco of unwashed tropK 
hunianili'. 11111011 jii'occcjed fioiu tliit stiange animal, the 
I’orc'ipiiio willi a jiicheiisile t.iil who prowls in the tree tups 
ail night, aiid sleeps in them all day. spemling his idle honis 
in la, iking this liideotis smell I’rohably he or his auci stors 
h Hi li 'iml it ]'iv .Is a pi oteetio’i ; for no jaguar or tiger-eiit. 
■.I Is i‘i 1 ie pi e'Uit.i’il, wouhl c.iie to ined)]|i' with anv thing so 
<■ .i I O'- ti-ly n 1 sty csjii i-i.illy w hen it is :i]| o\ er -h irji jrriekho.’ ' 
,\s ei 1 ... I li -o;'. (ii.iT an\ unimai o.rn the sbuuk it-elf. is 
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piottL-ttJ bv Lin evil odour. AVaterluii iJivny' treit^ it ivith 
ei'iiteuij t. In LIU eL-.'Lty on the vvcu.'-el. he has the following 
remarks ; — 

'■ Alany of the we.asel tribe hive the power of emitting a 
Very di'Ligreeable odour fioiu tlie posterior part of the body. 
\\ e ale gr.ively iuturmed in the -1//^ Jiittji'Ujilnj oj 

that the oule eat has this h.eulty 'giviii him b\' nature as a 
ch fenee.' And. }iiay, at what old gialiuys I'.ieside in the 
L'ulted St. lies h.is the writer of thi.s piiked up sueh iiii jm 
poitaut pieee of infoijii.ation ; irowe-aue' tiie poleeat to I'l' 
iiw .u'e that the tmitteil coiiteiit.s ot a yl.md (1 use ^ilarnl in 
the singular number, for the sake of brevity, but the animal 
has two ol.iuds). iuotlen.siw ti' itself, .should he oifersive to all 
iis jiiirsuei's t i sav, ('/ay/ie.Mo to itself, beeau-e i e.innot 
helieve that e'uM leitor would eonleiiin an uiioiteiiding animal 
to proiluee iis own piiuishua nl hy means of a smell whieh 
ii.-vor le.ivt's t — w hether it roam up and down as a solitary 
animal, or whetlar it h.ue .i paitner and .i family of young 

ones to pi o\ ide lor 

■■ Akhouali th s odour from imhvidu.il' of the weisel tribt- 
1' vei-y dlstU's'iig to our twin nasal st iisibiKties. it hy im 
me, 111' follows th.it the s<-t;nt should h.i\e .i s'liiilar eheet Upon 
those (.11 ail other aniiiiLil'. For exainple. the smell from 
j'urulein' i.itriou is eeitainly very disagreeable to tis bipeds; 
slill it e.unmt piove so to the dog -for. ui Itcu ot avoiding it. 
till' ipMilHiped never loses liii op[iortuiiity of rolling in it. 
If the polee it has had the I’etiel gl.Uid ‘giieii him by n.itiire 
.IS a defeiive,' then must nature li.ive uiveii .i sWeet one to the 
eitel for its destuietioii ; seeiiiu that, whilst we shun the tiist 
on .a-eount of Its iijsiippoi t.iblo steii'di. we piiisue and kill the 
I.i't in order to obt un its perfume Xinv. as li uh these 
all! hi.’ 1 s ai'e of t he same f.iaiil V, 1 eiiinot liel p i em.n king, with 
Sterne, in the e.tse ef the 'pool negro giil,' th it nalure his 
p it one .rf thX tribe sellv ovei the he.nl of the other', if tin 
X'lith .\ner'e,'i ih'o.i be sound 

•m\eaii if i.rm-' i ■- m, " ih's aFonoi.,, hie sti;i(h t. 
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111. my ot tile trilji' ‘ .1 ilrfei.c-e ' sill- li.i-i cruollv 

iieylei-T._'I eiir ioi'iner iiiv.uli-r. tile 1 Liin ivm.iii r.it. The pole- 
cdt ie not ii.iieli exposed to de^imc-tioii. ue niro eiueiits are 
eiiietiy iioeli.rnal. and. ;u -i-Iicim]. u i- apt to ~ 1 liiii the h.iunt' 
of 111(11. i!ul oiir llaiioveii.i 11. li.iiiiiit .1 iiio't nioi'J 11 ite 
appetite for the good thiiie' of thi^ ivoiTd, i.-. rver on the 'tir. 
ill the Very niid-t of it' eU"!ui. '. to 'afi'ti' the eiiiviiie' of it' 
e.ipaeioU' 'toiiiaih . and it will eat' r f> r il'e'f the fouie.md- 
tweiity hours thr(:a\”lioUt. lienee ye'iti- lioU'eke'iper eonijiLiiui 
th.it it will try it' to'.th r.n piime't Stilton in liroad elayliyht, 

■ iiid tint it will Lave ite whi'keis in the ereamhowl. even 
vliil't the elairyi.i.ii.l i' gone upi st.'ii' w.th hutter for the 
lire.ikf.tet tahle. S^tiil niy darling 1 l.inoveriaii lla^ inthiiig 
li'it an ' rdinary t of teiih m lierewith to proteet it'olf, 
a.lLlioitgli expo.'O'.l to, ti.n tiiiif^ na-ie dinger than the foumart, 
whieh List li.is a fetid gland given it by nature ‘as a defeiiee.' 

- Ill addition. I in.iy add. to \'.i't iiiU'enlar .'tieiigtli and to 
t\io full lows of 'h.ir[. .uid Hell a"Orted te ih. 

"This heing the oasi'. let im ic-jeet the Tivin.'atlalitio theory 
u' ,1 thiu'g of I iLptiiit" ; au'l if wo are eilled upon for an 
o['iiiiiin ,1' t 1 till' I'e.il U'l s of the fetid gland in polecats, h t 
U' frankly own that we hive it ii'it in our power to give aiiy- 
thing sati'factory on tli • 'iiLject.” 

I’ol. Ill'll' (i hth ,■<1 h,i ,i.u — ('ailed Tayia hy uativi'. It 
i' an aetite. lively little creimie. hlu-k. with a white patch 
on till' tlil'-'iit. (.I'lolii't' are apt t‘i call the ripossum hv the 

i.t‘,i.eo“ p'der.it. X,, " ( (po"Uni.’ 
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of it> llosli. wiulil in,ik“ it a woieoiiie aiilition to out 
poulUy. 

Within tho tropics, however, it is n vn-y coniijitn iiiliab’r int 
nf tilt' pinltrv v.ird, whei-e its only iliMcvh lek is, tint it 
assumes aiithoritv oi'or the turkeys ami yuiiio.i fowls, ami 
pecks them to death if they do not obey. In many parts of 



(oiiaiia there is a belief th.il if a doe lick' up the Idoed of a 
wouiideil Powisc. or iiiuiiibles its bleedinp feathei-s as doas 
love to do. it will ao lit. el. 

Pi (f 'ipwo'/i /■<' ya/////./e/'(0. — This most usetiil 

tree derives its u.ime from the jmrple cohiiir if its wood, 
ii li'eh is vert' h.ird. close ar.i’eed, dni'able. .-uid toiiyli. 

I t is. liowel 1 r. clliellv V.dlled tor its b.il'k, V, llieh is Used in 
iii.ikiiia c.iuoi's. iMr. ( P>. P>rowii aiv. ' the folhnviiia aecount 
of the lliauuf.irture 

•■The b.ii k e.nio, s .is.sl bv I leli.tiis ap- e.i lied ’ Wood ski Us ’ 
bv tile ( leoles, .ml ,iie iii.ide of one pii c e of b.irk. 'tiappid 
fr.a.i a tiee c.iil. .1 tic Purjile la .irt (t'.e.mA'-' yo'/p/.e-e , 
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'I'lif' li.irk i-f tin- 1 . .i-n^r-tvof ill- -iin;ii ( //'■ ,l„t n! \ is 

al'O 'niiiatiiiii"- n-'Cil. li.iik i' fiviiii (iiir'-i-iLrlith to nue- 

fouith of an iiicli in thir-kness .iml voi-y lii-avy, bting of 
grratrr spcoirie yr.ivitv tlian w.iti i' : -o that in tlie event of 
tlie can ie '.kipping witi-r to any evteiit. it >inks iminediatel v. 
leaving its oeenpants to liuil tkeir way askore, 

Tkev aj'e tiekli'k things to travel in at fir-t. ami to staiel 
np in ' no. nntil aei[uahitoil with it-, freaks is a ilangeroiis 
exjn-iinieiit. ending in an undigiiiked exit over one siile. tlie 
Canoe shooting away in the opjiosite direction. 

To make 1 lie of these woodskins. a huge Purple-heart tree 
i' cut ilown. and tlie hark of the reijuisite length taken oft. 
A wedge-shapfd piece is then ent out of the trciugli-sliaped 
hark, from the t'lp dowuw.ird.s. .it a distanee of thn e feet or 
so from hotli ( nils on laeli side. Th" ends .ire then raised till 
the edges of the cuts meet, when holes are pierced on either 
li.nid. at ,i distance of six iiicln s fii.m tlie cut, and numheis of 
t unis of a strong wit lie or li.i n,i , e.illed Mamui'ie passed tlii'ougli 
them and made fast in a ne.it iiianiier to a small round stick 
]il,iei d ah ng the iiiside Two strong pieces ef wood fasti ncd 
across at the sjdits prevent the sides from closing in, 'I'lie 
ends ate then trlinmed down Ir-'.el with tlie sides, and a tick- 
lish hut s.’rvice 1 ole little eiaft is turned out. The se.its are 
made r.f eiiiai d pieces of the same h.irk. and .ire ver,v low 

■’The wliole process of making one of these woodskins, 
iticludilig' the drying of the hark, orcupies a space of tliree 
wi ek' In tills period must f think, he included some loss 
of time fi-om laziness on the [lart of the Indian e.inoe-lmildei', 
AVoodskins vary in size, hut n'Uallv .ire from fifteen to tweiiry- 
tive feet in lengtli. ,nid an ordinary sized one will carry 
three or four peopl.. with their h.iiuiuocks and provisions.” 

The tiee wlen full grown, r.ither e.xcceds one liundred 
.iiid fifty feet in heiglit. and the n.seful Ij.irk is smooth, and 
of a d.iik brown I'oleiii'. 

Two varieties are kill .wn bv the n.iiives as Kooioolioorelli 
and M.irawinari'O. 
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QrAlL (Orlijx ri rrii — rartly niiirr.itory. 

<^)rAKi;. — A ba-ket of opan work ami very ela^-tic and ex 
pansiyp. The drawing is from my own specimen. 



QriyEDS.- Tlie-P are of two kilnU. tlm oiio f..r Ji, tiding tin 
arrows for tlie blow-gun. tind tlif ..iher for (.lutaining Uv 
jioi-oiicd liends of tlip liog tirrows. A yory lino .spociiiinn of 
one of the former w.-is giyeii to me by Waterti'ii. and hole 
I'eproseiitetl. 

The coyer is not of peccary but of c;ipybar.a 'kin. tiinl li.o, 
the liair iiisiile. so that bv giyiiig it ;i kind of screw wic-ii pn: 
on, it rcni.ains tlrnily in its jdace. 

Tlte Later of knrniminni u.ix. with which tin' ipiivcr i-, 
wholly coyered, is f>f coiisidcr.ible tliickne,',s. --o tli.it if the 
hunter were to allow the i|Uiycr to fill into the water, it 
might lloat for lioni-' willmiit any moistnie ji.-nei r.iring t.i the 
iutcrioi', ,iml so weakening the woiirali on the arrows 

The coil of silk-grtms, aii.l the riper of jer.ii teeth ire 
seen h.inging to the rpiiyer. A\dien tlie 'eraj'er is used, the 
arrow point is placed between two of the ti'etli. uliieli are ll.it 
pointed, and edge d like lazirs, 1 hr arrow- i' ti e;i di.iwt' 
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bctween two ut' tli? teetli aiiJ i> thus '’.uive'l iliiwu to the 
111 e lie lik-‘ ji-iiut wli'eh re ^ lire 1 

A sill ill li.i^kiA -h iii.el like a ll I'k. b.it slightly il.irti ii 1 . is 
mrstly e irrieJ with the quiver. This hesket :s usoT to h ilJ 
till- -wlhl ei ittou tvitli svhieh the arrows are titteil to the bore 
of the blow-gnu. Thus, svith an ei[ui[mieut ■weighing al- 
together little more tli in tla’.-e pounds, the native hnnter c.ni 
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caiTV with him a powerful gun ,ind about three or four 
hundred deadlv missiles. 

The (^)uiver for the heads of hog arrows is vei'v iiiueli 
smaller, and is only a pieee of b.uaboo about seven or eight 
indies in length, and h.iving a cover to gn.ird it from d.mip. 
The Indian generally orn.iments it bv wrapping eotton-striims 
round it in p.itterii.s. .as is seni in the illustratii in, wliich is 
taken from one of iiiv spcciineiis. 
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Rattlesnake {Urujibuj'/u's diirhuns). — This is so familiiir 
a I shall not oociipy valuable sjjaee by Jeseribiiig 

it. 

I have already ineiitioiied that uheii the sloth arrived in 
hnglaud. "SVaterton was able to point to it as a jji'oof that he 
had been right in his de.scription of that animal fsimilaily. 
when a Ijox of live Rattlesnakes, twenty- .sevt-n in number, 
were exhibited at Leeds, he had an oppoituuity of jiroving 
that he was not ruin.ineing when he de'Oribed his encounters 
with deailly snakes. 

He invited a largo party of friends and scieiititic men to 
meet him at Leeds, whither he had .sent a large gdass case, so 
that the sii.ikes niigdit be properly sten. After cautioning 
the visitors to refrain from moving or sjie.iking. he. with his 
bare hand-, transferred the snakes from the 'lox to the glass 
case and back ag.iin. 

He exjilained his mipde of h.tndling .a \enomous serjjent bv 
the following illustration, lie .issumed my h.md. wrist, and 
arm to be part of a Rattlesnake, the hand bi.ing the head, the 
wrist the lU'ek, and the arm jurt of the body, lie then 
.'ijiproached his hand silently, slowly, and (|uietlv to uiv 
wrist, which lie by degrees clasjied, but did tiot piess. He 
next lifted the ai'iu gently from the tabh- on which it w.is 
resting, and jait it down again in the .same slow and cautious 
manner. He trusted for his immunity to the .sluggish nature 
of the serpent.s generally, wliichif distmhed. will glide gently 
away, but if they are trodden upon or hurt. wall, in .self- 
defence. strike at their a.'s.uhint 

He saiil that .liter that lesson. I should he as able to eaiiv 
living Rattlesnakes as he w.i.s, Perliap.s .so. but T .should 
feel I'ather nervous about trying it 
lir.i' Ilowna;. xy? ■'Howler. Red " 


n H 
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llLiiSiAur (SctniJiai/ii or raliLiHn). lias 

nothiiiiz to do tvith tlif Eiigli.-'li Eed^tart. 

lliiixucnuos Bci:tle (Mejasonia T«Vrt/( ). poptdarly called the 
Great Blown Sawyer. 
piioui’iiT' --'XVe •■Paint.’’ 


S. 

S.\( AWiXKi. - One of the Squirrel Alonkeys. 

This tiny monkey, peroral times mentioned by Watertoii, 
i.s plentiful in tUiiana. and is noticed by Sehoniburgk. 

■■ A troop of little S.ieowinkis, or squirrel monkeys, some 
of the most beautiful and active of tlieir kind, leaped with 
the agility of a tame squirrel from braneli to branch, and. 
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.ilanned bv our appe.iraiice. uttcued their painful call, re- 
sembling mucli more tlie crv of a bird than that of an animal, 
and tlien. hastening awav. were snou hidden among the thick 
foliage of the large forest trees." 

Several sjiecies of squirrel-monkev appeal' to be included in 
the genei.d name of Sakawinki. Stedm.in figures the iMarmo.set 
(Jiii'rhiia riihj.ii-'is) under the name of Sakawinki, while 
YVatertoii. who mention.s it as iieing black, and scarcely six 
inches in length, evidently refers t-i the White-whiskered 
d’amarm [Jnfi-lniit ff'/irog* // (/.v'), vln’ch exaetlv accords with his 
description and li.is aceoolingK been tiauied 
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Salempenta (Tthis Teijutxut). — Tlii-s tine lizard i.s some- 
times called the Safeguard, because it is suppo.'Cd to give 
notice of the approach of tlie alligator, just as the African 
monitors are believed to warn travellers against the crocodile. 

It is a lai-ge animal, .stoutly made, and reaching five feet 
or more in lengtli. It is handsomely coloured with black. 
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yellow, green, and white, arranged .-'O variously that li.ardly 
any two specimens are alike Kor thi- reason it is called the 
Variegated Lizard. 

Like the iguana, tlie S.dem[)enta atlords very delica.te food, 
which i.s thought to lesemble the tlesb of a \ery delicate 
young chicken. Xew comers are at first averse to eating a 
lizard of any <loscription, but they very soon find out their 
mistake, and would even prefer an iguana or Salempenta 
cutlet to a chicken. 

Samouraii. — The [>alm wbidi is known by this name is 
called Ireurtin seti'jern, and like the ourah. is of very small 
diameter in proportion to it' length. 

Saad Flv (Siiiniliii I’l rlimi.'-). c.dled liy the native' Mapire. 
and mo'tly haunting the sea shore. What the nm.'quito is by 
night, the S.ind Fly i.' by d.ay. and is a still gn ater pest. It llies 
very rapidly, settles, bites, and fills it.self witli Idood almost 
instantaneously, having nothing of the deliberate action of 
the mosfjnito. The bites afterwards bee mie e.xceedingly 
painful. 


H II '1 
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Sanouj: li_i Ulky iPi/rainjd luhnij. — Souietime> caliuil 
tile Sc u let riin.iger. As is the case with many biilliant 
L'lrds. the sjilemlnl lines (if tlie jilnumge belony only to the 
inlalt mule, the feimile hiiviiiL; the boilv (.lull gteeii and yellow 
iiiste.id (.if .sc.ulet. ami the wings and t.iil brown instead of 
bl aeh. It is about six inches in leiiULh. 

S.tWAUi or ?iouARi {tPirijO.-cir tniiuntijin m.) — This is the tree 
which furnishes the well-known butler nuts. The nuts grow 
in the interi(jr ot large fiuit.s. tilled with a whitish meal. The 
iMots .ire Used tor making tioiii's. and in the futtocks of .ships. 
It thrives b..-st on the hill'. The native,' are .so fond of the 
nuts, that the j'Osses.sion of the tinest trees is sakl to be an 
aeitnowledged c uis(.- of war. When th.‘ nut is cracked, the 
kernel is found to be tilled with a w hite aliiiond-like jelly, 

. RLUT (diujsnnAK. — sv,- • • (.1 rosb.eak. Scarlet,'’ 



,'si 11; ii i /,V/'(///y'/('(.s/"s /('(■(»). — ,S( , ddncaiis *' 

Si IIoum.Ii i Pul/intf <h it nn'tintn). -This line hiid 

1' idio'ir ,(s larg.i as .i tnikey, and derives it' po}iular name 
tioiii a small luiinlike .ip|(en(l.ig(i situ. lie upon iht' uppiif 
parrot thele-el. Tiw obje.-t of this append i ge is a bsolui (d V 
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unknown. Some zoologists believed it to be employed ns a 
weapon, bnt .sueli an opinion is simply ab.sunl, as no bird 
strike.s with any pi.ut of it.s liead exceiit the beak, and even 
if the Screamer did so, the horn would be quite inadequate a 
a weapon of offence. 
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When it wislie-- tti .attack any fi Oa it U'cw tiie sli.u'p .^piirs, 
which are attached to the wing.s. are very .-.tiong. and aliout 
an iiicli in length. 

I'he n:itivcs call it by the name of Kamiclii. 

Silk-Ge-\sS. — T his peculiarly useful fibre is obtained from 
the leaf of one of the Aloe tribe (J.'/uce i i, ■!/,<!, -it)- 

The fibres tun iiearlv par.tlbd to each other throne liout the 
whole length of the leaf, and aie extracted bv steeping the 
leaves in water until tliev ai-e quite .soft, and then drawing them 
through a loop of cord, .so as to clear oft the decayed pulp 
and preserve the fines. These are then dried in tlie siin and 
tied in bundles. 

The Silk-gras-, is of incalculable value to the nalive>, who 
always have a supply on band. The -treimth of tlio libre is 
leillv wondcifiil. and tlionali .so fine that it seems as if it 
would .snap at a touch, it seems mure like sti el wire than a 
vegetable f.ibric. coil of it is always attached to the 

quiver. ^Ylly it is not largely used in this country 1 cannot 
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miayiiie. It gvow.s in the greatest abundariL'e, can be easily 
I tti-aeteJ from the leif. and is not only strong, but light 





Sii..,aijali. This name is soiiietimes .S[ieli as L'lroubali, or 
Siriiabali. Tliere are several trees going by this name, all be- 
longing to llie genus and therefore allied to the 

wall.iba tree. q.r. The wood is excellent for ship buildirg, 
and iNlr. iMcTuik, who collected specimens of Guianan woods 
for the Paris Exhibition of It'It', s.iy.s th.it it is even better 
than gieenlieart. q r . and ought to be classed at Llovds among 
the A 1 wooils. As the wood is light, and llo.its well, it is 
much Usi d for boat building. 

XVlieii freshly eut. it lias a strong aromatie .seelit, and the 
luiee is bitter The ship-worm {Tuv/n) will not touch it, 
■ iiul it is thei’efoic Useful for planking boats. 

Si.oTir, Tn i!ri;-Toi,l>. or Ai t ri'lurfi/l 

W .itertoji s .11 i-oiint of thi.s animal is so full and .aeeurale 
'hat little needs to be .added. ’J'lie mark on 1 lip baek of th-' 
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male is most siugular, and looks exactly if it had been 
btamjied witli an oval-shaped iron, very hot along the centre, 
so as to burn away the hair nearly to the skin, anil blacken 
it. Then, if the iron be not quite so hot on either part of 
the centre, it would pre.ss down tlie fur and turn it brown. 
Lastly, suppo.sing the iron to be only hot enough tovvard.s the 
edges to scorch the fur slightly, we shall produce a fair 
imitation of the mark impre'^ed by nature upon the othei-- 
wi'-e long, and hay-like fur. 



The central line then i.s black, and very decidedly marked. 
On either .side, the fur is .still short, hut of a creamy colour, 
and it fades by short bands of brown into the grey hue of 
the fur. 

tstedman says that thi' animal is jiofudarly called the 
Loggurree or Sheep-Sloth, and that the name.s Ai. or Heeav, 
are givi'ii to it on aceouiit of its plaintive erv. The n.itives 
seemed to be very much afr.aid of its claws, and the tii-'t 
spcciineu which w.i' hi-oueht to him h.id heeu deprived of all 
its feci, so as to rcndei- it harmlc's. 

'riie illusTratiou-, ,,re i.ikcii from a -peiiiniii iu 'VaTeirenN 
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;ind ;ive ^ivi‘11 ill order to '^liow oui* id tilt? cliar.u'- 
teri^tie attitude' assumed Ly tlie animal, as ivell as the 
]i I'ltion and 'hape of tlie mark on tlie kaek of the nipde. 



i^r.OTii, Twii-ti'I'.d I il'i'hicfijhi.^). — It i' well knoivii 
that AVaterton was the original discoverer of the real habits 
of the Sloth, and showed how eiitirely false were the accounts 
of Piullon and otliers. So full is his de-Scriptinu that no 
traveller has been able to add any import int particulars which 
AVaterton has not mentioned. 

In Surinam, the popular name for this animal is Dog-Sloth. 
AA'hoii iiiotiniiless. it cliii"' to tlie braiiche' in siicli a manner, 
that even if seen, it would he mistaken by most jir-rsoiis 
for a mere excrescence on the liark. The specimen wliich T 
saw in the Zoological Dardens was laaiiarkable for the ex- 
tremely weT state of the muzzle 

Spin iXIin.r. n 

Spi R-wi.XG. — Sei’ ■' AAhater lien. Spur- winged.” 

St.vp.roek. — The reader will hear in iniiiil that the 
country now known as British Guiana, was originally 
Dutch Guiana. Tlie cajiital of L>emerara then was called 
Stahroek, hut since Guiana has passed into the posse.ssion of 
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Elngland, tlie name of the cajiital was changed, and it is now 
called Gleorgetown. 

Sting Eay (I'nj'ion vnsfuKirtt). — Alany .species of Sting Tlay 
are known, and they all belong to the Skate family. They 
are well known by their long whip-like tails, ami the .sharp, 
iloubly barbed bone which proceed' from the ba.se of the tail, 
and becomes a weapon which can be wielded with tLi-rilile 
effect, 

A.s a rule, the Guianan native' are not a warlike race, but 
when war is forced upon them, their wt'aiions are very 
formidable. AVar arrows, for example, are .sometimes headed 
with the bone of tlie Sting Tvay. and are nearly .'ure to cau.si- 
death, as, when the arrow .stiikes the enemy, the force of the 
blow causes its very brittle he.nl to >nap a'under. and to 
leave several barlis imbedded in the body. The Polyiie.'ian 
warriors pirobably took the bone of the .■sting Hay a' a model 
for their many-barbed spear.'. 

SvGAE-cANK. — '1 he juincip-d pl.int which i.s used for the 
jaoductioii of sng.ir is tlm gigantic ar.i" known a' , '4uear-c.ini' 
(■'^ncijhit I'iaii III ojjii'iiiai'ihn). It wa' originally brought fioin 
the E. Indies to ,S,'ulhcrn Europe by the ( 'rinadcr'. and so 
made it' way into the colonies. There are manv species of 
saccharinuni, or sug,ir-gra'«c.'. Some of oui' own gra'ses h.tvi' 
a jierccptible s.iccharine llavonr. 

,'>rN-Bini). — A kind of Heron (//ih'ns — In Ti.ir- 

b.idoes it i.s called Tigri-Eowlo. 

The following account of the bird is from G. Kingsley’s 
Lii.iit : 

“ These are strange hir’d' too. < >ne. whom you may see in 
the Zoological Gardens, like a plover wuth a 'traiglit beak and 
bittern's plumage, w hose busirress it is to walk about the table 
at meals uttering sad metallic noi'e' ami catching llic'. 

’■ Its name is Sun llinl. ‘ 'iin-fowlo.' of the Surinam negroi s. 
according to dear old Stedman. ’because, when it extends it' 
wing', which it often does, there aj'j'e.ii-' on the inteiior p.u’t 
of tacli w ing a nio't beantifnl representation of a 'un. This 
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tiii'd,’ lie coiitiiine,-> verv truly, ' luiirht Le stiled the j erjjetual 
iiiotiDii. its l)ody making a continual inovi'iuent. and its tail 
keeping time like the i eiiJulum of a cluck.’ ’’ 

8tedman al'O call'- it hy the name of Flvcatcher, one of 
the many in-'tani-es of inisleaihng noiiieiiclatui'e winch are to 
he found in hook-- of travel. The colour of the sun-bird is 
reddish, spotted with bl.ick, and there is a round black spot 
on the small head The beak and leys aie green. 


T.tNG.tR.t. -- is spelling for Tanager. — ''Vt ■’ Sangre do 
Huey.” 

T.tPIR iTa/it'cct tcrreiii ia). — The Tapii s foi'iii one of the 
links connecting the elepliants with the swine, and the 
only two species which stiivive. one in Tropical America, and 
the other in Malacca and Sumatra, really look as if they were 
e.xtinct pachyderms th.it had been restored to thi' world. 

The Tapir is never found far from tlie water, in which it 
disports itself as if it belonged natnrall_\ to tliat element. If 
alarmed on land, it alw.iys makes for tlie ri\er, into which u 
jilunges. and then can escape fioin any foe e.vcept man. it is 
•i vegetable eater, feeding nio.stly <in wild gourds, melons, and 
similar fruits, it is e.isily tamed, and si'on becoim s as 
familiar as a dog, 

itriioxiit.v (^/f II //ftrt t/ 1 // //o, /Zo///'////// ), '—Found plentifully 

in s.-tndy ground near sw’ainps, but not in them. 

The natives pi-ifnme tlieir hair with a minute fungus whieh 
always grows in till- newly-cut wood of tlie T.uiroiiira. The 
timhei' i.s chielly Used for hoUse-fraines and wheel-spokes, 
1 he tree 1 ^ ,ibont liinetv feet ill height. 

Tii.i.ii, Si,- •■Jaguar’' 

I loLK-ijiiiii, -Tiiere ale seveml species of these birds, 
which device tlieir popiiLir name from the peculiar erv 
whiih tliey uilei'. J iii-- c.ill re-emhles the civ of ih*' jaguar. 
p'i]miniy the tiger, and. like f!;e jaguar, t lie Tiger- Bird 
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uttei’s its cry in the early iiiorning and late in the evening. 
Two speeies are tolerahly cciiuiion. One (Tiiji’isama Bra::ll- 
itnse) is simjily brown in colour, but another (Tiyrisviua 
tigrinum) is dull yellow, with a number of .short black bar> 
across the feathei'.s. 

TlGEK-eAT. -Une of the small Leo2)aids kuowm as Margay.s 
■ Leopd rdiiit tiyrinu.i). Several species of leopard are called bv 
this name. Watertiin tamed one of them, brought it home, 
and actually trained it to rtni with the fox hounds. It wa.s 
\ery useful a' a rat-catcher. 

Tix.t.'ioi . — The.'e birds all lieloug t(,) the genus Tinaiantis, 
and are all native.s of .South America. They are on an 
average about the .-'ize of a grouse. They li.ave very >hort 
tails, which gives them rather a lunniish ajipearaiice They 
seem to be lather stupid birds, and can be caught by a 
noose fixed to the end of a long .stick The species which is 
mentioned by Waterton under the name of iilaam is jirobably 
Tiii'inwtln el eyu ns. 

TlRA.S'.t. — Kee ■’.'sun bird." 

Tortoise. — This is the Box-Toitoise {i'isiiala t'arull.na), 
sO called bec.iuse it can not onlv draw its limbs and head 
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within the .shell. Imt can fold the shell together, so that it, 
is (juite invulnerable — Syilnoy Smith's .simile on page 10. 
The negroes call it bv th.i name of (Nioter. 
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It alw.iv-- t'l be fouml in drv 'itu 1411111"^, pvcferrini; the 
piue fore'te. because thev also love a ilrv soil. It is of small 
size, anil as it is very prettily coloiire.l. it is soin 'times iiianu- 
facturel into a smift'-box, bein'.; mountel iu silver, ami having 
the inov.ible plates tittel with birnges. and sprin-g-elasps. 
The Colour is most v.iriablo. but bhcek and yellow are the 
most conspicuous Intes. 

Toucax. — Tropical America produces an inexhaustibh' 
variety of living creatures, and there is perhaps none more 
remarkable tlian that extraordinary group of birds known as 
Toticans. from the la.itive name Toco. 



r-ii . \N 

Kiii;j:''lcv b‘'ems to linvr* bcfu aroatlv iriipro>SbMl witli 
apfUbdiMiiff* of tlio toucrai, nnd n_Kreo> with AVutorton that it is 
■nti, ill V n fniit-oatiiiL^ liinl : — 

" A Toucan (if tlie prim.a'-vnl foie^t, «a=; i^^orpcous in 
<•' ilwur ;iN lie js iitliculous in sliapo. ITis plumage i>. 

black, bet oft; by a suow-wliite fringed with oiim.son; 

ciiiii'son and groi'n tail coverts, and a criuison and grtoii heak, 
vmtIi blue cere about hi'^ face and throat. 
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"His eiiiivmous ami weak kill sei-nis inada for tlie purp isi- 
of bwallowiii" bananas whole ; how he feeds liimself with it 
ill the forest is ditiieiilt to poiess " Banana “) : and when he 
hop.s up and down on his great elatteriiig feet — two toes turned 
foi'ward and two hack — twisting head and beak right and left 
(for he caniint well see stiaight before him) to see whence the 
bananas are coining : or -when again, after gorging a couple, 
he sit.s gulping and winking, digesting tlieiii in serene satis- 
faction, he is as trood a specimen as can be seen of the 
ludicrous — dare I say the intentionally ludicrous ! — element in 
nature.” 

It is true tliat in confinement the Toucan will eat little 
birils, just as a inmdtey will e.it a mouse, but I very much 
doubt whether either toucan or monkey touches animal food 
ill its native woods Toucans make great inroads on the 
plantations of oraimes, guai.ts. and other fruit, hut. as they 
,ire shot in coii'idorahle uumbers. llie delic.icy of their flesh 
makes amends for their de[ired.itions. Waterton seeiirs to 
liave eaten his Toucans boiled. 

There are many species of Toucan The lloiiiadi of Water 
ton is lijto t h t’Oi’Jty and the ficii'ou is 

AriJ. a.s shown in the illustration. The 
Tuucanet is Uhani rUfll'inru. It i' an active little 
bird, uttering its yelping cry either by day or in the evening, 
and jerking its head about in ,i most ludicrou.s fashion. 

TiiiuKs. N.irnH.- -TIk* ti\e gre.it tiihes are given on p. "■'iT. 
Taking them in their erder. rile Waiaws. or Giiaraons, as 
Hiiiidioldt c.ills tlieiii. .ire meie e.wlusivcly aijuatic than the 
others, one great division of them living wholly in hike 
dwellings built in the stems of the ita or morielie palm No 
" .Kta.” Thev are also tlie best imiu e makers, and call calve 
canoes out of trie tiunk.s. s.uin- of which are .ible to carry 
verv large uuiiibeis of mill. They sell tlif-e c.nues to other 
t rihcs. 

The Arowarks aie t.iller and failer than the othei’ trihe.s. 
,iveiagnig ti’i m 7i fr t in to .V tr o m m hcglir, ami the iiuhved 
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pi'Ogenv of Arowaek and European is said to be remarkable 
fur Its beautv and intellect. The Acoways wear scarcely 
anv clotliincr. and indeed, when no white men are near, do 
not trouble themselve.s about clothes at all. They wear their 
coarse black hair very long, and aie accustomed to carry a 
piece of wood in the cartilage of the no.se. 
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The Carihs are al.so nude, and wear ornaments in their 
under lips. Lastly, come the Alacou^hies, who aie the best 
woiirali makeis, and .sell it to other tribiss. 

In the acci.unpanying illustration I have brought together 
three figures, in order to ,show the difference between the 
h.uropean and Guianan typ)es of the human frame. The 
"Painters Ideal” is copied from an imaginative drawing 
"f .'i young Indian girl, as dejih'tiMl hv a welLknown artist 
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The model is clearly of an Enirli-,h type, with the abundant 
wavy hair, .-slojiiii" shoulders, amjjle brow, full eves, and 
sti'aiydit delicate nose. Sub.stitiite an English arclierv dress 
for the skin robe, and a bow for the spear, and there is a 
handsome English girl at an archery meeting. 

The Sculptor’s Ideal of the .same subject is wholly Greek 
Substitute a crescent diadem for the plumed circlet, a light 
classical chiton for the feather apron, and there is Diana, 

How different is the real hgure of the Guianan type of female 
beauty, copied exactly from a photograph in mv po.s.session ! 
Note the dill'erence of size, the coarse, straight hair, the little 
eyes, the high cheek-bone.s, the short neck, the srpiare shoulders, 
the in-turned feet, and the spreading toes l)ie--s her a.s you 
will, or even change her complexion, she can never look 
Engli.-,li or Gieek. 

Tkoelv. — T his is a p.alin with very long and wiile leaves, 
which are much used in the construction of houses Stednian 
mentions the palm under the name of Trooly. and state.s that 
the leaves diverge directly from the gronml. like tliose of the 
\oung coiK'i iiirite, Tiic leaves an' known by the name of t.is. 
ft is probaldy one of the fan-j)alins the leaves of 

whicli .ire more than tvehe feet in wiiltli and proportionately 
long. When young, it h.is no .-tein, so th.it it answer.s both 
to Stedman s and Waterton’s doscription.'. 

Tkoi’Ii' Hniii {VlineUjii ufln ren') — This beautiful bird i.s 
one of tlie Pelican family, and derives its popular name from 
the fact tli.it it is never seen outside tlie tropics unless blown 
by gales too violent to lie resisted, even by its powerful wings. 
Like its relative, the frig.ite bird, it can leniain on the wing 
during the wliole day. and has been met at sea at least a 
thousand miles from the nearest land. It ran, however, rest 
Its wings bv sitting on the water. 

Theie arc scvci.il species of tlieso birds, fine named the 
lloseate Tropic l!iid. being in great leipiost .iniong the native.s 
of the South Seas, who Use tlieir long tail-plumes as ornament' 

in their head-diesses of eei-einoiiv. In this species, the tail 
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ii'.ithfi’.-' an- aiiil ura ililn a plaited tillel 

wliich burroniiJ^ the head, very luucli a= the Gmaiiaii iiatit'es 
make their t'eather-crowii^ with the tail-feathers of macaw.'.. 

(Jii accvuiit of the aerial habits of the bird, it is iiut easy to 
procure these feathers and these islanders manage to snjiply 
them'ilies by Wcitchinir their nesting-places, claw ling up to 
them, and jerking out the feathers as they sit on their eggs. 

XVatertoii had great tlifficulty in obtaining one of these 
birds but at last shot one. in a ve>\age across the Atlantic. 



lie olb'ied a giiiiie.i for the' recoyei’y e)f the bird, when a 
iiaiii.sh Sailor plunged into the .sea after it. He nearly lost 
not only the rewarel, but his life, for no boat could be launched, 
ami tjie ship was going so fast through the waiter, that in tiwiiut 
to b.iek, she luissod stays, and tlu'y had to wear lier. How- 
*'ei, the 111, in kept hiiii-elf atlo.it, ami deliyered the bird to 
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Watfi'tiiii. who Iia.l a ■?|iei'!al af!i‘ lioii for it over aftei w ariU 
The illustration ia taken from a aketrli of this very apec-imen. 
aa it stootl in his mu-eiim. 

Thoufials. — There are many of tlie-e birds, the beat known 
of which is the Ilice Troiipi.al i^lJoth-lnmiix oriili-orns). 

It obtain.s its name from it.s extreme fondness for rice, and 
is sometimes called the rice-bnnting. As it has a very wide 
lange, is extremely plentiful, ami possesses a beautiful voice, it 
has received a variety of popnlar names, stich as butter-bird- 
hoc.tusc it becomes .so fat in h.irvest time : rced-bird. because it 
i.s fonel of settling in vast number' among seeds ; bob o-link. 
bob-linkum. d-c. 

Tfu'.mfetjcr. sometim> .s called \V:irai..ibu i-ri i-itii 



— This bird is allied to tlie crane. AVatertou meution.s that 
it can bo domesticated, and in aucb ea'ea. it u.'Uully considers 
the house as its own. ami is madly jealous of any other pet 
which it fancic' may di'ju'ive it of it' iiiu'tcr ' allections. 
for cat', it cannot ! ear them, and al«.i\s turns tliem (jiit of 
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t!i ■ riiniii if IXi-n yi.-lJ to it niiK-'-J they iii-f 

Vt-ry conr,iyeon<. for tlie Tininpeter arr ak'i tliom aftor a verv 
yii'culi.ii- fa'-liioii jiuniiiiio on it> fno^ ii.ick. ami kickins' and 
l..-ckiii£r kill! niitil ko i> niiito liewildored. 

Ti i- nsnnlly a ko.nitiful kinl. e^j ei-ially in t]io la'eamt, wIipi-p 
tlio lilack fi-.itkcrs are riekly gln^-ed nitk gold and pniple 
n]inn tl.eir edge'. 

'I'l uii.n. Fiii>ii-v. ATiin -- Several reptile' are known kv tins 
name. Tkat to which AVateitoii here refers i' prokably the 
laruer of the two il'n-hiri,- iiii< i i-j Kn^a'i. called Sacliapana by 
the nativen. It.s eg.iTi are large, .spherical, and with white 
sliell' The smaller species (/,’/////< //vev/rvM. called by the 
iiative' T.o’acai. lays soft oval egg.s. The eggs of both 
'1 ecies are valued a' foo.l and only the yolk is eaten. It is 
allied to the welkkuown cliii ken toitoi'f of North .America. 




\ '..itrwin ( lo/cyc/o/.v sj.rrf t'i! ut ), — As to the A aiiipire bats 
which Would not bite AVaterton. who did his best to allme 
them, and would iii'i'i on biting overt body else, who did not 
V. i'll to be bitten. C. King'ley has the following remaik.s : — 
"'J'lien wc iii'pccted a I'oolie’.s gnat toe, which had been 
st-vc-rely bittc.n by a Ahuiipire in tlaa night. 

■■-And hero lot me .'.ay that the? popular disbelief of ATimpire 
'll lie ' is e.mly owing to English ignorance, and di.sincliiiatiou 
to believe^ any of the’ many qii.iint doings wliicli John ruill 
has not soiui, be'-caii'C he' eloos not care to see tlu'iii. If he 
coiiios to these p.irts. ho must be c.ireful not to leave hi.s feet 
or h.iiol' out of beel without iieo.'epuito e iirt.iius , if he has 
good horses, he ought not to leave them exposed at night 
without wire.'-gam.e louiid the* st.elile shed — a pi. in which, to 
my snrpri'o, I noier saw imed in the AVest Indies. 

■■ < )i ho t’w I"!*. Ilf- Aviil lie lull t(») t(» fini] ill the iiiorninu 

■ ' M i.i I lu ula r hit ( ut nut f»t hi- o\\ ii tie 'll fu’ eveii \\'or'e. <>ui 
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bi< Imr.se'o withers or throat . who~e twi.stiiig and lashing cannot 
shake the tormentor olf ; and imi.st be content to have himself 
lamed, or hi^ lnsrsas wcakniod to .staggering and thrown out 
of collar-work for a week, as I have seen happen more than 
once or twico. The onlv nietli al of keeping off the T.impire 
Vet employed in st. doles is light : and a lamp) is Usually kepit 
burning there. But the negro — not the most careful of men 
— is apit not to till and trim it ; and if it goes out in the small 
hours, the hoi'se.s are pretty sme to he .sucked, if there is a 
forest near. 

■■ So numerous and troublesonio. iinleed. are the ^ ampire.s, 
til, it there an' pastures in Triuid.o.l in -Hhicli. at h ast till tlio 
ailjoining’ woods were cleared, the cattle would not fatten, or 
even thrive ; heinir h'und. morning aftiu' morning, weak and 
sick from tlu' I/leeding which tliey had en<lured at night.” 

The coolie in fpiestiou— a Hindoo — made very ligl it of the 
injury, alihongli the toe bled C).aisiilcrahly. ami tlio wound 
could scareelv be healeil. M’hy the Vamp'ire should alw.iys 
select the withers of the liot'O ami the toes of the human 
being is a pmohleiii as vet unsolved. Neither do wo kiiow 
how tlie Vampiires lived when they hid mithcr lior'i '. iMttli'. 
nor human beings to suck, any more than \\ e know how count- 
less millions of inosipiito.s. I'eas. l.iml lechi's. and other 
no.vious creatures contrive to exi.st without the blood of m.in 
or bea-t. 

V-ixiLr.i (Vdiiilhi iJd iiij'iJiii ). — Tlie pilaut uhich fiiriii'lies 
the well known A'auilla. .so much use<l by piastiy-coiiks. is a 
curious p)ara-.itic orehul. 

It originallv starts from tile grouml and then U'Cind^ the 
trunk of a tree. The stem is .sipiare. ami throws out a nundra' 
of little rootlets, which make their way int') the hark aii'l 
drain the tree of its sap>. 

Indeed, so entirely does it d.-pimd up'oii the 3110- of thu 
tree for its Lfe. that if it be cut awwy bidow. so as to sew r its 
couiiect ioii witli llie eioiiliil. it will loiifioi)’ I" g:"W as i.ell 
as e\er. Our ivv. if cut, ahv.iV' dn ' I'* cause u .kriics 'Is 
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’A lit'tle suE-^isteiice fr 4.1 tlie ground, ami n^'iie from tlie trO''. 
and. .-IS i.s shown by tlio skotclie- uf the Ivy Tower on pages 
-Id and 60 , flourishes as wadi on stone walls as on trees. 

The flowers irreiw in sj) kes, and are iiehly perfnnicd. ami 
the pods are very flat, and otpen along the .side. Very little 
genuine vandla flnds its way into Engl.iiul, not more than a 
few hundred-weight beina' imported. It.s place i.s supplied by 
the common and much clie.tper b.ds.nn of I’eru, 

Vt'LTURK, Aura rinrn'i . — The name of this bird 

Will .ilwavs cdl to mind the memoralde conti-oveisy bct'veeTt 



W.itercon .ami Audubon, in whi'h tlm foianc]' c.ime off the 
victor. Tlie w hole coiitrovoi ~v is printed in tin- volumes of 
/f.'.sr/ 1/*;. ;ind it is too husa to bi‘ inserted in tins bonk, .and too 
valuable to lie judged by mi aim of extracts, I strongly 
recommend the re.idcr to pirocuie thc.se ess.iys, and ailmiio the 
masterly mann -r in which Watertoii handled the subject, and 
the completeness with which he cut aw.iv the ground from 
under the feet of ]ji~ .mt.igonist 
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The Aura Tultnre. iil.irlv hunwu .i' thf Tuiht-y Buzzanl, 
Vfi'y coiniuiui in owu muiitry, ami in civilized place-- i-i 
jirotecteil liy Liw. i>ii acccjuiit ( t it^ value as a >cavenger. 
W aterti'ii >t>ite', in corn Uorath ii ot in-' own mcM of the ca^e. 
that diir.iig the dreadful jdagu. in Yl. laa tihich has alre idy 
hceii meiition_J ,.n p. 11, the N'ultnie d-.l ilJt-^tiu!able service. 

"So gnat was the d.iily huvue ,,f death, th.it no private 
biiiiaLs could be allowed, and many a ci-rpse lay exposed in 
the open air until the dead carts n.ade their roumis at night- 
fall to take them away to their Li-t iV'ting-place, which was 
a large pit, prepared by tlie convicts in the day time. 

■■ Duriu" this long-continued .scene of uoe an 1 .sorrow, which 
I saw and felt, I never could haiu th it the \ ulture.s preyed 
upon the dead bodies whicli had not had time enough to 
putrefy. But. when tlie wind lilewin from the .Mediterranean, 
and washed a.sliore the corrupted bodies of those who died of 
tlie pestilence, and had been throw n ovei board from the 
shipping, then it was that tlie vultures caiiie houi the neigh- 
botiiing hills to .sati-fy tlieii hiumer." 

The 2 >opulai n.une of turkey huzzard is given to the bird 
on account of it.s resemblance to the common turkey, and 
many a new' comer h.is found himself an ol'ject ot derision 
hecau.se he has shot an Aiii'.i Vulture, taking it lor a 
turkev. 



The simdler illustr.aiuu is t.ik. n from a sketch at the 
Zoological Carden.s. njirescnting the Abillure in a f.ivmiiite 
attitude, sitting on its ankles, witli its i\iim-s h.dl spie.ad, 
rejoieing in ihe .sun. 

N'ri.iirr, .K i.\o t '.V/./zy /. , E' iiur om of tui- 
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loiiLre-^t ami I'nwerful of tlie \'!ilture tribo, tliU birJ lias 
ib-riveil name from tlie tyranny wliieh it exercises over tlie 
•■nira ami Llaek viilTures. not alloiviinr tliem to eat until its 
O'.vn liune'er is satistieJ. The beautiful ctiloiirs which adorn 
the beak are well and accurately Jescrilied by YVaterton. and 
it is on account of these lleshy excrescences that the bird is 
called by the .scientific name of t?arcorhamphus, or •■fle.sh- 
beikcd." These colour.s, however, are not to be found in the 
yoar.2' bird, and do not make their appearance until the fourth 
yc ir. The name of / is eipiLvaleiit to that of pope, and 
siu'iiiiies th.at the bird is a sort of pope among the other vul- 
tures. Its curious facility f u- discovering dead carrion and 
snakes has already been lueiitioned on p. dcifb 


W, 

XV.Mi \ii\ Tui.e I ;ic',;,(/u). —So called from the shape 
of the pods, which resemble a .sickle. .Lat. yid.r. "I jiassed 
. the AVallaba Tree, with its thin curved pods dangling 
from innunicralde bootl.ices six feet long,” — King.sley. 
The wood of the wallab.i .splits freely, and is Used for staves 
and sliinglcs 'j’he </ily re.sin exudes from the tiee when 
woiUidcd. Also.''' “Siloabali." 

AV.ti.i — Xc ■•C'otinga, Poiuliadour. ' 

\\ a, •• Tvumpi'ter. 

X\’.\Ti u-Hi,x. r'l'ur.-'MX'i.rT) i /’(//•,•« .Amu /m). — Several species 
of .lac, OKI ale known, and are at once recognizable by the 
onornmus proportmiiate longtli .aid sleudernes.s of the t!>c.s. 

I'liis provision of nature cn.ibles them to walk with safety 
U]jijn the llo.itiiig le ivcs of water-plants, and so to procuie it.s 
food, wliicSi consists of mpi.itic iii'cct.s, wc. It is a good 
swiuiiinT and divcT, but its powcr.s of wing are trilling. The 
inagiiiticent leaf of the A'ietoria regia is a great favourite w ith 
tbi- .l.icana. which ihids a liriii footing on a leaf which i.sablc to 
sustain the v emlit of ,i little girl some six or si \-en wars old. 
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rill eicli winii' i-> :i >hirp,iiiil ratlier 'tr.m^ ^pur. which his 
eariicJ tni- the liirh the p ipiiLiv a uue of Spur-ivinu'. It is 
;il-,o i-eiiiaikahlo for a ruvioiis leathciy excresconce, which rises 
fioiil the IcisC of the lieak. both above ami below. 



\\'ateema.\ima. — Thronghout the whi'le of (.lUi.iiia tbeie is 
a super, stit ions clit'.iil of some str.uiee beinir Mliii'h. like tlie 
aippeii of Xorwuv, the giiome.s. goblins, ami other malignant 
semi-spiritual beings of Knrope. the jinns of Asia, ami the 
jiinibics of Afric.i. take a ileinoniaeal delight in « allaying and 
mnrderiug traveller.s. 

The AVatermainni.i .seems to be able to a-sume various 
forms, though it generally pi-efers that of a human being. 
Xlr. llrown mentions it under tlie n.iuie oi w.iter rliibl. 

“On our way we passed a deep pool, nheie iluie w.i' an 
edilv, ill whii'h the guide informed us iheie liied a watei 
child'’ covered with long hair. A woudskiu (' • laiioi i with 
Indians was p-msing the spot one day. wlien the water-ehild 
came to the suiface. caught hold of, and npoA the c.uioe, < Hie 
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(if its dCi-'iipdnts -.(ink ■with it. nnJ, Leirnr sfi/.e.! by the ciiilii, 
never etine up to the surkice ag-Ain.” 

This iieciiuut, it vrill be seen, t illie' cxietly With tliat of 
Wiitertdn, 

The .-(Hue 'writer meutinns thT .s^mi -npernitiuMl being 
unjer (mother nime. •' diJi.’’ 

■'The first night (after leivhig Pe limali we heirrJ a long, 
loud, and miast mel mchiilv whistle, j'l'oceeJing from the 
lUreC'tion of the depth,s of the forest, at which some of the 
mei( excl, limed, in an awed tone of voice, ‘The didi ' ’ Two 
or three time- the whistle was repeated, sounding like that 
made by a human beinu'. beginning in a high key, and dying 
slowly and gradmtlly away in a low one. There were con- 
llicting i.i[i’iiirins amongst the men regarding the origin of 
flir'-e soumls. Some s.iid they proceeiled from the wild hairy 
man, or ‘ilidi,' of the Indi.ins : other.s thit they were pro- 
duced by a large and poisonous .--uak.' which kves in one tice 
from its youth up. when it attain.s a great size, living upon 
biids whicti are so unfortnn.tte as to alight nc.ir it, and thus 
bec'ime victims to its power of fascination. The ‘didi’ is 
s.iid by the Tndiaiis to b'' a short, tliick .'Ot. and powerful 
Wild man. whos(.' boily is covered with h.iir. and who lives in 
tlr'‘ forest, A b--]ipf in the c-xisteiice of tills f.il'uilous creature 
Is uiiivei’s.tl over tlie whol ■ of ISricisli Ven^Z'iel.iu, and 
liiMzilian (fuiana. On the T teincrara river, some years after 
this. I met n lidf-bn-d woodcutter, who rel itcil an encatiiiter 
thit ho ha l with two didii — i la il,^ and fcm.ih' — in which h'; 
-iicocs-fully resisted ili -ir att icks with ids a\c. In tlm fray, 
he .st.itod thit li? w.n a glad d.'.il scratch'd, ilis story 
I'cijuircs to b,' taken with a verv l.irge grain of salt.’ 

W'w or Wii.ii P.jiK — ,s'<a Ivuruui.imii." 

AVii ti'-i'i loii-AVi 1,1,. — .Sec ■' ( io.it.suckcr.s 

ANTnrf^VAKi; t P/ii/n'lri/ is cba'./iss-b/i/isi -asSevcral Sii.ike.s arc 
called by this name, lipcause their long, sicii.Ier bodie.s look 
Very inucli like the pl.dtel thong of a liuiitiug whip. Indeed, 
more than once a AThipsiiake li.is Iveii grasped under the 
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impression that it was a whip-thong, which had been droppiJ 
in the path. 

>Some of tliein are venomoii.s. tint that which i.s mentioned 
by T\ aterton i.s perfectly harmless. It i.s about tiro feet in 
length, of a h>velv green colour, and verv' active, dartinu 
among the leaves and branches with such rajjid agility, that 
the slightest twig scarcely bends under its weight. 

W nu-.iEE-Yuu. — A (loatsucker ; .species uncertain. 

A ILLY COME-Gl.l. — Ditto. 

Woodpecker, Ked-iie-Vded (J/e^nuri'jies e /■)//// rocejihal us), 

WtOD.SKTA. — Popular name for a Bark Canoe. .iA 
'■ Purple -Heart.” 

W OBK-Aw.tY. — A Goatsucker -. jpecies uncertain. 

W oru.tLi. — The infnrination actpured by AVaterton i.s mo.st 
inteiesting. and it is to his energy and per'everance that we 
owe our knowledj^e of the nio^t wonderful poison ever invented 
by savage race.s. As may bp seen from AVaterton's account, 
Its manufacture is evidently the rp'^ult of e.vj.erience. More 
than one substance is u.->e<l in it. and as the AA'ourali made hv 
the Alacoushis. one of the five great tribes, is superior in 
f]U ility that the otiier tribe.s aie ."lad to buv it. there is no 
doubt that very iire.it skill i.s leipiired for its prepaiation. 

l. ven among tlie Macoii'lu's theie are some faniilits which arc 
celebrated for the .stiviigtli of the AA’ourali made bv thtuji, and 
the secret of its manuf.ictuiv i.s .said to be handed down from 
father to son. the j)i av men. or conjurors, licing the chief 

manufacturers. 

Scvei'al instances aie knouii of experimeiit.s ni.ide in Europe 
with AAAuir.ili. and wliicli h.ivi- failed. 1 luive little dmilit that 
the jKijsoii with uhicli tlicv woioiiMilc n.is not gemibic. ortli.it 
it liad boon iiiglectcd. Tlic s.ivagcs of (bii.iiia aie ijiiite as 
ex] Pit at adulteration as tin' idvilizcil milkii..in. piililicnii. or 
.LVocer. ami arc pei'fci'tlv c iiMhle of m.ikiiig Womah for the 

m. irket. but not foi^ usc 

WAitcrtoii iii'vi r f.iii’ d witli the oxivcrimi iits uhicli lie made 
with thcjioisoji vliicli he him'cif olit.nned tioiii rli<' Macoii.sh s 



wliile dwelliiij; amontr them. Xor. a-, far I know. h.\s 
any ouo failoJ witli W.itL-rton's p lisuii, I in, ole a few ex- 
poiiments with some of it. and foiiml that his account of it 
wa^ literally true. 

Ueath was not iust intaneous, but the creiture wliich was 
wouinled .scemej to he iinmeJi.itely deprived of all wKh to 
move, thi the spot it was wounded, there it reiiriinel, its 
eyes giving no indic.ition of sensitiveness vdieu touched, and 
it-, limbs gradually ivla.xin'/ as if in .sleep. Yet the poison 
wliich I Used laid l.ieeii preserved marly foity years at Wal- 
ton Hall, but it had been c.irefully kept from damp, which 
injure', eviii if it does not destroy its power'. 

In hi.s es.say oii the Monkey fauiily, Watorton makes a 
pa'sing. hut valu.iljle I'eniuik on the M'ourali ; — 

'■ If yon are in want of a tender monkey, a month edd or so, 
to boil fur hi'oth or to educate as a pet. your only chance of 
succe.'S is to shoot the poor mother, but not with a fowling- 
piece. Yiiie time.s out of ten tlie wi luided mother would 
stay in the clefts of the trees, where .she would ultimately 
perish with her progeny. An arrow, poisoned with M^ourali, 
is your sure.st weapon. 

Take a good aim, and in a few minutes the monkey will 
he lying dead at your feet. The Wourali poison totally 
destroys all tension in the muscles. jS'ow, a gun-shot wound, 
even though it be mortal, has not such an immediate effect. 

*■ Knowing thi.s to be the case, whenever a monkey was 
wanted, recourse was had to poisoned arrows, liy this pre- 
CMution, the ill-fated animurs existence was not prolonged 
under the painful angui.sh of a deadly wouml. The Wourali 
poison woidd act as a balmy soporitlc, and the victim would 
he lie, 1 1 .it your feet in a very .short space of time ’ 

'I'he necc'sity for some such poi.soii is evident from the 
f.ict that on acc'uiit of the exuberant luxuriance of tropical 
vegetation, a mort.dly w*ouiided monkey, if only able to 
traverse a couple of hundred yards, would be hopele.s.'ly lost, 
and whether the body remained wedged among the houghs or 
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fell to the grouiij would be a secret only known to the 
vukure.s and carrion-feeding in.-ects. 

The peculiar '• hhioke ” or basket into which the AA'oiirali- 
maker jmts his materials, is shown on pag^ -kid. 

Chief among the materials is the YVourali Vine (XV, o/o/i/m.s 
,vC. This, as its name imports, is allied to the plant 
which furnishes the well-known str3-chnine poison. 

When full grown, its vine-like stem is about three inches in 
diameter, covered with a rough greyish bark, like that of the 
a'ine. The daik-green leaa'es are oval in shipe, and are set 
opposite to each other. It is a tolerabl}' common plant in 
certain places, but it is verj' local, and among the abundance 
of herbage i.s not readily distinguish, able. It bears a round 
fruit, .shaped like an apple, and containing seeds imbedded in 
a very bitter pulp. 

The root of a very bitter taste ” is evidently the hyarri. 
or haiarri. a plant belonging to the genus 
chielly Used in poisiniiig tish. (,'>f this plant the following 
description is given by the Kev. J. H. Bern.iu, in his 
ih'i/ Ldhiiiirs in (j'tiifiiiii ; — 

"The haiani is a papilionaceous vine, hearing a sui.ill 
bluish cluster of blossoms. 2'i'odueiiig a jiod about two inches 
in length, contaiiung some small gre^' seeds. The root it.self 
i.s stronger in its effects than the vine, and is always preferred 
by the Indians. A soliil cubic foot of this root will jioison 
an acre of water, even in the rapids. In creeks and .standing 
water, its effects are still more extensive. ’ 

Whin used, the soft jellow roots are pounded with a 
stone or mallet and steejicd iu w.iter, which i.s then thrown 
into the I’iver. Heajis of the pounded roots arc often found 
on tlie stones on the river bank, sliowing that the fish h ive 
been latelv' j’oisuned. Tliej' aji^'ear to be .snu'etied bv’ tho 
poison, and tloat on the .surf.ice. wkn tluw are eitm r shot 
with ariows or .simjdv lifted out bj- h.uid. 

Xo injurious elTect on the llesh is jiroduced by the jinisuii. 
vhieli has been coiijectui-ed to jiaraltse the gill', and so to 
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kill the ti?li. or at least to render it sen-eless, by asphyxiation. 
Perhaps the jirralysing effeet of the AVourali mav be doe to 
the haiairi juice. 

In Air. b. B. Brown’s work on Guiana, there is an interest- 
ing account of this mode of tieli killing : — 

“■ I set out at an earlv hour one morning, with Ben. Eruiaa, 
and A'ackarawa, in a wood-skin, for a place wheie the Coweu- 
amon Indians weie going to pioUou a pool so as to obtain its 
tish. After almut two hours hard paddling tve arrived at a 
large cataract, called I'artoweire. and, taking our canoe into 
smooth water above, found the Indians, eleven in number, 
busily engaged in biMtiug buudle.s of a soft yellow root 
with sticks. These hauarie roots were each about two inches 
in diameter, and of a light yellow c.dour, containing a yellow 
creamy juice, having a disagree.ible raw smell. Each bundle 
wins about a foot in di.mieter and two feet in hngth. When 
thorouchlv pounded into pulp, they were thrown into canoes, 
in which a little water had been )>revi(in.sly placed, and then 
the juice was winng from them. The enclo.'ure to be acted 
upon was of an irieoul.tr sh.ipe, occnp>ying about two acres of 
rivi r. anil formed by dams of rock, built into the spaces be- 
tween ro( ky areas and .small islands. In building this the 
Indians hid left two l.irge gaps open, one being where the 
greatest bodv of water ran in, and th,' other where it flowed 
out. When w arrived they had closed these gaps with a 
wattle arrangement, so that all chan -es of esc ipe far the tisli 
were cut off. Three i-anoes, containing the juice of si.x bundles 
of haiarie, wen‘ then taken to the iijiper cud of tin- enclosure, 
and tile subtle poison di'chargcil from them. It was borne 
■lawn liv th ■ sli-lit ciirr, ut, and mingled r,i[ idly with the 
pure d.irk w.iter Alost of the Indians then got into the 
e luni-s ,\nd puslii- 1 out bows and .urows iu h.iiid into the 
middle of the eiielosure. whilst the leui liiider. with iiu' men 

also furnish il v tb rbe s.ioi,- wcipoi's, st 1 ep-an tic I'aeks 

•If the edae lu ten iniiiiites time numbers of sui.ill lish came 
111 the siirtaee .uid s-w-.i,u nne isil\ iibont, trying ta rise ;ibo\'e 
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'viitL'i' ■ tlien ^noii uere llo.itinjr uliout cjuite dt-aJ. After ;ui 
mtei'v.il of live more, a .-^in^L'le paeu r-liowed its back 

tin. and aKo tiied to raise its head above water. An instant 
more, and the wliole place .sw.iimed alive with large tish. pacn 
and cartabac. all .'tniggling and dapping at the surface or 
whirling round and round. Manv tried to force themselves 
out of the water up the sloping suiface of the rocks, and two 
were successful in this. d_\ing on the strand. From the 
excited manner in which th^y struggled, it .seemed to me as if 
tlie poison had an into.xicating ellect upon them. It might 
have been that the contact of the poison with their gills had 
I'roduecd a feeling of sutTocati -ui — hence their endeavours to 
escape from their native element. 

" It was a most e.xciting scene for a time, as the Indians 
shot arrow after arrow into tlie bewildei'til dying fish and 
hunted them ashore or into the cani e In about an liour tht- 
murderous work was ovir. ami l.'iO line pacii .md oartaliae 
were lying dead upon the locks around the jmid. the victims 
of Indian prowess and poison. ] Miring the whole priM-ecdings 
I stood on the rocks at the m^per end of the pool, and li.id a 
:in(' view of the scene, the tincst part of which was to .see tlio 
naked savage, in all hi.s glory, ilrawing hm bow with strongth 
and ease and letting lly lbs .irrows witli unerring aim.” 

Another plant, called Koiiaiiiie. is Used for the same pur- 
pose. It belongs to the t , 

I'he two bulbous plants ' w hiili sujiply the chit iiious matter 

I Cannot identify 

As to the red pepper, ants, and siiake-faiigs. 1 do not bolicve 
that they have any efl'ect in .strengthening the poi.son. Alien 
I'ightlv prepared, it has about the consistence of treacle, and 
possessp.s a fiMgiant and j'enetratiiig odour peculiarly its own 
Although so deadlv when it directly enti rs the blood, it is, 
like the poison of snakes, hai'inless when swallowed I have 
tasted some with w hich Waterton furnisbed me, and found it 
to be intensely bitter, with somewhat of a cpucssia like aroma, 
and that it.s taste was as uniipie as its smell. 
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Waterton not only .‘-ncceecled in procnrin," the manufactured 
poi.son, but al-.o the tv hole of the materials of which it i.s made. 
Unfi irtunately. the cance was capsized in the falls of the 
Essequibo river, the pu'ecious ptircel teas lost, and there was 
no .second oppjortiinlty of replacing it. As to the abandon- 
ment of the temporary hut after the Wuurali has been made, 
subsequent travellei.-' h.ive said that the hut i> not cnlv aban- 
doned, but burned to the ground, so a.s not to leave a trace of 
the mode Ity which the poison was pirepared. 

Wi:en [Tro'jloil ijt’.s ifitJvii). 

Y, 

\ -t.M I ]JtOSCO/\/f Sp.). 

\ .tw,tR,vc'iuis, — All those little I.urds are IManakins. '/.r. , 
and belong to the genus rij'iv. 
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i'iiE late Arthur ^ttricklaiul. uf whom Waterton speaks in 
such high praise as to say that " he had iimre orthodox orni- 
thology in his little linger than most of our mighty closet 
n.ituralist.s have in their entire carcass.” and tliat hi.s collec- 
tion of British birds was without a riv.il ; never would have 
his birds stuffed. kce[iintr the .skins in drawers. 

M.my years ago. tvhen he was shoeing me his cajllection, 
I rather wcnidered to tind th.it the skin.s Iiad only just enough 
Cotton wool in tliem to keep them slightly open, but soon found 
that he w.i.s right (Jould he have put them all under Water- 
ton s magic tinger.s he would have been glad enough thiit they 
should be sot up." but he wa.s too good a natur.ilist to entrust 
them to ordinary bird stull'ers. 

In the chapter added to the Wdfi'lerhvjs. and to be found on 
page 3.3.5, Waterton gives the tirst account of the art which he 
created, and even with tlio aid of those few jiage.s, any one 
with ordinary intellect, a thorough knowledge of the animal, 
and a fair aespiaiut.inee witli anatomy, e.-pecially that of the 
skeleton, would be able to jiroduce specimeii.s of t.i.xidermy 
f.ir superior to those which are crdiu.irily to be found in 
museum.s. But art must be pi-i>gressive. and as be .o.iiued ex- 
perience W aterton w .is perpetually discovering niipioi omiuits 
in taxidermy. Most of the.se imi.rovemeiits are gi\ i n in one 
or two portions of Ins /A.soys. the pnnci[i.il p.ni of which 
will presently be extracted. 
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we come to hid mode of preparing birds' eggs. When 
I was a boy, I used to be terribly anno3'ed to find that 
valuable egg.s, which had been obtained almost at the risk of 
mv life, were putrid, and swarming with maggots, owing to 
the deeav of the lining niembr.ine. Wateiton’s gradual im- 
provement in egg preservation was verv interesting, as 
showing the growth of the art. 

Of course, he introduced the .solution of corrosive sublimate, 
but he did so b\- .sucking it into the egg by a hole at one end, 
while the lips were applied to the other. iXow, he soon found 
that making a hole at the end of the egg spoiled its contour, 
and he then made the two holes at one side. Afterwards, he 
only emplo^-ed one rather large hole, and emptied the egg by 
shaking it in w.ttcr. 

I have found, however, that a sirgle small hole on the side 
will siitiice. • let a piece of ordinary glass tubing, about 
eighteen inches long, and not more than a quarter of an inch 
in diameter, heat it red-hot in a .spirit lamp or a gas flame, 
and then draw it out in the .sltape of an elongated hour-glass. 
Break it asunder, and you have a tube with a point about as 
l.u'ge as a darning needle, 

Xow break up the yolk of the egg with your needle, intro- 
duce the glass point, and you can .suck out the contents of the 
egg in the tube. Inject water once or twice so as to clean it 
comph'telv. and then, hy the.s.une means, introduce the poison. 

For .soft shell eggs like those of the sn.ike or turtle, the 
best plan is to empty them, poison them, fill them with sand, 

• ind let them di}', hanging them separated}' in pieces of neC or 
jiiUslin to keep them from flatteniiig. When ([uite dr_v, the 
■-aiid can be sh.iken out and the egg will ( ver afterwards re- 
tain its sh ijie. If th<‘ egg be " laird set,” the best plan is to cut 
out a siji.dl jiieee of the sliell. di'v it on a curved surf.ice, lest 
ii 'hould lose its .shapi-. and extr.ict tlie contents through the 
opening. When it is dr\'. the piece of shell cun be replaced 
with a little tliin piaper and di.iiiiond cement, and if ne.atly 
lone, till- iuiictaML will ~c.iTeelv be msible 
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TUere are aome ei;”a, notably thoao of the kiii^^daher, -ft-liieh 
alti r their ciilnur when eiiipty. The kingtialier's etr?, when 
freah, ia alinoat tuiiialncent, anj a beautiful roaV white, luit 
w hen blown, it becoiues a-; opaque and aa dead white as the eyg 
of a fowl. 1 hit upon a plan of reatorinp the colour which 
answered admirably, and very ear^y. Alix earinine powder 
with melted white w.cm. and make it much darker than the 
required hue. as the shell absorbs much of the colour. 

Empty ami poi.^rm the e^os as before, and "et the wa-x to 
boiling point. Heat the egg and gh.ss tube as mueh a» ther 
will bear, draw a few drop.s of the wax into the tube, blow it 
into the egg. and keep tuining the egg over and over in front 
of a tire until every part of it i- equally coloured. Remove it 
from the tire and continue to turn it until it i.s cohl, and the 
colour will then be so perfectly restored that if it be placed 
among a number of fresh eggs, the keenest eye will not bo able 
to distinguish it. If the egg he laid down before it is cold, 
the wax will run downwards and make the colour streaky 
instead of regular, 

Here is Watertou's account (>f the improvements which he 
made in taxidermy after he published the Wiiudtrinij.-s. 

" .riiose who preserve quadrupeds for cabinets of natur.il 
history seem not to he aware that, after the skin of the 
animal ha.s been taken olf. there is a neces.sity for 'Oine paits 
ot it to be ]iared down from within These prrts are chiclly 
the nose. the lips, and the soles of the feet, ITde.S' they he 
rendered thin iiy the operation of the knife, there will be no 
possibility of restoring to them that natural apjicar.iuce wlneh 
they were seen to possess in life. The inner skin of the ear,-, 
toil, must be -cp.iiMted frcim the outer one, until you come 
close to the extreme edge. Nothing -hurt of this opei.ition 
can save the c.ir from becoudne a deformity. 

'■ Everv bone in the 'kin. to the la-t joint of the ue, next 
the claw, uui-t be t.iken out. in order lo allow tlie oper.itor 
an oppoitunity of rc-toiiiig the -kin to its loni.er ju-t 
proportion. 


K K 
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••The moutli must be "eweJ up from the inside (the skin 
being inside out -when you sew it), beginning exactly in the 
front, and continuing the operation each way to the end of the 
gape. When the skin is taken out of the solution, it must be 
tilled cpdte full of chatf or saw dust (but I prefer chalt), not 
minding whether the fur be wet or dry. When this has been 
done, the skin has almost the apj^earance of an inflated hag, 
Cjuite deiicient in feature and in muscular appearance. 

“ There are now no obstacles either from without or from 
within, to impede the artist’s progress. The skin is perfectly 
free from all chance of putrefaction, is Cjuite supple, and will 
remain so as long as reijuired. There is no hard body inside 
to obstruct the tuinsit of a working iron; there is not any- 
thing in the -hape of wires to pre'^'ent him from lengthening 
or shortening the neck, body, thigh, and legs, according to his 
own judgments. 

“■ Xow we jirocoed to .support the skin in any attitude the 
artist may wish to place it in. 

■•Join two pieces of wood in the shape of a carpenter’ .s 
gimlet, and of size corresponding to the size of the animal. 
When you have nearly filled the abdomen with chatf. introduce 
this machine, and let the shank hang down outside of the 
skin, just as though it were a fifth leg in the centre of tlie body, 
ec^ui-distant from tbe fore and hind legs. This fifth leg. or 
what may be called the shank of the gimlet, is of any suffi- 
cient leii,cth. and is pa-sed through a hole in the table before 
you. and then fastened with a couple of wedges. By this 
eoutrivaiice vou c.in raise the animal a.s high us you wish, or 
you can lower it at your plea'Ure. and the feet will just touch 
the table, without reipiiring any wire inside to support them. 

'■ Everything i.s now ready for the arti-t to exercise his 

abilities. 

“ Nf'ith a 2'iece of iron, from the size of a large d.irning 
needle to that of a ramrod lor larger and thicker still, if the 
bulk ot tlie aiilm.d lequire in, and shaped at one end like a 
ea.i peniej-'s pricker, he will push out evn v pai't of the skin 
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i.vkieli ouglit to be pU'bed out. und liien leduce witb t!ie end of 
hi.i tiiitrer any part that may be too proiiiiiieiit . having al- 
ready iij;ide divers small hole' in the skin \v;ih his penknife, 
in oreler to aftord entrance to the everk'r.o in n. Thus, a small 
hole on the top of the he.nl will eu ihle him to reach the nose, 
upper lip. and cheeks ; another behind the icot of each ear ; 
another under the j.iw.s : (athcrs;. again, on the back, that he 
may reach the legs, and the remaining jjurt.s of the bijdv. 
1 nder each foot there will also be a hole, to give him the op- 
portunity of getting at the toC'. The lips are by far themo.st 
ditllcult part to manage. The oj er.itor lar.'t h.ive a working 
iron in both hands. One of th- 'e v.ill clothe work within the 
head, and the other that without, for the lip.? reijuiie to be 
reformed with a beautiful rotundity, and tliis cvai only be 
effected by means of the inner and the outer iron.' working in 
opposite directions. During the actu.il oper.ition. the animal 
need not be kept in its original pio.'nien. A .smaller animal 
may bo placed on the ojierator's lap. the largi r may be thrown 
on the ground, or on the table. Dvery day theno.se. and lip.', 
and orbit', ouglit to be touched with the <-.il and tur]>eiitiue, in 
order to keep them moist. At llr't. .ifter )ou have used the 
working iron in every quarter where it is reejuired, there will 
be no nppcaraucc of a re-fi rmatic'n of the fo.iture.'. Xever- 
theless. in the clue course of time, us the skin stiffens, the 
artist cvill .'( o the features gr.idu.ibv appec.r ; and everv d.-iy he 
will be more and more content with hi' w oik. At la't, the 
.skin will retain the slighte.'t impression commanicatecl to 
it by the tench of the tvorking iion. Then the arti.st will 
have it fullv in his power to reproduce wrinkle.s, or warts, or 
hollows, or a .smootli suiface. ju.'t a.s occasion may rcspiire. 

“ The fur will be equally under hi.s command. He will 
raise it, or clepre'.s it. according to circum.stanee.s, and it will 
retain the position ever after. Thu.s a .stuffed cat in auger 
will exhibit a tail of tlio .same extraordinary ludk which it 
does when a dog thicMteiis its existence. 

As there are pait' of a (piadriq ed’s skin which are boui.d 
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down, ns it were, to tlie bone (.rt the eye.s for example), it will 
be nece'-arv to pa^s a thread, avith a suiiicieiit knot at one 
end, throiij;h these p.irts, and to let the end without a knot 
hang loose after it has been drawn out at the oppo-site quarter. 
Thus, there must he a thread in the extremitie.s at the gape of 
the mouth, and one at the corners of the ej'es ; and others in 
diftoivnt parts of the body, according to the operator^ judg- 
ment. By pulling these at the end which hangs out. he will 
lie enabled to depress the part.s into their natitral shape. 

"The artificial eye.s must he put in on the first day of the 
oprration. and taken cut and put back again every time the 
head of the speehnen is modelled. 

"When all is coiiipleted, aiid tlie skin has become perfectly 
dry, the artist t.ikes out the ehati or saw-dust, and he finds 
that tho .spi’eimen is rpdte firm enough to stand without any 
support from wire.s. He cuts three .sides of a square hole 
under the feet, to b i out the cli.di. and wlien this is done, he 
reTurn.s the .skin to its plaee. 

"A slit must b.- ni.ide in the crowu of the head, or under 
the jaws, to allow him to tit the aititicial eye.s with a little 
putty or w.tx 'I'he slit, if properly done, will leave no mark 
on the fur, 

'■ If the quadruped be .stutled in distant countrie.s, with an 
intention to be sent home, it ni.ay be cut ujs, when finished, 
into three or four dilTereiit pieces, and this will facilitate the 
earriagp, When dividing it. the operator ninst take care to 
hold hi' knife so as to Imitiour the angle which the fur forms 
V. itli tlie skm. Thus, were I to cut a preserved skin in two 
parts tlie hl.ide of inv knife would point to the liead. and the 
haft to the tail of tlie animal. By attention to this, not a 
bait of ilio fur will be cut during the opei'.itiun. 

■■ ] will iust .idd here (although it be a digression), that 
ili-i'o is no dilbeultv in making the legs and feet of e.igles, 
turkeys, and other large birds, retain their natural size. 
You mat" go throirah eyei-y known luuseuiii, and you will find 
that the legs of these, and of all l.irge birds, are dried and 
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shrivellfd, a.> tlioii2fli tlip}- bfl.m^ed to the mummies of 
ancient days. In order to irive the legs of birds a natural 
apjiearaneo, and a natural size, the skin from tlie very cdatvs 
to the top of the leg mii^t be se2jarated from the bone bv 
running a ■working-iron betwixt it and the bone, and thei\ 
modelling the skin with the working iron. 

‘■The wattle^ of fowl, the caruncles of turkevs, and the 
comb.s of cocks, by tlie simple jiroce-.s of internal modelling', 
may be made to retain their n.itural size.” 



All inijilovenient'' .u'c g.dned Iw experience ,tnd. w tu i, 
1 lir.st knew Waterlou. lie bad ab.mib.m-d the box of cot 
toll wool, ami einj'loycd a f.n' -'Uj'H'ioi nmdo of living hi- 
subject 

Inste.id of a box. he ii.ul ni.iJe a simpie iraiimw ork, as kero 
shown. l)uth Clubs being open anil tlieu[ipcr part jaojeeting 
considerabl V Tlii.s wa.s bored full of liolc' at irrogid.ir inter 



Vdl'. AO tli-a an uprl^lit rod might be in~ertoil into any of 
them. An ordinary wine cork w;m boi'ed and pas.sed over the 
rod, so as to slide rather stilHy up and down. A stout pin was 
stuck into the cork, a piece of twine tied to it. and the simple 
apparatus was complete. 

The sketch was taken while Waterton was preparing a phea- 
sant. A large lump of was i.s pressed on the beak and from 
it projects a sharp needle point, which can be thrust into the 
cork. It will be .seen th.at the bird can be thus supported in 
any position, and the wings raised or clepre.s.sed at pleasure. 
For convenience sake. W'aterton usually placed his bird-stand 
on a little oak table, which he called "Peggy,” and w'hich 
could be turned about so as to enable him to reach every 
part of the bird. The piece of twine attached to the pin 
was used for giving the proper position of the head, the twine 
being hitched into notches cut in the side of the stand. 

On such a .-tand I have prep.ircd birds in the act of stand- 
ing, flying, swimming or feeding, and found it to be in- 
valuable. It also answers well for the smaller animaP, but 
the larger kinds must neee.ssarily have stands of corre.sjiond- 
ing size. 

I found it better to wash all birds and animals in .soft, warm 
water and .soap, then rin.■^e them thoroughly, and then, if birds, 
soak them in the poison. I u.sed generally to dry them by 
tying a piece of .strong tape to their logs and swinging them 
backwards and fonvard.s, so that not even the mo.st delicate 
ilown was matti'd. It wa.s wonderful to see how beautifully 
their colours came out after the wa.shing. 

It i- better to make absolutely 'Ure of the various part^ 
of the .skin to be noted, such the pm.^ition of the joints, Wo. 

very .simple way of doing so is by tixing the animal in the 
rerjuired attitude before skinning it, and pa.ssing a fine wliito 
thread tbrougb the .skin at the ditlerent jioint.s, letting the 
ends hang down. They will come out easily when the opera- 
tion i.s completed. IMeasuiemcnts. and if possible, a sketch 
to scale shfuild be taken, so as to guard against the UsUal 
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eiror of making tlie bodv too long, legs unequal, and, if a 
bird, the Aviiig-, too t\ide a2>art or too clo.'^e together. 

iXow for the poison. 

C'orro.■^ive .^uLlimate not ea.'V to jirocure, and the shorte'^t 
tfay is to get an order from a medical man to purchase a 
pound or two at Apothecaries' Hall. Chemist.s mav not sell 
it without such an order. Being very difficult to dissolve, it 
must be reduced to an aluio.st impalpable p-owder. It is 
better to have this done by a chemist, as the jiowder is apt to 
fly about and is very dangerous. 

Alcohol, even when methylated, is rather costly. XYaterton 
suggested to me to try water instead of spirit, I did so. ami 
found it answer for all kinds of fur and most kinds of feathers. 
But, owing to the closenes.s of the plumage of water-birds, 
spirit is absolutely neces.sary for them, and they must not 
only be thoroughly steeped, but continually turned and the 
feathers repeatedly raised and pre.s.sed. As long as a .single 
bubble of air is left amc>iig the feathers, there vill be a spot 
which the poison has not reached, and which the moth fii- 
mite is sure to find out. 

Take great care not to clip the bands in the solution. 
Should there be a scratch on them, they will suffer intense 
pain for a long while, and tlie n.ails will alway.s be stained a 
deep brown vhith cannot be removed but by the gradual 
growth of a new nail. Good India-rubber glove.s are very 
useful. 

The right strength of the poi.-on is of very great import- 
ance, and can l)e secured bv 'VVaterton's jil.-in of making it too 
strong at first, and then adding .sjiirit until it leaves no white 
deposit on a black fealber which has lueii di2>pi d in it and 
dried. 

Bor moths and butterflies, .spirit i.s also necessary, as wati i- 
glides off their scale covered wing.s, leaving no j.oison behind 
it. They should, when "set." be dip]ied in the sdlution. and 
placed to dry just inside the wdiidow. w ith their heads intvaials. 
so that a draught of air sh.dl blow up the hairs down with 
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wliicli niaiiv :ire adorned, and wliich will lie matted together 
if tills precaution be nut taken. A pair of small bellows 
will be found very useful, especially if tbe nozzle be kept 
heated with a spirit lamp. A drop of the 'olutioii is sure to 
form at the end of the winm and should be lemoveJ with 
blotting paper, as it is apt to bend the tij) downwards and 
spoil the .shape. 

Largedjodied moths should have the abdomen removed, 
the contents extracted through the wound, the inside painted 
with poison, and stuffed with cotton-wool. When body and 
abdomen are both dry, tliey can be joined bj’ diamond cement. 
>'ot a trace of the junction will be visible. The insect will 
nut onlv be impervious to niite.s. but it will always jrreserve 
ITS shape, and it will never be subject to ••giv.ise, ' that 

terror of all entomologists. 

Kyes will be found exceedingly trouble-nme. and the 
verv creatost fare is needctl. especially in the luanagemont 
of tlie 'kin at tlte comers. Always lot it be remembered 
that eyc' in life never start spheric.illy out of circular sockets, 
('are mii-t 1)=' taken to litve the eyes of the right colour. 
.Most eye*' can procured from the shops, but there are 
some, notably tliosc of the toad' and snakes^ which must bo 
made liy tb ■ upci’ator. T'he btwt plan is Imvc a number of 
little hollow glass globe', like those used for dollV eyes. 
I’aint them <»,/ tin in^nh-. till them witli melted wax, push a 
piec? of iron wire into tlie wax. ami they will answer ad 
mirably. giving a life like aspect which can never be obtained 
by the glass eyes of the shops. 

I'vMi guhl.-n ma.xims for the tuUouei-s uf Waieri' n, are, 
iii'Ver be discour.iged ; .seeund, never be in a hurry. 

■J'here is jiecd b>r them b.)th. e'[iecially the former. 
Xothimr can be mm-e discoiuMging to a beeiimer than tlie look 
of a bird m-w ly skinned, and parti}' tilled with eotteii-wool . 
It is mrire like a Inindle of mi.scidlaneous fe.itluu's than a bird 
riie upper and lower beaks are ijuite iudeiieiiclent of each 
other, the neck look' like :t saus.tge. the wines are turned 
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in dill'erent liueetions. and the logs and tail dangle about 
holj^des^ly. yo vO'tigo of an attitude can be neen. and 
the operator feels very much inclined to give it up) in 
<le'p)air. 

Day after day he works at it according ti) instructions, and 
seems to make no p'.rogress rvliatever. Presently, liovrever. he 
is encouraged by tinding tliut tlie skin Viegins to re'p)ond to 
his touch, and before very long, it becomes as jda^tic as clay 
in the h.aiiils (jf tlie seulpitor. 

Xow comes tlie time for the second maxim. The skin, as 
Dickens's butcLer said of Ids meat. ■■ mu.st be limnoured, not 
drove," and if any attemp.t is made at hurrying, it will he 
tot, illy- .spniled. 

XV.iterton's deliberation vhile [.feparing a bird or animal 
was almost esasperatinc:. Ho would give it a touch here and 
a t'.aich there, smooth down .i starting feather with the in.stru- 
inent wliicli he mostly used, a hlow-gim arrow froui which 
the pioisou had been removed : or. he would slightly alter the 
pn.se of the lio.id. or mould afre.-li a juece of .'kin whicli was 
begimiiiig to shrivel. He tints keptt every ft.ither and hair 
under command, and putt in touch after touch to the skin ju't 
as a piainter does to his canvas. The lesult wa.s absolute 
[lerfectinii, but the moans apipioarcd strangelv iiiadeipuate. 

Mo one could pu-opare a liummiiig-bird like W'atertnu. 
Except in lils collet lion, it is next to iiupiossible to find a 
stulTed humming-bird in wliicli the glittering gorget i.s not 
di.stigured bv little d.irk sp>ots. Each such spmt shows tiuir 
a feather is mis.siiig, 

y nw AVateitnu found tliat such mis-iug fe.itliers had 
rarelv been patllcd out of tlieir sockets and lo't. but ii.iJ 
been dr.igaed under the other fe.itbcrs by tbo contraction 
of the skill. He alw.tv.s se.ii'cl.ed for tiiem. fouiul tiieni, 
drew them front thoir coiu-caluieiit aiul l.iid tlsin in their 
pilace.s. So, the lireasts of Ids liuiiinuug-bifils simpdy bl.ized 
witli gold, ruliy. azure, or eiiieraliL .iccorditig t" their 'pecies. 
11' thev did in life. 
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The same patient care enabled him to give to all feathers 
aud furs the "tlow” which they pusse.ssed in life, and which 
no method except liis own Ims been able to restore. 

YiVaterton also found that two pieces of skin if properly 
moulded together while wet. would adhere to each other firmly, 
and that a little fine glue would cause them to unite as one 
piece. It was through the knowledge of this fact that he was 
able to product' the ludicrous combinations of different crea- 
tures 'which he plaCrd in his museum and ticketed with all 
kinds of cptaint n.imes. 

There was fur example. " iXoctifer,’’ or the Spirit of Xight. 
ui.a Je of portions of a bittern and an eagle owl, both nocturnal 
birds. 

Then he had an absurd group of John Bull surrounded by 
ditficultie'. John Bull was a tortoi.se with the head of an 



exceedingly stout hut cxceedinglv worried man. He was sup- 
porting the eight hundred millions of national debt, to which 
such frerptent reference is maile both in the Wtui'lerin^/s 
and E.ssay^^. Clinging to hi.s back, and driving its claws 
into him. is perched " lYiabolus bellicosus,'’ a .sort of grin- 
ning lizard all over .abnonmil spikes and horns. Before him 
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L'o -s *■ Dial) ilu< ami litio^us.' with out -.pread wings. ''Dia- 
bdlus illiiJons ' is guiding lum on lii' patli, and •’ Diabnlus 
c.vruleu.s.'’ with it.s oppii mouth and shavp teethe is bringing 
up the rear. 

The mn.seum was full of these taxiderinal joke.s. and not 
long befoi'e his death I procured for him a quantity of the 
exuvi.e of the serpents in th > Zool.)gical flardens, .so that he 
might work them into new eoinbinations. Whether he did 
so I do not know. 

least of the exeellenees of his system was the porta- 
bility of the objects pivjiared by it. We know how heavy i.s 



even a .stuffed dog of ordinary .size, with all it.s internal para- 
phernalia of iron bars, wood, tow. wc. But Waterton’s 
specimens are ab.solutelv empty, the .skin depending wholly on 
itself for siippoit, and being as light and elastic as thin 
horn. 

iMoreover, his plan of cutting the prepared .skins to pieces 
which could be packed within a .small compass, reduced their 
volume as well as weight Tlicy cotdd be taken to picce.s 
and put together again in a few minutes, without slmving 
tlie le.ist .sign of a junction. Such, for example, is tlie sjieci- 
men here given. Xo one would ever sU'pect that it was not 
an unbroken skin, so admirably has it been prepared, and so 
perfeetlv ais' the junctions conce.iled by the fur. 

Al.-irveihtus, however, as were A\atertons aehituuuuiuits in 
t.axidermv. there was one problem v hicli be never sui-i-eeded 
in Slaving, iianielv, how to pn'veet Hire -kui ti'om 'uriiiiio 



510 


TAXIDEIiMY. 


black. lie coulil model the foim of a hand, a lip, or an ear, 
to the minuteat wrinkle, but, do what he would, the skin 
alway.s turned black. It is much the .same with insect', such 
as dragon dies, the colour of which depends on living tissues 
under the skin, lie .suggested that the body might be taken 
to pieces, cleaned, painted on the inside, and put together 
again. 1 tried thi.s plan, aud it answered very well as far as 
the abdomen went, but utterly faded in the thorax and head, 
which persisted in turning black, i’or the solution of this 
and other problems in taxidermy, we want another IVaterton. 
Where .shall we find him i 



1 X D E X 


A 

ABoRK.ixr.s, >;i. 

Auiiari, 11s. -235, 333. 

A(.ciili.nt lit Dover, 20’. 

Mount Coni'. 2^. 
Fatal, SI. 

on IMlux-. 2i;. 

to foot, 213. 
vith oun, 30. 
with l.uliloi'. 31. 

Aooiui. 104. 3o4. 

Tooth of, l:;.3. 

Aoow.iye. 237. 477. 

Ai uevo. 13:3, 354. 

-Vilvontuio nojr lloiao. 2.3 
on Uiinooo, 15. 
vitli Lah.iii'i. 15. 

.Kta, 120, 121, 35.5. 

A'lai'i: i'ii'!pn,'a. 4i’0. 

Agito, Tortian, l.'o. 

Ai, 140, 35( , 470. 

Ai killed hy IVoui.ili, 1 11 
.411iit ovo, 150, .3.57. 

Alligator. 120, 357. 

Ainoiioaii hours. 222, 2&2. 303. 
Aiiaronila, :!' 0 . 

Auhiiiya', 2o3, 200, 357. 

Anoli'. ,‘ls5. 

AiioJlus hiilhir:<, :’.S5 
Ants, 120, 222. 05'. 

111. ok, 35.'. 

Con'liie, 22'. 35'. 

Xo't' of, 121. 

Sin, ill ifd. 

IVoo.l, o-;. 

Aut-hoars, 03. 223. 2-11. 2'10. 30], 

I-.n-yo, 0,".. 001 


Ant-h.'ar, small. 03, ,333, 
.Aiit-hirds. 304. 

.Vntidotcs to IVourali, 14:3. 
Antigua. 310. 

Apes, fhirlary. ]0. 

ot < lihrall.ii, 0. 
Aiiouia-pour.i. 112. 

.A] 'ion, liuli.m, 23^. 30 4 
.Aipiiio, 354, 

Aias 11:3. 121, 1.50, lOO. 305. 
.1/1/ (i/’o/ o 0,/,/, 30,5, 

Ar.i lunnminn-hiul, 17S. 423. 
Am. S, .iilcl, 111, 12:'., 

310, .30.5. 

/ I' Jil- tl'l'* oV*. 

' 'll 

J>'i/iy-iii'i^(Ci\ 4'iU. 

l2n, 

AviiukIiIIo, '.‘.j, 231, 3***). 

Aniotto, 41.*; 

Avowa* k-s. ‘J.’.r, 477. 

Airow rcf-il, 372. 

Aiiuw.", 137, 240, .VM. 

^l^lu 
II-.,:. ;;7'>. 

371, 

E ii’pn. 371 . 

1 

Aii>'Ui-"->t, 111’, ”j72. 

^// !' ill' ! ii'i r M A' '"•! ' I' I'j's .,45 

A-h, -I- '■ i\ ■ il. .1 

^ 'I ' '< ■. 1 j . 

, / s'/ 1 ’ / D.J 1 . 

I' './ I 11,11' '■/. 411. 

Aiiia Viiiii.i. 4^1, 

.t'"'- 4-". 

A'.\ 11 I * •!. ' i', .‘72. 



ol:3 


fXI’EX. 


15aI ''AM-CATIYI, 117. 

]>,nii^iO(>, iiTo. 

Jj n I'll il'^ > '/j 

Hau.uia, 37’1. 
licHik'., Sir 214. 

iiarbdtl' It-". -il-J. 

Ball MI V A|i--. Ik. 

Bats. 

Saki, S7 4. 
in‘*Ji]v(.'y, 074 

Btr-r-ilf, Bhiu>j>-er'>", 40*1. 

Bt-ll-lih'L >74. 

I'i-, 117, 2*35, 074. 

bil-ni, 4i4. 

Bill Ilf Tr.a- ail, l‘^2. 

BltM.II U'JIY Ui: WAillUl’iaX, 1. 
BiriVstvir--, pia|>anijg, 4:'S. 

B)iiiK nt l>i'in' raia, ',*4, 177. 
Birtl-"tulliug. 214, 035, 41*7. 
Bii'tBviUf', lOo. 

Jiisa. ■J74, 

Bittvin. 11*7. 

"/'• ni'iiii, 445. 

Blat-kliir'l". 1*.'1‘. 

Blai k-Breasted Plovcr, 457. 

BLu k iV 4'4, 

Blaek Vomit’ in Spain, 11. 

BlnW'pipe, 113, lOO, 074. 

Ario\s^ ul. OOO. 

Blue H(.ron, l'.»7, 420, 

Bo i (. i-iiAu* toi, 2-*,l. 

Jlnii ! ntj" I'lif'.ir, 4'’0. 

Boat-Bill, l'c'7, 07c>, 4‘'*1. 
BitB-n-Iink, 4sl, 

Jj'n.l‘>ia. 130. 0< 3. 
bi'i" I iiiiu'"'! t»'lB's, 177, 07<. 
il"' , 0!*5, 

Bi-iiito, 150, .277. 

B)oui.uh, l''I. 077, 477. 

B'AV", io7. 24‘>. 

Bx-x-tiutoi"'’. 47.'» 

]>l'lli]i iHil'S ,III 074. 

Bi'iiJ.ip.i. .h,h,. 472. 

// ii'ih 47'*. 

Bio.i'lwav. 0"0. 

n.ihl.t.,, 433 . 

IB ion. 42K 
M’ likav. p 4.1 
Biitlf!.< j'.il 

B.iiB u- . !"■>. :77 
B>'-.ro-k- 4.- 1 


Buriit-li, 377 

Biisli-iiui'.it-i. L>3, 37S, 0D3. 
Biisk-iope, l.*l, 92. 103, 073. 
Bu//ar.l, Turki -y, 4'?5, 

(, . 

(.’aiuia'.i:-! u! L. 101, 37!*. 

Ciiii’iiL'i iiiO'<' ft i^'i, 44U 

■n o/ //'.-/ o’' ' as, 4-lj 
B'diuoucli, 95. oSk. 

< ■.tnnUiiii, IB. 11*5. 

B'diiipan^io, 97. l.sO, 232. Oso. 

< diid'Iidi.'. 293 

B'f ti'.f '•ni.'i < 'h!' , '‘yJli'.'J'’ , 4k1. 

B'auoe. 120, 

< ’diivu" awniu". 372 
B'doutrh.juc-, 425. 

B'a[uvi. 3S1. 

!' ul il.il'dif >' ‘i> , 4t^4, 

ft'iif.Kti'.nis, 454. 

Ca^.rtuuihj,.^, 111.233, 3S1, 413. 
C'.iptuio ot CdviiidU, 272. 
kkua'-ara. 231, 3S1. 

(.'tifiiiiii (jii "' !>• ii'ii'', 400. 

B’dulinal Bii’tl. 415. 

(Jn i\h ,1'lhs 415. 

<-'aiil)S, 2-J7. 477 
V'fi'tco ^Hiji'i"", 445. 

Ciui.iyi* ]*<mil, 77 

B'ditalidt., 03!*. 

f.'ni'dixfii' fo.iifiifo'^ilid^ 43'S. 

Bn ! Ifi<li}i •iHil'i n ! ilnU'tli‘1'^^ 300. 
B’asbdYa, Oil. 

Bitter, 207, 

Swvat, 207. 

B’a«;'ar.-ep, 3>2. 

( 'a"."ii pli IsS^ 0s3. 

C'a-stoi-oik 2l3, 0?‘j. 

<_ d'>triO", 010. 

( 'titini, /s/' V iii'ra, 4' 4. 

< ’.It", 4^. 

(’a\» niie, 1 70 . 

C’dMiuii, IT, 93, 232, 234, 270, 
0S4. 

B>dt k of, 27*B 
B' iptuio <4, 272 . 

Book, 27K. 0^.7, 

Noi"f f'B 234. 

of, 273 . 

3'. /,, 7'/, 11.', 

- h’ list,' > •<, 4.'| 7 

< !' •! ■n! •• • 111 ^ } .‘ 1 J 



T\r»T:x. 


(.'Inraeleon, itfj. 

'iiiii'i^ 3>4. 

ClC'J i'"'^ I'l >' '< >< 'll iji' t ' 1,1 uf d 4.> < . 
Vu'd- ,!.• I I'll),. 457. 

442. 

22.(', .3S5. 

Chiblhona. 5. 

CiLadas. 401. 
riiiiianiori, 170, 172. 390. 

C ! n i\ii ni.'i n ii uX Z‘ iihi a>\ d y S90. 
Cil'oU ili.ili. 47". 

C\ifii'.hi. 47.". 

C''^7/V'^ !< H I'dvfld uK 44 >. 

hut j/lH nX. 430. 

( liinut-:- of Isew Yo’k. 30.> 

(.'Luck of Sir T]i'’aiia'! 3foi'-, 2. 
Cloyp-troe, 17“. 172, 090. 

C'^/s/f/ 400, 

392. 

C'l'j'iifjiis .A'ii\''i'l''''''tXii^y 401. 
f.'ii'jua-nut, 194, 39". 

C'.a-koftio.^ Iluek. 110, 172, O'lO. 392. 

C"<''X^ ii , 0l.*0. 

Ci>. 'mil'll as' li'I'.'ify 402. 

O'oL-iidoo. 4"7. 

t'li'^'tC'i .Ai''iln'' 3lO?). 

C'uii0e-nL‘l.•^. S'J, 090. 

Collared TLOcarv. 449. 

C'.iilU/'ii>' S'ihfifii//(Sy 4.11, 

Coixcoh'i'his hof'.itCi, 400, 

Cnnt, 203. 

Couter, 475. 

Copaiba, SSL 

t'dia ijn'd in'h' 'Thu'n. 4ol. 

Ci’j^id iJi.i'O Oul. 

Copal, 90, 394. 

Ccral siKiko, 90, 394. 

Covvo'iive bulilniiate, 34" 
('ory]>lu'np, 404. 

C<n'il[ih‘ 10' ktlil’Ui'i'i- 4‘4. 

Tottnii, 101. 000. 

botinuM''. 1.70. 179. 3'4, 
romjiaib'ur, 179. -'’‘4. 
rnrpla-br. 17** 

179, 3'-l. 

Scarkt, 179 
ij..fii}i^ii cmii'n.id. 394, 
j^Hj m pd iji III I'O y 09 4. 

Cotton-troa. 39.7. 

(OmauacMUi hi, 90, 129. 132. .39S 
C(ajcuUiito, 121. 120, 134, i9:‘. 
Couguar, 207, 399. 


Coiilai' inara, 249, 27i.'>. 4oo. 
C‘-'Uia'hi-tri'L*, 94 , 4 >at, 

CoU'Lie aut, 22 
Crab. 013. 

Ci'ibicr, 94. 2o.3, 4’'1, 

( rabwoo'l, lO.j. 

Craii'-^, 2"3. 

C'/‘a aA/'Oy/'. 400. 

Cii'-kits. 1*3^ 4ii’. 

Cui-koo^ 313, 4ol, 

C'K'Tijo, 4oO. 

<‘uu. 1>7, 400 . 

C V i ni' ' >{,!> hj i' 440. 
j! I ■ !' 44". 

CiilvHiiu l'>uu<l III !ak'‘, 4 7. 

Cuilal. 12! 

Callows. 2' -3. 

Ciulc’v. r;i-i.k, 121. 

."unler. 94, 121, 17t‘>. 2o?.. 4"1. 

Cuni- uiu, ■■9'<. 

Cii'-uau-hoU'a 2S1. 

( irl i->< Of >[,>1 iicte, 92. 

( 11X10, 074. 

i ' :iil !' 427. 

'.■■rlii[,'i>'i o.-l'H ‘o '//•., .l'>3 

\K 

Dapdv QrAsiir, 2.'3, 

1 Mia, l>o. 
li.irt»-r, 0,74. 

fidxii^if.-it f't n.'r V 'h , 3.74. 

J fii'yiijiii'^ s- ' 

])-ai.hof Wjt*." ron, 

|M.‘r, 92 , 121 . 4 '> 2 . 
iMuifiaM, 170 
U:t'n\ 4 42. 

Vova-a- to, 13. 

]l. |•|•fllnll'^ ,■^^.ll,l■|f '■>, J !7. 

1 i'!>t '0 2 

J i’. I Ill'll.' 1 Ih'ih, Ol-O i '2. 

J> ■' 447 . 

Ill'll, 1^7. 

J >i t a’l'I la II" 21", 

I'.I > w.. !;' 4 . 

Jt . 1. 

1 > 1 "^ < iii'a. lO-'] iMiV- ' 

C'lVn-. 171. 

J‘'.a. i X! 'aril \7' 'T O' 

1 " 2 . 

I'i ( 01 . I’l !. 1 10 . 
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/ - - ■ . r--. i^! 

1 -'ll. 

I'U -< 4nk 

i >11 r;'. ■. 4}:'>. 

lUi' iv. Mu- '>vv, 1-1, li'7, 41". 
Ma.k, 44'J. 

i iiii.i'iU.i’a, 'i"!. I01-. 

-butV t.ui s-l-'-.i'.iiwii', '-ISl. 


r. 

JMutf-. 2"2, r."2. 4-'a. 
l.tal-u vrur> -h'—L-i, i m. 
L’.juy. t' I. 4 '4. 

; 4 . 't'M'*. I’l, 

1 '[111 24'' 

h- -r. 'Ui. 141. 17". 4 'M 

;•/ } ,-j. 

J.: bui -1 .. 14'. 4t4. 
l.iu'ii Ii.-li, 2.'7. 

j -- ,■<-•/ I 

! t]-' iV"ni >{' "li, 12 

]'"-i ‘ j 111 11 >. r,i ii- ut, 11", -II. 
]', '<t‘i ‘ts nl'l !' I 

!'\i'! AN \ IMIIV iM*J 2* } 

} , /'/<'•' ^ ii s 1 1 )/ 1 / ' / /I 41", 

FuK’-'. o4r>, ^"v. 


r w r r-r < ''r\-rnv. i-j" 

K,'! 'Ui-. 4 '4 

! i'-.-' i-'.v-, .:4:>, o'j'i. 

] .I'l-. ii 4, r -4. 

1 .... 11". 477 

F'-Vi_i ,1- ].' • r.!, Vi • >'v. _ ' ‘ 

S',.’. .T. i.kot, 4M. 
u, 44.7. 

1 1 ■ 's’.' ...z, 14 1. 

I 1 J. V7;,il. ;m., ‘»i. 1'.}, J. 

! ,1 'll, lit- i-'i , ,i'l. il. 1 f -i-'il. 

I 111 ;‘iv, 117, 1' *1 

T'K-i Ji'l l.M.V, ^7. 

I'l'ii, l"j. 


I'.Mi. FIviii 4. 1-7-;. 4 Mi. 

Fi-U ai'iow, 

Flaminiao, y4, 170, 4"3, 407. 
riv, 111*. 

Suu.l, OS, 117, 407. 

Flvhiu" Fi-h, l."'l, 41". 

Fuii'-t oil Faiik^ of Dfiii'M'.iia, S 
Fort St, Joachim, 124. 

ForuTU JortiNi-V. *250. 

FowN, M.ih'v, 4^2. 

Fi.x. 03, 414. 

Fov, >avami.i!i, 412. 
Fiv-h-waror Turtle. 4S2. 

Frigate P»-li( an, loS. 17i\ 411. 
Fi.c-, 07. 204.01-2 
Fungus, Tree's kiikd hy. a 2. 


M. 

(/ il‘i'a hiirh'i . 40". 
(4.il!v-iiipt'»'r, 44". 

1.7 F 

<>at?U'a;, . 40, 
fhiul'iln. Fj: V, 440. 

V\'{iiti‘, 4"0. 

2"0. 

<ii,n,iil 440. 

( ’■ oig 24", 47-3. 

<\\m IhU.i, 304. 

< "iu'altar ape-, 0. 

<0.at, 04. 

(.O.irMuk.'i's, 97, 197, 202. 264, 
410. 

< JoO.-.i‘ioni'‘h". 170. 

< to r.aOv, 0 k 

, ;0 8. 004. 

t I’lf. i' lit, 

ii-h.<"F 0". l"7, 41 1. 

< (;,;uMin. 44". 

(hiMi. iV. ailM. 017, 41.7, 10 
(.iiilto, u7. 

( Iil.'tii fioupc. Oil . 

<!u(Ui, 0‘1, 2'’7, 41.7. 4i,7. 

2sc-t of, 4 "7 
Fin. >1,1 .11-, o07, 177. 

(iiia^.i, I'l tfiiiiieO, 41 8. 

Water, 41 S. 

Wild, 1^", 417. 

Fiill'^, 174, 17^, 4"‘: 
f r 1,1 sio r}iif I'iii ,/ (ii, 372. 
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IE 

ilAEirATlON^, Tnduij, I'-I. 

Hai k^'A. ('ll. 41';, 
lldLirii, 41^^, 491, 

}. 4"4. 

llaniinoijk, 4Lk 
Hanna'iii' li, <.i7, 9^ 2''1. 411.». 
TI.(\\k^ '2U'2, 2.", 7. 

Hawtlioiii r»7. 

Havawu, 9(k 10'*. Ill, *215. 42'*. 

If- h'is •:>>! iij'-Z'ff, 471. 

iieioji', 40. 420. 

}ku(‘. 107. 420. 

Ei'uwii, 42i‘. 

Hia-kia Parrot, lOo, 420. 447, 
Iliawa, Ooj. 

Hills, 111. 

Kicia, 170, 1^0. 420. 

Ifooco, 2'*1. 42>*. 

Ho:^ anviAv, .3 To. 

'WiM, 02, 101, lOk 4 j.'. 417. 
Hoily-ti‘Lt;s. .07. 

Hook, Cayman, 27", -?>53 

H'li'ii-'il 2o2, 

Hotola in Xow Yolk*. I'.i.l. 
iion-i-*, of, 0.'). 

Hi»iiT"Ii. 07 . 111. HO, 4*2". 

Howlor Monkey, 9*2, 97, ’l-'-O, ;-)-2. 

421. 4il. 

HuiUia, o^0, 

), 474. 

Huniniing'kiKU. 04, lOi;. 177. 112. 
3*21. 

2aa, ITS, 421. 

Xo-ts, 321. 

Plur'', ImUan, Id. 
lUani, 4:'i, 

Hyaw.a, o7/3. 

If li Uk' ll'l ' ! (.’'Ill ih'l ! , 4o‘k 4*’>1. 

I. 

liaiani'U, 423. 

/fiis 4"-. 

Ihisj KiVoi, 4"2. 

^Lark't, 40I. 

If'i'fiijii' ■}'Z. 

l.^uaiia, Oo, 207, 41.1, 42.1. 

f nu--/-r}iJrif-f, 41.'i, 

1 m)i X, Exi’i AN \!(n:Y, l.on. 
liiOia-vakljui, 113. 3-11. 4'2r.. 
Indians, Aroway. 237, 47^>. 


Inka''-., At'Ova. k. td. 

( .lid'. 237, 47". 

Ivi.M onAii. 112. 1-2'*. r" 
ai i\v, . 7 , 177 
IMu! 1 . 2- 7. 

T 11'Jl I . ayi*-u. 233. 
lints, liil. 

In-' ' I'', 07, 177 

lustiU'-ti-uis To a'lv.'itiu' i'. ]7''> 

'' 4t'7. 

III"!! t*iiii.riaiji', 207, 

Ua j-aliu, •jo.l. 

Ivy tO'W’cr, 44. 

1. 

-k\Bir.r, li5. 11'.*. 12'. 2o -I 2 O. 
.1..' ..mai, P‘2. 3i;.. fj'. 

/, , .,s i_'. 

s p-'.. 

. ,! '//,//' 41, (. 

J.iguai, 20 ", 2 ‘’'k l'-T. *_72, 

.T r, ,n ■ > 3 

.1 'v. i'*;. 42.-;. 

-1. -Lilt' ill iVin ludja-.o, M > 

Joliu Lfiill m <lii!*' iilti'.-,, .1 'i. 
JoUKxr.v Fiii'i. .>7, 

* “M'. j: i. 

Tiiini', 2' 

1 on. 1 11 , 2'.1. 

Jumbo, lO’.', 4 3*. 


K. 

K'vVt. 1:1. H.'» 

Kai.ibimiti, 1 7 ". 'l 2 k 12 d ’ • 
K."t-k."’.. 112. 12-k np 
King, S t\ iL.*'. 1 !3 
King Vuuui'. OL 4..i, 

KiiiulPi '1.1 02. 

Kioiamii'. r* k 

'in 0.2 

Kill am.iiini v a i \ 

K ss,aiaui, f • J. 

i 

1 i M:nr, 13. 1 3 ii'n dj. 2 ' 
4 .2. 
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I ,LM 111, cr. ‘-Oti 

L.i’i Xi, 1'-'. Iu4, lOX 

I,,,;. r.-^. 

Lm:.-, Aiuair m, -0:2, 200 , 
La LTaUr-lll.', 17U. 

Li ''uUliii'-re, 311. 

L.Li-- 4-:. 

]..k<: i'.UihJil, 443. 

I-.’ii t-ri' ' , 4iu. 


I.il. 442^ 
I. iiiifl Ill-a- 
x' 


X /iia, 4 1 a. 

T.r-ai 11' 1 1 . 

i 'rllmll-tlca,, ].:4. 424. 
1 ' I Li 1, '21.1, 4 J-a 


4i'‘rlt"^, oS.j. 

JMLt.iiliL Cu'-kuo, 4i.'l. 
al ikaiiii, 41'2. 

ilill-^toiii; aiiil nut-tiii'. u','. 

X'/i'a//, oil. 

Mi'i-ilt--, iloiikrj'ij ami, 447 
31uat, 42. 

iluca-ii.oca. 1;9. 48.5. 

Jlaiiki y.!.. 240, S22, 415. 

Ulonkey, lima, 374. 

P.lYAVIl, I'S, 415. 
rlc-1. af. 321. 

Iluulci, 441. 

lleil, 22, 27. 242, 322. 411. 
ilmiki yii and un.-sili'.'i, 4-;7. 

iluia. 2u, 21, 105, llu, 25'!, 2''il, 


1 ’ '.'111'-, 33, 

I. MIM, 37'. 

1 .lam. L'. 1 ' 5, 

l.i; aOlN. 2'!. 

1 m iml-ti" , 41 1. I'd. 

J. ‘ , . r ' y., 4',‘1. 

.'■i. 

31.'..'.::. L 7. :■ -4, 111, 201. 43!, 4 
31ai .11 ain.’, 1". 

3i.ii:inY', 3'.. 5. 

.'.laM'ii-lii li.iii..n'. 112, li'.k 
IMlL'-t, 1" 

3I,iima.n.V, 434. 

Jl.il.yv 1..UJ-. 2:2. 

31.. 1a'.i!iil. !!7'2, 

31 lll.lkll.', 1'' I, 4 !'-'i. 

.M.a M, 1:.. 122. 

31.1141.'. 4i.i7. 

,1/.' , . ' , - " j (1 a, ,ji 1 , 

.Miil,.'-, iL.il'jO. 432. 

31.. "iir.iiT 23.1, 132. 
3!,ai2.'lial'. 311. 

M.i-.an.'-, 474. 

31.iUi.'i'.'t. I'l'!. 

.Ma'..r.'li. 17. 27, 1".5. 2ol, 1' 5. 
li .11.11 r,. V.'i u. --.'i. -Lt 117. 

liii, -ji. .1.2 il, 43 1. 

3i .11 liiii. ". 31 3. 

'.■.m-al-l, 41'.. 

-M ii il..:.i. 

1 1‘ r I ' p’ I 'll'' 

'! ‘ 1 1 1 ih 1 1 "I I'll /•'//'/, Ol'S. 

M' J'lfiiiiy 4*:*L 

Ml/ ' ,i‘- rj ts fi'ijth rff'i 


4J'2. 

m,... d./, 439. 

.Moiaii. 117. 

3|..'if, ^iir Tl.oin.'m, 2. 
M'-.aiuita-, 2j. 117. 440. 
3lijtiicr Cau'Y's chi..ki.-ii, 15 4. 
3[omii'iT, 412. 

.M.i'iMr.iui 1. alilnya'.', Sill. 
MoUbL'-ti'al'', 7ti. 

.1/i'Y" .'.X bti "'1/, 8,4, 4,11. 

I'-' i' ‘ll} O I 

Il ii.iipii I'l.itiCiihi , 4t^o. 

.MuM-nvy .liKk, 197, 4i>'. 
.\iu^k ilukk, -140. 

Mih‘>Ui di'.^iiiv-'ti, 421. 

A iiici'ii.ii iiii ^ 420. 
J;y/A/^‘S I'OCii.y SOo. 444. 
^I'lrisfi'ii iiii'si'Jmfii , 442. 

ff/’i/Li' i'/iIi'liJiC Jlif'i'tll. Ool. 
J//// t i^:3iiii"y 

X. 

TsAXt-APoA, 4 H. 

l^.iTlve TllbtS 177. 

1 /ii iiih'it /'infill, 414 
IsLLirocf'i't*, 441. 

uiimway, 2 0>. 

XtW o'Xj. 

climate I't, 3<o7. 

]!nt(K, SOL 

(if, Oitj. 

Xi.yL;ara, 201, -04. 

Vii’^hiiun, 41.', 
NoetiLr, 90S. 

Xoineiiel.itnre, 77. 
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3'J4, 441. 

Xut-treu uii4 t.i'j. 

Xurmeg, 17i4 172, 442. 

0. 

Or.F'.H, 431. 

OIiJl'i ts lit IViaiiliaing-i, S7. 

/.Til 4<*4. 

,..,,7,i/Ayis-, SI'S. 

Oil 111, yo, 4 42. 
tlolo, 442. 

(Muis.muu, yl, 442. 

Ol'all^c■t^l:e^, I'.il, 443. 

(>/'i nilui ii o7‘ /‘III I '/, 379. 

/./i/ii/ii/i' /"'4i/"2, 4]y. 

/li'/nr /'’■.'pli/t'Ma, 44 . 3 , 

Ottii'^, 94, 4 ts. 

Dtiiierara, 442. 

Durah, 133, 444. 

0«1. li.l, 97, yy. 2ii4, .‘U S. 

Ox killed by "Wourali, 142. 

r. 

rici-ir, 112 , 261, .069, 411. 

Paddles, 449. 

I'.iddle-tvie, 445, 

111 lilt, 445, 

P.iia.i, 43-3, 

PillMolie, 234 . 4,17, 

P’lhl Hi, ih il t'ji'ilil/il, 46S, 

Palms, 164. 
r.din, Coioa-imt, 3! 0 . 

Coneomite, 39S. 

P.i]iaiv, 161, 2 . 57 , 445, 

Pavaimiiibo, 173. 

P.aiin.i. 114. 121, 125. 446. 

J’uii'u JtiCiiiiii, 4S6. 

l’an‘ni[UC't>. 93, 112. 123. 196, •2./,'. 

P.irrot'', 93. 196. 249, yij6, 

Paii'ot, Hia-liia, 196. 

Sun, 447. 

Parliidae. 291 

ilia 4i'a, 

P.itar.i, 97, 447. 

Pei'cavv. 92. 447. 

I'l'dl.ned. 449. 

"Wliiti diplifd, 449 
Pi-dlgrei' id 'W.Ueltiill. 2. 
Pfi'-av-inaii, 239, 449. 

I'l-aalls. 249, 451. 

I’eguy, 59 . 3 . 

I’-'/'i/i/yi ai/i'ili'/. 377 


P-7‘, 111 =, 0 ,/. ,'/■.l.^'//l/,, 451. 
Pelie.ui, 94, 203, 451. 

PiigatH, 15S, 170, 411. 
P,.ii,.7‘i[‘,' I /'/^/.^6/, 434, 

2"V'‘'', 131- 

Pepiier, 129, 4 70, 172, 237, 4.54. 
IjL^ck, 454. 
lied, 454 

rerfiuiied Ouiv.t, 41.?. 

reinaiii^iu M, 

Hi. 

V'-rt of, 15'f, 

IVstileiiff lu 11. 

Perivl, Stonay. 155, 45'J. 
riui-toii. I7i’, 154. 

Plai-'foii cc/'/i-’/’' 470. 
riica^aMt'^. WoH.li-ii, 50. 
riiihidi.-Ii'hia, -I'-U. 

at. 351. 

P}l ihill ! tills I I I fl Issl I/I 1/ 1'^?. 

P/i'i .ii'.i'l'f' 1 1'> I'uWi'j 4"7. 
Piainiaii, 440. 

Piaonco, 1>1, 

Piaii, 457. 

Pl^'-«.‘Ildl<'U>- 73. 

Piu' oiii?, Mt'd'* of f. r liiicr, 75. 
PiL;'ty'', A'h' UTuro m. o. 

AiTaiiat.iat.nt ot, -4. 

Piki', 4< . 

Idiiv-a^'idt"!, 047, 170. 

Pi "■ r Ill'll !' III. 47‘4. 

Pi-l*i-yo, ;'7. -40, 150. 

Pil'iv ''j'., 40 ). 

Piiai, 113, 134, 454. 

PiKtrara. 11. 1*J*2. 

Pitta, ( hant, 

(III I'l’if , 4 . 7 *>. 

I'lwarii, ‘J3-', 45*;. 

Pl.iaTit' ill Sj-aiii, 11. 

PlaiitaiU'i, '1 *7. 457. 

Plant itioiis t.l ^talaok. 175. 
Phit.ij.,1 I. I 470. 

pi'll ils n i) h ! ‘1“" .'u'i. 

Pluv. r, 94. i*o3, 457. 

PLit'k-^'i I 4.i< . 

Pills'll'' k, 457. 

P.ni'iv, 457. 

Spill '\Mn:it''l, 121. 

Poa* Iit-T'', 50. 

Pl.ll'.ll'l" !"’l>^'l, i'2. 

pDl-sllll-l't'A^i. < •' 

Poison-" ortj airo’.v. lO I 
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4^)0. 

] (. oiiiiua, C04. 

/'! <Jl‘ll ‘jO^. 

Fie^curt^tioii to. 2j. 

]‘>U'-ii[aiiL', i*.', 457. 

Su'cL-t, 1^37. 4*»'». 

^0^\l~rs. I'U, l::J5, -201, 4r:'\ 

///s /' ini'f'i 4-**. 

1‘ii'JU'iii , 41^. 

ilni, 417. 
f /•/_//</■/, /s. 4'il. 

Ftf. I'l' S'l nlfO'jui^ 443. 

]^i( ulia. ^74. 

_/•'///., ’/vz/'x, 3^5. 

Cotin".t, 170. 

i‘ui[ik‘-tljr<>aT'*'l 170, 3'*4. 

rui‘}vU.-li''.in, 105, l-2'i, 461. 

7'-/ 46S. 

j^ijiiji‘ii'3 h' 4u6. 

< >. 

<Ji’AijrL^’]Tj)v. Oj. 

'On til, 4«' •. 

‘•'uk". 12 \ 463. 

--'7. 

ijuivctj lo4j 4u3, 

Ik 

K.iiT', 203. 

1; ''III' nt nu'l 'li-i, 21'*. 
iki|iTiU cir'tv', 371. 
llattli i-T), 107, 40.5. 

X'lvi iitiii-* Mitli, ]'>7. 
llfipi'U of Ik-i.ouibo, iL.i. 

Ikit, Haiji'Vi riaij, s. 

17t\. Slin.u5 2oo, 473. 

].’ -I \Vhit'?, 114. 

I.'.il-ii.'a4".l Fiij.Ii, 104, 4''n. 

4 Woo'.b" uker, 213, 4 >h. 
]:.4 Hfml.r, 421, 441. 
lO"! 3l.M]k"y, 02, 07, l^oO, 322. 

JO.'l 4 . 14 . 

]>' il Stair, 311, 400 
! 1 ' I -Vi lew, 372 . 

!.’■ tia tO" Wkit- rtoii'. in, 4. 
la ni.’ik'- on 1 !i 'I .limi ijt y, 140. 
ii’ii ' .n i'h<i A k 477. 

'/"'// 'uh'iii i'lis. 4/7. 

A' 'a 4o^.' 

/ <A 477. 

ISiiM'H < r<*> li.M-tlc, .JI2, 400. 

kl'a- IjlliJ, l^.ll 


lli o Troupial, 4^1. 

7i3'///''S <.’'//)»/////,/ f >, 3''3, 
lliiig-neck iOuVc-r, 457. 

Kivt^r Ini'?, 4"j. 
lloine, aJ\aiitLaL- near, 2>. 
llo^f.iii, .11 L 
lA»uii>ii, 230, 400. 
lluuaway iit-yiur-,, 240. 
iti'iii'Xila cO' I'o iitln , 3o2. 

S. 

Saba, SP, 

A<l..‘ h'l I'cn (' n' V'Il L i' >! h' y 4(0. 
.Saoa'A iiiki, 23, 400. 

Sivae, ivil, 17-'5. 

SdiiitL.'-- 311, 

Saki. IJeiult'k 374. 

Oj. 407. 

SalU'Jlllali, 13.j. 4o7. 

SamlHii'i-, 0^. ] 1 7, 407. 
SaU'l{-i4ieI, 04, 2''3. 

Sau'ly Plover, 457. 

San,..,u* do Puev, 105, iOS. 
S:ivalo^2>-'i, 20S. 

Sill'. } •It'.'. 

Saiika, 3 O 0 . 

S Kinsr. 115. 

Niv.'iina, 110. 

Savauu.di h\jx, 412. 

Sawari, 105 , 226, 40S. 

Stall. t'Ara, 111, 20.;, 305. 
I'urleB's, 203 , 401. 
fd'oAbrak, 317 , 415 , 403. 
]!a^ 4ia. 

Tauay.-ri, 40«. 

Sr. n.'iy, 201, 2''T. 

S^'*. 3S1. 

^ 37 s. 

Si.‘Ii».i>d lilo at Stuu\hLU^t, 7. 
’rudliuo, 0. 

S. naiu' Hatred ut, 77. 

S( iioijj 151, lO'', 477 . 

k''._'reanfV, Honn-d, 2 o 2 , 40 S. 
Ma .»M> .lorKM V, 1.54. 

.S ! / LXnt iiui j^r I'-f ii'i , 454, 
Slilllit':, 1.55. I05. 

SliiuiaiM-^lu lie, 300. 

Slirik. 2oj. 

S,il' ! 0(1’ ii’l I'liH I n ’hii't! ii\ , 41S. 
SiLk'ttras-, 133, 134, 237, 4*','i. 
Silo.ibali. lo5, 171', 1^", 470. 

lla-^tard, 170, ISO, I 5 O. 
Siiiiin, 433, 401, 





I /!'/ 1'^ 4^j/. 

Siparoiiiii, 112. 

Sir Joseph Banks, 214. 

SlavHi'v, 175, 214. 

Siutli,‘23. 175. 215, 231, 21 k 
Haliits of, 215. 

Kiilcil liy Wuurali, 1 il. 
Two-tned, 22'i, 472. 
Tli7ve-t()<-4. 21'), 47f>. 
Suakt:-', 95, 170, 231, 2±^. 

SnlpLS, 2 u3. 

Soil, 92. 

Suimd-i. ?:'tvange, 194. 

F.xplinatiou of, 149. 

Souaii, 402. 

Sp nil, Stay in, 9. 

S|iik.'s for arrtW', 127 
Sp'jonUll, 94. 17", 2u2. 472. 
Spur-^^iiig, 472. 4S5. 

Spai-v,-in,u'-‘'l pl'»vei“, 121. 
srdla’oek,'i7i), 472. 

St:aling tower, 05. 

Stiiig-iuy, 200, 473. 

St. Jodciiiin, Fort, 122. 124. 

St. dukii'-i, Autiguu, 31*'. 

St. Lu'.ia, 313, 

St'Hin, 149 . 

SttJi’mv Peti’L'l, 154, 450. 

Strange tiotind^, lo4. 

Explanation of, 1 19. 
Sfrcjhifu^ 4.'7. 

t“':\Teru, 4'.'1. 

St. Thomas’s To\\<'r, 150 
SciiiiiU'j;, Bu-d, 214, 335, 497. 

Mat'.-nals for, 330. 

Sugar L'atie, 473. 

Sun-hird, 20*'), 31?, 473. 

}iau(»t, 447 . 

muho'JO'i'., 43 i, 

T. 

Tvt'Aior, Pi., 122. 

Taciiulta, 4-’,;J. 
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